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Construction Workers Wanted:  25 Ways to Build Up Your Church 
 
   Romans 14:19 says, “Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace and the things by 
which one may edify another.”  Ephesians 4:12 – 13 tells us why, “to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ.   
       Here are 25 Ways to build up your Church {from Discipleship resources}  
(1) Ignite the spiritual fires to your own soul.  
(2) Carefully study your Bible with the aid of good resource materials.  
(3) Remember, you are the church; the place where you study & worship on is a building.  
(4) Support your church fellowship with regular attendance.  
(5) Frequently pray for your church leaders.  
(6) Look for ways to encourage your brothers & sisters in Christ.  
(7) Discover your own unique & best method of witnessing to others & do it often.  
(8) Give freely & generously of your time, talents, money, & prayers, remembering all that you have 
or ever hope to have belongs to God.  
(9) Believe in your church & speak highly of its accomplishments & possibilities.  
(10) Systematically invite people to attend study & worship with you on Sunday as well as on other 

occasions.  
(11) Don't spend a lot of time criticizing others for what your church is not doing. Do something yourself.  
(12) When you use your church building facilities, seek to leave it better than when you found it. (13) 
Frequently ask your church leaders, "What can I do to help?"  
(14) When you are prone to criticize your minister & others, remember that they are human & therefore 
make their fair share of mistakes.  
(15) Refuse to harbor hard feelings toward anyone.  
(16) When you attend a church business meeting, attend with a Christ-like spirit. Look for the good & the 
constructive.  
(17) Encourage frequent & wise use of your church building facilities. 
(18) Endeavor to get all the facts about events, happenings, & decisions in your church before offering your 
advice on most subjects. (19) Lend your enthusiastic support to new forms of worship, programming, & 
outreach.  
(20) Be an active member of a prayer & work group.  
(21) When your co-workers do something worthwhile, thank them for what they have done.  
(22) When members sin, love them, forgive them, care for them, & let bygones be bygones.  
(23) Dare to dream creative & construction dreams of what your church can become.  
(24) Pursue your creative & constructive dreams for your church as if your church depended on you & you 
alone.  
(25) In all things for your Christian life & church, first ask, "What would Jesus do."  
The psalmist declared, "My help comes from the Lord." (Psalm 121:3) 

February  2018 



Stewardship  

Report   2018 

 

Offering Report as of                                     

2018  Budget -                                       $        

Needed for 2018 Budget Y-T-D -         $        

Budget Rec’d Y-T-D -                $        

Surplus/Deficit Y-T-D  -                    $         

Weekly Offering Needed  -                   $            

Expenses Y-T-D -                                 $         

    
 Please put Grace as a priority in your 
financial planning.  Our combined gifts keep the 
Church’s mission alive and growing.  Thank you so 
much!!     Sincerely, Pastor David 

 Mon., Feb. 5,  10:00 AM 
 

 Mon., Feb. 5,  11:00 AM 
 

 No Meeting 

 

No Family Night Suppers 

in February or March 
  

        Due to the Lenten Services and 

Lunches, we will not have Family 

Night Suppers in February or March. They will resume 

in April. 

 

Young at Heart 
Young at Heart will NOT meet in 

February or March due to the Lenten 

Services. 

“SOUPER” Bowl Sunday  

February 4 
  

February 4th, children, parents and 

the congregation are asked to bring 

cans of soup for GUMC Souper Bowl 

Boxes.  The can items will be taken 

to the Duncan Acres UMC Food Pantry to be 

distributed to those in need.  Also, the GUMC youth will 

be at the entrance doors collecting donations for “Meals 

on Wheels”.  Please make checks to GUMC and mark 

for “Souper Bowl”.  Thank you in advance to each of 

you for sharing and caring for the less fortunate 

individuals on “Souper Bowl” Sunday.  

 

Wednesday Bible Study Continues 
  

 Wednesday morning Bible study continues 

through March 7th at 10:30 a.m. The study, led by 

Jan Thompson, is based on Randy Alcorn’s book, 

Heaven. If you have ever wondered what to 

anticipate in Heaven, this book answers 

questions you may have. Please join us as we 

explore, discuss, and seek these answers. What 

a wonderful way to enter the Easter Season! 

Lenten Season Begins 

 Ash Wednesday, February 14 
  

 Once again, GUMC will be the host for 

the Community Lenten Service and lunch each 

Wednesday from Ash Wednesday, February 14, 

through Holy Week, 

Wednesday, March 

28.  Pastors from 

different 

denominations and 

churches will deliver 

the message each 

week.  Tommy 

Bishop, GUMC 

organist/choir director, has planned special 

Lenten Season music.  Each Lenten Service 

begins at 12 noon.  Lunch will be served after the 

service.  This year, Pastor David will begin our 

series on Ash Wednesday, February 14.  Please 

join fellow church and community members in 

attending these meaningful services in 

preparation for Easter. 

 

These 

figures 

will be 

updated 

soon. 



 
2018 

Altar Flowers  
  

 Please consider 
placing flowers on the 
altar for morning worship 
in honor or memory of a 
loved one.  This not only 

helps with our church budget but also beautifies 
our sanctuary.  You may sign up on the calendar 
located by the water fountain in the Education 
building or by calling the church office at 427-
1266. 
 Thank you for your help in this ministry. 

 

GUMCEP News 

 During the month of 

February, there are many 

activities that will take place at 

GUMCEP. The children will 

learn about Groundhog Day and President’s Day.  Valentine 

Parties will also take place in the classrooms.  Lots of 

learning is going on in each of the classes.  Come and visit 

anytime.   

 
 

 

Spotlight on Grace’s Acolytes 
 

  Our special Acolyte for the month of February 

is Alex Wagner. Alex is a sixth grader at Sims 

Middle 

School. He 

has faithfully 

served as an 

acolyte for 

three and a 

half years. 

Thank you, 

Alex, for your 

service to our 

church!  

 

 

Winter Warmth  

Project 

  Our Winter Warmth Project 

continues with coats being 

delivered once again to our 

local elementary schools. 

The smiles on the children’s faces as they select the 

color and try the coats on for size make it so worth-

while. Grace is still blessed to be able to continue this 

ministry. Thank you to Grace volunteers for continuing 

to reach out to each child in need of a warm coat.  



 
 

   The Union County YMCA is offering to meet the needs of Grace UMC’s seniors by 
providing a special incentive opportunity to get back in motion. On Mondays, Wednes-
days, and Fridays at 9-10am or 10-11am there is a senior workout class that they are en-
couraging our senior members to participate in.   This class is conducted by Kaye Fowler 
and provides exercises designed to help with balance, memory, muscle strength 
(osteoporosis), cardiovascular (lungs and heart), and stability. There is also social time 
and an occasional outing. For a free two week and six class period, you can experience 
the class and determine if you are motivated to continue on. The special package consists 
of the new joiner’s fee being waivered in the month of February.  The last two week peri-
od will be February 19—March 2, 2018. Any two week period between now and then is 
available. A signup sheet is on the church information desk in the educational building 
hallway. Signing up is required for the Y’s office to know the participants.  If you are al-
ready a member of the Y, then you have access to this and all other programs offered.  If 
you so choose to join after participating in the two weeks of classes, all you need to do is 
let the Y office know.  The individual senior membership fee is $28.00 per month and the 
senior family fee is $38.00 per month. The YMCA offers a variety of programs, partner-
ships, facilities, and exercise equipment for its members and has a caring and knowledge-
able staff that is willing to assist you in any way.  Why not get out and get motivated? 
Make new friends and be with others you already know, enjoying the workout to energize 
your life! It’s never too late! 

UNION COUNTY YMCA OFFERS  

GRACE AN OPPORTUNITY  

TO GET MOTIVATED 

 

Theology As Explained By Children 

-Noah’s wife was called Joan of Ark. 

-Lot’s wife was a pillar of salt by day and a ball of fire by night. 

-Samson slayed the Philistines with the axe of the Apostles. 

-A Godly person should have only one wife. This is called monotony. 

-Joshua let the Hebrew in the battle of Geritol. 

-David fought the Finklesteins, a race of people who lived in Biblical times. 

-Solomon has 300 wives and 700 porcupines. 

-The people who followed Jesus were called the 13 decibels. 

-One of the opossums was St. Matthew. 

-Paul preached holy acrimony, which is another name for marriage. 



 

Sonshiners/MCF 
  

  “Thank You” is extended to those 

dedicated disciple makers who volunteer to teach 

and provide supper for our MCF/Sonshiners.  We 

would like to say a special “Thank You” to Dale 

and Larry Goff who provided wonderful lessons for 

both our Sunday night programs in January.  We 

also appreciate Jane Wilkes, Dale, and Larry Goff 

for preparing the delicious meals for our children. 

Also Sally Summers is already teaching new songs 

to “sing and ring” as she prepares our children to 

perform during the worship service.  We are off to 

a wonderful start! Parents, please be certain your 

children from 3K – 6th grade attend each time 

and invite friends! 
  

 The Schedule for February is: 

Feb. 4 – No meeting.  Souper Bowl Sunday 

Feb. 11 – Valentine Movie Night and Supper – 

Ashley and Jason Turner  
  

Feb. 18 – No Meeting. 
  

Feb. 25 – Regular meeting 

 
 

   

Grace UMW News 

    
  We welcome our 

new 2018-2020 

President, Mrs. Pat 

Owens, and Vice-

President, Mrs. Judy 

Caston.  They both will be wonderful leaders 

for our UMW Unit.. 

 

  On February 11, 2018, there will be a UMW 

General Meeting directly after the church 

service.  Spouses or significant others are 

invited to attend, also.  The meal will be 

catered by Midway BBQ with special music by 

Tommy Bishop, our Organist/Choir Director, 

and Sally Summers, choir member, 

performing Love Songs for Valentines Day.  

All UMW members are encouraged to attend. 

Please contact Pat Owens at 864-426-3126 if 

you plan to attend. 

 

On Tuesday, February 20, 2018, The 

Legislative Advocacy Day 2018, “Can’t You 

Hear Their Cry”, will be held at Epworth 

Children’s Home in Columbia.  Registration 

forms are available from Pat Owens if you’d 

like to attend.  The registration fee is $20 

(includes material, lunch, nursery, parking) 

and the postmark deadline for registering is 

February 12th.  

Circle of Hope  

Back Pack Project 
  

 There are so many school 

children who have little or nothing to eat on 

weekends.  The Circle of Hope, here at Grace, 

started a project in 2016 to prepare back packs of 

food for the children to take home.  The project 

has been both successful and rewarding and if you 

would like to be a part of this project, contact any 

member of Hope Circle.  If you would like to make 

a donation, make your check out to:  Grace UMW, 

Hope Circle and at the bottom of your check be 

sure to write Back Pack Project.  Jeannette 

Galloway, Chairperson, would like to thank you for 

helping with the Back Pack Project. She can be 

reached at 441 – 3743.    



 

Providence Place, PA: Catherine Cooksey 

Heartland Residential: Raye Hellams, 

    Mary Jo Rogers 

Heartland Nursing:  Betty Lidkea  

 

 

   Chancel Choir  
 

Wed.   Feb.   7      7:30 PM 

Wed.   Feb. 14      7:30 PM 

Sun.    Feb. 18      4:00 PM 

Wed.   Feb. 21      7:30 PM 

Sun.    Feb. 25      4:00 PM 

Wed.   Feb. 28      7:30 PM 

 

   Bells of Grace 
 

Sun.   Feb.    4      No Rehearsal 

Sun.   Feb.  11      5:45 PM  

Sun.   Feb.  18      5:45 PM 

Sun.   Feb.  25      5:45 PM 

Because We Care  

  

 1 Susan Dunbar ,  

  Ralph Thompson 
 

 2 Elwood Eason, Tommy Bishop 
 

 3 Pat Scoggins  
 

 4 JoAnne Lipscomb, Pat Owens 
 

 6 Greyson Day, Jeremy King 
 

 9 David Beavans, Joseph Beavans,  

  Todd Brooks 
 

 12 Gage Ham, Hazel Lawson 
  

 15 Tuttie Sheorn  
 

  16 Jacob Arnold, Sissy Matthews 
   

 20 Ben Johnston, Jenny N. Williams,  

  Stewart Wagner 
 

 22 Maurice Cordell 
 

 24 Grayson Fallaw 
 

 26 David Bauknight 
 

 27 Donna Kell 

 

 We are deeply appreciative 

for all the recent newsletter 

submissions.  Please be 

encouraged to continue this trend!  

It takes all of us working together to have the best 

possible newsletter.  Deadline for the March Grace 

Messenger will be February 19th . 

 “May the abundance of the Love of 

Christ fill all the days of your life. Have 

a blessed birthday! On your birthday, we 

pray to Lord Jesus to bless your life 

with lots of good luck prosperity! Your 

birthday is a wonderful day worth 

celebrating, because on that day God 

Almighty gifted you with life.” 
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