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Greetings and Happy New Year to all of you in the spirit of Christ! 
 

 As I sat down to write a couple checks I had to remind myself, just like I’ve had to do every 
January, that the year has changed and I now need to write 2017.  How quickly it seems the years 
change! It usually takes a little time to get used to writing the new date and add the correct year. 
 Our common understanding of the name for this first month of the year, January, is that it 
comes from the name of an ancient Roman god, Janus, the god of beginnings and endings.  Janus is 
usually portrayed as having two faces, one looking forward to the future and the other looking back 
toward the past. 
 As we begin this New Year, it is a good time to take a look back, reflecting on, perhaps 
grieving, perhaps celebrating, what has been.  It is a great opportunity to thank God for another year 
of life, for our experiences and for those with whom we have shared this life.  We give thanks for 
God’s grace that has seen us through many situations. 
It’s also a great time to look forward with anticipation to welcome those new experiences, 
challenges and opportunities that God offers with the dawn of each new day.  With every New Year 
there is great expectation!  We know without doubt that not everything in this New Year will be 
exactly what we hope for, and there will be tests and trials.  But a new year also gives opportunity to 
reaffirm our trust that God’s gracious love will surround and hold us.  His forgiveness will allow us 
second, third and twentieth chances.  His awesome power will give us the strength to be the person 
He’s called us to be.  Because of Christ’s coming, we have been given all God has to offer, so we 
don’t have to trudge through life aimlessly.  With each moment this New Year offers, we have a 

choice.  By faith we can follow His plan with eternal purpose, or we can trust our personal experience and 
reasoning and wonder whether the next moment will be helpful or harmful.  If we like high anxiety, living the 
second choice might be for us.  My prayer is that we will truly turn from ourselves and trust our Father’s 
promises that have never failed.  

Following his death in a plane crash, a journal that had been kept by the Secretary General of the U.N., 
Dag Hammarskjold, was found.  It was published in 1963 under the title, “Markings.”  It is his reflections on 
his attempts to make a connection between his faith, spiritual life and his social responsibilities.  One of the 
statements from his book is a simple one that is appropriate for the turning of the year: “For all that has 
been… thanks. For all that shall be… yes.” 

That’s faith looking back and looking forward.  That’s deep gratitude for all that has been and deep 
trust and joy for what is yet to be.  How different would our lives be if we considered life from this 
perspective? 

It’s good for us as people and good for the church to be able to say as the calendar flips: “Thank you, 
God, for all you have given. Now, what do you have for us next?” 

Friends, I pray that 2017 will be a true blessing for all.  This New Year let’s commit ourselves to 
follow God’s plan, trusting His faithfulness.  Through our witness let’s invite others to experience “all that 
shall be” as we embody God’s mission and ministry in all we are and do at Grace United Methodist Church.    
          

 Blessings and peace…Pastor David 

January  2017 



 

UMW Officer Training 
 

 Officers Training (which includes all executive 
members and circle leaders) will be held on January 7, 
2017, at Central United Methodist Church, 233 North 
Church Street, Spartanburg, SC.  The schedule is as 
follows: 
     

     9:00-9:30       Registration & Fellowship.   
 Refreshments served. 
    9:30-10:00     General Session and Devotional. 
  10:00-11:15 Break-out Sessions. 
 

 It is vital for the President, Vice-President, 
Secretary, and Treasurer to attend.  Training will be 
available for other offices also.  I ask that you please 
consider attending this training session.  It has proved 
very worthwhile in the past. Happy New Year everyone! 

Stewardship  

Report   2016 

 

 

Offering Report as of                          December 25, 2016 

2016  Budget -                                       $       386,795.00 

Needed for 2016 Budget Y-T-D -         $       386,795.00 

Budget Rec’d Y-T-D -                $       368,349.59 

Surplus/Deficit Y-T-D  -                    $        -18,445.41 

Weekly Offering Needed  -                   $           7,438.37 

Expenses Y-T-D -                                 $       353,478.95 

    
 Please put Grace as a priority in your financial 
planning.  Our combined gifts keep the Church’s 
mission alive and growing.  Thank you so much!!  
    Sincerely, Pastor David 

 Mon,. Jan. 9th ,10:00 AM  
 Pat Owens, hostess 
 

 Mon.., Jan. 9th, 11:00 AM
   

 Wed., Jan. 11th, 6:00 PM  

 

 On behalf of the entire staff, we would like 
to thank the SPRC and Grace UMC for our 
wonderful Christmas bonuses.  We wish 
everyone a happy and blessed New Year! 

 

Young at Heart 
  

 Please mark your 
calendars for Wednesday, Jan 
11th and join us at Andy’s for 
good food and fellowship.   

 

White Christmas 
  

 Due to hard work and 
dedication, our Grace UMC members 
and volunteers were once again able to provide 
abundant Christmas food baskets to families in 
need. Thank you for showing your love and care 
by remembering our less fortunate brothers and 
sisters at this joyous time of year. 

 

  

 

Children’s Musical 
Presentation 

 

 A big THANK YOU goes to all 
our children and their dedicated 

leaders for the sweet musical program presented 
after “Singing Around the Christmas Tree” and at 
NarroWay’s “The Nativity Set” play.  Your 
contributions added so much to our Christmas 
season! 



 

 
Chancel Choir  

 

Wed., Jan.  4 – 7:30pm 
Wed., Jan. 11 – 7:30pm 
Wed., Jan. 18 – 7:30pm 
Wed., Jan. 25 – 7:30pm 
 

 

Bells of Grace 
 

Rehearsals will resume in 
February  

 
 

Family Night 
Suppers 

Resume in 
January 

  
 

 On January 25th, 

Family Night Suppers will 

resume at 6:30pm, and the Clyburn/Whitener Class 

will be our host. In keeping with Grace UMC’s 

reputation of generous hospitality, let’s remember to 

prepare enough food for any guests that come!  

Please remember to invite everyone!  

January 29
th 

 
UCCOM Pulpit Exchange/  

5th Sunday Program 
 

 On Sunday, January 29th we will observe our 
normal 5th Sunday schedule by having a pick-up 
breakfast provided by the Lucy Lee Shuler Circle  
beginning at 9:30 AM followed by a special program.  
Please mark your calendars and be present.  
 Then during our morning worship we will 
observe the UCCOM Annual pulpit exchange.  
Reverend Jimmy Harper, pastor at Lockhart and 
Wesley Chapel UMCs will bring the morning 
message.  Pastor David will be at Sardis UMC.  

UMW News 
 2017 A Call to Prayer and Self-Denial Begins 

  

 UMWs are encouraged to commemorate A Call to Prayer and Self-Denial on one 
day during the first few months of the year.  This annual observance gives local and 
district units a chance to study and reflect on a particular theme each year and to 
designate funds for ministries related to the theme for the year.   
 Theme for 2017:  Each year, nearly a quarter of a million women die worldwide 
from preventable causes relating to pregnancy and childbirth.  Approximately 19,000 
children die every day from treatable diseases such as diarrhea and tuberculosis. The 
women and children’s health Millennium Development Goals (MDGs 4 and 5) saw the 
least progress in the last 15 years. United Methodist Women, as a faith-based women’s 
organization, recognizes this issue as a critical area of concern and priority. 

For more information on planning an observance, visit:  
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/call-to-prayer 

 

Just One Request 
 

Dear Master for this coming year 

Just one request I bring: 

I do not pray for happiness, 

Or any earthly thing— 

I do not ask to understand 

The way Thou leadest me, 

But this I ask: Teach me to do 

The thing that pleaseth Thee. 

 

I want to know Thy guiding voice, 

To walk with Thee each day. 

Dear Master make me swift to hear 

And ready to obey. 

And thus the year I now begin 

A happy year will be— 

If I am seeking just to do 

The thing that pleaseth Thee. 

                                --Unknown Author 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/call-to-prayer


  

 

 Do you have high cholesterol or 
high blood pressure? Have members of 
your family suffered from these ailments? Do you have a poor diet? If you answer “yes” to any of these 
questions, you may want to consider being screened  through the services of Life Line Screening. Life Line 
Screening uses ultrasound technology to view the plaque build up in your carotid arteries, the main arteries 
that carry blood to the brain. Blockages in these arteries are a leading cause of stroke. We are pleased to 
host this Life Line Screening event on 1/24/2017 at Grace United Methodist Church.  Register for a Wellness 
Package which includes 4 vascular tests and osteoporosis screening from $149 ($139 with our member 
discount). All five screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete.  In order to register for this event and to 
receive a $10 discount off any package priced above $129, please call 1-888-653-6441 or visit 
www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners. 

 

 
Three New Year’s Resolutions for Your Church 

By: Scott Noble 
 Each year, millions of Americans make New Year’s resolutions to eat 
healthier, exercise more and spend wisely. Even though many of these resolutions 
will fade with time, some of them will lead to long-term positive changes. 
 If individual resolutions can have such encouraging results, just think what 
would happen if an entire church committed to New Year’s resolutions! 
Over the next few weeks, as you gather as a community to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus, consider how your church could take the message of Christ into your 
community—and world—in new ways in 2017. With so many people holding you 
accountable, the chances of success are great. 
Here are three resolutions your church can make in 2017: 
 1. Personal interactions with at least ____ people in your community. You’ll have to choose this 
number as a congregation. Is it 500 people, 1,000, 10,000 or more? You don’t need to focus too much on 
the numbers, but commit yourselves to directly connecting with a certain number of people. You get to 
decide how this connection takes place: formally, informally, etc. 
People will long remember a personal interaction with someone over an anonymous email inviting them to 
church or a door hanger urging them to stop by the Easter egg hunt. Jesus spent a considerable amount of 
time interacting with people one on one. They didn’t soon forget their experience—and neither will those you 
engage in your neighborhood. 
 2. Organize a give-back opportunity. How many unmet needs are there in your neighborhood? There 
are probably more than you can count and more than can ever be filled. Yet Jesus urged His followers to be 
His hands and feet.  Send your congregation out in teams—two, three or five to a team—and have them 
complete service projects. Anything from cutting grass to minor home repairs to grocery shopping to car 
maintenance … anything that involves a need your congregation can meet. 
This will not only demonstrate Jesus to those in your community, but also may cause some to seek Him out. 
 3. It is time to do that one big thing you’ve been talking about for so long. It could be that much-
discussed expansion project or that outreach idea that’s been percolating for years or maybe it’s starting that 
youth ministry for area students. 
 Regardless of the idea, determine to take a major step in this direction in 2017. This might be a year 
for planning or action, but whatever it is, move forward with your big ideas so they don’t become yesterday’s 
ideas. 
 Each New Year presents us with nearly limitless opportunities. Focus on a few for your church, and 
you can impact thousands of lives for eternity!  

http://www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners


 

Providence Place, PA: Catherine Cooksey 

Heartland Residential: Raye Hellams, 

    Mary Jo Rogers 

Heartland Nursing:   Betty Lidkea  

Because We Care  January    

  1 Ginger Buchanan   
 

 2 Karen Hibbard,  

  Connor Hudson 
 

 4 April Glenn 
 

 6 Charles Whitaker 
 

 9 Judy Caston 
 

 10 Curtis Dunbar 
 

 11 John Fallaw 
  

 15 Kat Willard  
 

  16 Crystal Ham 
   

 17 Robert Cody, Kim Fast,  

  Freada Jackson, Don Winslow 
 

 18 Jim Cunningham 
 

 19 Susan Lawson 
 

 21 Catherine Cooksey, Harold Simmons 

  Keldin Zimmerman 
 

 23 Corley Turner 
 

 24 Allen Owens, Rusty Price,  

  Winston Quinn 
 

 27 Ruth Jean Kincheloe 
 

 28 Barbara Rippy 
 

 30 Maggie Berry  

 We are deeply 

appreciative for all the recent 

newsletter submissions.  

Please be encouraged to 

continue this trend!  It takes all 

of us working together to have the best possible 

newsletter.  Deadline for the January Grace 

Messenger will be January 18th . 

 O God, our times are in Your hand: 

Look with favor, we pray, on Your 

servants  who have birthdays this month 

as they begin another year. Grant 

that they may grow in wisdom and grace, 

and strengthen their trust in Your 

goodness all the days of their life; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

 

 

Eagle’s Wings Men's 
Retreat 

January 20
th

 -22
nd

 
 

 There is still time to 
register for the 7th annual Eagle's 
Wings Men's retreat at Asbury 

Hills. You can register by January 5, 2017 by mailing 
the application (Welcome Center Table) to the 
Registrar. This is for clergy and laity. All those 
attending may receive 3 CEU's. Good Food!  Get Real, 
Get Discipleship, and Sustain the Momentum. 

2017 
Altar Flowers  

  

 Please consider placing 
flowers on the altar for morning 
worship in honor of memory of a 
loved one.  This not only helps 
with our church budget but also 
beautifies our sanctuary.  You 

may sign up on the calendar located by the water foun-

tain in the Education building.   
 Thank you for your help in this ministry. 



 

Our Beautiful 2016 Christmas Cantata 
 

 Martin Luther wrote, “I truly desire that all Christians would love and regard as 
worthy the lovely gift of music, which is a precious, worthy, and costly treasure given to 
mankind by God…We marvel when we hear music in which one voice sings a simple 
melody, while three, four, or five other voices play and trip lustily around the voice that 
sings its simple melody and adorn this simple melody wonderfully with artistic musical 
effects, thus reminding us of a heavenly dance.”  Luther’s most famous quote on music is 
this, “Next to the Word of God, music deserves the highest praise. The gift of language combined with the gift 
of song was given to man that he should proclaim the Word of God through Music.” 
 Our choir worked dutifully for months on this year’s cantata, and their labor of love was apparent on 
December 4

th
 as they presented “The Christmas Light” arr.  by Patrick M. Liebergen.  The musical texts and 

dramatic narrative reminded us of the hope, peace, joy, and love associated with the Advent season and of 
the coming of God’s light on Christmas day. Without the music of the season that you bring us, Christmas 
would be something far less meaningful.  Thanks go to Tommy Bishop and our choir for this and every 
season all year long that you share your precious gifts of sacred music with us. 

Plan Ahead Now! 
Bishop Holston Leads  

the Older Adult Retreat,  
Springmaid Beach Resort 

 

 Coming to South Carolina from the North 
Georgia Conference, Bishop Holston served as 
senior pastor of St. James United Methodist 
Church in Atlanta for seven years before his 
episcopal election. Prior to that, he served as 
superintendent of the Atlanta-Decatur-Oxford 
District from 1997-2005. Bishop Holston is a gifted 
preacher and teacher. His love for missions has 
taken him around the world and gained him the 
recognition as a mission specialist in the North 
Georgia Conference Council of Ministries. We are 
extremely excited to have our Resident Bishop 
lead the retreat this year and hope you will make 
plans to join him at Springmaid Beach February 7-
9, 2017. 

 For more information:   http://www.umcsc.org/
olderadults/2017OARetreatFlyer.pdf 

 
NarroWay Comes to Grace 

 

 On December 6th, around 3pm, two vans full of the much awaited NarroWay 
cast from Fort Mill arrived at Grace UMC after quite an eventful morning.  Following 
the performance of the “The Nativity Set” at another church, the tired players arrived 
after a bus breakdown, much tension, and the rental of a substitute van packed full of 
makeup, props, costumes, sound equipment, actors, etc., to begin their second 
performance of the day.  (We didn’t realize it at the time, but these people were not 

just NarroWay cast members; the founders and owners were also present!) Not once did any of them allow 
the frustration of their harrowing day to affect their VERY gracious spirits.  From the sound, setup, opening 
remarks, musical performances, enthusiasm for their roles, to the closing remarks, the NarroWay team gave 
a 200% plus performance.  Beyond true professionalism, NarroWay exemplified the heart of Christianity.  
They offered to us a REAL illustration of Christians on a purposeful mission!  The cast even stayed 
afterwards to greet individual attendees who wished to speak with them.  Thanks to NarroWay, we can 
readily say that we will never look at a “Nativity Set” the same again!  They gave us so much more than a 
play.  They gave from a reserve that only comes from the One True Source!  Out of our gratitude for their 
gifts, let’s continue to pray for them and their mission while also remembering that they offer many other 
wonderful productions at Fort Mill throughout the year . 

 

 



 

THE GRACE MESSENGER 
Grace United Methodist Church  
201 South. Church Street  
Union, SC   29379   
E-mail: mail@graceunion.org 

 

    
 

Secret Santa Completes  
27

th
 Year 

 

 The 27th year of Secret 
Santa was another 
success!  This year we were 
able to help 295 
children.  Charlie Kelly, Jan 
Thompson, Freada Jackson, 
Doug R , Sally Palmer, Sheryl 
Price, Rusty Price, Neil Valentine, Abbie 
Valentine, Bob Love, and Marie Hudson 
assisted parents as they arrived to pick up gifts 
on Tuesday Dec 13th.  In addition to the 
sponsor gifts, each family was presented with a 
Bible along with a Pockets magazine for each 
child.  We appreciate sponsors from the church 
and surrounding community who came together 
to make sure deserving children in Union 
County awoke to new toys this Christmas.  A 
special thank you goes out to Melodi Gault, 
Sally Palmer, Sheryl & Rusty Price, and Marie 
Hudson who managed specific tasks for us 
throughout the 2 ½ month Secret Santa 
process.  We couldn’t have accomplished this 
without everyone’s help!        

  Brad & Brooke Valentine 
   

mailto:mail@graceunion.org

