
Grace United Methodist Church 

Mission: To love God completely and to serve Jesus Christ unselfishly 

P. O. Box 446, Union, South Carolina  29379                          Office: 427-1266 

Rev. David Bauknight., Pastor           Cell Phone:  803-480-2153 

From the Pastor  
Two Major Topics for February – Love and Lent 

 L-O-V-E…four letters that tell a lot about our lives.  We love pizza and pancakes.  We love the Tigers or the 

Gamecocks (or other teams) and we love shopping.  We love movies, books, games, quilting, sewing, cooking, and 

baking.  We may even love running or cutting the grass (though I personally have no clue as to how these last two can be 

the object of affection!).  And, of course, we love our family, our friends, our kids, our parents, our God, and those who 

love us in return.  All of these things are epitomized in this short word, love.  One expression of it, the romantic form of 

love, is celebrated above all others this month. 

 As we enter a month where we will probably see and hear the word “love” even more than the already overused 

vocabulary of love the rest of the year, it is perhaps helpful to revisit the Christian understanding of love.  After all, as the 

author of 1 John 4:16 tells us, “God is love,” and the love of God for humanity is the driving force for much of God’s 

action in the world, especially in the person and work of Jesus Christ.  It is a love that inspires a loving response from us, 

and this loving response has a particular set of distinctive characteristics.  Paul shares the most definitive (though hardly 

the only) description of this sort of love in 1 Corinthians 13: 

 “Love never gives up. Love cares more for others than for self. Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have.  Love 

doesn’t strut, doesn’t have a swelled head, doesn’t force itself on others, isn’t always ‘me first,’ doesn’t fly off the handle, 

doesn’t keep score of the sins of others, doesn’t revel when others grovel, takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, puts up 

with anything, trusts God always, always looks for the best, never looks back, but keeps going to the end.”  (1 Corinthians 

13:4-7, The Message) 

This is the love at the heart of God’s being.  This is the love that Christ exhibited.  And through the power of the Holy 

Spirit, it is the love we, as Christ’s followers, are called to show to one another and to the world.  This Valentine’s Day, 

and throughout this month of celebrating love, let’s strive for the standard of love that Paul describes – the love of God.    

          In Christ, Pastor David. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

What is Lent?  The English word “Lent” stems from the Anglo-Saxon word for “spring,” and is also related to the English 

word “lengthen,” referring to the penitential period preceding Easter.  Early Christians felt that the magnitude of the Easter 

celebration called for special preparation.  As early as the second century, many Christians observed special days of fasting as part 

of that preparation.  Over the next few centuries, perhaps in remembrance of Jesus’ fasting for forty days in the wilderness (Matt.4:1

-2), forty days became the acceptable length of the Lenten Season.  Since, from the earliest years of Christianity, it has been 

considered inappropriate to fast on the day of resurrection, so Sundays were not counted in the forty days.  The Wednesday, 46 days 

before Easter, became known as the beginning of Lent. 

This year Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 10th.   Ash Wednesday, developed as a day of penitence, marks the 

beginning of the forty days in preparation for the joy of Easter.  This was also a new beginning time for renewing our faith.  

On this day, we recall our mortality and wait upon the Lord for a renewing Spirit.  It is a time for putting aside the sins and 

failures of the past in light of who we are yet to become, by the grace of God.  Our worship services and experiences during this 

time are a part of a larger environment of repentance and growth in grace.  We are to be tested by the Spirit so that our participation 

in the meaning of the Easter faith may be authentic and a true, dying and rising with Christ to new life in God. 

Come and see how you can be a part of making disciples of Jesus Christ this Lent.  Beginning Wednesday, Feb. 10 th, we 

have our Community Lenten Worship Services followed by a meal in the Fellowship Hall.  Each week a pastor from the community 

will bring the noon message and a member of their church will share in the special music. We truly look forward to this special 

time.  

Lent is a time to refresh us and sustain us so we may give expression to church commitments through the Easter Season.  I 

pray that this Easter will overflow into our mission to always be in God’s will in the world.   Blessings…Pastor David. 

February  2016 



 
 

No Family Night Supper  
In February/March  

 

 Due to the Noon Lenten 
services and lunches, family night 
suppers will be postponed until after 
Easter.  Watch your newsletter/
bulletins for the next supper which 
will be Wednesday, April 27th at 6:30 
PM. 

 

Offering Report as of                          Jan. 17, 2016 

2016  Budget -                                       $      386,711.00 

Needed for 2015 Budget Y-T-D -            $        29,747.00 

Budget Rec’d Y-T-D -                $        18,315.00 

Surplus/Deficit Y-T-D  -                    $       -11,432.00 

Weekly Offering Needed  -                   $          7,436.75 

Expenses Y-T-D -                                 $     14,681.46 

    

 As we begin this wonderful New Year, please 
put Grace as a priority in your financial 
planning.  Our combined gifts keep the Church’s 
mission alive and growing.  Thank you so much!!  
    Sincerely, Pastor David 

Stewardship  

Report   2016 

    
Circle of Hope:Circle of Hope:Circle of Hope:   
 Monday, Feb. 1st, 10:00am 
  Packie Whitener,  
   hostess 
 

Johnnie Sanders Circle:Johnnie Sanders Circle:Johnnie Sanders Circle:   
 Monday, Feb. 1st, 11:00am 
  Church Parlor 
 

Lucy Lee Shuler Circle:Lucy Lee Shuler Circle:Lucy Lee Shuler Circle:   
 No Meeting in February 
 

GUMCEP News 
 

 GUMCEP will celebrate 
Valentine’s Day on Friday, Feb. 
12th, with parties in each class.  
On February 19th, a Parent’s 
Night Out is planned.  More 
news about this will be 
announced later.  Children 
learning and lots of activities are 
planned and carried out each day.  Come and 
visit us any time.  

 

Get A Cross  
In Your Yard For Lent 

 

 The Methodist Youth 
Fellowship of Grace U.M.C. 
have a special project for the 
Lenten season this year. For a 
$10 donation to the youth group, 
they will install an unfinished 

wooden cross in your yard or for $15 you may 
purchase a stained cross.  About three feet 
tall, the crosses are made from treated wood 
and come complete with purple drape. They 
will be built by MYF members Clint 
Smallwood, Grant Harris, and Grayson Fallaw.  
For information, call Preston Morton, 843-457-
3902. 

Newsletter Deadline 
 

 The Grace 
Messenger is published 
every month and is full of 
interesting and vital 

information for the congregation. If you have 
information you would like included in the 
newsletter, please submit your information print 
ready by the third Wednesday of the month prior to 
publication. IE for the March newsletter the 
deadline will be February 17th.  Thank you in 
advance for your assistance with this deadline. 



Lenten Season Begins  
with  

Ash Wednesday - Feb. 10th 
 

 Grace will again host the Community Lenten Services and 
lunch each Wednesday at noon from Ash Wednesday through Holy 
Week March 23rd.  Pastors from different denominations will bring the 
message each week and our own Tommy Bishop has planned special 
music. This year’s schedule along with the lunch menu is as follows:  

  
Ash Wednesday - Feb. 10  Pastor David - Special Music by Fran and Bob Love and Richard Cobb 
 Lunch - BBQ w/buns, baked beans, coleslaw, potato chips, dessert, tea & coffee 
Feb. 17 - Rev. Keith Morrison, pastor of Cane Creek and 1st Presbyterian Churches - Special music by Ann  
 White & Kathleen Read 
 Lunch – Ham, potato salad, green beans, rolls, dessert, tea & coffee 
Feb. 24 - Fr. Louis Miller, pastor of Episcopal church of the Nativity  - Special Music by Jack Kelly 
 Lunch – Spaghetti casserole, tossed salad, French bread, dessert, tea & coffee 
March 2 - Rev. Merritt Wentz, pastor of Bethel & Duncan Acres United Methodist Churches - Special Music  
 by Ronnie Lybrand 
 Lunch – Chicken casserole, green beans, fruit salad, rolls, dessert, tea & coffee 
Mar. 9 - Fr. Mike McCafferty, pastor of St. Augustine Catholic Church - Special Cantor, Ron Holden 
 Lunch – Marinated chicken breast, potato casserole, broccoli salad, rolls, dessert, tea & coffee 
Mar. 16 - Rev. Kermit Morris, pastor of First Baptist Church - Special Music by Daniel Prince 
 Lunch – pork loin, sweet potatoes, Asian slaw, rolls, dessert, tea & coffee 
Mar. 23 - Rev. A.L. Brackett, pastor of St. Paul Baptist Church - Special Music TBA 
 Lunch – Fried chicken, green beans, macaroni/cheese, biscuits, dessert, tea & coffee 
  
 Please make every attempt to attend these special and meaningful services as we prepare our 
hearts for Easter.  

Now Available:  
Electronic Giving! 

 

 Grace UMC is pleased 
to announce a convenient new 
way to make your regular 
offerings.  With our new 
electronic giving program, you can easily set up a recurring giving schedule or make one-time contributions.  
We encourage you to set up a schedule of recurring contributions. It’s convenient for you and provides much
-needed consistency for our church.  If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to 
write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes.  Even when travel, illness or other circumstances 
prevent you from attending services, our church will continue to receive your contributions on an 
uninterrupted basis.  To become an electronic giver, visit the church office. 

Sonshiners/ MCF/ GYMS and STARS 
 

 Thanks to Pat Owens, Zach Staniewicz, April and John Glenn, Melissa and Stewart Wagner for 
getting our Sunday night program off to such a great start in January.  The schedule for February is:  
 

Feb. 7th - No Meeting (children are asked to bring cans of soup to participate in “Souper” Bowl Sunday) 
Feb. 14th - Movie Night 
Feb. 21st - Kris and Mike Zimmerman 
Feb. 28th - Kris and Mike Zimmerman 



 

Encounter Weekend – Creating Happily Ever After 
 

 Get Connected…To Each Other! On a Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
you can make your good marriage GREAT! Marriage encounter is 44 hours 
where married couples can get away from jobs, kids, chores, in-laws, and 
technology to focus only on each other.   If you’d like greater depth, growth and 
enrichment in your relationship, you’ll love the difference a Marriage Encounter 
Weekend can make!  Join millions of couples worldwide who have learned how 
to keep their marriage vibrant and alive. The next weekend will be held on 
March 4-6, 2016 at the Hyatt Place in Charlotte, North Carolina. You can find 
more information and register online at encounter.org or contact Geoff and 
Francine at 518-281-2274 or email at meumcarolina.org.  In addition there is a 
brochure on the bulletin bar near the Welcome Table. 

Note from the Spartanburg District on Lay Speaking Class: 
 

 Some of the folks in Union County have requested a Basic Lay Servant class, and we are going 
to try to honor their request by offering it along with some stipulations.   We must have at least 8 people 
register that are also willing to prepare some refreshments.  Lunch will be provided.   
 Please let Pastor David know if you are interested in this class.  There are forms on the bulletin bar 
near the Welcome Table which must be completed and returned to Annie Crocker, District Lay Servant 
Director.    
 

(In addition) 
 

There is a Lay Servant Refresher Course - March 12, 2016 @Allen Chapel UMC Time: 8:00 AM to 3:00PM 
Registration Deadline: March 5, 2016 Registration fee: $20.00. 

Registration forms for both these courses are also on the district website at http://spartanburg.umcsc.org/ . 

 

F.L.I.G.H.T. Sunday School is  
“On the Trail” 

 Our F.L.I.G.H.T. Sunday School class is having an “ace-high” 
old time saddling up their horses while duded up in their favorite pair 
of boots as they encounter an old-fashioned cattle drive.  Along with 
Cookie and Tex they’re “a learnin” lessons from a different kind of 
trail, the trail the Israelites left as they got out of Egypt!  To the right, 
meet cowboys Jake Glenn, Mike, Keldin, and Kameron Zimmerman. 
The old cowgirl, Kris, is taking the picture! 

Mark your calendars!  The 2016 Men N Ministry Weekend is set for 

Feb. 19
th
, 20, 21

st
 at Christ UMC, Myrtle Beach, SC.  Bishop Holston has 

issued a challenge to have 1500 in attendance this year.  
Please visit http://www.umcsc.org/home/ministries/discipleship/united-
methodist-men/ for complete information and registration.  In addition, there is 
a brochure on the bulletin bar strip near the Welcome Table.  If you do not 
have internet access, the church staff will be more than happy to help you 
register! 

http://encounter.org
http://spartanburg.umcsc.org/
http://www.umcsc.org/home/ministries/discipleship/united-methodist-men/
http://www.umcsc.org/home/ministries/discipleship/united-methodist-men/


UMW General Meeting Planned 
 

 There will be a UMW General Meeting on Sunday, February 
14th, at 12:00 noon.  All UMW members and their spouses or 
significant others are invited to attend.  We will have a catered meal 
and our guest speaker will be Barbara Holley, Spartanburg District 
UMW President.  She is a very sociable and knowledgeable lady that 
will deliver a very meaningful program.  Please let your circle leader 
know if you plan to attend by February 8th. I anticipate with joy seeing 
all of you at the meeting.                      Sheryl 

 

Spartanburg District UMW Officers Training 
 

 On Saturday, January 9, 2016, at 9:00 a.m., officers within the Spartanburg District United Methodist 
Women came to Grace for a morning of officer's training.  There were between 50-60 women that attended 
from many different churches.  Grace had a number of UMW officers in attendance, also.  Rev. David 
Bauknight gave the opening prayer.  Barbara Holley, District President, and Vickie Haney, District Vice-
President, welcomed all and provided leadership during the training.  Everyone enjoyed a pickup breakfast 
with juice and coffee, then divided into officer groups for training and updates on 2016 events. We are 
grateful for the opportunity to have hosted this event. 
 

Grace UMW Five Star Unit Award Recipient 
 

Grace's United Methodist Women again earned the Five Star Unit Award for our participation in supporting 
the five areas of mission giving for the year 2015.  Those five missions are: Killingsworth Women's Home, 
the Wallace Family Life Center, the Bethlehem Center Spartanburg, the Columbia Bethlehem Community 
Center, and John's Island Rural Life Center.  Thanks to all our UMW members for helping us achieve this 
award.  

Bishop's Barbeque Bash for the Spartanburg District – February 13
th

 
Spartanburg Methodist College Gym from 9:00 - 3:00. 

 

 Calling it the Bishop’s Barbecue Bash, Bishop Jonathan Holston will do much of what he did 
last year with the Bishop’s Road Shows, except instead of spending a Saturday with lay servants 
and lay leaders in all 12 districts, this year, he’ll get to know pastors better. All clergy are also 
encouraged to bring along three to five members of their lay leadership team. 
 “The bishop began the road show in order to get to know the laity in the life of this conference,” 
explained the Rev. Cathy Joens, congregational specialist for the Anderson and Greenville districts. 
“He wanted to spend time with them and get to know them where they were, and it has made a 
huge, huge difference. Now he wants to continue that with the clergy, so what he’s doing now is 
tasting barbecue from all over the state, from Low Country barbecue to mustard-based in the mid-
country and then the upstate barbecue. 
 Conference Lay Leader Barbara Ware said she hopes the district “bashes” will begin to lay 
the groundwork for future discussions between lay and clergy. 
If you are interested in attending, please call Pastor David.   

Box Full of Love 
 

 Medi Home Hospice is seeking community help to fill a “Box Full of Love” 
for their hospice patients and other elderly members of the community. Some pa-
tients are facing long days alone without families and this Valentine gift will remind 
them that they are loved.  Suggested items are stuffed animals, lotions, crossword 
puzzles, socks, cards, etc.  A collection box is located on the Welcome Center Ta-
ble.  For more information, please call 427-8322 



Charles Wesley Quotes 
 

"Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all 
the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can."  
 
"The person who bears and suffers evils with meekness and silence is the sum of a Christian man." 
 
"Catch on fire with enthusiasm and people will come for miles to watch you burn."  

 

Chancel Choir 
Rehearsals 

 

Wed. Feb.    3th  7:30pm 
Wed. Feb.  10th  7:30pm  
Wed. Feb.  17th  7:30pm 
Wed. Feb.  24th  7:30pm  

 
 
 

 

Bells of Grace 
Rehearsals 

 

 Sun., Feb. 21st 5:45  
 Sun. Feb. 28th 5:45 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Beginning on February 2nd MYF will be hosting a monthly “After school Bible Study” at local 
restaurants. We will be meeting at Hardees on the 2nd and 9th right after school and our topic will be God and 
Love. Please let me know if you are interested in joining this bible study.  
 There will be a Youth Volunteer meeting on February 4

th
 at 6pm in The Connection where we will be 

discussing recruitment of volunteers, youth events, and upcoming fundraisers. We encourage parents and 
all registered Safe Sanctuary approved members to attend.  
 Due to safety concerns, the youth lock-in scheduled for February 5th has been canceled. There is an 
alternative plan in the works so please stay tuned for details. Preston will notify youth and parents of the final 
plan. 
 Lenten Season Crosses are still available for purchase, the price is $10 for an unstained wooden 
cross or $15 for a stained wooden cross *both come with a purple drape. This fundraiser will help pay for our 
youth to attend a Salkehatchie camp this upcoming summer.  
February 7th is Super Bowl Sunday and we will be holding a Souper Bowl Offering for Meals on Wheels. This 
is a great opportunity to support a local ministry. 
 Do you like listening to David Crowder, For King and Country, and Matthew West?  Then you will 
want to join us as we go to Winter Jam ’16 in Greenville SC on Feb. 12th . The doors open at 6pm so the 
church bus will leave at 4pm. The price is $10 and does not include food.   We will stop for a meal on the 
way up.  
 February 26th through the 28th  the youth will travel to Asbury Hills for their “Hands and Feet” service 
project.   We will help clean and prepare walking trails, stain porches, and help prepare for the upcoming 
summer. This will be our first time going to Asbury Hills and expect it will not be our last. The cost is $40 per 
person.  The deadline to register is Feb. 10th.  

Mark Your Calendars 
Now! 

 
Chancel Choir   

to Present  
Easter Cantata 

 

 The Easter Cantata 
“Christ Arose” will be presented 
by the Chancel Choir on Palm 
Sunday, March 20th.  Be sure to invite your family 
and friends for this special Easter Exaltation! 



Providence Place, PA: Catherine Cooksey 

Savannah Grace-Palms,  

     of Mt. Pleasant, SC:     Judith Eversman 

Heartland Residential: Raye Hellams, 

    Betty Lidkea,  

    Mary Jo Rogers 

Heartland Nursing:   Ruth Gregory, Lib Ruff 

    JoAnn Cordell 

Cheraw:   Bill McCall 

Because We Care  
February    

  1  Susan Dunbar, 

  Ralph Thompson  

 2 Elwood Eason; 

  Tommy Bishop 

  3 Pat Scoggins 

 4 JoAnne Lipscomb, Pat Owens 

 6 Greyson Day, Jeremy King 

 9 David & Joseph Beavans,  

  Todd Brooks, Bill McCall 

 11 Anita Maness  

 12 Gage Ham, Hazel Lawson 

  15 Tuttie Sheorn 

  16 Jacob Arnold, Sissy Matthews 

 20 Ben Johnston, Stewart Wagner 

  Jenny Williams 

 22 Maurice Cordell  

 24 Grayson Fallaw 

 26 David Bauknight 

 27 Donna Kell   

 

Young At Heart 
In February/March  

 
 

 Due to the Noon Lenten 
services and lunches, Young at 
Heart lunches will be postponed 

until after Easter.  Watch your newsletter/bulletins for 
the next lunch which will be Wednesday, April 13th at 
12 noon. 

 O God, our times are in Your hand: 
Look with favor, we pray, on Your 
servants  who have birthdays this month 
as they begin another year. Grant 
that they may grow in wisdom and grace, 
and strengthen their trust in Your 
goodness all the days of their life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Older Adult Retreat 
Springmaid Beach Resort  

 

When: Tue. February 2, 2016, 12pm – Fri, February 5, 
2016, 12pm 
 

Where: Doubletree, 3200 South Ocean Blvd., Myrtle 
Beach, SC 29577 
 

Description: Doubletree Resort 3200 South Ocean 
Blvd. Myrtle Beach, SC 29577  
 

            Telephone number @ resort is (866)764-8501. 
  

            Contact number @ the conference center is 
(803) 786-9486 ext. 317, Doris Seals. 

Bereavement Classes Offered 
 

 Anyone who has lost a loved one knows it can be a very difficult time for family members and 
sometimes we need guidance.  Medi Home Hospice will be sponsoring bereavement classes at their office—
720 Duncan By-Pass, suite C (Top floor of Austin Rehab) beginning February 1st at 5:30 PM.  The meetings 
will be the first Monday of every month.  The classes will be facilitated by Rev. Richard Brown, Chaplin and 
Kanisha Benjamin, social worker.  For more information, please call 426-7784. 

“Souper” Bowl  
Sunday  

 

 February 7th  the youth 
will be collecting donations for 
“Meals on Wheels”.  Please 
make your checks to Grace and 
mark for “Souper Bowl”.  Thanks 
in advance for remembering the 
less fortunate. 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How to Reach New People Workshop  

Friday, February 26, 6-9 p.m.  

Saturday, February 27, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.  

Shandon UMC, 3407 Devine St., Columbia, SC  

$20 per person, meals included  

This workshop, led by the Rev. Kim Griffith, United Methodist Pastor, 

New Church Planter, and Coach at Griffith Coaching, is designed for 

pastors and lay persons to attend together. We strongly recommend 

that no team come unless pastor and laity are both included on the 

team.  

Topics include:  

The strategic differences between 1955 and today  

Re-introducing your church to the community  

The pastor’s and congregation’s role in reaching new people  

Networking ideas and techniques  

Each team will develop an action plan to take home  

Register online by February 19 @ www.umcsc.org  

“This was one of the best investments of my time and financial resources in my 34 years in ministry” 

Rev. Patti Parrish, Charleston District Superintendent  



 

THE GRACE MESSENGER 

Grace United Methodist Church  
201 South. Church Street  
Union, SC   29379   
E-mail: mail@graceunion.org 
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