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From the Pastor  

Walking Our Faith 
He replied, "Because you have so little faith. I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as 
a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there' and it will 
move. Nothing will be impossible for you. ”– Matthew 17:20   
  CNN posted an article about a young man’s spiritual pilgrimage.  When Andrew 
Domini learned that a friend had recently been diagnosed with stage IV cancer, the 19-year-
old college student traveled 70 miles to pray at the shrine of a Catholic Saint, Theodore 
Guerin.  Domini could have easily driven the 70 mile distance, but he wanted his journey to 
be a sacrifice, so he chose to walk instead.  The journey took him two days.  He arrived with 
feet blistered and bloody, but as he prayed over the remains of the Catholic Saint, Domini 
said he finally felt at peace. 
 Now here’s the interesting part.  Andrew Domini isn’t Catholic, and when asked, he 
admitted to having mixed feelings about the Church.  Reading this story, I couldn’t help but 
be struck by the young man’s similarity to the Roman centurion from Luke 7. “When Jesus 
had finished saying all this in the hearing of the people, he entered Capernaum. There a 
centurion's servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and about to die. The 
centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and 
heal his servant. When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, "This man 
deserves to have you do this, because he loves our nation and has built our 
synagogue." So Jesus went with them. He was not far from the house when the centurion 

sent friends to say to him: "Lord, don't trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under 
my roof. That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and 
my servant will be healed. For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this 
one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he 
does it." When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he 
said, "I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel."- Luke 7:1-9 

I have to admit, after reading that article I began to think.  What are we willing to sacrifice to 
truly honor The King of kings?  Domini was willing to sacrifice in order to pray to a God he barely 
understood.   What, if any, sacrifice have we made to show just how much we love and desire to 
have a closer relationship with our Savior?  Do a few garbled words before falling asleep at night or 
a quick, “Good Morning, Lord!” count?  Andrew Domini spent two days walking 70 miles to reach a 
place of worship.  What sacrifices have we made so we can truly worship Jesus?  Does my five 
minute walk to church on Sunday morning count?  Are we willing to put aside our comfort, our 
wants and desires, to honorably worship The One who died in our place?  It is so easy to grow 
complacent in our faith, to make it such a part of our daily ritual that we end up forgetting God.  
Sometime we don’t even take time to have a conversation with Him.  But God wants more from us 
than our hollow actions and lifeless obedience; he wants to be the center of our lives.  He desires 
that we grow in our love of Him. 

Being a faithful Christian means living with a passion for God and a willingness to go the 
extra mile or miles.  It means living with vision, and not settling for the bear minimum, so we can get 
by.  It’s seeking to know our unfathomable God, and realizing that He always has something new 
He wants to teach us.  So, let me ask, “When was the last time we really sacrificed something, 
anything for God?”  Just wondering…Pastor David  

June  2016 



No  

Family Night Supper in 

June due to 

Salkehatchie Camp. 

 

Offering Report as of                          May 22, 2016 

2016  Budget -                                       $      386,711.00 

Needed for 2016 Budget Y-T-D -         $      156,205.77 

Budget Rec’d Y-T-D -                $      133,790.60 

Surplus/Deficit Y-T-D  -                    $       -22,415.17 

Weekly Offering Needed  -                   $          7,436.75 

Expenses Y-T-D -                                 $   138,409.14 

    
 Pease put Grace as a priority in your financial 
planning.  Our combined gifts keep the Church’s 
mission alive and growing.  Thank you so much!!  
    Sincerely, Pastor David 

Stewardship  

Report   2016 

 

Circle of Hope:Circle of Hope:Circle of Hope:   
 No Meeting til Sept. 
 

Johnnie Sanders Circle:Johnnie Sanders Circle:Johnnie Sanders Circle:   
 No Meeting til Sept.  
  

Lucy Lee Shuler Circle:Lucy Lee Shuler Circle:Lucy Lee Shuler Circle:   
 No Meeting til Sept.  

 

GUMCEP News 
 

 GUMCEP Summer 
Program will begin in June.   
Day trips planned will be going 
to the library once a week, 
going to the Big E in Gaffney to see movies, 
and going skating.  We will be doing Father’s 
Day activities and many other games, etc.  
Come by and visit any time!   

 

Young At Heart 
 

 Young at Heart lunch 
will be  Wednesday, June 
8

th 
at  12 noon at Andy’s.  We 

look forward to seeing 
everyone there. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Father’s Day Poem 
 

By Unknonwn Author 
 

God took the strength of a mountain, 
The majesty of a tree, 
The warmth of a summer sun, 
The calm of a quiet sea, 
The generous soul of nature, 
The comforting arm of night, 
The wisdom of the ages, 
The power of the eagle's flight, 
The joy of a morning in spring, 
The faith of a mustard seed, 
The patience of eternity, 
The depth of a family need, 
Then God combined these qualities, 
When there was nothing more to add, 
He knew His masterpiece was complete, 
And so, He called it ... Dad 

 
 

Wishing all our Fathers  

a very blessed Father’s Day! 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Graduate Sunday was awesome! We had four high school graduates and four college graduates. We are so 

proud of all of you. A huge thank you to the families who attended, to the Hospitality team for the wonderful meal, and 

everyone who helped make this a special Sunday. 

On Saturday, May 14
th
 , Preston Morton and Jon Nick Gault traveled to Lancaster, SC to attend the 

Salkehatchie adult leader meeting and tour the homes. A warm welcome was extended by Host Church, St. Luke UMC, 

and other leaders who will be attending the 2016 Lancaster Camp. Instructions, tips, jokes, and advice for preparing for 

Salkehatchie was shared with the group. 

Car Wash Update: Due to bad weather, our car wash fundraiser was rescheduled for June 4
th
.  We will be 

located in the parking lot between Advance Auto and Sherwin Williams from 10 am to 2 pm. So if your car, truck or van 

is still asking to be washed, bring it by and we’ll take care of it! This fundraiser is for donations. 

 For the first time in a long time, Grace is sending her first official Salkehatchie team to another camp. On June 

11
th
, Jon Nick Gault, Jacob Gault, Grayson Fallaw, Grant Harris Clint Smallwood, and Preston Morton will be leaving for 

the Lancaster Camp to serve the local community by painting, plumbing, roofing, cleaning up as well as carpentry and 

meeting other needs of the families. They will be returning on June 18
th
. Keep us in prayer for safety and blessings for 

all the lives involved in this amazing ministry. 

 The MYF will be assisting Unity UMC by serving dinner to the Union Salkehatchie camp on June 21
st
 at Unity. 

Youth are asked to meet at Unity UMC, 206 Hart Street, by 5:30pm.  

 Are you signed up for Vacation Bible School? If not, you should be. Here is one of many reasons you should 

sign up today! The MYF will be hosting all of the adventurous games right here at Grace!  

2016 VBS Offers a  
Tremendous Opportunity  

for Grace UMC 
 

 Quote from Lutheran Lay Leader Brian Stoffregen, "Everything I've 

read states that by far the most effective resource for increasing 

church membership is the members themselves inviting others to 

church.  I've heard mission developers state (although I don't know if any have tried it) that the money 

spent on mass mailings or TV ads would have a better return if it was given to members to invite 

someone to church."  
 

 We need YOUR help in inviting children to VBS!!  This is one of the greatest opportunities to be 

God's voice in a needy world!  Every day we see children wherever we go in our community.  We do not 

need to know children personally to invite them to our wonderful VBS.  Let's share our excitement and a 

smile as we give them a registration form.  Please, let's all do our part and print multiple copies of the 

registration form provided in June’s newsletter and invite children to VBS.  (You can even call the 

church office for additional copies!)   Take advantage of this wonderful opportunity to reach out to our 

community.  Together, we can do it!     Pastor David 



 
Chancel Choir 

Rehearsals 
 

Wed. June     1st  7:30pm 
Wed. June     8th   7:30pm 
Wed. June    15th  7:30pm 
Wed. June    22nd  7:30pm 
Wed. June   29th  No Rehearsal (VBS) 

 
 

 
Bells of Grace  

  
 
No Bells of Grace Rehearsals 

until September, 2016 

Youth Notice:  

 During the month of July, Preston will be 

away.   There will be no Youth activities and we 

invite those who will be attending Sunday School to 

combine with Bob Love’s Class.  As the school year 

approaches, there will be a Youth Kick Off on 

August 7th.  We’re looking forward to getting 

everyone back in the groove and preparing for a 

wonderful year.   

 
 
 

 

UMW News 

 The June 7th UMW General Meeting has being rescheduled for 

August.   

 The Mission U Craft Closet is asking for donations: any crafts, canned 

goods, knitting/crocheting, sewing, woodworking, pottery, ceramics, jewelry 

making, wood signage, watercolor pictures/cards/bookmarks/note cards, and 

etc., Mary Lou Gregory has offered to deliver donations. Please, no yard sale 

or used items; only new is appreciated.  These donated items are sold during the three days of Mission U at 

Spartanburg Methodist College, July 21- 23, 2016 and the proceeds benefit our five missions.  Please think 

about helping this worthy cause!  I know we have lots of talented and crafty members out there! 

 The Spartanburg Conference Lake Junaluska Retreat is in September.  I am wanting to go, but! I 

would like to not go alone!  If interested, let me know.  Reservation forms are on the Information Table.  Pray 

about this.  I have done Youth Retreats there and other places and have always come away full of the Holy 

Spirit!                  Sheryl Price 

SC Annual Conference 2016 
June 5-8, 2016 @ Florence Civic Center  

 

 

 

Friends, 

 I am excited about our upcoming 2016 Annual Conference Session. Our theme, “Making Space For 

God To Work,” continues our faith journey in seeking a more excellent way to make disciples of Jesus Christ 

and transform our world. I am delighted to welcome Bishop Lawrence McCleskey to share with us in praise 

and worship as well as Dr. Luther Smith to lead us in bible study. Also, you are invited to participate in an 

awesome Imagine No Malaria event as we celebrate our goal of raising $1 million. So, come and share in a 

glorious time of celebration, generosity and worship.                           – Bishop Holston 

 
June 26th - Annual Conference Report Day 

by our delegates Frances Adams and Jane Moore 

Please be in prayer for our Conference and our 
delegates, Frances Adams and Jane Moore. 



 

 

2015 Salkehatchie Week, June 19
th

-25
th    

 

 Many of our neighbors in South Carolina live in homes 

needing repair, and Jesus has called us to love our neighbor 

(Luke 10:29-37). South Carolina United Methodist Youth need 

to experience Christian servanthood. “And he said to all, ‘If any 

man would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 

cross daily and follow me.’ ” (Luke 9:23) 
 

 Salkehatchie Summer Service is a pioneering servant ministry held at selected sites in South 

Carolina, including Union. It involves high school and college age youth, adult community leaders, and 

persons of different cultures in upgrading housing. Salkehatchie motivates community cooperative efforts by 

helping persons to help themselves, and providing all participants with opportunities for personal growth and 

service. During the week, participants physically improve homes of needy families and reach out to these 

families and one another in friendship. Salkehatchie is geared to high school and college age youth drawn 

primarily from the South Carolina United Methodist Conference. Participants must be at least 14 years old 

by the beginning of the camp they attend and pay a $230 fee per person.  Adult leaders also attend to offer 

guidance and support.     
 

How Can I Help? 
 

Pray for every aspect of this ministry. 

Volunteer – Youth willing to work and adults with skills to share are needed. 

Donate Supplies – Lumber, paint, caulking, plywood, linoleum, paneling, nails, etc. may be brought to 

individual camps. 

Financial Support – Continuing our Service for the "Least of These." 

As we approach Salkehatchie time, we encourage everyone to consider a gift to our Union 

Salkehatchie Camp.  This year five homes will be renovated and our prayer is that the 

residents will have a better place to call home and enjoy a safer environment.  If you would 

like to make a donation please make your check payable to: Salkehatchie-Union Camp and 

submit to the church office. Your gift truly makes a difference in more ways than we can 

imagine. 

 
General Conference 2016 -  

Human Sexuality 
 

 At General Conference 2016 a 
decision to accept a recommendation from 
the Council of Bishops held all votes on 
human sexuality and referred all that 
legislation and the entire subject to a yet-to
-be named special commission that will 
examine “every paragraph in our Book of 
Discipline regarding human 
sexuality.”  The decision was met with joy 
and trepidation.   

For more information visit:  http://

www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-

2016  

 

 

 

IMAGINE NO MALARIA 
 

 Join with us to raise 
$1,000,000 dollars to fight 
Malaria.  An extraordinary 
ministry of the people of the 
United Methodist Church, 
putting our faith into action to 
end preventable deaths by 
malaria in Africa. 
 This preventable and treatable disease, 
transmitted through the bite of a mosquito, claims nearly 
500,000 lives a year.  Imagine No Malaria is an initiative 
of The United Methodist Church to raise $75 million to 
end preventable deaths from malaria in Africa.  The SC 
Annual Conference has pleaded $1 million.  Grace 
Church Council has pledged $5,000 over the next two 
years.  Please give prayerful consideration to giving to the 
initiative.   

http://www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-2016
http://www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-2016
http://www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-2016


Shoe Drive for the Needy 
 

 Liberty Hill UMC in Greer, 
SC is sponsoring a mission 
outreach to shoe children less 
fortunate than ourselves.  Last 
year 2,000 pairs of shoes were 

given away.   Shoes will be given away on August 
6th, which is right before school and will help with 
finances for parents.  They will accept any old shoes 
in good condition, but they would prefer to have new 
ones for the children.  Sizes most popular last year 
were 3 thru 7 in boys and girls.  They also plan to 
collect money and buy shoes in bulk from  a shoe 
dealer to stretch their dollars for the most possible 
number of shoes. 
 Please take the time to reflect how you can 
help.  We must as Christians have faith but faith 
without deeds is empty.  Please consider giving 
money or shoes to a very worthy cause.  They will 
gladly accept any good condition adult shoes that 
you wish to donate.   
 Shoes must be turned in by July 23, 206.  
Donated money should be sent to Liberty Hill UMC, 
marked shoe drive, 301 Liberty Hill Road, Greer, SC 
29561.  For more information, please contact Zane 
Gray at 864-380-7702. 

 

Carowinds Summer Rock the Park Schedule  
14523 Carowinds Blvd 
Charlotte, NC 28273 

Featuring: 
 

Newsboys are a Christian pop rock band founded in 1985 in 
Mooloolaba, Australia. They have released 16 studio albums, 
six of which have been certified gold. Currently, the band 
consists of lead vocalist Michael Tait, keyboardist Jeff 
Frankenstein, guitarist Jody Davis, and drummer Duncan 
Phillips. 
 for KING & COUNTRY is a reflection of standing and 

fighting for something greater than yourself. Known for venturing into new musical territories, for KING & 
COUNTRY raised expectations tremendously with a win for New Artist of the Year at the 2013 GMA Dove 
Awards, where they received six nominations. Billboard also named them as one of the New Artists to Watch for 
2012 and American Songwriter called them “Australia’s answer to Coldplay.” 
 Matt Maher is an artist, songwriter, and worship leader originally from Newfoundland, Canada, who later 
relocated to Tempe, Arizona. He has written and produced five solo albums to date. Three of his albums have 
reached the Top 25 Christian Albums Billboard chart and four of his singles have reached the Top 25 Christian 
Songs chart. 
 Love & the Outcome is a Christian contemporary Christian music husband-wife duo from Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada. They are on the Word Records label, and released their first album entitled Love & the 
Outcome on August 27, 2013 and won the 2013 GMA Canada Covenant Award for New Artist of the Year. 
 Mr. Talkbox 
The Orlando-born performer is no stranger to the stage or the recording studio. Chambers grew up in a musical 
household where he was exposed to everything from Gospel to Jazz, but the one particular sound that captured 
his heart and imagination was the Talkbox.  
 

 TO ORDER TICKETS BY PHONE   1-800-745-3000  
 Online visit: http://www.hisradio.com/events/box-office/rock-the-park-2016/#dates 

2016 Grace Graduates 

We Are So Proud of You! 

tel:18007453000
http://www.hisradio.com/events/box-office/rock-the-park-2016/#dates


Providence Place, PA: Catherine Cooksey 

Savannah Grace-Palms,  

     of Mt. Pleasant, SC:     Judith Eversman 

Park Place, Spbg.:  JoAnn Cordell 

Heartland Residential: Raye Hellams, 

    Betty Lidkea,  

    Mary Jo Rogers 

Heartland Nursing:   Ruth Gregory 

Because We Care   

  June   

 

  1  Kathryn Moore 
 

 

 

 2 William Jeter,  

  Anna Kelly 
 

 4 Caroline Barger 
   

 6 Quinton Wilkes 
 

 7 Buddy Blackmon, Cille Cody 
 

 8 Packie Whitener 
 

 9 Scott Hibbard 
  

 17 Michael Langley 
 

  20 Gordon Roberson 
    

 25 Kelli Johnston 
 

 

 27 Larry Goff, Bryson Pate 
 

  

 28 Bailey, Patrick, and Will Long  
 

  Jack Rash 
 

 

 30 Christy Kincheloe 

 We are deeply appreciative 

for all the recent newsletter 

submissions.  Please be encouraged 

to continue this trend!  It takes all of 

us working together to have the best 

possible newsletter.  Deadline for the July Grace 

Messenger will be June 15
th 

. 

 O God, our times are in Your 

hand: Look with favor, we pray, on 

Your servants  who have birthdays 

this month as they begin another 

year. Grant that they may grow in 

wisdom and grace, and 

strengthen their trust in Your 

goodness all the days of their life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Consider seeing……God’s Not Dead 2 

 High school history teacher Grace Wesley (Melissa Joan Hart) comes under fire for answering a 

student's (Hayley Orrantia) question about Jesus. When Grace refuses to apologize, the school board votes 

to suspend her and threatens to revoke her teaching certificate. Forced to stand trial to save her career, 

Grace hires young lawyer Tom Endler (Jesse Metcalfe) to defend her in court. Endler devises a powerful 

strategy to show the jury the historical significance of Wesley's classroom discussion. 



 

Grace United Methodist Church  

invites Children 4k – 5
th
 grade  

to Cave Quest VBS 2016 

Sunday, June 26 - Thursday, June 30 from 5:30 to 8:00 pm. 
(Registration Deadline 6/20) 

   VBS Coordination Team 

    Rev. David Bauknight                        Sherry Bauknight                       Karen Hibbard                      Margie Ruff 

For more information, call Grace UMC @ 864-427-1266.  

Cave Quest VBS is a summer kid’s event where children will discover what it means to, “Follow Jesus, the Light of the 

World”.  Kids participate in memorable Bible-learning activities, sing catchy songs, play teamwork-building games, dig into 

yummy food, experience one-of-a-kind Bible adventures, and test out Sciency-Fun Gizmos they’ll take home and play with all 

summer long. 

Save top portion for your refrigerator! 

Register the children in your family by mailing or dropping off the bottom portion to: 

Grace UMC, 201 S. Church St., Union, SC 29379 

 

Name                            Gender         Age        Last Grade Completed                                Allergies 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent/Guardian Name________________________________________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________________Phone__________________ 

Email_______________________________________ Home Church____________________________________ 

 

x_______________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature 

***Signing the above form gives Grace UMC permission to reproduce photographs of participants for ***  
publication, promotion, illustration, advertising, or trade, in any manner or medium related to the church.   

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-— 



 

THE GRACE MESSENGER 
Grace United Methodist Church  
201 South. Church Street  
Union, SC   29379   
E-mail: mail@graceunion.org 

Summer Recipe Just for Kids… 
Lady Bug Open - faced BLT 

 

What you’ll need 
1 slice of whole wheat bread, toasted 
1 tbsp mayo 
2 slices of cooked bacon 
1 lettuce leaf 
1 slice of tomato 
1 large pitted black olive 
6 slices of black olive 
2 lettuce stems 
2 icing eyes 
sharp kitchen knife 
 

Directions: 
1. Spread some mayo on your toasted slice of whole wheat 
bread. 
2. Place 2 slices of bacon on top of the mayo. 
3. Place 1 lettuce leaf on top of the bacon. 
4. Slice your tomato in half and place it on top of the lettuce, 
slightly separated at the back. 
5. Grab your 6 slices of black olives and place 3 on each 
slice of tomato. 
6. Take your large black olive and place it at the front of the 
tomato for the ladybug’s head. 
7. Stick 2 lettuce leaf stems in the black olive hole for the 
ladybug’s antennae. 
8. Take your icing eyes, and a small dab of mayo and stick 
them on the large black olive for eyes. 
Incredibly tasty and incredibly cute! What more could you 
ask more?! Your kids are going to love it. 

mailto:mail@graceunion.org

