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GOD’S STRANGE WAY OF GUIDING US  
 

     Many of us know about the loggerhead sea turtle. They are those huge turtles, the mammoth ones 

we might see in a zoo. There’s a story told of one female loggerhead who was getting ready to give 

birth, so she climbed up onto the sand dune in order to lay her eggs. After she did, she became 

disoriented.  The natural thing for her to do was to walk back to the water and swim away.  Instead, 

she began walking further and further out on the sand dunes.  

     Seeing this, some of the rangers came and put shackles on the turtle because she was too big for 

them to lift. They flipped her on her back and tied up her legs, so she would not try to flip back over. 

Then they attached a chain to the shackles and began to drag her upside down with a four-wheeler 

back to the water. 

     Now, this turtle’s life has been jerked around, messed with, and she’s no doubt in some 

discomfort despite the best attempts by the rangers to be gentle with her. In order for her life to be 

saved and her destiny preserved, that was the only viable option. If the rangers stood and shouted at 

this turtle to turn around, she wouldn’t have understood. They did what they had to do to get her 

where she really needed to go. 

     We can probably understand this from our human perspective.  There are times when we get 

disoriented, turned around or plain ole bumfuzzled about what we are to do or which way we are to 

head.  Yes, God’s Spirit does speak to us, and He can guide us with His Word.  But many times we 

are like that loggerhead and need to be led, pushed, pulled, flipped or prodded.  I believe I am safe to say that 

at times we need to rehear what the psalmist said, “Do not be like a horse or mule, without understanding, 

that must be controlled with bit and bridle or else it will not come near you,” (Psalm 32:9). 

     God cares too deeply for us to let us keep going down the wrong path or in the wrong direction. Often, He 

will drop an unexpected detour, a strange twist of circumstances or a change in our plans to get us turned 

around. Sometimes, that may mean being flipped on our back, or shackled by our feet. It may mean being 

disoriented even within our own disorientation. At other times that might mean being drug along until we 

finally feel the familiarity of where we ought to be. Only when the turtle felt the water, could she be untied 

and put right-side up again. Once she realized where she was, she was set free.   

     In order for her to get to her destiny, she had to be reoriented in the right direction. God sometimes enters 

our situations in strange ways because He truly wants to show us the right way.  It might be in detours or a 

required jerk or flip, maybe even some tweaks and pulls. We may yell in our hearts, “What are you doing to 

me God? Where are you taking me? Why can’t I understand?” Often, because of our activity, God answers 

too quietly for us to hear over our own shouts, “I’m taking you exactly where you need to be. Trust Me.”    

     Fellow travelers, we all have the opportunity to hear our Savior’s voice.  But when we are more about us, 

(what we want or humanly crave) then we have the tendency to go off on tangents that are not for our good or 

the good of those around us.  So, in all things, we must pray to see where God is at work, or where He truly 

wants us to be, or what He wants us to do before we get disoriented by focusing on our selfish ideas or 

notions.  We have an awesome opportunity to grow in our discipleship and witness to others to help grow 

other disciples.    

     Let’s get back on the right path…HIS path.  Let’s put ourselves in the right place…where we can not only 

observe but mimic our Lord in our thoughts, words and deeds.  He truly is our best guide, so we must trust 

and follow Him…before trusting self.…Pastor David.   

June  2017 



Stewardship  

Report   2017 

 

 

Offering Report as of                                    May 28, 2017 

2017  Budget -                                       $       383,770.00 

Needed for 2017 Budget Y-T-D -         $       159,300.68 

Budget Rec’d Y-T-D -                $       145,946.89 

Surplus/Deficit Y-T-D  -                    $        -13,353.79 

Weekly Offering Needed  -                   $           7,240.94 

Expenses Y-T-D -                                 $       140,574.33 

    
 Please put Grace as a priority in your financial 
planning.  Our combined gifts keep the Church’s 
mission alive and growing.  Thank you so much!!  
    Sincerely, Pastor David 

 No Meeting until September 
 

 No Meeting until September 
 

 No Meeting until September 

 

 

 

Family Night  
Supper  

  
 

 We will take a 

summer break from 

Family Night Supper in 

June and July.  We will 

resume in  August.   Have a great summer! 

 

Young at Heart 
  

 Join us at Andy’s on 

Wednesday, June 14th at 12 noon, 

for good food and fellowship.   

 

Neighbor  

Helping Neighbor  
2017  

Union County Chamber of Commerce 

Volunteer of the Year  
 This group of men work mainly on building 

ramps for the less fortunate.  If you are interested 

in joining this mission outreach group, please 

contact David Turner at 426-2933. 



 

 

 

2017 Salkehatchie Week, June 17th- 24th    

 

 Many of our neighbors in South Carolina live in homes needing repair, 
and Jesus has called us to love our neighbor (Luke 10:29-37). SC United 

Methodist Youth need to experience Christian servanthood. “And he said to all, ‘If any man would come after 
me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.’ ” (Luke 9:23) 
 Salkehatchie Summer Service is a pioneering servant ministry held at selected sites in South 
Carolina, including Union. It involves high school and college age youth, adult community leaders, and 
persons of different cultures in upgrading housing. Salkehatchie motivates community cooperative efforts by 
helping persons to help themselves, and providing all participants with opportunities for personal growth and 
service. During the week, participants physically improve homes of needy families and reach out to these 
families and one another in friendship. Salkehatchie is geared to high school and college age youth drawn 
primarily from the South Carolina United Methodist Conference. Participants must be at least 14 years old by 
the beginning of the camp they attend and pay a $230 fee per person.  Adult leaders also attend to offer 
guidance and support.     
 

How Can I Help? 
 

Pray for every aspect of this ministry. 
Volunteer – Youth willing to work and adults with skills to share are needed. 
Donate Supplies – Lumber, paint, caulking, plywood, linoleum, paneling, nails, etc. may be brought to 

individual camps. 
Financial Support – Continuing our Service for the "Least of These." 

As we approach Salkehatchie time, we encourage everyone to consider a gift to our Union 
Salkehatchie Camp.  This year five homes will be renovated and our prayer is that the 
residents will have a better place to call home and enjoy a safer environment.  If you would 
like to make a donation please make your check payable to: Salkehatchie-Union Camp and 
submit to the church office. Your gift truly makes a difference in more ways than we can 
imagine. 

Grace Confirmands Joined the Church May 7, 2017 

L to R: Jake McGee, Carson Valentine, Katie Wagner, Allie Owens, Maggie Berry, Mary Kathryn James, & Pastor David 



Carowinds Summer Rock the Park Schedule  
14523 Carowinds Blvd, Charlotte, NC 28273 

Featuring: 
 

Skillet has sold 11 million units worldwide, closed out 2016 with 7 
mainstream rock and 10 Christian year end chart placements and were 
once again the Top Christian Streaming Songs Artist of 2016, but 
2017 marks the first time the band has topped Billboard’s Top Christian 
Songs Chart.  Their track "Feel Invincible" recently topped the chart 
alongside going to No. 1 on both the Active (Mediabase) and Mainstream 
(BDS) Rock charts, making history by spending 19 weeks at the top of the 
Christian Rock chart, the most weeks ever since the chart's inception on 
Billboard.  
 
Andy Mineo - is New York native and hip hop 
recording artist known for his reflective lyricism. 

His sophomore album, Uncomfortable, became the No. 1 Independent record in the country 
and delivered a No. 3 and No.10 position on Billboard’s Hip Hop and Top 200 album charts, 
respectively. Mineo headlined the Uncomfortable Tour, a 52-city tour which sold out legendary 
venues across America and in Europe.  
 
Stars Go Dim's debut single "You Are Loved"  has surged to the No. 1 spot on the 
MediaBase Audience Chart, proclaiming a message of hope that is resonating with listeners everywhere. 

"This song is such a simple message, you are loved, but it’s a message that our culture desperately, 
desperately needs to hear," lead singer Chris Cleveland said of the hit. "I believe God made us for a 
purpose, and I believe he made us on purpose...I believe that he loves us just as we are right where we 
are." 
 
Plumb - Immediately after completing her comeback album ‘NEED YOU NOW’, Plumb found herself in 
an unthinkable position. Her marriage was on the brink of divorce, and she had to make a decision that 
would change the course of her family’s future. She chose to fight for her marriage and her family. 

Plumb is telling her story not only in the upcoming book NEED YOU NOW – A Story of Hope, but also through the 
release of a deluxe version of the ‘NEED YOU NOW’ album. Both the book and the album will be in stores and available 
online in September. 
 
Bone Hampton - As down home as collards and cornbread, as sharp as a pickaxe, and as funny as a possum in a 
petticoat, Comedian Bone Hampton is a master at making audiences feel like family. His clean, homespun humor, sharp 
wit, and easy delivery makes the Dove Award-winning “Comedian of the Year” one of the most highly sought after 
performers in the business.   
 

TO ORDER TICKETS BY PHONE   1-800-745-3000  

 Online visit: http://www1.ticketmaster.com 

Congratulations  

to our Graduates! 

 

LtoR: Pastor David, Connor Hudson, 
Jacob Gault, David Beavans 

 

We are proud of YOU! 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/svph1/4sr2wk/4sjszk
https://t.e2ma.net/click/svph1/4sr2wk/4sjszk
tel:18007453000
http://www.hisradio.com/events/box-office/rock-the-park-2016/#dates


 

Walking by faith: two new UMCSC mission initiatives 
 

 This year, United Methodists across South Carolina are gearing up to tackle two major conference-wide 

mission projects, and leaders are hoping everyone will get involved. 

 The South Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church is committing to what they call the “Homeless 

Initiative,” partnering with Upstate-based organization Homes of Hope to build two to four houses for homeless families 

in Greenville, and the “Bikes for the World Project,” asking youth in each district to collect and donate 1,200 bikes (100 

bikes per district) to help people who can’t afford a bike—many for basic transportation. 

 The mission projects are designed to reflect the theme of Annual Conference 2017, “A More Excellent Way: 

We Walk by Faith, Not by Sight.” Set for June 4-7, 2017, in Greenville, conference leaders are hoping their time in the 

Upstate will not just be one of conferencing but one of truly making a real impact in the community. 

 “It’s a good way to make a tremendous impact,” said Greenville District Superintendent Dr. George Howle. 

 “Annual Conference is more than just a business meeting, but an opportunity for United Methodists across 

South Carolina to experience ministry in the communities that host our Annual Conference event,” said South Carolina 

Resident Bishop Jonathan Holston. “Our 2017 annual conference Homeless Initiative is an opportunity for us to make a 

positive impact in the Greenville area that will last beyond our time of meeting there. The goal of our Bikes for the World 

project is to invite youth to be in mission in our state and around the world and that youth can make a difference in 

ministry at any age of life or stage of faith. My hope is that every church will commit to participate in these two 

initiatives. By doing so, United Methodists in South Carolina will learn the impact we make when we ‘walk by faith and 

not by sight’ in ministry.” 

  

Homeless Initiative 

 This project asks United Methodists across the state to 

pledge $100 by the end of September to help the conference 

sponsor homes for homeless families in the Greenville area. 

 The UMCSC is partnering with Homes of Hope, an agency 

with a mission to transform lives and break the poverty cycle. The conference sponsors 25 percent of the cost, and 

Homes of Hope pays for the rest, Howle said. 

 In order to sponsor a home, the conference needs to sign a letter of commitment for $39,000 for each home. 

Two churches in the Greenville District—Buncombe Street and Covenant UMCs—have already committed to funding 

two of these homes, and the conference is hoping individuals across the state will chip in resources to help the 

conference sponsor two more homes. 

 Indeed, the need is great, not only in Greenville but across South Carolina. Numbers show 787,788 people in 

South Carolina are living in poverty, and 268,467 (25.3 percent) of South Carolina children are living in poverty. 

 “What pulls at my heart is how many children live below poverty level, 32.4 percent in Greenville,” Howle said. 

 Statistics say at least 850 children in Greenville County schools are considered homeless.  Churches are 

asked to complete a pledge card at www.umcsc.org and return it to Conference Treasurer Beth Westbury by Sept. 30 

committing to $100 or however much they or their church wish to contribute. Funds should be paid by Dec. 31 so the 

homes can be built by Annual Conference 2018. For those who wish to help with labor, leaders will be organizing 

volunteer teams to do painting, landscaping and other tasks prior to or the week of Annual Conference, Howle said. 
 

Bikes for the World 

 This projects asks youth to collect and donate 1,200 bicycles to Bikes for the World, 

an international bike charity that ships used bikes to low-income families across the world. 

Each district is asking youth to contribute 100 bikes. Of the 1,200 bikes collected, 200 will go 

to Triune Mercy Center in Greenville and the South Main Chapel and Mercy Center in 

Anderson to be given to children and adults who cannot afford a bike—many who need one 

for basic transportation.  They are also collecting $10 per bike for the shipping charge. 

 The UMCSC will celebrate this mission with a family bike ride on Greenville Health System’s Swamp Rabbit 

Trail the Saturday before Annual Conference. 

   

 Tying in with conference goals 

 Leaders say the two mission initiatives tie in nicely with the UMCSC’s “bold goals” for 2017. Those goals are to 

reach out to those in greatest need, to break the poverty cycle, to make a difference in the lives of children and to share 

hope in our community. 

 “We are walking by faith and not by sight,” Howle said. 

http://www.umcsc.org/AnnualConferences/2017/Service2017.pdf
http://www.umcsc.org/AnnualConferences/2017/Service2017.pdf
http://www.umcsc.org/home/resources/2017-annual-conference/


 

Grace United  

Methodist Church  

invites children  

4k – 5
th
 grade  

to  

Camp Out  VBS 2017 

Sun., June 25 - Tues., June 27  

from 5:30 to 8:00 pm. 
(Registration Deadline 6/20) 

Camp Out VBS is a three-day summer adventure that will teach children about Jesus, God’s Son, who lights the way 

through the adventure of life. Get ready for fun, laughter, excitement, a bit of noise, and the joy of children as they discover 

they have a caring friend and guide in Jesus. The children will participate in music and motions to the Camp Out songs, 

experience hands on Bible stories, create meaningful projects, play games inspired by camping fun and enjoy tasty snacks.  

   VBS Coordination Team 

    Rev. David Bauknight                                            Karen Hibbard                                                             Margie Ruff 

For more information, call Grace UMC @ 864-427-1266.  

Register the children in your family by mailing or dropping off the bottom portion to: 

Grace UMC, 201 S. Church St., Union, SC 29379 
 

Name                            Gender         Age        Last Grade Completed                                Allergies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent/Guardian Name________________________________________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________________Phone__________________ 

Email_______________________________________ Home Church____________________________________ 

 

x_______________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature 

***Signing the above form gives Grace UMC permission to reproduce photographs of participants for ***  

publication, promotion, illustration, advertising, or trade, in any manner or medium related to the church.   

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Save top portion for your refrigerator! 



 

Providence Place, PA: Catherine Cooksey 

Heartland Residential: Raye Hellams, 

    Mary Jo Rogers 

Heartland Nursing:  Betty Lidkea  

 
 
 

Chancel Choir  
 

Wed., June  7 –  7:30pm 

Wed., June 14 – 7:30pm 

Wed., June 21 – 7:30pm 

Wed., June  28 - No Rehearsal  

  

Because We Care   

June  
 

  2 William Jeter,  

  Anna Kelly  
 

 6 Quinton Wilkes 
 

 7 Buddy Blackmon,  

  Cille Cody 
 

 8 Packie Whitener 
 

 9 Scott Hibbard 
 

 17 Michael Langley 
 

 19 Coleman Jeter 
 

 20 Gordon Roberson  
 

 25  Kelli Johnston  
 

  27 Larry Goff 
 

 28 Bailey, Patrick & Will Long, Jack Rash  
 

 30 Christy Kincheloe  

 

 We are deeply appreciative 

for all the recent newsletter 

submissions.  Please be 

encouraged to continue this trend!  

It takes all of us working together to have the best 

possible newsletter.  Deadline for the July Grace 

Messenger will be June 21st . 

 O God, our times are in Your hand: 

Look with favor, we pray, on Your 

servants  who have birthdays this month 

as they begin another year. Grant 

that they may grow in wisdom and grace, 

and strengthen their trust in Your 

goodness all the days of their life; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
 

Your Help Is 
Needed!  

 

     We need  YOUR  help in 

inviting children to VBS!  This 

is one of the greatest 

opportunities to be God's voice in a needy 

world!  Every day we see children wherever we go in 

our community.  We do not need to know children 

personally to invite them to our wonderful VBS.  Let's 

share our excitement and a smile as we give them a 

registration form.  Please, let's all do our part and print 

multiple copies of the registration form provided in 

June’s newsletter and invite children to VBS.  (You can 

even call the church office for additional copies!)   Take 

advantage of this wonderful opportunity to reach out to 

our community.  Together, we can do it!          

GUMCEP News 
 

 The GUMCEP 

summer program will begin 

on Thur., June 1st.  Many 

day trips are being planned 

to include: visiting the 

library, skating, movies at 

Big E in Gaffney, Greenville Zoo, Mr. Gattis, 

picnics at Foster Parks and a talent show to 

showcase our children’s talents.   



 

How many of these can you find on a summer afternoon? 

Make it a game.  Which family member can find the most? 



 

THE GRACE MESSENGER 
Grace United Methodist Church  
201 South. Church Street  
Union, SC   29379   
E-mail: mail@graceunion.org 

 

Congratulations to   

Abbie Valentine  

and the  

Lady Jackets! 

2017 Girls  

4A  Softball  

State Champs 

mailto:mail@graceunion.org

