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How Far Does Our Love Go? 

L-O-V-E…four letters that suggest much about what which our lives try to 
immolate. Think about it.  We love pizza and pancakes.  We love the Tigers, 
the Gamecocks and the Yellow Jackets.  We love shopping.  We love movies, 
books, games, quilting, fishing, carpentry, sewing, hunting, cooking, and 
baking.  Some may even love running, cutting the grass or cleaning the gutters 
(though I personally have no clue as to how these last three can be the object 
of affection!).  And, of course, we love our family, our friends, our kids, our 
parents, and our God – those who we know love us in return.  All of these are 
epitomized in this short four-lettered word, love, and especially one expression 
of it, the romantic form of love, is celebrated above all others during the month 
of February. 

As we enter the “love month” where we will probably see and hear the word 
“love” even more than the the rest of the year, maybe it is helpful to revisit the 
Christian understanding of love.  After all, as the author of 1 John tells us, 
“God is love,” (1 John 4:16) and the love of God for humanity is the driving 

force for much of God’s action in the world, especially in the person and work of 
Jesus Christ.  It is a love that inspires a loving response from us, and this loving 
response has a particular set of distinctive characteristics.  Paul shares the most 
definitive (though hardly the only) description of this sort of love in 1 Corinthians 13: 
“Love never gives up.  Love cares more for others than for self.  Love doesn’t 
want what it doesn’t have.  Love doesn’t strut, doesn’t have a swelled head, 
doesn’t force itself on others, isn’t always ‘me first,’ doesn’t fly off the handle, 
doesn’t keep score of the sins of others, doesn’t revel when others grovel, 
takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, puts up with anything, trusts God 
always, always looks for the best, never looks back, but keeps going to the 
end.”  (1 Corinthians 13:4-7, The Message) 

This is the love at the heart of God’s being.  This is the love that Christ 
exhibited.  And through the power of the Holy Spirit, it is the love we, as Christ’s 
followers, are called to witness to one another and to the world.  As we approach 
Valentine’s Day, and throughout this month we celebrate love, this is a great time to 
practice a clearer understanding of the standard of love that Paul describes – the love 
of God. The word “Love” appears 551 times in the NIV Bible. That’s nearly twenty 
verses a day we could study in the course of the month.  Could it make a difference in 
who we say we are?  Definitely!  As Paul says, “Love keeps going to the (very) 
end.” (Parenthesis mine)  Looking forward to growing more in love with God and 
each of you every day.  In Christ, Pastor David. 

February  2019 



 
2019 

Altar Flowers  
  

 Please consider placing 
flowers on the altar for morning 
worship in honor or memory of a 
loved one.  This not only helps 

with our church budget but also beautifies our sanctu-
ary.  You may sign up on the calendar located by the 
water fountain in the Education building or by calling the 
church office at 427-1266. 

 Thank you for your help in this ministry. 

     Please put Grace as a priority in your financial 
planning.  Our combined gifts keep the Church’s 
mission alive and growing.  Thank you so 
much!!                               Sincerely, Pastor David 

Stewardship  

Report   2019 
 Mon., Feb. 4,  10:00 AM 
 

 Mon., Feb. 4,  11:00 AM 
 

 No Meeting 
 

UMW General Meeting: “Call To Prayer and 
Self-Denial” 
           Sunday, February 17, 2019                 
          at 12:00 Noon    Catered 
          *Spouses invited 

 

Family Night Supper 

February 27, 2019 
  

        Our February Family Night 

Supper will be on February 27th at 6:00 pm. The Young 

Adults will be hosting. Bring your favorite dish to share 

and enjoy meeting, greeting, and eating! 

 

Young at Heart 
      

     Young at Heart will meet at 

Andy’s on February 13th at Noon. 

Come on and enjoy the fellowship 

and good food!   JoAnne Mason will be doing blood 

pressure checks as usual. You might just get a 

valentine!!  So, Join Us!! 

 
 

“SOUPER” Bowl 

Sunday  

February 3, 2019 
  

     On February 3rd, everyone in 

the congregation is asked to 

bring cans of soup for Grace’s Souper Bowl boxes.  

The soup will be taken to the Duncan Acres UMC 

Food Pantry to be distributed to those in need.  

Also, the ReConnection Youth will be at the 

entrance doors collecting donations for “Meals on 

Wheels”.  Please make checks to GUMC and mark 

for “Souper Bowl”.  Thank you in advance to each of 

you for sharing and caring for the less fortunate 

individuals on “Souper Bowl” Sunday.  

Offering Report as of: 

2019 Budget: 

Needed for 2019 Budget YTD: 

Budget Received YTD: 

Surplus/Deficit YTD: 

Weekly Offering Needed: 

Expenses YTD: 

 

$

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

      January 27, 2019 

400,331.00 

23,096.02 

15,647.93 

-7,448.09 

7,698.67 

 

Church Committee 

Meetings 

 
 

 

 
 

Board of Trustees: Wednesday, 

   February 13, 6:00 PM 

Church Council: Wednesday, 

   February 20, 6:00 PM 



“My experience with Salkehatchie is love. The love for each other, 
the love for God and the love for people that they help. The love 
is there. And that is my experience with Salkehatchie and that is 
how I feel about them. They are all a bunch of angels that work 

together to help those in need.” – Mary, homeowner 
“At Salkehatchie I learned that money and material objects don’t 
matter in life. The things that matter are love, family, friends, and 

one’s relationship with God.”– Camper 
      
     This Summer, June 15-22, 2019, our ReConnection 

Youth plan to attend the Lancaster Camp. They will 

experience eating and sleeping at Base Camp, a worship 

service at the sponsoring Methodist Church, touring sites, 

becoming a site crew worker, and then spending the rest of 

the week devoted to site work where they serve, grow, learn 

and share together. Volunteers start each day onsite at 6am. 

Work varies from house to house, usually: repairing a leaky 

roof, putting up sheetrock, painting both inside and outside 

of the home, replacing broken windows and doors, rebuilding 

porches, rebuilding bathrooms, and digging and stabilizing 

floors and walls. At 5pm site crews pack up and head back 

to base camp for dinner. The rest of the night is set aside for 

worship, fellowship, singing, sharing, and listening to local 

history. There is time spent in reflection each night which is 

an important part of the Salkehatchie experience. At 

10:30pm quiet time begins and at 11pm lights out is strictly 

enforced.  If you wish to make a donation towards the $250 

registration fee per camper, please make your check 

payable to Grace UMC and designate it for “Grace 

Jesus Is My Valentine  
Children's  Poem 

Jesus is my Valentine; 
I talk to Him each day. 

He never, never leaves me; 
and always listens when I pray. 

Yes He is my Valentine; 
there is no love like His. 

He is the heart of all that is; 
for Him I breathe and live. 

He's a Valentine that never lies; 
never hurts or breaks. 

He always has forgiven me; 
for all my past mistakes. 

If you only knew my Valentine; 
You would love Him too. 

For His love is always perfect; 
His love is always true. 

So if your heart is longing; 
for a love that never ends. 

for someone that is faithful; 
you know you can depend. 

call upon my Valentine; 
He'll wash away your sin. 
He will be your Valentine; 

and your dearest, dearest friend. 

 

Lenten Season 

Begins 

 Ash Wednesday, 

March 6th 

 
     Once again, GUMC will be the host for the 

Community Lenten Service and lunch each Wednesday 

from Ash Wednesday, March 6th, through Holy Week, 

Wednesday, April 17th.  Pastors from different 

denominations and churches will deliver the message 

each week.  Tommy Bishop, GUMC organist/choir 

director, has planned special Lenten Season music.  

Each Lenten Service begins at 12 noon.  Lunch will be 

served after the service.  This year, Pastor David will 

begin our series on Ash Wednesday, March 6th. 

Please join fellow church and community members in 

attending these meaningful services in preparation for 

Easter. 

 

.  

http://salkehatchie.org/


 
                                                                                            
        

My alarm went off 
It was Sunday again. 
I was sleepy and tired 

My one day to sleep in. 
But the guilt I would feel 

The rest of the day 
Would have been too much 

So I'd go and I'd pray. 

I showered and shaved 
I adjusted my tie. 
I got there and sat 

In a pew just in time. 
Bowing my head in prayer 

As I closed my eyes. 
I saw the shoe of the man next to me 

Touching my own. I sighed. 
With plenty of room on either side 

I thought, "Why must our soles touch?" 

It bothered me, his shoe touching mine 
But it didn't bother him much. 

A prayer began: "Our Father"… 

I thought, "This man with the shoes has no pride. 
They're dusty, worn, and scratched 

Even worse, there are holes on the side!" 

"Thank You for blessings," the prayer went on. 

The shoe man said 
a quiet "Amen." 

I tried to focus on the prayer 
But my thoughts were on his shoes again. 

Aren't we supposed to look our best 
When walking through that door? 

"Well, this certainly isn't it," I thought, 
Glancing toward the floor. 

Then the prayer was ended 
And the songs of praise began. 

The shoe man was certainly loud 
Sounding proud as he sang. 
His voice lifted the rafters 

His hands were raised high. 
The Lord could surely hear 

The shoe man's voice from the sky. 

It was time for the offering 
And what I threw in was steep. 

I watched as the shoe man reached 
Into his pockets so deep. 

I saw what was pulled out 
What the shoe man put in. 
Then I heard a soft "clink" 

as when silver hits tin. 

The sermon really bored me 
To tears, and that's no lie 

It was the same for the shoe man 
For tears fell from his eyes. 

At the end of the service 
As is the custom here 

We must greet new visitors 
And show them all good cheer. 

But I felt moved somehow 
And wanted to meet the shoe man 

So after the closing prayer 
I reached over and shook his hand. 
He was old and his skin was dark 

And his hair was truly a mess 
But I thanked him for coming 

For being our guest. 

He said, "My names' Charlie 
I'm glad to meet you, my friend." 

There were tears in his eyes 
But he had a large, wide grin 

"Let me explain," he said 
Wiping tears from his eyes. 

"I've been coming here for months 
And you're the first to say 'Hi.'" 

"I know that my appearance 
Is not like all the rest 
"But I really do try 

To always look my best. 
"I always clean and polish my shoes 

Before my very long walk. 
"But by the time I get here 

They're dirty and dusty, like chalk." 

My heart filled with pain 
and I swallowed to hide my tears 

As he continued to apologize 
For daring to sit so near. 

He said, "When I get here 
I know I must look a sight. 

"But I thought if I could touch you 
Then maybe our souls might unite." 

I was silent for a moment 
Knowing whatever was said 
Would pale in comparison 

I spoke from my heart, not my head. 

"Oh, you've touched me," I said, 
"And taught me, in part; 

"That the best of any man 
Is what is found in his heart." 

The rest, I thought, 
This shoe man will never know. 

Like just how thankful I really am 
That his dirty old shoe touched my soul. 

-Author Unknown  

“The Shoe Man”  
 

An Inspirational Christian Story 



 

Sonshiners/MCF 

 
     “Thank You” is extended to those dedicated 
disciple makers who volunteer to teach and provide 
supper for our MCF/Sonshiners. We would like to 
say a special “Thank You” to the Clyburn/Whitener 
Class and Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hart for their 
generous gifts to provide the supper meals for our 
children. We appreciate your thoughtfulness very 
much. We are also grateful to our dedicated 
teachers: Melissa and Stewart Wagner, Dale and 
Larry Goff, and Ashley and Jason Turner who 
prepare wonderful lessons for our Sunday night 
programs. Sally Summers is always willing to teach 
new songs to “sing and ring” as she prepares our 
children to perform during the worship service. 
Parents, please be certain your children from 3K – 
5th grade attend each time and invite friends! The 
Schedule for February is: 

  

Feb. 3 – No meeting - Souper Bowl Sunday 
 

Feb. 10 – Valentine Movie Night and Supper  
  

Feb. 17 – No Meeting. 
  

Feb. 24 – Regular meeting 

Winter Warmth Project 

     Our Winter Warmth Project is now 
complete as Sue Keith and Jane Moore 
delivered the 136 remaining coats to our 
local elementary schools. Grace was so 
blessed to be able to provide this 
ministry due to a wonderful donation of 
NEW children’s coats (mostly girls) from 
First Presbyterian Church in Spartan-

burg after the completion of their annual 
Winter Warmth project in 2014. Thank 

you to Grace volunteers for continuing to reach out to 
each child in Union County in need of a warm coat. Sue 
is exploring ways to continue this project due to the great 
need and appreciation for it over these past four years. 
Thank you, Sue! 

 

Grace UMW News 
    
    On February 17, 2019, 

there will be a UMW General 

Meeting directly after the 

church service.  All UMW 

members are encouraged to 

attend and your spouses or significant others are invited 

to attend, also.  The meal will be catered. Love Songs for 

Valentines Day will be performed by Tommy Bishop, our 

Organist/Choir Director, and Sally Summers, choir 

member. There will be an offering taken for “A Call To 

Prayer and Self-Denial”. Please contact Pat Owens at 

864-426-3126 or the church office if you plan to attend.  

In order to know the amount of food to order, please 

register by February 12.  

      

     Our UMW program has been active for 150 years, 

starting in 1879, and is possibly the oldest active UMW in 

the district. The Grace UMW biography was sent to the 

Spartanburg District Office to be submitted for The Oldest 

Unit In Our District. These biographies will be 

evaluated and the oldest presented at the Annual 

Meeting in Greenville next October. Who knows? We 

may be the unit they celebrate! 
  
     Legislative Advocacy Day is at Epworth Children’s 

Home in Columbia on February 12, 2019.  The theme is 

“Every Child is a Miracle”, Psalm 127:3 “Children are a 

Heritage from the Lord, offspring a reward from Him.” If 

anyone is interested in going, registration forms are in the 

church office and the form and $20 fee needs to be 

postmarked by February 1st. Late registration is available 

at $30. Space, however, is limited to 400 attendees.. 

Circle of Hope  

Back Pack Project 
  

 There are so many school 

children who have little or nothing to eat on 

weekends.  The Circle of Hope started a project in 

2016 to prepare back packs of food for the children 

to take home.  The project has been both successful 

and rewarding. Even the Elks Club has contributed 

monetarily to this ministry. If you would like to be a 

part of this project, contact any member of Hope 

Circle.  If you would like to make a donation, make 

your check out to:  Grace UMW, Hope Circle and at 

the bottom of your check be sure to write Back Pack 

Project.  Jeannette Galloway, Chairperson, would 

like to thank you for helping with the Back Pack 

Project. She can be reached at 864-441-3743.    



 

 
    
 

  

  

    1 Susan Dunbar ,  

  Ralph Thompson 
 

 2 Elwood Eason, Tommy Bishop 
 

 3 Pat Scoggins  
 

 4 JoAnne Lipscomb, Pat Owens 
 

 6 Greyson Day, Jeremy King 
 

 9 David Beavans, Joseph Beavans,  

  Todd Brooks 
 

 12 Gage Ham, Hazel Lawson 
  

 15 Tuttie Sheorn  
 

  16 Jacob Arnold, Sissy Matthews 
   

 20 Ben Johnston, Jenny N. Williams,  

  Stewart Wagner 
 

 22 Maurice Cordell 
 

 24 Grayson Fallaw 
 

 26 David Bauknight 
 

 27 Donna Kell 

 

 

 

February 

     Keep on reading the newslet-

ter for great Grace information! 

Please continue to send in arti-

cles, too! It takes all of us working 

together to have the best possible 

newsletter.  Deadline for the Feb-

ruary Grace Messenger will be                                       

February 20th. 

   Chancel Choir  

 
Wed.   Feb.   6      7:30 PM 

Wed.   Feb. 13      7:30 PM 

Wed.   Feb. 20      7:30 PM 

Wed.   Feb. 27      7:30 PM 

 

Bells of Grace 
 

Sun., Feb.   3 No Rehearsal 

Sun., Feb. 10 5:45 PM 

Sun., Feb. 17 5:45 PM 

Sun., Feb. 24 5:45 PM 

 

Because We Care  
 

Heartland Residential:     Raye Hellams 

              Mary Jo Rogers 

                        Jack and Betty Rash  

             John Flynn                                                      

Ellen Sagar:           Jane and Bernard Bishop 

                                        Kat Willard 

Summit Hills, Sptbg:     Elwood and Barbara Eason 

                                     Dr. Bob Kincheloe 

Home:                           Harold Simmons 

Pacifica Senior Living, Sptbg: Amy Bruce 



 

     I have always loved Grace United Methodist Church, since my parents moved 
back home from Australia and joined the church 20 years ago.  
     I have been living in Australia since 1984, when we moved there to further Dad's 
career in the Textile industry. Mom and Dad moved back in 1998 after retirement 
and I have usually visited mostly every year since that time. During my visits we 
have always attended services at Grace each Sunday. I have now moved to Union 
during the time when Mom was unwell and has since passed away, so I am living 
with Dad to try and spend time with and support him (and give him a hard time, 
sometimes. Ha!) I really love the warm, loving and supportive Grace family and 
have enjoyed being involved in such activities as with my beloved Care Group  
ladies, my gorgeous Lucy Lee Shuler Circle women, preparation for the Lenten ser-

vice luncheons, attending Family Night Suppers and Reconnect Youth and Young At Heart lunches and of 
course, traveling to Israel with Grace in early 2018, which was a lifetime highlight.  
     It has been a big transition from Australia to Union, leaving my home, job, friends and my cat Lola but 
my Grace family has really helped make the move so much easier and has offered so much support to 
Dad and me, during Mom's illness and passing. I look forward to more exciting projects and activities and 
maybe further trips with Grace! Preacher David and Miss Sherry have been very welcoming, loving and 
supportive as have all the members of Grace. I have also developed a special friendship with Miss Barbara 
Rippy, which has been such an incredible and amazing blessing as well. Her passion for God, Grace 
Church and all of her friends/family, the city of Union and Preacher David and Miss Sherry is infectious and 
so incredibly inspiring.   
     I look forward to getting back to Union, gaining further employment, hopefully locally and really growing 
in and being productive within the Grace Church family and community. 

Tina Cordell 

Jacob and Lisa 

Robbins 

Alexa and John 

Robbins 

     The friendly and caring members of Grace United 
Methodist Church is what drew the Robbins family to 
Grace. John Robbins is the Human Resource Man-
ager at Timken while his wife, Lisa, is a retired teach-
er who currently works part time at Buffalo Elemen-
tary School. Their son, 1 Lt. Jacob Robbins, of the U. 
S. Army is currently stationed at Fort Stewart in Sa-
vannah, Georgia. Their daughter, Alexa, is a sopho-
more at Union County High School where she is a 
member of the tennis team and the Junior Civitan 
Club. Grace is delighted to welcome the Robbins 
family into our family once again! 

………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Leroy and Nancy 
Kennedy 

      

     When we retired, Nancy and I moved to Union from Carrollton, Texas to 

help and be with her mother, Nancy Wilburn. After visiting at several church-

es, going on the amazing Israel trip in 2018 with Pastor Bauknight’s group, 

attending Sunday School in the Young Adult Class, and singing in the choir, 

Grace has become part of our family. The members at Grace are warm and 

friendly people and the spirit of the Lord is evident. 



 

Pulpit Exchange 
 

     Grace was delighted to welcome Reverend Mike Scales to 

our pulpit on Sunday, January 27, 2019. His message, entitled 

“When God’s Dream Captures Your Heart,” was enjoyed by 

everyone as well as his wonderful reminder that “God’s not 

through with us yet”! Grace is fortunate to have Fran Love who 

so willingly presided over the service. Thank you also to two of 

our sweet acolytes, Bayla and Cullen Morrow, who were very 

serious about their duties and performed them very well! 

 

Celebrate Recovery Seeks Group Leaders 

     The Union County Council on Ministries (UCCOM) is deeply concerned 

about the various addiction problems impacting our community. Richard 

Lewis, pastor of Wesley Chapel UMC and Lockhart UMC, along with    

UCCOM members, would like to implement Celebrate Recovery which is a 

recovery program aimed at all "hurts, habits, and hang-ups", including but 

not exclusive to: high anxiety; co-dependency; compulsive behaviors; sex 

addiction; financial dysfunction; drug and alcohol addictions; and eating disorders. Celebrate Recovery uses both the 12 

steps developed by Alcoholics Anonymous and a very similar set of eight sequential principles that are understood as a 

lesson of Jesus' Beatitudes. Celebrate Recovery encourages participants to form a small group of "Accountability Part-

ners" who all have the same problem and support one another closely. Celebrate Recovery groups are held under the 

management of local church organizations. A study of Celebrate Recovery participants found that levels of spirituality 

were associated with greater confidence to resist substance use. However, in order to be an effective community out-

reach, disciple makers are needed to undergo the necessary training. Please pray and ask for God’s guidance in 

your decision to be trained to become a group leader. Please consider  the needs of family members, fr iends, or  

acquaintances who may be desperately seeking help. If interested, please contact Karen, Pastor David, or Rev. Richard 

Lewis (864 – 216-3461 or rdlewis@umcsc.org). 

 

 

 
Grace’s 

Beautiful 

Front Doors 

Have Been 

Sanded and 

Stained!  

What an 

Awesome 

Trans- 

Formation! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alcoholics_Anonymous
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beatitudes
mailto:rdlewis@umcsc.org


 

Universal Church Directory 

     We are in the process of creating a new GUMC church directory. The por-

trait dates will be Friday, February 22, and Saturday, February 23, 2019. 

Scheduling on-line is now available. An up-dated schedule sheet will be 

available on Sunday mornings only if you wish to sign up then.  Please plan 

to come and get your picture made. You will receive a free 8 x 10 portrait of 

your choice and have the opportunity to buy extra sizes. Friends and family 

members can also get their portraits made. They need not be a Grace mem-

ber. So, invite them to come. Let’s all get our smiles Ready!! 

Deadline for signing up is February 12th. 
 

Online Scheduling Available! 
 

     To schedule your photography appointment online, simply go to www.ucdir.com, click on Schedule Your 

Photography Session on the right side, enter sc130 in the Church Code field and enter gumc in the 

Church Password field.  Follow the prompts to schedule your family ’s appointment time.  If you have 6 

or more in your family, please use 2 consecutive time slots.  The online scheduling option is available Mon-

day through Friday.  Appointments fill up quickly, so schedule as soon as possible to secure your preferred 

date and time. 

 

Children’s Church Leaders 
 

     What would we do without our Children’s Church Lead-
ers? These disciple makers graciously take one Sunday 
each month to teach a Children’s Church lesson to our 
youngest members. Immediately following the Children’s 
Moments, the younger children are walked to the Education-
al Building for a snack and an appropriate Bible lesson cho-
sen just for them. This enables our parents/grandparents to 
enjoy and focus on the sermon and the remainder of the 
worship service knowing their children are also learning and 
well cared for. Many thanks and much appreciation go to 

Ashley and Jason Turner, Margie Ruff and Karen Hibbard, Jane and Buddy Wilkes, Melissa and Stewart 
Wagner, and Brooke and Brad Valentine. Without your dedication, Children’s Church would not be possible. 
Children’s Church encourages young families to attend our worship services regularly and helps our little 
ones learn that each Sunday is for family and worship.  

http://www.ucdir.com


 

Dear Congregation, 

 Thank you so much for supporting us on Wednesday, January 23, 2019, at our Spaghetti 
Family Night Supper!  We will be using the proceeds to send our youth to Lancaster Salkehatchie 
this summer.  A special thank you to all that participated in making the fundraiser a success.  Thank 
you again for the continued support and love for our growing Youth Program!                                           

         Love, The Reconnection Youth  

 



 

THE GRACE MESSENGER 
Grace United Methodist Church  
201 South. Church Street  
Union, SC   29379   
E-mail: mail@graceunion.org 

 

mailto:mail@graceunion.org

