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From the Pastor  

How Much More? 
 

Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. If it is possible, as far 
as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. (Romans 12:17-18) 

 

 In a perfect world, we could live together without any disagreements. Unfortunately this isn’t a 
perfect world; it’s a fallen one.  We hear of atrocities taking place in our state, our country and all over the 
world.  Conflict is as real as the breath we breathe.  Not only is conflict “out there,” conflict is right here in 
the church as we see our share of conflict between members. We hear about it every day, pastors argue, 
professing Christians hold grudges against their brothers and sisters, and Churches split. These are things 
that infect our fellowship, whether we want to face it or believe it.  We might even wonder why these things 
happen, and we struggle with how to deal with them.  
 A few years ago a person came to me and the hurt was very evident.  He was feeling hurt and angry 
because of something a fellow believer had said to him.  When he finally confided this to me, he said, “I 
just hate them so much.” 
 This is nothing new.  The disciple Peter had been in a similar situation. Look at what Jesus said to 
him, “Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins 
against me?  Up to seven times?"  Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven 
times.” (Matthew 18:21-22) 
 Thank goodness that Jesus didn’t stop there.  He continued by telling the parable of the Servant and 
the Master.  It begins with a kind man who dismisses his servant’s enormous debt, “"But when that servant 

went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii.  He grabbed him and began to choke 
him. 'Pay back what you owe me!' he demanded.  "His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, 'Be patient with 
me, and I will pay you back.'  "But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could 
pay the debt.  When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told their 
master everything that had happened.  "Then the master called the servant in. 'You wicked servant,' he said, 'I 
canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to.  Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as 
I had on you?'  In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he 
owed.  "This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your 
heart."  (Matthew 18:28-35) 

Friends… …as Christians, we are commanded to forgive those who wrong us, not just because God wants us to 
love one another, but because he first loved us.  When we really think about this, God’s love isn’t determined by who 
we are or what we think, say or do.  God loves us because that is who God is.   

When we are upset with someone, how do we determine what we do?  Do we go to God first, or do we let our 
human nature burst forth with vengeance?  We need to do as Jesus did and always go to God in prayer and seek His 
guidance, not our so-called natural response.  To pray first and allow God’s patience to hold us, then we can follow 
Jesus’ prescription to go to that person with whom we have a difference, praying that both of us can settle the 
disagreement or concern.  (see Matthew 18:15-18) 

As we begin a new day in faith with Jesus, let’s consider if there is anyone in our life we are struggling to 
forgive?  If so, remember the parable of the King and his servant.  Praying that I continue to grow in peace, patience 
and love…Pastor David. 

Unforgiveness is like drinking poison yourself and waiting for the other person to die.   
                    ---Marianne Williamson 
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Offering Report as of                                   June 26, 2016 

2016  Budget -                                       $       386,711.00 

Needed for 2016 Budget Y-T-D -         $       193,613.25 

Budget Rec’d Y-T-D -                $       171,791.60 

Surplus/Deficit Y-T-D  -                    $        -21,821.65 

Weekly Offering Needed  -                   $           7,436.75 

Expenses Y-T-D -                                 $       169,465.21 

    
 Please put Grace as a priority in your financial 
planning.  Our combined gifts keep the Church’s 
mission alive and growing.  Thank you so much!!  
    Sincerely, Pastor David 

 No Meeting til Sept. 
 

 No Meeting til Sept.  
  

 No Meeting til Sept.  

 

GUMCEP News 
 

 GUMCEP Summer Program is 
going great!  Going to the library, to 
the park for a picnic lunch, and 
playing all kinds of games are some 
of the activities.  We want to wish 
everyone a happy and safe 4th of July!  
Come by and visit any time!    

 

Young At Heart 
 

 Young at Heart lunch 
will be  Wednesday, July 
13

th 
at  12 noon at Andy’s.  

We look forward to seeing 
everyone there. 

Yah -Yah Fun Day  
August 10 

 

 The annual Spartanburg 
District Yah-Yah Fun Day is 
scheduled for Wednesday, 
August 10th at St. James UMC 
in Spartanburg! 
 This year’s program will 
include Rev. Tommy Bailey, 

pastor of St. James, Laurens.  He will portray the Rev. 
Josiah Whangdoodle who enlightens people on the 
Scriptures.   Musical guest will be Elder Muse who 
through interactive drumming and rhythmic movement, 
assist others in finding their inner joy.  
 Registration forms may be found on the 
Welcome Center table.  Cost is $12 which 
includes lunch.  Registration is limited to the 
first 300 persons who enroll by August 3rd so get your 
registration in today.  If we have five people who would 
like to go, we will scheduled the church bus for 
transportation. Please let Caroline know by August 3rd if 
you would like to rid the bus. 

 
 
 

Fruit Pizza  
 

4 cups Fruit, assorted fresh 

1/4 cup Apricot preserves 

1/4 cup Granulated sugar 

1 (16.5 oz) pkg Sugar cook-
ie dough, refrigerated 

1/2 tsp Vanilla extract 

1 (8 oz) pkg Philadelphia 
cream cheese 

1 tbsp Water 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Lancaster Salkehatchie came to an end June 18th. Grayson Fallaw, Jon Nick  and Jacob Gault, 

Grant Harris, Clint Smallwood, and Preston Morton represented Grace UMC as they helped the community 

of Lancaster County.  These young men worked on three of the four homes:  repairing roofs, leveling floors, 

and replacing entire bathrooms for families in need while enduring challenges like walking on old roofs, 

waking up at 5 am and high temperatures.   Thank you for your service to 

our Lord and the Lancaster community.  Looking 

forward to next year! 

 

Way to go Alex! 

 Alex Wagner had a lead role as Cat in the Hat in the school play Seussical Jr. this 
year.  He was also on the Academic Challenge team.  He made Principal's Honor Roll 
and Superintendent's Honor Roll.  He qualified for the Emerge Program (gifted and 
talented) and will begin participating in that next year.  Additionally, he was recognized as 
a Duke Tip Scholar. He also won the award for the highest grade average amongst fourth 
grade boys at Foster Park. Alex, we’re very proud of you!  

Congratulations to Allie Owens! 

 Allie was Lockhart’s top student in the 5th grade with a 100 overall average in every 
subject.  This is quite an accomplishment!  Keep up the good work Allie! 

 

 If your child or grandchild has a special story or an accomplishment that you would 
like to share with our Grace family, we can’t wait to celebrate with you! Please send info 
to: mail@graceunion.org.  We would love to hear from you! 

 



 
Chancel Choir  

 

 The Chancel Choir 
will not be rehearsing during 
the month of July.  The Adult 
Sunday School classes will 
be singing in the choir loft for 
the worship services  on the 
following Sundays: 
 
 

 

July 10th – Clyburn/Whitener Class 
July 17th – Upper Room Class 
July 24

th
 – Young Adults Class 

 

 Thank you to our classes for giving the 
choir a summer break. 

Christian Education Day 
 

 Mark Your Calendars early for Christian Education Day on August 21st beginning 
at 9am!  Everyone is invited to come and enjoy a delicious breakfast hosted by our 
wonderful Hostess Committee.  We will then take the opportunity to corporately offer our 
appreciation for all our Christian Educators do for Grace.  You don’t want to miss it!     
  

 

Exciting New Bible Study on the Horizon 
 

 We are so delighted that Patti LeMaster has graciously agreed to share her 

gift of teaching  by presenting a six week Bible Study entitled Discerning the Voice of 

God – How to Recognize when God Speaks.  This six-week Bible Study will start 

sometime in September.  Look for complete details that will follow in upcoming 

newsletters. 

Asbury Hills July Camp Calendar 
Elementary (Grades 2-5)  Junior High (Graces 6-8)   Senior High (Grades 9-12) 



 

 

 The Union Camp came to a close on Saturday, June 25th after a 

great week of being the hands and feet of Christ.  This year we repaired 

five homes: two in Jonesville, one in Carlisle and two in Union. Seventy-

two adult leaders and youth worked tirelessly in hot temperatures to better 

these five homes.   

 The camp is truly grateful to Grace Church for their continued 

support of this wonderful ministry.  A special thanks to the Upper Room Class, the Young Adult Class and 

the Clyburn/Whitener Class for feeding us two wonderfully delicious meals to get us ready for the work 

week!  Thank you to Sheryl Price for being our photographer and the Johnny Turners and the Prices for our 

“pillow surprises” each day.  These small gestures of love and encouragement meant a lot to each of us.   

  Again, thank you for all you do to support us!!  See you next year, same time same Salk 

channel!  

Use worship instead of ministry…please???? 
 

 “When ministry becomes performance, then the sanctuary 
becomes a theater, the congregation becomes an audience, worship 
becomes entertainment, and man’s applause and approval becomes the 
measure of success.   BUT when ministry is for the glory of God, His 
presence moves into the sanctuary and changes everything.  Even the 
unsaved visitor will fall down on his face, worship God, and confess that 
God is among us.”  (Source unknown) 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Join with us to raise $1,000,000 
dollars to fight Malaria.  An extraordinary 
ministry of the people of the United 
Methodist Church, putting our faith into 
action to end preventable deaths by 
malaria in Africa. 
 This preventable and treatable 
disease, transmitted through the bite of 
a mosquito, claims nearly 500,000 lives 
a year.  Imagine No Malaria is an 
initiative of The United Methodist Church 
to raise $75 million to end preventable 
deaths from malaria in Africa.  The SC 
Annual Conference has pleaded $1 
million.  Grace Church Council has 
pledged $5,000 over the next two years.  
Please give prayerful consideration to 
giving to the initiative.   



Message from  
Your Mission U Team 

 

 

The 2016 Mission U Is Being Planned Especially For You 

     …..by Ann Alexander 

 Radical Love: Finding Peace, Forgiveness and Acceptance  

 Once again, we will gather at Spartanburg Methodist College for our annual Mission U event. The team 
is working hard to prepare for your arrival. By the time this goes to print, we will have met with the staff at 
Spartanburg Methodist College to continue planning for a successful event. 
 The youth study this year is Climate Justice. We are excited about our four study leaders who will be 
leading this study.  A field trip has been planned for our youth. And guess what?  Our very own Bishop, 
Jonathan Holston, will be accompanying the youth and leaders on this exciting field trip.  
 Each youth must complete a registration form.  Additional and necessary forms; covenant form, 
medical release form and chaperone forms are located on the web at www.umcsc.org/home/ministries/
advocacy/united-methodistwomen. Scholarships are available for youth and adults.  I encourage each to apply 
as we are excited to have the opportunity to offer financial assistance to this super event. The scholarships are 
awarded on a first-received basis.  
 Mission U reflects the theology of the United Methodist Church and the practice of joining personal 
holiness with social holiness.  Through worship, in-depth study, music, prayer, sharing and exploring, we invite 
you to grow with us in understanding the mission of the church.      
 

Conference: SOUTH CAROLINA: Spartanburg, SC 
Date: July 21-23, 2016 
Location: Spartanburg Methodist College, Spartanburg, SC 
For more registration and additional information visit: 
       http://www.umcsc.org/umw/echo/MISSION%20ECHO%20JUNE2016.pdf 

 

    “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends.” (John 15:13–14) 

 

 Looking out across the rolling wooded acres of Arlington National 
Cemetery, with its hundreds of thousands of white stones in perfectly 
ordered rows, brings an assortment of emotions that are impossible to 
escape.  Sadness.  Desolation.  Pride of country.  Anger over so many lost 
young lives.  The stones represent tremendous loss as well as the gift of 
freedom we are able to enjoy. 
 Arlington National Cemetery is a United States military cemetery 
located across the Potomac River from Washington, D.C., in Arlington 

County, Virginia.  Within its 624 acres, over four hundred thousand active-duty service members, veterans, and 
their families have been buried. In addition to the military heroes, Arlington is also the final resting place for a 
select number of presidents, astronauts, senators, and Supreme Court justices.  Founded during the dark days 
of the Civil War, the cemetery now contains the remains of military personnel from every American war - from 
the Revolution to Iraq and Afghanistan. 

But what about those of us who have never been called upon to lay down our lives in battle?  Is the 
whole concept of “sacrifice” something for others and not for us?  No!  The Lord Jesus Christ calls each of His 
followers to a life of sacrifice, for His sake.  The apostle Paul wrote, “Follow God’s example, therefore, as 
dearly loved children and walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us as a 
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” (Ephesians 5:1–2) 

Sacrifice isn’t just some dramatic final act of heroism.  Sacrifice is also laying down our privileges, 
benefits, and pleasures for the good of someone else.  The book of Hebrews says, “Do not forget to do good 
and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.” (Hebrews 13:16) 

We may yet be called on to give up our lives on earth for the sake of another.  But in the meantime, 
Jesus calls us to follow Him daily by giving more attention, care, love, time, and help to others than we give to 
ourselves. 

Lord Jesus, sometimes my sacrifices seem so small, so insignificant, compared with those who have 
given so very much. But my goal today is to follow You with all my heart, being ready to set aside my own plans 
and pleasures whenever You call me to. 

Sacrifice is a daily determination to put the needs of others before our own.   



Providence Place, PA: Catherine Cooksey 

Savannah Grace-Palms,  

     of Mt. Pleasant, SC:     Judith Eversman 

Park Place, Spbg.:  JoAnn Cordell 

Heartland Residential: Raye Hellams, 

    Betty Lidkea,  

    Mary Jo Rogers 

Heartland Nursing:   Ruth Gregory 

Because We Care  
   

July   
 

  4  Katie Wagner 
 

 

 

 5 Brenda Childers, 

  Ben Hudson,  

  Melva Ledwell, 

  Bates Scoggins  
 

 8 Mary Maness, Leslie Owens 
   

 20 Sonja Dunbar, David Mahan,  

  Kathie Sinclair (T) 
 

 21 Daniel Dunbar, Michelle James 
  

 23 Mike Jolly 
 

 24 Regenia Greer 
 

 25 Pete Berry, Bob Kincheloe,  

  Roger Worley 
  

 28 Diane Drum 
 

  30 Dot Quinn, Nancy Simmons 
    

 31 Makayleigh Ham, Bob Love 

 We are deeply 

appreciative for all the 

recent newsletter 

submissions.  Please be 

encouraged to continue this 

trend!  It takes all of us 

working together to have the best possible 

newsletter.  Deadline for the August Grace 

Messenger will be July 20
th 

. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Check out this new web and mobile app. Chore 

Monster!  It makes chores fun by engaging and 

rewarding your kids.  Parents easily create scheduled 

chores with point values. Kids redeem their points for 

goodies – ice cream, an hour of X-box, or a special 

outing, plus kids earn virtual games and surprises from 

Chore Monster.  Kids also earn tickets to the Monster 

Carnival for each chore completed, where they can win 

and collect  monsters. The price of $4.99 a month 

might just be worth the extra help around the house. 

Parents get an easy-to-use tool that takes the tension 

out of household chores. With ChoreMonster, your kids 

will beg to do their chores! Check it out here: 

www.choremonster.com 

 O God, our times are in Your 

hand: Look with favor, we pray, on 

Your servants  who have birthdays 

this month as they begin another 

year. Grant that they may grow in 

wisdom and grace, and 

strengthen their trust in Your 

goodness all the days of their life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 Watch your child become a new kind of 

superhero!  Buddy Quest is the first-ever mobile game 

that helps kids learn and practice virtues in their 

everyday lives. But it's way more than a mobile game—

it's a real-life family experience that brings moms and 

dads closer to their kids, while giving them the chance 

to live out character qualities like kindness, honesty, 

gratitude, and responsibility. 

https://www.choremonster.com/


 
AmazonSmile 

  

 We now have another opportunity to support the work at Grace United Methodist Church.  If you shop 
at Amazon, please take a minute (that’s all it takes!) to select Grace United Methodist Church as your 
selected charity organization.  When you order from smile.amazon.com, 5% of your order will be donated to 
Grace Church at no additional cost to you!  Once you have selected Grace as your charity organization, just 
remember to go to smile.amazon.com each time to make your transaction.  You can easily bookmark this site 
so you can get to it even easier! Many thanks to Caroline Barger for setting up our account with 
Amazon.  Now we can shop AND support our church!   
 

What is AmazonSmile? 
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favorite charitable organization every time you 
shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and 
convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the 
purchase price to your favorite charitable organization. You can choose from nearly one million organizations to support.  
 

How do I shop at AmazonSmile? 
To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your computer or mobile device. You 
may also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and start your shopping at  
AmazonSmile.  
 

Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable donations? 
Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You will see eligible products marked “Eligible 
for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save purchases and subscription 
renewals are not currently eligible.  
 

Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile? 
Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or baby 
registry, and other account settings are also the same.  
 

How do I select a charitable organization to support when shopping on  
AmazonSmile? 
 

On your first visit to AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), you need to select a charitable organization to receive donations 
from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. We will remember your selection, and then every eligible purchase 
you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation.  
 

Can I change my charity? 
Yes, you can change your charity any time. Your AmazonSmile purchases after the change count towards your newly 
selected charity. To change your charity, sign in to smile.amazon.com on your desktop or mobile phone browser and 
simply select “Change your Charity” in “Your Account.”  
 

What charities can I choose from? 
You can choose from almost one million eligible 501(c)(3) public charitable organizations.  
 

What if my selected charity does not register to participate in the AmazonSmile 
program or becomes ineligible? 
If an organization does not register to participate or becomes ineligible, you will have a chance to select a different 
organization and we will reallocate the donations accrued to other organizations receiving donations.  
 

How much of my purchase does Amazon donate? 
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. The 
purchase price is the amount paid for the item minus any rebates and excluding shipping & handling, gift-wrapping fees, 
taxes, or service charges. From time to time, we may offer special, limited time promotions that increase the donation 
amount on one or more products or services or provide for additional donations to charitable organizations. Special 
terms and restrictions may apply. Please see the relevant promotion for complete details.  
 

Can I receive a tax deduction for amounts donated from my purchases on 
AmazonSmile? 
Donations are made by the AmazonSmile Foundation and are not tax deductible by you.  
 

How can I learn more about AmazonSmile? 
Please see complete AmazonSmile program details on the website . 



 

THE GRACE MESSENGER 
Grace United Methodist Church  
201 South. Church Street  
Union, SC   29379   
E-mail: mail@graceunion.org 

Covenant Eyes Announcement…. 
 

Parenting in the digital age is just plain hard!     
 

Access to horrible things is just a click away. That's why we've created a 
brand new e-book called Parenting the Internet Generation: A Blueprint for 
Teaching Digital Discernment.  
If you haven't downloaded your FREE copy yet, you can get it here! 
Covenant Eyes is dedicated to helping parents raise their kids to make wise 
choices online.  
 

In Parenting the Internet Generation, we: 
Show parents how to have honest conversations about self-image, sexuality, and shame. 
Provide proven methods for training our children how to be media literate. 
Explain how certain parenting styles can actually enable a pornography addiction. 
Point towards parental controls and accountability as tools for creating a safer home. 
We believe that parents who are observant, engaged and informed often have kids who learn to use 
technology well. Download your copy of Parenting the Internet Generation today!  
 

Questions? Call us!  
Monday–Friday 8 a.m. to midnight (EST) 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. (EST) 
Toll-free within US 1.877.479.1119 
support@covenanteyes.com 

mailto:mail@graceunion.org
http://t.hsms02.com/e1t/c/*W281rdl1Sy7FsW3GY0JH5gHTnB0/*W5N6c7h7h6lG0W2bNcX38GZ_St0/5/f18dQhb0S9r29hP73lW8hZGwT5VQHvSW62_nFX62HMkCW4R4Mcn57mvC2W1BQYgz8Tm-CRW9dC61g7b9zPMW7qbMY41rDRK4W6tyrQt1kq-vkW6Jm1k320H1fkW5r9T785J2JC3W3jKXkM5D62bcW3v7CmX5RY2sZW5hjb6F3NrwJ
http://t.hsms02.com/e1t/c/*W281rdl1Sy7FsW3GY0JH5gHTnB0/*W2wM6tc8GVJN3W8kjDFQ1s5dkY0/5/f18dQhb0S9r29hP73lW8hZGwT5VQHvSW62_nFX62HMkCW4R4Mcn57mvC2W1BQYgz8Tm-CRW9dC61g7b9zPMW7qbMY41rDRK4W6tyrQt1kq-vkW6Jm1k320H1fkW5r9T785J2JC3W3jKXkM5D62bcW3v7CmX5RY2sZW5hjb6F3NrwJ
tel:1.877.479.1119
mailto:support@covenanteyes.com

