
Grace United Methodist Church 

Mission: To love God completely and to serve Jesus Christ unselfishly 

201 S. Church Street, Union, South Carolina  29379                         Office: 427-1266 

Rev. David Bauknight., Pastor           Cell Phone:  803-480-2153 

   The Methodist Exchange 
 
     It’s hard to believe that it’s only three weeks till Sherry and I leave for England!  We are 
deeply appreciative to Grace for allowing us this wonderful opportunity to share in the 
Exchange Program.  We’ve been inquiring about this for about five years and now it is a 
reality.  We will be going to Reigate Methodist Church in Reigate, England, to serve for six 
Sundays beginning June 30th.  While there, we’ll also enjoy the Horley, Trinity, Red Hill 
and St. Paul Methodist Churches.   
     Rev. Melvyn Cooke will be arriving on June 26.  He is currently serving as the 
Superintendent of the Redhill and East Grinstead Circuit which we will be serving while in 
the UK.  It truly has been a great time corresponding with Melvyn and some of the other 
servants of the Circuit.   
     As the time nears, we appreciate all your prayers, suggestions and the assistance to 
ensure Melvyn is cared for while in Union.  Grace is truly amazing!  Below is some 
information about Melvyn.  Blessings…Pastor David 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
     I am married to Lynda, who is also a Methodist Minister, but who works as the lead 

chaplain for one of the largest health care hospitals in the south of England, in fact she works in what 
is the town I grew up in, and left to go into church leadership as a pastor at the age of 17. 
 

     Lynda and I met in the Salvation Army’s international theological college in London, and were 
ordained in the Salvation Army and exercised our ministry with them for some 22 years before our 
ministry was transferred to the Methodist Church in 1995. 
 

     We have four children and seven grandchildren, all of our children are active in their respective 
churches, with one son who will come out of theological college this June to become a Methodist 
minister, and another son who will enter theological college next year to become a Baptist minister. 
Unfortunately due to work commitments it is unlikely that Lynda will be able to join me during my 
time with you. 
 

     Apart from my family, I enjoy music, particularly brass bands, and I love to watch most sports, 
and occasionally I like to hack my way around a golf course. 
 

     I have been in my present appointment as Superintendent minister of the Redhill and East 
Grinstead Circuit, and this is my third appointment as a Superintendent, and I have a passion to help 
churches become healthy churches and thus fulfil both the great commission and great 
commandment. 
 

     My time with you all will be the second time I have had the honour of being part of the pastorate 
exchange programme, and I am looking forward to sharing in fellowship, learning from you all, and 
hopefully adding to your journey in Christ. 
       Blessing and love, 
       Melvyn 



 

 

Stewardship  

Report   2019 

 

      Offering Report as of  May 26, 2019                

     Please put Grace as a priority in your financial 
planning.  Our combined gifts keep the Church’s 
mission alive and growing.  Thank you so much!!  
    Sincerely, Pastor David 

No Meeting until September 
 

No Meeting until September 
 

No Meeting until September 

 

No Family Night  
Supper  

  
 

     We will take a 

summer break from 

Family Night Supper in 

June and July.  We will 

resume on August 12th.    
 

Have a great summer! 

 

 

 

 

2019  Budget:                          

Needed for 2019 Budget YTD:               

Budget Rec’d YTD:                    

Surplus/Deficit YTD:                  

Weekly Offering Needed:               

Expenses YTD:  

$        400,331.00 

$        161,672.13 

$        128,139.61 

$         -33,532.52 

$            7,698.67 

$ 

 

Honoring All Fathers on Sunday, June 16, 2019! 

Wednesday 



 

 

Heartland:                    Raye Hellams 

          Mary Jo Rogers 

                     John Flynn                                                      

Ellen Sagar:        Jane and Bernard Bishop 

                                    Kat Willard 

Summit Hills, Sptbg:    Elwood Eason 

White Oak, Sptbg.:      Dr. Bob Kincheloe 

Home:                          Harold Simmons 

          Ruth Roof 

Pacifica Senior Living, Sptbg: Amy Bruce 

Inverness, G’ville:        Betty Rash 

 

Chancel Choir 
   Rehearsal 

Because We Care  
 

June  
 

  2 William Jeter,  

  Anna Kelly  
 

 6 Quinton Wilkes 
 

 7 Buddy Blackmon,  

  Cille Cody 
 

 8 Packie Whitener 
 

 9 Scott Hibbard 
 

 17 Michael Langley 
 

 19 Coleman Jeter 
 

 20 Gordon Roberson  
 

 25  Kelli Johnston  
 

  27 Larry Goff 
 

 28 Bailey, Patrick & Will Long, Jack Rash  
 

 30 Christy Kincheloe  

 

  
     

Serving the Month of June 

Ushers: *Mike Jolly, *Allen Owens, Larry Goff,    

                Frank Hart (*designates depositors)  

Altar Guild: Brenda Childers, Kathy Arnold,  

                     Sally Palmer 

Acolytes: June  2:  Reagan and/or Corley Turner 

                 June   9:  Gage Love 

                 June 16:  Annabel Rhodes 

                 June 23:  Bayla and/or Cullen Morrow 

                 June 30:  Gage Love 

Children’s Church: 

                 June   2:  Ashley and Jason Turner 

                 June   9:  Margie Ruff and Karen Hibbard 

                 June 16:  Jane and Buddy Wilkes 

                 June 23:  Melissa and Stewart Wagner 

                 June 30:  Brooke and Brad Valentine 

                 

Wed., June   5 

Wed., June 12 

Wed., June 19 

Wed., June 26 

- 7:30 PM 

- 7:30 PM 

- 7:30 PM 

- 7:30 PM 

 If there’s a 

problem or 

repair at 

the church, 

this  

MOTLEY 

CREW  

will be 

ready to 

help! 



 
 

How Your Generosity Enriches 
the Lives of Our Fellow Citizens 

 

Young at Heart 
           

     YAH met on Wednesday,  
May 8th, at Andy’s with 17 members 
present. Barbara Rippy provided a 
gift for a raffle game and the winner 

was surprised with 25 one dollar bills within a cute 
pail of candy. This is what you can expect at YAH’s 
luncheons...food, fun, and fellowship, plus 
surprises!  We are also grateful to Joanne Mason 
who so willingly monitors blood pressures for our 
members at each meeting.  All of our YAH’s need 
to come and check it out. You’ll definitely return 
the next month! So, come on!! 

When  

Needed: 

Pastor David On 

SNAKE  PATROL 

for Pat!

     What will the purple plum raisin - heather t-shirts mean? It has 16 arms, eight heads, 4 band-
aged fingers (at least), several sore toes, skinned knees, multiple skin tones (because of paint) 
and a bundle of raw energy!  Give up?  (I thought you would!)  It’s, it’s, IT’S .. A SALKEHATCHIE 
WORK CREW!!!  Yes!!!  Salkehatchie is right around the corner.  This year the camp opens on 
Saturday, June 15th and runs through Saturday, June 22nd. Rev. John Culp, the Salkehatchie 
founder and former Grace member, will be attending this year with his grandson who will be at-
tending his first camp experience. Grace UMC is once again delighted to be the host church for 
the Union Salkehatchie Camp.  In addition to this privilege, Grace wants to thank all our gener-
ous donors for their past, present and future contributions, but more importantly, your prayers of 
intercession. It is your participation in this ministry that makes our partnership possible. Because 
of your volunteerism, gifts, dedication and love, Salkehatchie is much more than a church out-
reach program.  IT IS FAITH IN ACTION!  Thank you very much for being the hands, feet and 
heart of this great ministry!  

 

South Carolina UMC Annual Conference 

     The SC Annual Conference is being held June 2 – 
6, 2019, at the Greenville Convention Center. Both 
Pastor David and Frances Adams, our GUMC dele-
gate, will be attending. The Annual Conference     
Report summary will be given during our June 9th 
worship service by Frances Adams.   

 

 

 

 

 



Pastor David and Sherry 
 

     Pastor David and Sherry will be exchanging pul-

pits with Rev. Melvyn Cooke from Reigate Methodist 

Church in Reigate, Surrey, UK starting on June 30th. 

This is a photograph of Reigate Methodist Church.  

A little history : John Wesley, the founder of 

Methodism, visited Reigate several times as he trav-

elled the country to preach. He was apparently unim-

pressed with the place, especially compared to near-

by Dorking, and recorded in his journal of 1771 that 

the people of Reigate were 'dull indeed as stones'. 

Nevertheless a Wesleyan Chapel was established in 

1858, in Nutley Lane, and remained in use until 1884 

when the present church was built in the High Street to accommodate the increase in attendance - a Sunday 

School had also been established in 1878, not long after the first Education Act. A site next to the existing 

Congregational church was bought for £3000. This was a considerable undertaking as the membership was 

around 30-40, but by the 1920s it had grown to about 140. After the Second World War, the interior of the 

church was refurbished, with a central aisle, and the organ that had been installed in 1899 was rebuilt. A new 

'Joseph Rank Memorial Hall' was built at the rear of the church in the 1950s with assistance from the Rank 

Trust, and membership continued to grow, reaching 329 in 1962. In addition, Sunday School classes were 

held for up to 180 children, generally on Sunday afternoons. With repairs to the premises being required 

around this time, there was discussion with the Congregational church next door about a possible new build-

ing to be used by both churches. Eventually, however, the Congregational church moved from the High 

Street to the present Reigate Park URC site, while the Methodists continued as 'the church in the High 

Street'. 

(The information above is taken from 'Out of these stones', a booklet written by Jack Bentley to mark the cen-

tenary of the church.)  

     Both Pastor David and Sherry look forward to being a part of a Methodist Church in Britain. In addition to 

being the acting pastor of Reigate, Horley, Trinity, Red Hill, and St. Paul UMCs, they will also be able to visit 

the area and enjoy the sites. Reigate looks forward to Pastor David’s arrival and has planned several events 

during his time there. Grace wishes them well as they venture into this endeavor and pray for them and Rev. 

Cooke that all goes well during their journey. 

 

Welcome Breakfast for Reverend Melvyn Cooke 
  

   Reverend Melvyn Cooke, from Reigate Methodist Church, High Street, 
Reigate, Surrey RH2 9AE, will be our exchange minister while our Pastor  
David Bauknight will be Reigate’s exchange minister. Sherry will also be 
going to Reigate. Rev. Cooke will arrive in Union on June 26th. On June 
30th, June’s Fifth Sunday, we will have a breakfast to welcome and meet 
our exchange minister, Rev. Cooke. Please plan to attend. This will be an 
excellent opportunity to get to know our pastor for the next month or so.  
 
The Circle of Hope will be hosting.  



 

 

Class of 2018 

Grace Is So Proud of You! 

Anna-Katherine Long 
Union County H.S. 

Attending Converse College 
Pursuing  a Degree in  

Education 

Grant Thomas Berry 
Union County H.S. 

Attending Clemson University 
Pursuing  a Degree in Biology 

Patrick Alman Long 
Union County H.S. 

Attending Spartanburg  
Community College 

Pursuing a Degree in  
Mechatronics  

William Haskins Balkum 
Union County H.S. 

Attending The University of 
South Carolina at 

Columbia 
Pursuing a Degree in Biological  

Sciences (Pre-Med) 

 

William Gossett Long 
Union County H.S. 

Attending The University of 
South Carolina at Union 

As Yet Undecided  on Degree 
to Pursue 

 

To Our 2019 Graduates... 

James Mack Cunningham II 
Presbyterian College 

B.S. Degree in Business  
Administration, concentration  

in Management 

Blake Jackson Berry 
Presbyterian College 

B.S Degree in Biochemistry 
Continuing Education at  

Clemson University 
Pursing a Master of Science in 

Environmental Engineering 



The Unruly Kids  

Joined the children for 
the Children’s Moment 
On May 26th and were 
treated afterwards for 

being so good! 

 

Graduate Sunday 
 

      On Sunday, May 19, Grace was proud to honor five UCHS graduates: Will Balkum, Grant Berry, Bailey 
Long, Patrick Long and Will Long. Our two college graduates were Blake Berry and Jay Cunningham. The 
graduates each received a Bible or a Devotional Book during the worship service and they enjoyed a 
luncheon with their families following the service. John and Michelle James displayed a wonderful power 
point  
during the luncheon. The graduates also had delightful memorabilia tables on display! Thank you to Brenda 
Childers and her Hospitality Committee for planning the meal, as well as our creative decorators – Judy 
Caston and Sue Keith and our talented photographer, Sheryl Price. The graduates, as well as their family 
members, expressed much appreciation. 

 

 

2019 GRADUATES! 

Jay Grant 

Will B. 

Patrick 

Blake 

Will L. Bailey 



 
 

        

         We need  YOUR  help in inviting children to VBS!  This is one of the greatest op-

portunities to be God's voice in a needy world!  Every day we see children wherever we go in our communi-

ty.  We do not need to know children personally to invite them to our wonderful VBS.  Let's share our excite-

ment and a smile as we give them a registration form.  Please, let's all do our part and print multiple copies 

of the registration form provided in May’s newsletter and invite children to VBS.  (You can even call the 

church office for additional copies!)  Take advantage of this wonderful opportunity to reach out to our com-

munity. Remember, it takes a village and we have a wonderful Grace Village!! Let’s do this

       

Spotlight on Grace’s Acolyte,  

Annabel Rhodes 

     Our special acolyte for the month of June is Annabel 

Rhodes. Annabel will be a rising sixth grader at Sims Middle 

School this fall. This is her first year to serve as an acolyte and she is always  

willing to help! She is a very talented artist who loves to draw and play the piano. 

She loves practicing the ukulele with Bimpie and playing with Gage and Ember. 

She is an awesome helper with homework and loves to explore off in the trees! 

We look forward to her service for several years to come. Thank you, Annabel! 

Grace United Methodist Church  

invites children 4k – 5
th
 grade to  

“Yee Haw, Celebrating God’s Greatest Gift - Jesus” 

from 5:30 to 8:00 pm, June 9 -11, 2019 
Registration Forms were in the May Newsletter, on the Welcome Table. and in the 

Sanctuary.  

VBS NEEDS 

YOUR HELP!! 



                               Salkehatchie Week is June 15 – 22. Due to a generous 
opportunity from Bethel Baptist Church in Kelton, S.C., the Grace Adult Sun-
day School Classes will only host the Sunday lunch on June 16. Bethel Baptist 
Church has offered to provide supper and entertainment on Wednesday, June 
19. Since this is usually the evening that Foster’s Chapel UMC provides the 
meal, Foster’s Chapel has agreed to host their meal on Saturday, June 15. 
The Grace Adult Sunday School Classes will meet soon to plan their Sunday 
lunch. Don Brown reports approximately 55 have registered so far, but he ex-
pects the final total to be 75 – 80 campers. 

 

 

 Beginning 

Reading Program 

For More Information or To Register 

CALL (800) 903-0623 
Monday-Friday 8am-9pm and Saturday 8am-5pm 

Or Visit Our Website at 

www.clemson.readingclasses.org 

 

 

Individualized summer programs include engaging online  

instruction, independent reading in great books, 

and a skilled and encouraging teacher. 
 

Program for 4-Year-Olds and Rising  

Kindergartners 
In this fun summer program, your child will learn to read.  

   Children learn letter recognition, beginning phonics, and easy  

     sight words. Your child will learn to read simple words and  

     short sentences and will be excited about books and reading. 

 

Salkehatchie Meal 
Provided at Grace 

 

Programs for Rising 1st—5th Graders 
In these programs, students develop strong phonics and decoding skills, build sight vocabulary, 

learn to read more fluently and rapidly, and develop strong comprehension skills. Your child will become a more 

confident student, enjoy reading more, and develop the lifelong habit of reading for pleasure. 



 

By Jessica Brodie 

     He was a big, burly guy, at least twice my size, and he was there to tow my broken-down car away. As I 

gauged him, a little thread of intimidation began to snake up my spine. 

     Then I noticed a thorny crown in the shape of an ichthys, a symbol of the Christian fish, along with the 

words “John 3:16” tattooed on his well-muscled forearm, and my intimidation began to fade. He was no long-

er a threat but my Christian brother. We struck up a conversation, and when I told him I liked his tattoo he 

said it was an amazing evangelism tool. 

     “Sometimes I’m towing, well—let’s say they’re not the ‘best sort’ of people and not in the ‘best sort’ of situ-

ations,” he said, “and it’s a great conversation-starter. A lot of times they’re there in my truck getting their car 

towed because of some issue with the cops or something, and we end up having a talk about faith in Jesus 

even when things are bad.” 

     It’s been days now, and I’m still thinking about our conversation—not only how I completely misjudged my 

fellow human, but how many really insightful and eclectic tools we can use to help share the Gospel with oth-

er people. 

     “Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit,” Jesus instructs us in Matthew 28:19 (CEB). 

     Notice Jesus doesn’t specify how we are to do this—we’re not limited to our words. Sure, sometimes peo-

ple go door-to-door telling people about Jesus. Sometimes people are called to be pastors or Sunday school 

teachers, Christian education leaders in children’s ministry or writers and speakers, like me. 

     But sometimes sharing the Gospel has absolutely nothing to do with the words that come out of our 

mouths but the way we live our lives. It might be the guy in the “Jesus saves” baseball cap serving lunch at 

the soup kitchen, the lady in the “I run on Jesus and coffee” T-shirt letting the stranger go ahead of her in line 

at Walmart, the older woman in the drive-thru with a Christian bumper sticker on her SUV paying for the order 

of the person behind her, or the football player with John 3:16 written on his face. 

     There are so many ways that we can introduce others to Jesus. But the important thing is that we do it. 

And when we are given an opportunity to share the Gospel, when that conversation naturally comes up, that 

we take a minute (or an hour) and share the Good News in our lives so that others might have the chance to 

be equally blessed. 

     May God go with you, my friend, whatever way you go and spread the Gospel among all nations—thorny 

crown and Gospel tattoo or any other way. 

The Tattooed Evangelist 



 

THE GRACE MESSENGER 
Grace United Methodist Church  
201 South. Church Street  
Union, SC   29379   
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