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    We all have been praying for a better year.   We kept seeing it peek around the corner.  We 
even attempted to prepare for its coming as it crept closer.  And now…we officially say, 
“HAPPY NEW YEAR.”  2020 had its great moments and its pitfalls…but 2021 promises 365 
days (8760 hours, 525600 minutes, or 31,536,000 seconds) for each of us.  With the New Year 
come resolutions.  “I will start a healthier lifestyle,” I will be a better husband/wife/parent,” “I 
will focus on developing a new skill,” “Covid-19 will be hopefully a vague memory.”  Well, we 
know our good intentions.  However, with the promise of a new year, what would be the most 
important step in our lives that we can take for Jesus?  Could it be growing faithfulness, 
intentional witnessing or proactive attitude? What would it take to actually put Christ first in    

                                everything?   
      
     In Charles Sheldon’s book “In His Steps,” Rev. Henry Maxwell was preparing the Sunday sermon based on 1 
Peter 2:21. “For hereunto were ye called; because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, that ye 
should follow his steps.”  He was interrupted by the doorbell, went downstairs, and opened the door to find a 
homeless man.  Rev. Maxwell didn’t have anything to offer, and the dejected man left with his hat in his hand. Later, 
Henry’s wife came home and told him about a young man who came to the nursery holding a dirty hat in his hand.  
They both agreed it was the same man and went about their business. 
      
     The next Sunday at First Church, the worship service was outstanding.  The music, the anthem, the prayer 
response, the sermon, everything bolstered the congregation.  “Suddenly into the midst of this perfect accord and 
concord between preacher and audience, there came a very remarkable interruption,” from the sound of a man’s 
voice.  Now, the same man who had visited Henry earlier at his home, was standing in front of the church.  He 
shared his plight, not wanting anything from anyone, but offered a ponderable question, “What do you Christians 
mean by following the step of Jesus?”  Wow! The First Church of Raymond found a true challenge. 
      
     Now, that is a great prompter for us as well as we begin the first moment of 2021. “What does following Jesus 
mean?”  We each have our own thoughts, and Scripture has many verses for us to consider.   As we begin anew as 
followers of Christ that lay claim to membership in the family of God, I wonder, if rather than church and life as 
usual, what would happen if we would pledge ourselves “earnestly and honestly for this entire year not to do 
anything without asking the question, ‘What Would Jesus Do?’”  (Remember WWJD? January will be a great time 
to read or reread Sheldon’s book. It’s still the right and best way.)  
      
     In the year 2021 of our Lord Jesus Christ, we are offered a new resolution.  There are a multitude of things we 
would like to do, like becoming more physically fit, becoming a better person, or developing a new skill, all of which 
are good.  But because we’ve all laid claim to being followers of Jesus Christ, let’s begin this New Year with our 
hearts and sights set on growing our relationship with God by accepting the challenge to follow Jesus.  Let’s ask God 
what He wants us to think, say, and do for Him in order that our witness will be so compelling that folks will hunger 
for the same spirit they see living in and through us.   
      
     Is this a challenge?  You bet!  Do we step out alone?  Never!  Christ promises He’ll never leave us or forsake us.  
Now is our opportunity to truly show the Living Spirit to a starving world.   Let’s begin by lifting our foot to take 
that first step in faith together.  In Christ’s wonderful Spirit…Pastor David. 
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Offering Report as of: 

2020 Budget: 

Needed for 2020 Budget YTD: 

Budget Received for YTD: 

Surplus/Deficit YTD: 

Weekly Offering Needed: 

 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

 December 27, 2020 

379,325.00 

 

TBA 

 

7,294.71 

     Please put Grace as a priority in your financial plan-

ning. Our combined gifts keep the Church’s mission 

alive and growing. Thank you so much! 

   Sincerely, Pastor David 

 

There are two other ways to continue  

tithing during this time besides 

bringing to the worship service: mail 

to the church or use Vanco (Grace 

UMC QR Code for online giving on left) 

NO Young at Heart 

In January 

Due to COVID-19 Pandemic 

There will be no In-Person Meetings  

until It’s Deemed Safe 

    The church tithing envelopes are 

available at the double door en-

trance for Sunday worship services. 

You will be able to pick yours up as 

you leave the service. If not, please 

call or come by the church office 

and we will be glad to assist you.  

Let’s Honor the Lord With Our Giving 

“Remember this, whoever sows sparingly will also reap 

sparingly, And whosever sows generously will also reap 

generously.”                                          2 Corinthians 9:6 

NO Family Night Supper 

in January 

Due to COVID-19 Pandemic 

 

Neighbor  

Helping Neighbor 

     NHN continues to help build ramps 

and porches for those in need. They 

work one Saturday a month and meet in 

Grace’s parking lot at 8:00 am. There is 

always plenty of work to be done. Plan to 

come out and help. They would be glad to see you. David 

Turner, treasurer, thanks everyone for their continuing 

support of this ministry. Call David at 864-427-5571 or e-

mail at icarve@bellsouth.net if you are interested in 

helping. 

 

   We will continue to have no rehearsals until it has 

been decided it is safe to resume.  



 

 
 

 
   

 

 
 

 

 

     Your Grace Church Staff: Karen, Pat, Sheryl,  

George, Tommy, and Pastor David wish to 

thank everyone for a wonderful 2020 and for 

our bonus  gifts. In spite of the pandemic, 2020  

brought us closer together in many new ways! 

We wish you all a very Happy New Year! 

“Happy New Year? I’m not finished with 2020 yet!!” 

 

Grace Volunteers Deliver 35 White Christmas Food Boxes 

     On Thursday, December 17, 2020, thirty-five White Christmas food box-

es were delivered to our recipients by our Grace volunteers. We appreci-

ate so much the team efforts of Rusty Price and Curtis Dunbar, Freada 

and Doug Rinaca, Billy Jack and Kathryn Moore, Jack and Mary Kathryn 

James, Bob Love, and Glenn and Karen Hibbard for delivering the food 

boxes. Also, a special thanks to Sally Palmer, Charlie Kelly, and Karen Hibbard for their help making sure the box-

es were ready for distribution. Much appreciation goes to the Circle of Hope, especially Jeannette and Bill Gallo-

way, who graciously donated the remaining food from the Back Pack Ministry. Their generosity made a huge con-

tribution to each food box. We also received a thoughtful donation of candy (Snickers, Reese’s cups, etc.) from a 

kind neighbor down the street from our church. We must also thank Jimmy McCormick, Owner of the Fresh Air 

Galaxy, who orders the hams, bread, apples and oranges each year and is always very kind and charitable to us. 

Lastly, the generosity of our church members was overwhelming, especially due to the limitations of this Covid-19 

Pandemic. Thank You so much! 



 

    

Ellen Sagar:  Bernard Bishop 

Summit Hills, Sptbg: Elwood Eason 

White Oak, Sptbg.: Dr. Bob Kincheloe 

Home:   James and Ruth Roof 

Inverness, Sptbg.:  Hazel Howell 

Cumberland Village,  

Aiken:   Carolyn and Johnny Turner 

Amy Bruce:  P. O. Box 15, Fingerville, SC 29338 

 

 Because We Care  
            January    

  

  

 

 

     The Grace Messenger is attempting to 

bring you as much information as possible 

each month while we deal with the COVID-

19 pandemic. That means I really could use 

your help. Please help by responding to 

requests, give us any kind of suggestions, 

or let us know if you or your family is involved in something 

the church would enjoy hearing about. As always, we are 

deeply appreciative of any newsletter submissions, 

because it takes all of us working together to have the best 

possible newsletter.   

     REMEMBER: Send in your admissions by the middle of 

the month!  Deadline for the February 2021 Grace 

Messenger will be January 20th . 

 

2        Karen Hibbard,  
          Connor Hudson 
 
4        April Glenn 
 
6    Charles Whitaker,   
          Charles Whitaker II 
 
9 Judy Caston 
 
10 Curtis Dunbar 
 
11 John Fallaw 
  
16 Crystal Ham 
   
17 Robert Cody, Kim Fast,  
 Freada Rinaca, Don Winslow 
 
18 Jim Cunningham 
 
19 Susan Lawson 
 
21    Harold Simmons, Keldin   
          Zimmerman 
 
23 Corley Turner 
  
24 Allen Owens, Rusty Price  
  
27 Ruth Jean Kincheloe 
 
28 Barbara Rippy 
 
30 Maggie Berry  

 

“SOUP-ER” Bowl Sunday 
February 7, 2021 

 
Calling all Grace members to contribute 
cans of soup which will be taken to Duncan 

Acres United Methodist Church Food Pantry as well as monetary 
donations for Meals on Wheels. GUMC “Souper” Bowl Boxes will 
be placed at the entrance to the double doors by the kitchen for 
collection of varieties of soup as you enter for in-person worship 
services. You may also contribute by making a check payable to 
Grace United Methodist Church with “Souper Bowl Sunday” 
placed in the “For” line. Please bring your donations to the 
church office on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday from 10:00 am 
until 2:00 pm. We will have boxes placed inside the office door. 
Our Youth will be collecting donations on “Souper” Bowl Sunday. 

These gifts will help the less fortunate in our community. 

January - February 2021 

UPPER ROOM Available 

     Copies of the January - February 

2021 Upper Room are now available. You can pick one 

up after the Sunday Worship Services or by calling or 

coming by the church office.  

 

PULPIT EXCHANGE 

     Usually, every year there is a 
pulpit exchange amongst the Meth-
odist preachers on the last Sunday 
in January. Due to the virus pan-
demic, they have chosen not to do 
the exchange this year. Let us pray 
for all the preachers during this 
time. 



  

   

  

 

  

 

https://www.juddslegacy.com/ 

The Arnold’s Christmas Tree and Wreath Ministry 

     On Sunday, December 13, 2020, Pastor David pre-

sented a check to Brandon and Allison Gardner for Judd’s 

Legacy. This year, Philip Arnold chose to gift the pro-

ceeds from his trees and wreaths sale to this organization 

that was founded after the Gardner's lost their first child, 

Judd, to Intrahepatic Cholestasis of Pregnancy (ICP). The 

Gardner's have spearheaded an awareness program to 

make ICP testing both rapid and in-state, and creating 

awareness of the “itch symptoms” as a critical pregnancy 

problem to doctors, medical staff, and researchers, not 

just within our state, but nation-wide. Allison expressed 

her thanks to Philip and the church for the support that 

has been given to their cause. 



 
 

January 24, 2021 

Christian Education Sunday! 

      On Sunday, January 24, 2021, we will celebrate a belated Christian Education Day. During our 
11:00 am in-person worship service in the Fellowship Hall, we will honor our Sunday School, 
Children’s Church, MCF/Sonshiners, and Youth teachers, and our Choirmaster. Although the 
Pandemic forced the closure of our church activities, we truly appreciate your being disciple-
makers for our Christian Education Program at Grace Church. Your dedication is awesome!  Our 
third and sixth graders will also be recognized and presented Bibles by Pastor David. The third and 
sixth graders receiving Bibles are Gage Love, Quinton Wilkes, Bayla Morrow, and Ben Balkum. 
We look forward to seeing everyone! 

 



 

 

 

 

     The 31st year of Secret Santa was another success!  Secret Santa helped approximately 283 needy children 

have a Merry Christmas this year. Although they had to “change things up” a bit, they worked to make it hap-

pen. Pastor David Bauknight, Brad and Brooke Valentine, Rusty and Sheryl Price, Sally Palmer, Brandon 

Gardner, Karen and Glenn Hibbard, Bob Love, Charlie Kelly, Libby Sailors, Maggie Berry, Julie and Julia Bailey, Doug Rinaca, 

Sheriff-Elect Jeff Bailey, Jeff Wright, Russell Vinson, Allan Charles, and Tommy Bishop assisted parents on an especially chilly 

Tuesday morning, December 15th, as they arrived for the drive-through to get their children’s gifts. It was a wonderful joy to 

see! Brooke and Brad Valentine must be commended once again for their leadership. They have selflessly coordinated this pro-

gram for the past 20 years. Thanks go out to all who helped make Secret Santa’s 31st year a success, also. Special thanks go to 

the Upper Room and Young Adult classes who worked together for another successful Secret Santa.  



  

  

VOL. 90 JANUARY 9, 2021 -  UNION, SOUTH CAROLINA INVITATION 
 

TURNS 90! 

 

JOIN US FOR A 

CELEBRATION! 
 

SATURDAY, 
JANUARY 9, 2021 

12:30-2:30 PM 
 

Grace United Methodist Church  

parking lot, Union, SC. 

Helen Whitaker Mayo, eleni.hm@gmail.com 

Please bring a note with “thoughts and 
memories of Charles” to put in a special 
memory jar for him. 

REMINDER: ZOOM Bible Study   

 

 

 

Jan Thompson is leading the 8 week Bible Study 

course on FOLLOW by Andy Stanley, son of Dr. 

Charles Stanley and has planned for  

Wednesday mornings at 10:00 am on: 

January  6, 13, 20, and 27 

February 3, 10, 17, and 24 

*Books are available on Amazon or at church  

if we ordered for you. 

     As we are still under the pandemic situation and unable 
to gather together, it is most important that we circle mem-
bers remember to still give your pledges to Fran Love. Jan-
uary is the start of a new pledge year, so contact your cir-
cle’s member in charge of pledges and let her know your 
new pledge for the year. They are: Lucy Lee Shuler -  
Frances J. Adams 864-426-3226; Circle of Hope - Cathy Sta-
niewicz 864-441-0026; Johnnie Sanders - Mary Lou Gregory 
864-274-7168. Mail to:  (Add circle you belong to) 
       Fran Love, 109 Carter Street, Union, SC 29379. 
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     In ancient times, a King had a boulder placed on a roadway. He then hid himself and watched to see if anyone 
would move the boulder out of the way. Some of the king’s wealthiest merchants and courtiers came by and simply 
walked around it. 
 

     Many people loudly blamed the King for not keeping the roads clear, but none of them did anything about getting 
the stone out of the way. 
 

     A peasant then came along carrying a load of vegetables. Upon approaching the boulder, the peasant laid down 
his burden and tried to push the stone out of the road. After much pushing and straining, he finally succeeded. 
 

     After the peasant went back to pick up his vegetables, he noticed a purse lying in the road where the boulder had 
been. 
 

     The purse contained many gold coins and a note from the King explaining that the gold was for the person who 
removed the boulder from the roadway. 
 

Moral of the story: Every obstacle we come across in life gives us an opportunity to improve our circumstances, 
and whilst the lazy complain, the others are creating opportunities through their kind hearts, generosity, and willing-
ness to get things done. 

OPPORTUNITY: 

1. A favorable juncture of 

circumstances  

2. a good chance for ad-

vancement or progress  

 

IN THE NEW YEAR: 

The book is called Opportunity  
and its first chapter is New 
Year's Day.  
We will open the book. Its pag-
es are blank. We are going to 
put words on them ourselves.   

The Obstacle In Our Path (Opportunity) 

mailto:mail@graceunion.org
https://wealthygorilla.com/most-expensive-coins/
https://wealthygorilla.com/kobe-bryant-success-lessons/

