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A New Year's Prayer for You 

 

"This is the confidence we have in approaching God:  
that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us." 1 John 5:14 (NIV) 

 

 Elohim, God our Creator, Master Architect of all that is, was and ever will be, by Your hand alone, 
we are fearfully and wonderfully made. You shaped us in secret, knitting us together…every moment, every 
detail planned out before we took a single breath. 
 You knew before time began each person who would pray this prayer. You formed us. You drew us. 
You know our heart, our every need, our deepest desires, dreams, scars, questions and doubts. 
 And today, in the quietness of our hearts, we meet with You. Draw near. Fall afresh as we come, from 
across the globe, to the foot of the cross. 
 Father, You are Holy. You call us to be holy. You created us in Your image. Yet, so often our hearts 
wander. Our speech does not glorify You. Our actions do not honor You. Self prevails. In this New Year, 
clothe us with humility. Take away our desire to be right and our stubbornness to demand our own way. 
Submit our will to Yours. As we open the pages of Scripture, tender our hearts so that Your Word will 
penetrate even to the marrow of our bones. 
 Father, in this world of tolerance and compromise, give us hearts that seek Your Truth above all else. 
Saturate us with Your Spirit of knowledge and revelation so that as we digest Your Truth, we not only 
understand it, but are also equipped to live it. Guard our hearts from the lies of this world and keep our eyes 
fixed on You, for You alone are the Author and Finisher of our faith. 
 Father, we surrender our thoughts, especially our feelings and our emotions, to You, You who are 

Faithful and True. Where fear and anxiety loom, help us fully trust in You and Your goodness, no matter the 
circumstances. Your Word says that You don’t give a Spirit of fear, but rather Your perfect love drives out fear. Lead us 
to walk in the freedom of that love. Your Word promises that when we pray, anxiety will flee and peace will prevail. 
We purpose in our hearts to pray more faithfully and consistently, so we can walk confidently in Your peace. 

Father, Your Word says You created us in Christ Jesus to do good works for Your Kingdom. You knit specific 
gifts and talents into us to do that work. And Your Word promises that when You begin a work in us, You will carry it 
on to completion until the day we step into eternity with You. Thank You, Father! We desire to walk in Your good and 
perfect plan, Lord, to serve Your people, to walk boldly in the call You have on our lives. So, as we seek to walk with 
You, help us to trust in You with all our hearts and lean not on our own understanding. Help us acknowledge You in all 
our ways so that in our obedience, we can clearly hear, "This is the way, My child, walk in it." 

Father, we love You and thank You that our names are engraved in the palm of Your hand. You love us 
unconditionally, and nothing can ever separate us from Your love. May we know more than ever before how wide and 
high and deep and long is Your love. And as we live out that love, may our lives be a living testimony of You. We ask 
this in the powerful and mighty name of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who will do exceedingly, abundantly above 
all that we could ever ask or imagine. Amen. 

Passages to consider as we begin the New Year: 
Philippians 4:6-7, "Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus."  

Proverbs 3:5-6, "Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your 
ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight."  

Isaiah 49:16, "See, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands; your walls are ever before me."  
 Praying that as the New Year brings each of us the gift of stronger faith, the opportunity of greater 

service and the blessing to be His witness everywhere we go, and that we live out our faith “Out Loud.”  Looking 
forward to this New Year of serving with each of you.…Pastor David. 

January  2018 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1jo+5:14
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=php+4:6-7
http://www.biblestudytools.com/philippians/4-6.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=pr+3:5-6
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=isa+49:16-16


Stewardship  

Report   2017 

 

 

Offering Report as of                                    Dec.  24,2017 

2017  Budget -                                       $       383,770.00 

Needed for 2017 Budget Y-T-D -         $       376,528.88 

Budget Rec’d Y-T-D -                $       363,631.35 

Surplus/Deficit Y-T-D  -                    $        -12,897.53 

Weekly Offering Needed  -                   $           7,240.94 

Expenses Y-T-D -                                 $       359,695.39 

    
 Please put Grace as a priority in your financial 
planning.  Our combined gifts keep the Church’s 
mission alive and growing.  Thank you so much!!  
    Sincerely, Pastor David 

 Mon., Jan. 8,  10:00 AM 
 

 Mon., Jan. 8,  11:00 AM 
 

 Wed., Jan. 10, 6:00 PM 

 

Family Night Suppers 
Resume in January 

  
 

 On January 24th, Family 

Night Suppers will resume at a new 

time, 6:00pm, and the Upper Room Class will be our 

host. In keeping with Grace UMC’s reputation of 

generous hospitality, let’s remember to prepare enough 

food for any guests that come!  Please remember to 

invite everyone!  

 

Young at Heart 
 

 Please mark your calendars for 

Wednesday, Jan 10th and join us at 

Andy’s for good food and fellowship.   

 

 

 

 On behalf of the entire church staff, we would 

like to thank the SPRC and Grace UMC for our 

wonderful Christmas bonuses.  We wish everyone a 

happy and blessed New Year! 

 

Children’s Musical Presentation 
 

 A big THANK YOU goes to all our children 

and their dedicated leaders for the sweet musical 

program presented after “Singing Around the 

Christmas Tree” and at NarroWay’s “The Stranger 

for Christmas” play.  Your contributions added so 

much to our Christmas season! 

Lion’s Enhance  
Sanctuary’s Beauty  

 

  Thank you to the Grace Lion’s members: 
Frances Adams, Judy Caston, Mimi Charles, 
Mary Lou Gregory, Sue Keith, and Barbara Rippy 
who sold poinsettias.  The profits from the sale 
will go towards the purchase of new glasses for 
local needy children in our community.  They 
were placed in the sanctuary in honor or memory 
of loved ones during the Advent and Christmas 
season.  
Lion’s 
members also 
cared for them 
weekly.  The 
sanctuary has 
never been 
more 
beautiful!  
Thanks also to 
our Altar Guild 
ladies for all 
their work in 
beautifying the 
Grace 
sanctuary and 
to Allen 
Owens for 
building our 
tree frame.   



 
2018 

Altar Flowers  
  

 Please consider 

placing flowers on the 

altar for morning worship 

in honor or memory of a 

loved one.  This not only helps with our church 

budget but also beautifies our sanctuary.  You 

may sign up on the calendar located by the 

water fountain in the Education building or by 

calling the church office at 427-1266. 

 Thank you for your help in this ministry. 

UMW Officer Training 
 

 An Officers Training 

session will take place on 

Saturday, January 20, 2018, at 

Lyman UMC, 106 Groce Road, 

Lyman, SC. Information will be 

available for all our officers and 

circle leaders for 2018-2020. It is really vital that the 

President, Secretary, and Treasurer attend. I 

encourage you to go. I have learned much from my 

previous attendances. You can contact Annie Crocker, 

Vice-President of the Spartanburg District UMW, at 864

-381-3098 or sprcrocker7@aol.com if you have any 

questions before going. The schedule for training day 

is as follows: 

  9:00 -   9:30 Registration, Fellowship, & Refreshments  

  9:30 –10:00 General Session & Devotional  

10:00 - 11:15 Break-out Sessions 

 Thank you to everyone for the amazing work 

you have done through our UMW. Without all of you it 

wouldn’t be possible. And, thank you to our new 

officers.                In Christ who strengthens me, Sheryl 

 

Eagle’s Wings Men's 
Retreat 

January 19
th

 -21
st

 
 

 There is still time to 

register for the 8th annual 

Eagle's Wings Men's retreat 

at Asbury Hills. You can 

register by January 14, 2018 by mailing the 

application (Welcome Center Table) to the 

Registrar. This is for clergy and laity. All those 

attending may receive 3 CEU's. Good 

Food!  Get Real, Get Discipleship, and Sustain 

the Momentum. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Spotlight on Grace’s 
Acolytes 

 

 Reagan Turner is a 

fifth grade student  at 

Monarch Elementary School 

and president of The 

Student Council. She’s been 

an acolyte for three years.  

We appreciate her service to 

our church! 

 

Sunday Night 
 Update 

 

 MCF/Sonshiners 

will resume their meetings 

on January 21st.  We 

would love to have more 

volunteers to provide 

supper and even more so to teach a lesson.  Please 

contact Karen, Margie, or the church office if you 

would be willing to be a disciple maker for our children. 

mailto:sprcrocker7@aol.com


 

Secret Santa  
Completes 28

th
 Year 

 

 The 28th year of Secret Santa was another 
success!  This year we were able to sponsor 295 
children from 155 families in Union 
County.  Parents picked up the gifts on Tuesday 
Dec 12th with each child receiving up to 3 gifts of 
their choice along with a copy of the December 
Pockets magazine.  The project was possible 
because of sponsors in our church and 
surrounding community.  We are grateful for their 
willingness to participate in such a worthy cause. 
Special thanks to Melodi Gault for her expertise 
during the October application process at DSS. 
Thank you to Sally Palmer, Marie Hudson, Sheryl 
Price and Abbie Valentine for shopping with 
donations we had received from those who could 
not shop for themselves.  Thanks also go out to 
Rusty Price for making sure the packages were 
stored properly each evening up until the give out 
day.  Lastly, we appreciate Jan Thompson, Freada 
& Doug Rinaca, Abbie Valentine, Neil Valentine, 
Charlie Kelly, Sally Palmer, Marie Hudson, Sheryl 
& Rusty Price and Dusty Harmon who were all on 
hand to help with the give out of presents.  It 
warms our hearts to know that these children will 
have 
something 
to smile 
about on 
Christmas 
morning!       
                      
Brad & 
Brooke 
Valentine 

 

Our Beautiful Cantata  
 

  Our choir worked dutifully 

for months on this year’s cantata, 

and their labor of love was 

apparent on December 3rd as they 

presented “Festival of Lessons 

and Carols” by Jonathan Willcocks.  Thanks go to 

Tommy Bishop and our choir for this and every 

season all year long that you share your precious 

gifts of sacred music with us. 

 

Bible Study 

Offered  
 

     Grace will sponsor a 

Bible study on 

Wednesdays from 10:30 AM-11:45 AM beginning 

on January 17, 2018, and ending February 21, 

2018.  The study is based on Randy Alcorn’s 

book, Heaven and will be led by Jan Thompson.  If 

you have ever wondered what to anticipate in 

Heaven, this book answers questions you may 

have.  Angela Hunt, author of The Debt, says, “We 

all need to know what awaits us beyond the grave.  

Drawing form God’s word, Randy Alcorn has 

explained and carefully illustrated these plans in 

an easy-to-follow format.  Heaven will change your 

life, your perspectives, and perhaps even your 

eternal destiny.”  

 The church will order workbooks ($12.85) 

for those interested.  Please let Karen or Caroline 

know on or before Friday, Jan 5 at noon. 

Our Dear Grace Family,   
     Sherry and I are deeply appreciative 
for the many gifts, cards, calls, and 
remembrances that we received during 
this Advent and Christmas Season.  
Thank you for blessing us with your 
encouragement!  We pray that as we 
continue to serve together in 2018, God 
will receive all the honor and glory.  
Thank you very much for your continued 
love and care.   Looking forward to the 
many opportunities ahead in the New 
Year.   

Love, grace and peace, 
Sherry and David 



 

Providence Place, PA: Catherine Cooksey 

Heartland Residential: Raye Hellams, 

    Mary Jo Rogers 

Heartland Nursing:  Betty Lidkea  

 

 

   Chancel Choir  
 

Wed.  Jan.  10 7:30 PM 

Wed. Jan.  17 7:30 PM 

Wed.  Jan.  24 7:30 PM 

Wed.  Jan.  31 7:30 PM 

 
 

   Bells of Grace 
 

Sun.   Jan. 21   5:45 PM 

Sun.   Jan. 28   5:45 PM  

Because We Care  

  

 1 Ginger Buchanan 
 

 2 Karen Hibbard,  

  Connor Hudson  
 

  4 April Glenn 
 

 6 Charles Whittaker  
  

 9 Judy Caston 
 

 10 Curtis Dunbar 

 

 11 John Fallaw  

 

 13 Todd Vassey  
 

 15 Kat Willard  
 

 16 Crystal Hamm 
 

 17 Robert Cody, Kim Fast,  

  Freada Rinaca, Don Winslow 
 

 18 James Cunningham 
 

 19 Susan Lawson 
 

 21 Catherine Cooksey, Harold Simmons,  

  Keldin Zimmerman 
 

 23 Corley Turner 
 

 24 Allen Owens, Rusty Price,  
 

 27 Ruth Jean Kincheloe 
 

 28 Barbara Rippy  
 

 30 Maggie Berry  

 

 We are deeply appreciative 

for all the recent newsletter 

submissions.  Please be 

encouraged to continue this trend!  

It takes all of us working together to have the best 

possible newsletter.  Deadline for the February Grace 

Messenger will be January 17th . 

 O God, our times are in Your hand: 

Look with favor, we pray, on Your 

servants  who have birthdays this month 

as they begin another year. Grant 

that they may grow in wisdom and grace, 

and strengthen their trust in Your 

goodness all the days of their life; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

GUMCEP News 
 

 GUMCEP will re - open on 
January 2, 2018, after the staff 
enjoys Christmas holidays. 
GUMCEP will close for Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day on January 
15. During the month of January, 
the children will study the 
following themes: Winter, Snow 
and Snowmen, Animals in Winter and Hibernation. 
Enrollment continues to flourish with several children on 
the waiting list. GUMCEP wishes everyone a Happy 
New Year 2018! 

January  



 

NarroWay Returns to Grace 
 

  On November 28th, two vans full of the much awaited NarroWay cast from Fort Mill arrived at Grace 

UMC to perform their much anticipated play, “A Stranger For Christmas.” From the sound, setup, opening 

remarks, musical performances, enthusiasm for their roles, to the closing remarks, the NarroWay team gave 

a 200% plus performance.  Beyond true professionalism, NarroWay exemplified the heart of Christianity.  

They offered to us a REAL illustration of Christians on a purposeful mission!  The cast even stayed 

afterwards to greet individual attendees who wished to speak with them. They gave us so much more than a 

play.  They gave from a reserve that only comes from the One True Source!  Out of our gratitude for their 

gifts, let’s continue to pray for them and their mission while also remembering that they offer many other 

wonderful productions at Fort Mill throughout the year. 

 

White Christmas  2017 
 

   Due to hard work and dedication, our Grace UMC members and volunteers were once again able to 

provide abundant Christmas food baskets to families in need. Our White Christmas volunteers included Sally 

Palmer and Karen Hibbard who secured the 30 White Christmas recipients. Jack Rash collected 30 sturdy 

boxes while Glenn Hibbard planed the delivery routes. Sally Palmer and Charlie Kelly shopped for food 

items as church members filled our White Christmas boxes with food and /or contributed monetary 

donations. Pastor David provided a Christmas message to be included in each box. Sally, Glenn and Karen 

packed the White Christmas food boxes. Then our awesome delivery teams of Allen Owens, Mike Cassels, 

Billy Jack Moore, Jack James, Doug Rinaca, Tommy Sherbert, 

Rusty Price, Curtis Dunbar and Glenn Hibbard loaded them and 

began their delivery routes to each recipient’s home. Thank you for 

showing your love and care by remembering our less fortunate 

brothers and sisters at this joyous time of year. 
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