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Grace United Methodist Church 
Mission: To love God completely and to serve Jesus Christ unselfishly 

June 2015 
 

Father's Day: A New Twist on an Old Day 
 

 If the third Sunday in June doesn’t ring 
a bell with you, let me remind you that it is 
Father's Day. 
  Honoring fathers is important. After all, the Bible 
commands us to honor them; but, this year, think 
of Father's Day with a new twist. Take some time 
to consider all your Heavenly Father has done 
for you and how you might be taking Him for 
granted. 
 The Model Father 
God is your Heavenly Father, and He is the 
perfect example of what it means to be a dad. 

Looking at each of the letters that make up the word 
"father," consider some of the characteristics that set 
Him apart and provide a model for our human dads. 
 F -Forgiveness is a huge part of your 
relationship with your Father. He is willing and able to 
forgive you of any sin you commit if you will only ask 
Him. It's comforting to know that nothing you do is ever 
so bad that God won't forgive you. (Romans 8:38-39; 1 
John 1:9)  Now, that's unconditional acceptance. 
 A -He is active in your life all the time. God is 
always at work around you. Ask God to show you what 
He is doing. You will be amazed at all that is going on. 
More important, the invitation is open for you to get 
involved with Him. You never have to wait for your turn 
to be active with God. (John 5:17) 
 T -Time for you. While humans get too busy to 
do this or that, God always has time for you. Whenever 
you feel lonely, struggle with a problem, want to share a 
thought, or need to deal with a concern, He is there for 
you. You can't find a time in your day when He is too 
busy to talk or listen to you. (Jeremiah 33:3) 
 H -The heart of the matter is that God knows 
your heart, and He loves you anyway. Proverbs tells us 
that the heart is deceitful above all things. Many people 
don't like to be around you if you aren't in a good mood 

or if you make mistakes. God wants to hang out with 
you anytime, and He alone is able to change your 
heart to be all you were created to be. (1 John 4:9-
10,19) 
 E -Everywhere sums up God's place in your 
life. If you're a Christian, there is nowhere you can go 
where He isn't with you. It can be encouraging to 
realize that when you are in a tough place in your life, 
He is right there with you. Whether other people are 
there or not, God is by your side. (Romans 8:35-39) 
 R -Rest and Read. These are two areas 
where most people could use a little work. Rest is 
important to you because it's easy to become so busy 
that you don't take time with the Lord. He wants you to 
set aside daily time to rest in Him and to read His 
Word. The Bible is His letter to His children. The best 
way to get to know your Father is to spend quality time 
resting and reading all about Him in the Word. 
(John 14:21; Psalm 46:10)     All these attributes of 
God's character make Him who He is. If you have 
been blessed with an earthly dad who has a lot in 
common with our Heavenly Father, be grateful. If you 
have missed out on a relationship with an earthly dad, 
be thankful that God is there for you and wants to 
meet the needs in your life. Let God know how much 
He means to you. 
Things you can do to make Father's Day special 
Write a letter or call just to say, "thanks." 
Try to get into his world for a change and spend time 
doing something with your dad that he enjoys. 
Have a conversation that doesn't have anything to do 
with getting money from him. 
Focus on all the positive things he has been in your life 
so far. Realize that God has placed that person in your 
life for a reason and be thankful.  Happy Father’s 
Day…Pastor David   (Adopted from Rachel 
Lovingood’s article) 

GUMCEP News 
 

 GUMCEP is ready to 

begin the Summer Fun 

Program on June 1st. Many 

activities are being planned 

for the students to participate 

in this summer.  Some of the activities are: 

going to the library, doing arts and crafts at 

the Union County Arts Council, going skating, 

going to the movies, and participating in 

activities sponsored by Clemson Extension.  

There are still some vacancies if you know of 

anyone that would like to join the fun!     

Senior FIT Club 
Update 

 

 Our six-week program 
is winding down, but it has 

been a great time of faith, fitness, fellowship, 
and fun. We have had a loyal group of 
believers intent on being good stewards of 
the health/body gift we have been given. A 
few member comments: "This is a great 
opportunity, so good for you, and such fun!" 
"I have learned so much and look forward to 
this every week." "This has been such a 
blessing and I don't want it to end." 
 Because of requests to continue the 
program, we are seriously considering a 
once-a-week summer Senior FIT Club 
geared towards the 50-plus age group. Our 
exercises are simple yet effective and, as 
always, you will be encouraged to proceed 
at your own fitness and comfort level. Please 
let us know of your interest by calling the 
church office by June 10. We are also in 
need of volunteers of any age to commit to 
as little as one hour per month. Questions? 
Please call Susan at 843-409-1391. Member 
or volunteer, this group will truly be a 
blessing to you!  

mailto:mail@graceunion.org
tel:843-409-1391


Restoration Day, A Huge Success! 
 

 On Tuesday, May 12th, a band of merry Christian soldiers 
invaded the second floor of the educational building and attacked 
some much needed repairs and updating.  Their fearless leader, 
Mike Farr, led the advancing charge while advising his dauntless 
followers on wall preparation and paint selection.  During the 

onslaught, Mike’s paint gun was aimed with marksman like precision at the ceiling of 
the first classroom for several hours as the thirsty surface drank over four gallons of 
crisp white ceiling paint! Mike is willing to continue to lead the renovation charge if 
volunteers help prepare walls and "cut in" rooms.  If you love seeing a “big 
difference” and enjoy immediate gratification for your labor, contact Tommy Sinclair, 
Trustee Chairman, and volunteer for some much needed church painting.  Who 
knows, Mike might just graduate some of us to be paint rollers!   
 Workdays are from 8am til noon (with lunch included) each Tuesday and 
Saturday in May and June until the 1st and 2nd floors are completed.   
 For all their help, we offer a huge thanks to the following volunteers of this 
first round of restoration: Tommy Sinclair, Mike Farr, Doris Russell, Glen Hibbard, 
Jerry Lipscomb, Judy Caston, Sheryl Price, Rusty Price, Tommy Sherbert, Preston 

Morton, and David Bauknight. 

Music & Worship Arts Week 2015 June 21-26 
Lake Junaluska, NC 

 

 Relationships form us. As we gather to make music and art together, our worship 
will invite us to consider how our relationships with the Holy and with each other have 
formed – and transformed – us. We affirm the power of the arts to inspire worshiping 

communities who "go and do likewise," transforming the world through worship.  
Event Highlights: 
An event highlighting the arts, worship, education, and renewal in the beautiful mountains  
of North Carolina at Lake Junaluska. Designed for all worship leaders: musicians, artists, 
dancers, actors and pastors. 
*All God’s People Gotta’ Sing, an evening of song and Fellowship 
*Evening Prayer in the chapel at Lake Junaluska, led by our young adults 
*Evening Prayer Service of Healing on Tuesday night 
*12 choral reading sessions and 4 handbell reading sessions 
*An organ recital by Jerry Westenkuehler on the Casavant organ at First United Methodist 
*Church in Waynesville 
*A fully-stocked music store PLUS a handbell product store at Lambuth Inn, both 
operated by Musik  
     Innovations 
*Choral, Dance, Instrumental and Handbell concerts performed by event participants 
*Youth Talent Show 
For more information visit: http://www.lakejunaluska.com/events/calendar/ 

2015 Asbury Hills Camp Dates 
 

 Asbury Hills is all about fun, friends, and faith.  Campers form close bonds with their 
cabin mates and counselors, some that last a lifetime! And what better environment to 
nurture personal and spiritual growth than with activities like riding ziplines, hiking down a 
creek, shooting archery, or reaching new heights on our high ropes elements.  Campers at 
Asbury Hills also participate in age appropriate worship lead by the Camp Pastor and live 
band followed by small group breakout devotions. 
 

  

 

   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Core  (*June 14-19 & July 12-17 waitlist) 
June 14-19, July 12-17, July 26-31 
Capacity: 84-112    Cost: $440 

Drenched (*July 19-24 on waitlist for boys) 
July 5-10, July 19-24 
Capacity: 28-42   Cost: $460  

Altitude (*June 21-26 girls waitlist) 
June 7-12, June 21-26 
Capacity: 24    Cost: $455  

Fusion 
July 26-31 
Capacity: 36 
Cost: $440 

Express (*June 14-16, June 17-19, July 5-7, and July 8-10 waitlist for girls) 
June 14-16, June 17-19, July 5-7, July 8-10    Capacity: 52   Cost: $200  

Expedition on waitlist for girls        
June 7-19 
Capacity: 28    Cost: $995  

Core 
June 7-12, June 14-19, July 5-10,  
July 12-17, July 19-24 
Capacity: 56-84      Cost: $450 

Eclipse    August 2-7 
Capacity: 84      Cost: $450  

Drenched *July 12-17 & July 26-31 waitlist 
July 12-17, July 26-31 
Capacity: 28     Cost: $480 

Adventure *on waitlist for girls (Cap: 20) 
Ultimate Dates: June 7-12 
Ultimate Cost: $555 

Whitewater    June 21-26 
Whitewater Cost: $590 

Junior High (6
th

-8
th

) Camps  

Elementary (2
nd

 -5
th

) Camps 



 

Offering Report as of                    May 17,  2015 
2015  Budget                                       $381,728.00 
Needed for 2015 Budget Y-T-D            146,808.60 
Budget Rec’d Y-T-D                      136,552.02 
Surplus/Deficit Y-T-D                             -10,256.58 
Weekly Offering Needed                         7,340.43 
Expenses Y-T-D                                    138,985.65 
  

 Greetings sisters and brothers!  
We’re beginning June and I urge each of us 
to consider our part in Grace’s budgetary 
needs.  Pray about making an additional gift 
to ensure the continuation of our various 
ministries.               Sincerely, Pastor David 

Stewardship  
Report 
2015 

Because We Care 
 

Providence Place, PA: Catherine Cooksey 

Savannah Grace-Palms, 

     of Mt. Pleasant, SC: Judith Eversman 

NHC, Laurens, SC: Cornelia Huggins 

Easley, SC: Eleanor Hawkins 

Heartland Residential: Ruth Gregory, 

  Betty Lidkea & Mary Jo Rogers 

Heartland Nursing:  Lib Ruff 

Ellen Sagar Nursing:  Lib Johns 

 Calling all Youth! 
Immerse is coming to 
Spartanburg July 10, 11 & 
12! A weekend filled with 
inspiring worship and in-

depth studies in the Word of God, Immerse is 
designed to build up the next generation of 
the body of Christ. From small groups that 
offer an opportunity to process the weekend 
in a safe community of peers, to breakout 
sessions designed to deal with faith and life 
topics, with time for recreation on the beautiful 
campus of Spartanburg Methodist College.   
The price for staying on campus is $225 per 
person. For more information please contact 
Preston @ (843) 457-3902.  Proceeds from 
our movie nights will help defer the cost for 
youth attending Immerse. 
 June 22nd the Youth are making a 
Splash! That’s right; the youth are having a 
pool party at the James Home at 6pm. Come 
join us for some fun in the sun and a cookout! 
A big thank you to the James family for 
hosting us! 
 Summer Movie Nights at Grace! This 
summer the youth will be hosting Movie Night 
fundraisers! Our first showing will be God’s 
Not Dead on June 5th at 7pm. The cost will be 
$2.00 for admission and $2.00 for a drink and 
popcorn! Have children? No problem. Bring 
them with you.  
 June 6th the youth will be heading to 
Caesar’s Head State Park to hike trails, study 
the Word, and enjoy the adventure. We will 
leave Grace at 9am on the bus.  Our return 
time will be late afternoon. Come join us and 
enjoy the day! 
 June 12th we will host our second 
movie night! Courageous will be shown for 
$2.00 admission. 
 On June 13th the Grace youth will 

welcome the Salkehatchie campers and 

assist them with moving in for the week.  

 
 

 
 

June 1 - Kathryn Moore 
  2 - William Jeter, 
  Anna Kelly 
  6 - Quinton Wilkes 
 7 -  Buddy Blackmon, Cille Cody 
 8 -  Packie Whitener 
 9-   Scott Hibbard 
17 - Michael Langley 
20 - Gordon Roberson 
25 - Kelli Johnston 
27 - Larry Goff, Bryson Pate 
28 - Bailey, Patrick, & Will Long,  
 Jack Rash   
30 - Christy Kincheloe 

 

Mark Your Calendars! 
The next YAH meeting will 
be Wednesday, June 10th 
at noon! See you there! 

FINAL Bulk Mail Out ! 
 

 In an effort to be good stewards 
with our funds, the June issue of The 
Grace Messenger will be the final bulk 
mail out.  Copies of the newsletter will 
continue to be mailed to shut-ins.  You 
will receive an email with a newsletter 
attachment or you may go to the church 
website  www.graceunion.org  to view 
the newsletter.  If you do not have 
internet access and would like to have a 
‘hard-copy’, please contact the church 
office immediately.  

Gospel Grass 
 

 Our very own Gospel 
Grass group will be playing 
and singing during the 
worship service on June 14th 
(Salkehatchie Sunday).  Be 
sure to make plans now to 
be present for this special musical treat!  

Movie Nights  
at Grace 

 

 The youth will be 
hosting Movie Nights in an 
effort to raise money for 

Immerse.  Showings will be in the gym for a 
$2.00 admission and $2.00 for popcorn and 
drink.  Children are welcome! 
 Our first showing will be God’s Not 
Dead on June 5th at 7 pm.  On June 12th 
Courageous will be shown.  

Thanks  
Hospitality Ministry 

Team!! 
 

 I just wanted to tell 
you all that words cannot express my 
gratitude for all you did to make the 
luncheon so special for our graduates on 
Sunday.  All the graduates and their 
families were very appreciative for all you 
did for them.  This is what makes our 
efforts worthwhile.                                    
                                        Brenda Childers 

Altar Flowers 
Needed 

 

 It has just come 
to our attention that the 
Altar Guild budget for 
2015 has almost been depleted before we 
reach the half year mark.  If any of you 
have loved ones or friends you would like 
to honor or memorialize,  placing flowers in 
the church is a lovely way to do that.  Just 
let Caroline know so that she can add you 
to the flower calendar.  Also, if any of you 
have spring blooms and flower arranging 
skills that you would like to share with the 
church, the altar is a wonderful place to 
showcase your talent. 



     Announcing 2015 Everest VBS  
 July 13 - 17th 

Conquering Life’s Challenges with God’s Mighty Power 
 

 This year at Everest VBS we are taking it to the limit!  
On July 13th-17th, 1st Baptist and Grace UMC will embark on 
an icy expedition together where kids will learn to overcome 
obstacles with God's awesome power.  Our challenge is to 
anchor kids in rock-solid Bible truths that will guide them 
through life's challenges.  At Everest vacation Bible school, kids will experience God’s 
Word in surprising and unforgettable ways!  Each day, leaders will reinforce one simple 
Bible truth – which makes it easy for kids to remember and apply to real life!  They will trek 
through field-tested activity stations with their Climbing Crews (small groups of up to 5 kids 
and one leader) that will reinforce the daily Bible Point in a hands-on, interactive way that 
keeps everyone engaged. VBS can be fun for everyone, including adults!  If you haven’t 
been praying for VBS, please stop right now and ask for God’s guidance in everything we 
do!  Pray for all aspects of volunteering, participant involvement, and all the preparations 
still ahead of us!  If you haven’t registered yet, let’s get that done early too!!  Registration 
deadline is July 1st.  Forms are online at our website and on the Welcome Table. 

Beth Moore 
“Living Proof Live” 

 

      LifeWay Christian Resources is slated to bring well-
known Bible teacher and best-selling author Beth Moore to 
Bon Secours Wellness Arena on July 10-11, 2015.  Beth 
Moore's life-transforming Bible study challenges and 

inspires women of every age, everywhere.  Beth's focus will be on the Scripture that God 
lays on her heart for each individual Living Proof Live event - no two are the same. 

 Friday, July 10-Saturday, July 11, 2015. 

 Doors open at 5:30 pm on Friday and 7:30 am on Saturday. 

 All seating is reserved. 

 Parking is at an additional expense. 

 Bon Secours Wellness Arena is located at 650 N Academy St, Greenville SC 29601. 

 Cost is $69 per person. 
Tickets are available at:    
https://bonsecoursarena.com/event/beth-moore or by phone 1- 800.254.2022. 

2015 Salkehatchie Week, June 13th-20th 

 

 Many of our neighbors in South Carolina live in homes needing repair and Jesus has 
called us to love our neighbor (Luke 10:29-37). SC United Methodist Youth need to experience 
Christian servant hood. “And he said to all, ‘If any man would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.’ ” (Luke 9:23) 
 Salkehatchie Summer Service is a pioneering servant ministry held at selected sites in 
SC, including Union. It involves high school and college age youth, adult community leaders, 
and persons of different cultures in upgrading housing. Salkehatchie motivates community 
cooperative efforts by helping persons to help themselves, and providing all participants with 
opportunities for personal growth and service. During the week, participants physically improve 
homes of needy families and reach out to these families and one another in friendship. 
Salkehatchie is geared to high school and college age youth drawn primarily from the SC 
United Methodist Conference. Participants must be at least 14 years old by the beginning of 
the camp they attend and pay a $230 fee per person.  Adult leaders also 
attend to offer guidance and support.     
How Can I Help? 

 Pray for every aspect of this ministry. 
 Volunteer – Youth willing to work & adults with skills to share are 

needed. 
 Donate Supplies – Lumber, paint, caulking, plywood, linoleum, 

paneling, nails, etc. may be brought to individual camps. 
 Financial Support – Cash contributions are needed and appreciated. If you would like to 

make a donation please make your check payable to: Salkehatchie-Union Camp  and 
submit to the church office. 

 We will have special offerings in support of this ministry on June 7th and 14th .  Please 
make your checks to Grace marked “Salkehatchie”/  

 On June 7-11, thousands of United Methodists will head to the 
Civic Center in Florence, SC for our denomination’s Annual Conference.  
They will explore this year’s theme “A More Excellent Way: Becoming 
Disciples God Can Use”.  As the body considers a nearly $16.8 million 
2016 conference budget, they will vote on new resolutions, ordain new 
clergy, elect delegates to General and Jurisdictional conferences—and 
pack more than 285,000 Stop Hunger Now meals for hungry families 
around the world. Please remember to pray for our pastor, our church, the 
denomination, and our Annual Conference. 

http://www.umcsc.org/home/resources/2015-annual-conference/2015-stop-hunger-now

