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From the Pastor  

 Question: "What sort of New Year’s Resolution should a Christian make?" 

 Answer: The practice of making New Year’s resolutions goes back over 3,000 years to the 
ancient Babylonians. There is just something about the start of a new year that gives us the 
feeling of a fresh start and a new beginning. In reality, there is no difference 
between December 31 and January 1. Nothing mystical occurs at midnight on December 
31. The Bible does not speak for or against the concept of New Year’s resolutions. 
However, if a Christian determines to make a New Year’s resolution, what kind of resolution 
should he or she make? 
  Common New Year’s resolutions are commitments to quit smoking, to stop drinking, 
to manage money more wisely, and to spend more time with family. By far, the most 
common New Year’s resolution is to lose weight, in conjunction with exercising more and 
eating more healthily. These are all good goals to set.   1 Timothy 4:8 instructs us to keep 
exercise in perspective: “For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for 
all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.” The vast majority 
of New Year’s resolutions, even among Christians, are in relation to physical things. This 
should not be. 
  Many Christians make New Year’s resolutions to pray more, to read the Bible every 
day, and to attend church more regularly. These are fantastic goals. But these New Year’s 
resolutions fail just as often as the non-spiritual resolutions, because there is no power in a 
New Year’s resolution. Resolving to start or stop doing a certain activity has no value 
unless you have the proper motivation for stopping or starting that activity. For example, 
why do you want to read the Bible every day? Is it to honor God and grow spiritually, or is it 

because you have just heard that it is a good thing to do? Why do you want to lose weight? Is it to 
honor God with your body, or is it for vanity, to honor yourself? 
  Philippians 4:13 tells us, “I can do everything through Him who gives me strength.”   John 
15:5 declares, “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will 
bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” If God is the center of your New Year’s 
resolution, there is an opportunity for success, depending on your commitment to it. If it is God’s 
will for something to be fulfilled, He will empower you to fulfill it. If a resolution is not God honoring 
and/or is not in agreement in God’s Word, we will not receive God’s help in fulfilling the resolution. 
  So, what sort of New Year’s resolution should a Christian make? Here are some 
suggestions: (1) pray to the Lord for wisdom (James 1:5) in regards to what resolutions, if any, He 
would have you make; (2) pray for wisdom as to how to fulfill the goals God gives you; (3) rely on 
God’s strength to help you; (4) find an accountability partner who will help you and encourage you; 
(5) don’t become discouraged with occasional failures; instead, allow them to motivate you further; 
(6) don’t become proud or vain, but give God the glory.  Psalm 37:5-6 says, “Commit your way to 
the LORD; trust in Him and He will do this: He will make your righteousness shine like the dawn, 
the justice of your cause like the noonday sun.”  …Pastor David 

(Food for thought from - http://www.gotquestions.org/new-years-resolution.html) 
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Family Night Suppers 
Resume in January 

 

 On January 27
th
, Family Night 

Suppers will resume at 6:30pm, and 
the Clyburn/Whitener Class will be 
our host. In keeping with Grace 
UMC’s reputation of generous 
hospitality, let’s remember to prepare 
enough food for any guests that 

come!  Please remember to invite everyone!  

 

Offering Report as of                          Dec.27,  2015 

2015  Budget -                                       $      383,334.34 

Needed for 2015 Budget Y-T-D -            $      383,334.34 

Budget Rec’d Y-T-D -                $      356,655.14 

Surplus/Deficit Y-T-D  -                    $       -26,679.20 

Weekly Offering Needed  -                   $          7,443.75 

Expenses Y-T-D -                                 $   368,856.29 

    

 As we begin this wonderful New Year, please put 
Grace as a priority in your financial planning.  Our 
combined gifts keep the Church’s mission alive and 
growing.  Thank you so much!!  
    Sincerely, Pastor David 

Stewardship  

Report   2015 

    
Circle of Hope:Circle of Hope:Circle of Hope:   
 Monday, Jan. 4th, 10:00am 
  Linda Cassels, hostess 
 

Johnnie Sanders Circle:Johnnie Sanders Circle:Johnnie Sanders Circle:   
 Monday, Jan. 4th, 10:00am 
  Church Parlor 
 

Lucy Lee Shuler Circle:Lucy Lee Shuler Circle:Lucy Lee Shuler Circle:   
 Wed., Jan. 13th, 6:00 pm 

 

GUMCEP News 
 

Happy New Year!  We pray 
everyone will have a great 2016. 
 GUMCEP is happy to 
announce that we have Paula 
Doty joining the GUMCEP staff.  
She will be working with the infants. 

Get A Cross  
In Your Yard For Lent 

 

 The Methodist Youth 
Fellowship of Grace U.M.C. has a 
special project for the Lenten 
season this year. For a $10 
donation to the youth group, they 

will install a wooden cross in your yard. About 
three feet tall, the crosses are made from 
treated wood and come complete with 
decorative drapes for the three seasons of 
Lent. They will be built by MYF members Clint 
Smallwood, Grant Harris, and Grayson Fallaw. 
The first color for Lent is purple, starting on 
Ash Wednesday Feb. 10 through Wednesday 
March 16, black is the color for Thursday-
Friday March 24-25, and white on Easter 
Sunday March 27. For information, call 
Preston Morton, 843-457-3902. 

 
 

 
 
Dear Grace Church, 
 Thank you so much for all that you have done 
since the loss of our Aunt Libby - especially to David 
and Tommy for a beautiful service, to those who provid-
ed and served lunch before her funeral, and for the 
cards, memorials, food, visits, and your prayers.  We 
want to express  our appreciation also to those of you 
who visited Libby, sent her cards, or cared for her in any 
way through the years!  She loved all of you and so do 
we—   
   Johnny & Robert Johns 
   Wayne & Barbara Baber 



UMW News- 2016 A Call to Prayer  
and Self-Denial Begins 

 

 UMWs are encouraged to commemorate A Call to Prayer and 
Self-Denial on one day during the first few months of the year.  This 
annual observance gives local and district units a chance to study and 
reflect on a particular theme each year and to designate funds for 
ministries related to the theme for the year.  In 2016, the offering 

received will support national and international programs that empower women to gain the resources they 
need to earn a living wage so they can take care of themselves and their loved ones. Projects will include job 
skills training, small business development assistance, and similar programs. The grant will also support 
campaigns to educate communities about economic justice at a local, national, and global level. One 
hundred percent of the offering will go directly to fund these projects.  
 
For more information on planning an observance visit:  
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/donate/call-to-prayer 

Bishop's Barbeque Bash for the Spartanburg District – February 13th 
 

 This fall, the bishop is hitting the road and traveling to each district in South Carolina again—this time 
to more intentionally connect with clergy and their church leadership teams. 
Calling it the Bishop’s Barbecue Bash, Bishop Jonathan Holston will do much of what he did last year with 
the Bishop’s Road Shows, except instead of spending a Saturday with lay servants and lay leaders in all 12 
districts, this year, he’ll get to know pastors better. All clergy are also encouraged to bring along three to five 
members of their lay leadership team.  The event is designed to be a good way for the bishop to get to know 
people better—and for him to taste barbecue from every region in the state. 
 “The bishop began the road show in order to get to know the laity in the life of this conference,” 
explained the Rev. Cathy Joens, congregational specialist for the Anderson and Greenville districts. “He 
wanted to spend time with them and get to know them where they were, and it has made a huge, huge 
difference. Now he wants to continue that with the clergy, so what he’s doing now is tasting barbecue from 
all over the state, from Lowcountry barbecue to mustard-based in the mid-country and then the upstate 
barbecue. 
“He’s just tasting barbecue all the way around!” 
 Joens said the events are intended to be festive but learning-packed. Attendees will spend the 
morning talking about Vince Molinaro’s book “The Leadership Contract” and what it means to be a leader in 
the culture and atmosphere we have today in the life of the church, with tangible takeaways for the local 
church. 
 The bashes begin Oct. 3 in Florence and go through the fall and winter, with the final event Feb. 27 
in the Walterboro District. Many of the districts are still finalizing location; check the Advocate for further 
information. 
 Conference Lay Leader Barbara Ware said she hopes the district “bashes” will begin to lay the 
groundwork for future discussions between lay and clergy. 
 “Perhaps these discussions will result in connecting people and churches so they can continue to 
work as teams with the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world,” Ware 
said. “I am optimistic that local church leaders and their pastors will participate in conversations with other 
local church leaders and pastors that produce fruitful and positive relationships. I expect it will be interesting 
for folks to join in dialogues and discussions with others they may not know that well. We are a connectional 
church, and these events will go a long way in strengthening this connection.” 
Laity interested in attending should contact their pastor. Pastors will receive information about the bashes 
from their district office.  By Jessica Brodie 

http://umcsc.org/data/wp_findadistrictgrd.php


 

___Nursery Helper 

___Special Worship Coord. 

___Special Worship Helpers 

___Sanctuary Checker 

___Parking Lot Greeter 

 Maintenance Ministry 

___Kitchen/Restroom Supply 

___Painting 

___Carpentry 

___Electrical 

___Plumbing 

___Play Props/Costumes 

Other______________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

    Prayer Ministry 

 ___Lead Prayer Team 

 ___Prayer Team Member 

 ___Prayer Phone Team  

 ___Prayer Shawl Ministry          

    Social Gatherings Ministry 

___ Senior Fit Club 

___Church dinner preparation 

___Decorating 

___Coordinate Ch. outings 

___Coordinate Ch. Retreats  

___Hospitality 

___Women’s Retreat Coord. 

___Men’s Retreat Coord. 

___Youth Retreat Coord. 

___Bereavement Team  

___Wed. Supper Coord. 

___Wed. Supper Participant 

___Baby Shower Coord. 

   Communication Ministry 

 ___Church Photographer 

 ___Bulletin Boards 

 ___Graphic Design 

 ___Newsletter 

 ___Office/Receptionist Assist. 

 ___Library Caretaker 

 ___Speak another Language /     

               Sign language  

 ___Multimedia/Tech Team 

 ___Website/Facebook Admin. 

 ___Organize Archives 

   

   

Special Events Ministry 

 ___National Day of Prayer 

 ___See You At the Pole 

 ___Sunday Morning Fellowship 

 ___Advent/Christmas helper 

 ___Community Thanksgiving Service 

 ___Holy Week (Maundy Thursday Disciple,   

            Good Friday helper, Sunrise Service helper) 

 ___Hanging of the Green helper 

 ___Community Lenten Service helper 

 Other -__________________________________ 

 ________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________ 

    Missions Ministry 

___Prison Ministry 

___Secret Santa Volunteer 

___White Christmas Volunteer 

___Meals on Wheels 

___Christmas Missions 

___Deliver food to Food Bank 

___Salkehatchie 

___Liaison for Epworth Ch. Home 

___Transportation for Homebound 

              (groceries, doctors appointments, etc) 

___Devotions for Assisted Living Residents 

___Music for Assisted Living Residents 

___Benevolence Support (Meals, house sitters,  

              child care) 

___Missions Trip 

Other areas of Service___________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

GRACE UMC 
A.C.T.S. MINISTRY SERVICE OPPORTUNTIES 

     Group Ministry 

___United Methodist Women 

___United Methodist Men 

___United Methodist Youth 

___Youth Assistant 

___Scouts, Cub & Boy 

___Gems/Stars 

___MCF/Sonshiners 

___Children’s Assistant 

Other__________________________ 

     Children’s Ministry 

___Attend Sunday School 

___Teach Sunday School 

___Vacation Bible School 

     ____Coordinate 

     ____Volunteer 

Other__________________________ 

     Adult Ministry 

___Attend Sunday School 

___Teach Sunday School 

___Attend a Bible Study 

___Lead a Bible Study 

     Visitation Ministry 

___Be a buddy 

___Hospital/Care Center Visitor 

___Homebound Caregiver 

___Assisted Living Caregiver 

    Worship Ministry 

___Worship Liturgist 

___Lay Speaker 

___Assist with communion 

___Liturgical Dance 

___Altar Guild  

___Greeter 

___Usher 

___Acolyte  

___Handbells 

___Sing in choir 

___Piano accompanist 

___Organ accompanist 

___Other instruments 

___Operate sound/ 

            multimedia system 

___Deliver worship CD’s 

___Offering counter 

___Sunday Flowers 

___Share Children’s Sermon 

 

You are encouraged to be a part of  

the A.C.T.S. Ministry (Achieving 

Community Through Service) of  

Grace United Methodist Church by 

indicating the places you will serve. 

Please return to the Church Office 

or give to one of  the Ushers on 

Sunday. 



 2016 UMW Officers Training  
at Grace  

 

 There will be a Spartanburg District 
Officer's Training at Grace on Saturday, 

January 9, 2016.  The schedule is as follows:  
9 - 9:30 am  Registration and fellowship with  
  refreshments  
9:30-10 am General Session and devotional  
10 - 11:15am Break-out sessions  
 Since we are hosting this, I would like to invite 
all our officers and circle leaders to come. We are 
asked to prepare the Fellowship Hall and have four 
rooms for individualized meetings. Everything else will 
be provided by the District. Please place this on your 
calendars.     In Christ, Sheryl 

 

Chancel Choir 
Rehearsals 

 

Wed. Jan.    6th  7:30pm 
Wed. Jan.  13th   7:30pm  
Wed. Jan.  20th  7:30pm 
Wed. Jan.  27th  7:30pm  

 
 

Bells of Grace 
Rehearsals 

 

Rehearsals will resume 
 in February.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Plans are underway for an awesome adventure for the youth to go skiing at Lake Junaluska during 
the weekend of January 8th.  
 The youth will have a fundraiser to help raise funds for their Salkehatchie registration fees.  We will 
be selling “Lenten Crosses” for $10 each made by the youth.  Each cross will come with three cloths to 
drape over the crosses during the Lenten season.  If you would like a cross for your yard, a sign up sheet 
will be on the Welcome Center Table and in the Education Building as well as the sanctuary on Sunday 
mornings.   
 There will be a Youth Volunteer meeting at 6 pm on January 14th in the Connection. Volunteers and 
parents are encouraged to attend. 
 January 17th the youth will be hosting a Taco Soup lunch right after church.  The cost will be $8 and 
includes a generous bowl of soup with all the toppings (chips, cheese, and sour cream), tea and a dessert. 
The money raised will help the youth attend Revolution.  Please sign up at the Welcome Center Table to 
help us know how much to prepare. 
 “Souper” Bowl Sunday will be February 7th. The youth will be collecting money after worship so 
please remember your check or cash.  Checks should be made out to Grace and marked “souper bowl’   All 
monetary donations will be given to Meals on Wheels. Thanks in advance for remembering the less 
fortunate. 

 

New Bible Study to Begin in the New Year  
 

 A new Bible study, open to all, will begin on Wednesday, Jan. 13, 10:30 
a.m., in the Clyburn-Whitener Class, and will be led by Fran Love. The book 
"Sitting at the Feet of Rabbi Jesus; How the Jewishness of Jesus Can Transform 
Your Faith", written by Ann Spangler and Lois Tverberg, will lead us to explore 
the culture and customs of first-century Jews, enriching our understanding of the 
Bible and of Jesus. It's not necessary to purchase the book, but it is available 
through Christian Supply, Amazon, and Cokesbury for $16.00. If anyone would 
like to have the book, please let Caroline or Fran know by Jan.15th.  



Plan Ahead Now! 
 

Older Adult Retreat, Springmaid Beach Resort  
 

When: Tue. February 2, 2016, 12pm – Fri, February 5, 
2016, 12pm 
Where: Doubletree, 3200 South Ocean Blvd., Myrtle 
Beach, SC 29577 
Description: Doubletree Resort 3200 South Ocean Blvd. Myrtle Beach, SC 29577  
                      Telephone number @ resort is (866)764-8501.  
                      Contact number @ the conference center is (803) 786-9486 ext. 317, Doris Seals. 

Men Mark your calendars!   

 The 2016 Men N Ministry Weekend is set for Feb. 19th, 20, 21st at 
Christ UMC, Myrtle Beach, SC.  Bishop Holston has issued a challenge to 
have 1500 in attendance this year.  More details will be announced in the 
coming weeks, but all men are encouraged to block these dates off on their 
calendars and plan to join them. 

Winter Warmth Distribution Update 

 Nothing is more beautiful than a smile on a child's face unless it's the 
smile on a WARM child's face.  Circle of Hope has distributed more than 
130 coats to children in Union area schools this winter.  These are the coats 
donated by Frist Presbyterian Church of Spartanburg last year.  Members of 
Circle of Hope contacted school guidance counselors to receive a list of 
children in need and delivered those coats to individual schools.  Grace is 
truly a church of caring people.  Thank you to all who were involved in this mission work. 

      In Christian Love, 
      Pat Owens 

Combined Sunday School Program 
to feature 

Ashleigh and Philip Irwin, Missionaries to Southeast Asia 
 

 Ashleigh (Carolyn Turner’s great niece) and Philip Irwin met while on a mission trip to Southeast Asia 
when they were in college.  Both felt a calling to work in that part of the world.  She lived in Indiana and he 
lived in Virginia.   After the mission trip, they continued to stay in touch, fell in love, and got married.  Philip 
enrolled in seminary at Liberty University, graduated, and they applied for work in Southeast Asia.  It was a 
long process, and in the meantime their first daughter, Bella, was born. 
 After being accepted by the International Board to work there, they had to learn the language and 
customs of the country.  While in Hong Kong, their second daughter, Emma, was born. 
 They have been in Southeast Asia for three years, and now are home for a six-month break.  While 
here, they want to share the news about their discipleship work in Southeast Asia.  
 Ashleigh, Philip, Bella (4) and Emma (2) will speak at Grace during the Combined Sunday School  
time on January 24.  You will really enjoy meeting this dynamic young family and hearing what they are do-
ing on the other side of the world.  



 
 
 
 

 How would your life be different if you stopped worrying about the things 
you can’t control and started focusing on the things you can? Let today be the 
day you free yourself from fruitless worry, seize the day, and take effective action 
on things you can change. Steve Maraboli 

A Polished Performance 
 

 “The most beautiful cantata ever sung in our church!” “Our choir outdid 
themselves!” They must have started practicing for our Christmas Cantata right after 
Easter!  These and many other similar comments were characteristic of the 
accolades expressed after the exceptional ministry of the Choir’s Christmas Cantata 
on Dec. 6th.  People leaving church on that day were brimming with gratitude for the: 
clear tonality, masterful solos, blend and balance of different parts, lucid concept of 
many different music styles, and the close attention paid to diction and dynamics.  
Choir, your selfless hours of rehearsal and brilliant leadership by Tommy Bishop were richly rewarded as 
hearts were filled with the true meaning of Christmas during the worship hour.  A greater goal you could not 
have accomplished!  Thank you, Tommy, choir, and narrators, John Glenn and David Keith!  We are truly 
the blessed recipients of your musical gifts. 

Thank You to Everyone 
 

 On behalf of the entire staff, we would like to thank the SPRC and Grace 
UMC for our wonderful Christmas bonuses.  We wish everyone a happy and blessed 
New Year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Sanctuary has Never Looked More Beautiful! 

Thanks to Pat and Allie Owens, Freada Jackson, Linda Parker, Sherry Wallace, and Catherine Moore.  You 
made all our Christmas worship services so beautiful and special!  



 

 The 26th year of Secret Santa was another success!  This year we were able to help 296 
children.  Kris Zimmerman, Charlie Kelly, Jan Thompson, Freada Jackson, Sally Palmer, 
Sheryl Price, Rusty Price, Neil Valentine, Betsy Sheorn, Connor Hudson, and Marie Hudson 
assisted parents as they arrived to pick up gifts on Tuesday Dec 15th.  In addition to the 
sponsor gifts, each family was presented with a small nativity figurine along with a Pockets 
magazine for each child.  We appreciate sponsors from the church and surrounding 
community who came together to make sure deserving children in Union County wake up to 
new toys this Christmas.  A special thank you goes out to Melodi Gault, Sally Palmer, Sheryl & Rusty Price, 
Jan Thompson, and Marie Hudson who managed specific tasks for us throughout the 2 ½ month Secret 
Santa process.  We couldn’t have accomplished this without everyone’s help!         Brad & Brooke Valentine 

Beautiful Silhouette Play!  
 

 We are so thankful for all the hard work of our MCF/Sonshiner 
coordinators, parents, friends and children who made this year’s children play a 
truly wonderful and worshipful experience!  A special thank-you goes to the 
following people: 
 April Glenn and Ashley Turner - Your excellent leadership roles in directing 
our little band of “active” actors and actresses was outstanding.  April, who knew 

you were a choreographer?  You did a superb job with the interpretive movements to “Mary, Did You 
Know?”.  We pray this is not the last time we see your talents used for leading interpretive worship 
movements in our services! 
 John Glenn and Jason Turner - You are commended for your supporting roles as husbands/
parents.  John, you did a great job narrating and building our silhouette screen.  (Thanks goes to Pastor 
David who helped with the screen building as well!) 
 Sue Keith and Judy Caston - Your animated “pumpkin snowmen” added their own brand of life to 
our Fellowship Hall for the occasion.  Kris Zimmerman - The serving table decorations were lovely!  Thanks 
to all of you! 
 Margie Ruff - What would we do without you?  Thanks for serving our hungry performers before the 
play, so that we did not hear any rumbling tummies during the performance. 
 Karen Hibbard, Margie Ruff, Donna Kell, Sheryl Price, and UMW (delicious) cookie bakers – 
We deeply appreciate all the efforts it took to ensure that refreshments were provided for everyone after the 
play and the quick clean-up that ensued. 
 Glenn Hibbard and Rusty Price - You are so faithful in making sure that our tables and chairs are 
always in place and ready for any program.  Thank you. 
 MCF/Sonshiners – You did it again!  You were able to overcome the wiggles and giggles to make 
us proud by getting into your “silhouette” spots at just the right time.  To our three beautiful angels….I can’t 
imagine heaven holding anything more precious!  Thanks to all of you for leading adults in worship with your 
Christian service!  We love you! 

Gyms and Stars Continue to Delight Us! 
 

 Thank you Gyms and Stars for re-enacting the live nativity each Sunday in December for us!  Pat and 
Allen Owens…the background set you staged was phenomenal.  It is with great appreciation that we thank 
you for all that you are doing as leaders with our Gyms and Stars.  We are so impressed by the many ways 
our tweens served in the church this past year! 

White Christmas 
 

 Due to hard work and dedication, our Grace UMC members and volunteers were once again able to 
provide abundant Christmas food baskets to families in need. Thank you for showing your love and care by 
remembering our less fortunate brothers and sisters at this joyous time of year. 



Providence Place, PA: Catherine Cooksey 

Savannah Grace-Palms,  

     of Mt. Pleasant, SC:     Judith Eversman 

Heartland Residential: Raye Hellams, 

    Betty Lidkea,  

    Mary Jo Rogers 

Heartland Nursing:   Ruth Gregory, Lib Ruff 

    JoAnn Cordell 

Cheraw:   Bill McCall 

Because We Care  
 

 

January    

  1  Ginger Buchanan  

 2 Karen Hibbard, 

  Connor Hudson  

  4 April Glenn 

 6 Charles Whittaker 

 9 Judy Caston 

 10 Curtis Dunbar 

 11 John Fallaw 

  13  JoAnn Cordell, Todd Vassey 

  15 Kat Willard 

 16 Crystal Ham 

 17 Robert Cody, Kim Fast,  

  Freada Jackson, Don Winslow 

 18 Jim Cunningham 

 19 Susan Lawson  

 21 Catherine Cooksey, Harold Simmons, 

  Keldin Zimmerman 

 23 Corley Turner 

 24 Allen Owens, Rusty Price,  

  Winston Quinn 

 27 Ruth Jean Kincheloe 

 28 Barbara Rippy 

 30 Maggie Berry  

  

UCCOM 2016 Pulpit Exchange 
January 24th 

 

 January 24th is the Pulpit Exchange Sunday for UM Churches of the Union Area. This year, Rev. 
Merritt Wentz, pastor at Bethel and Duncan Acres UMC will bring the morning message at Grace, and Pastor 
David will be preaching at Bethel and Duncan Acres UMC.  Please continue prayers for all our churches and 
pastors as we share our faith and grow in our relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

Young At Heart 
 

 Please mark your calendars 
for Wednesday, Jan 13th and  join 
us at Andy’s for good food and 
fellowship.   

 O God, our times are in Your hand: 
Look with favor, we pray, on Your 
servants  who have birthdays this month 
as they begin another year. Grant 
that they may grow in wisdom and grace, 
and strengthen their trust in Your goodness 
all the days of their life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 



 

THE GRACE MESSENGER 

Grace United Methodist Church  
201 South. Church Street  
Union, SC   29379   
E-mail: mail@graceunion.org 

Top 10 New Year's resolutions for Christians 
 

1. Be consistent at going to church. If you start the New Year off by going to church and not missing (unless  
you absolutely have to), consistency will form habit, and it will be a part of your weekly regimen. 
2. Go to weekly Bible class. Going to church once a week is not enough to sustain your Spirit. Bible classes will also 
enhance your knowledge of the Bible.  
3. Go to Sunday school. Sunday school is also a great tool for learning about the Bible and getting answers to those 
puzzling biblical questions you may have. 
4. Have devotion every morning. Devotion is like gas in your car. You can’t go anywhere without it. It’s best to have 
devotion as soon as you awake. This prepares you for any obstacles you may face and it also lets the enemy know that 
he is defeated and cancels his assignment that he has against you. Have your own praise and worship. Sing God a 
song!  
5. Set a time for prayer. Daily prayer is a necessity, but praying at a set time everyday means the designated time 
belongs to God alone. Start by praying for 15 minutes, and then work your way up to an hour. There is so much to pray 
about and be thankful for. 
6. Read the Bible daily (start by reading the one year Bible). Reading the Word is food for the Spirit. The more you 
read, the more you feed. Your Spirit needs the Word to help fight those fleshly desires. 
7. Find 10 scriptures to confess out loud daily. Confession is good for the soul and it will also help you to speak the 
Word of God only. The Bible says “let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to 
the use of edifying.” 
8. Memorize one scripture per week. Write down a scripture on an index card and take it with you wherever you go. 
Read it until you have committed it to memory. 
9. Become an active member at your church by joining a ministry. Decide that you will no longer be a bench member. 
It’s a proven fact that when you get busy doing work for the kingdom of God, he will get busy doing work on your 
behalf. Get involved. 
10. Get a consistent prayer partner(s). Prayer changes things so pray without ceasing!  

http://www.examiner.com/article/top-10-new-year-s-resolutions-for-christians 

mailto:mail@graceunion.org
http://www.examiner.com/topic/church
http://www.examiner.com/article/top-10-new-year-s-resolutions-for-christians

