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From the Pastor  

 Staying Spiritual during the Holidays 
 

“And you will have joy and gladness and many will rejoice at His birth.” (Luke 1:14) 
 

 If the holidays are about our faith, family and food feasts, then why do we 

struggle the most with staying spiritual during these times?  Shouldn’t these times 

bring us peace on earth, joy to the world and good will to all people?  The reality for 

many of us is that we become emotionally stressed out, financially maxed out, and 

physically burned out trying to keep it all together. The day to day stresses affect our 

faith as we start questioning God, “Are You hearing me?” and “Why won’t You help 

me?”  Like Eve in the garden, we question God’s goodness and His basic command.  

Eve exchanged the peace of God for a piece of fruit, but we exchange His presence for 

presents.  The serpent tempted Eve to compromise, and we know that Jesus called him 

a murderer from the beginning.  He is still up to the same old tricks, and we are 

allowing the enemy to have too much influence in many aspects of our lives.  He kills 

our dreams, steals our peace, and destroys our hope for the future.  Jesus came to earth 

to reverse the process of death, and yet our undisciplined lifestyle of choosing not to 

obey can lead to negative consequences in our lives. 

  To stay spiritually minded during the holidays, we need to keep our eyes 

focused on the Lord and include Him in all our thoughts.  Instead of talking to 

ourselves, we need to start talking to Him, and then give Him the time to talk back as we 

listen.  The enemy will use every scheme he can against us to distract us from maintaining a 

walk with the Lord.  It has been said, “If the devil cannot make you bad, he will make you 

busy.”  To combat the temptations to over commit in our time and finances, we must stay in 

the Word of God to renew our minds and to surrender to His will over our natural-born 

desires.  Through the Holy Spirit, we can overcome and live a life pleasing to God that brings 

peace in the midst of chaos. 

 Joy to the world begins with each of us individually.  Joy cannot come without the 

conscious awareness of the Lord’s promised presence wherever we go and whatever we do.  

By submitting ourselves to think about God in the daily routines of life, we give the Lord the 

ability to move through our actions.  Only then can we truly maintain the Spirit of Christmas 

and sing the song, “Joy to the World, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; Let every 

heart prepare Him room, And Heaven and nature sing, And Heaven and nature sing, And 

Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing.”…Pastor David. 

December  2015 



 

Secret Santa  
Update 

 

 Secret Santa has 294 
children this year and around 
69 still need sponsors. If you 
have not already sponsored a 
child, please consider this 
worthy cause by calling Brooke Valentine at 426-
2776 or emailing: 
graceumc_secretsanta@hotmail.com.    
  Important dates: 
 Nov. 30 - Dec 4 & Dec 7– 12: 
 Gift Drop Off: : 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 Parlor Sitters Needed: Mon-Thurs 9:00-5:00 
 Fridays 1:00-5:00 
 Gift Movers Needed :  Mon – Fri 5:00-6:00 
 Dec. 13 - Secret Santa Sunday - Members  
  move gifts to sanctuary pews.   
 Dec. 13 - Class Luncheon - Members are  
  asked to contact Brooke or Sheryl if you  
  plan to attend.    
 Dec. 15 - Gift give out day  

 
 

 The Altar Guild wishes to thank 
each member of Grace Church who 
has so graciously placed flowers in the 
church this year to honor or 
memorialize a loved one.  Your 
generosity has certainly been a 
blessing to our church and has 
glorified the Lord with your gift of love 
and beauty. 

 Also, as the 2015 year winds down, the Altar 
Guild is interested in recruiting some new and vibrant 
volunteers to its ministry.  If you would be interested in 
donating  your time and service to this important mission, 
please contact  Freada Jackson by calling 426-3644.   

 

Offering Report as of                          Nov.22,  2015 

2015  Budget -                                       $       383,334.34 

Needed for 2015 Budget Y-T-D -            $      338,899.62 

Budget Rec’d Y-T-D -                $      322,036.19 

Surplus/Deficit Y-T-D  -                    $       -16,863.43 

Weekly Offering Needed  -                   $          7,443.75 

Expenses Y-T-D -                                 $   331,797.62 
  

 Greetings sisters and brothers!  We’re 
beginning December  and I urge each of us to 
consider our part in Grace’s budgetary needs.  
Pray about making an additional gift to ensure the 
continuation of our various ministries.        

    Sincerely, Pastor David 

Stewardship  

Report   2015 

    
Circle of Hope:Circle of Hope:Circle of Hope:   
 Monday, Dec. 7th, 10:00am 
  Doris Russell, hostess  
 

Johnnie Sanders Circle:Johnnie Sanders Circle:Johnnie Sanders Circle:   
 Monday, Dec. 7th, 10:00am 
  Church Parlor 
 

Lucy Lee Shuler Circle:Lucy Lee Shuler Circle:Lucy Lee Shuler Circle:   
 No Meeting 

 

GUMCEP News 
 

 Be sure to join us for the annual 
GUMCEP Christmas program on 
Thursday, Dec. 17th at 6:00 PM.  The 
children have been working very 

diligently on their songs for the performance.  On 
Dec. 18th, the children will have parties in their 
classrooms.  GUMCEP will be closed Dec. 21—25 
and on Friday, January 1, 2016.  The children and 
staff would like to wish everyone a very Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year! 

 



Ummm! We can just taste our UMW’s wonderful cookies!  We are 

definitely looking forward to the UMW’s delicious Christmas cookies and hot chocolate 
served on December 6th as refreshments after the Children’s Christmas Play.  We are 
asking that the cookies be brought to the church by 12pm on that day.  Thank you 
UMWs for using your gifts to help celebrate the Christmas Season with our church 
family!  You do so much for all of us! 

 

Silhouette Children’s Christmas Play on the Horizon 
 

 Our very talented and busy Children’s Ministry Team is planning a 
“Silhouette Christmas Play” for us on December 6th at 6pm. Please come and 
support our wonderful Grace kids as they help to refocus our attention on the birth 
of Jesus.  This evening promises to honor the most cherished gift ever given 
through the theatrics of children.  We hope you can join us!  You will certainly be 
blessed! 

  
 
 

Join us for our traditional candle light and 
communion service on  

Thursday, December 24 at 7:00 PM.   

 

Singing Around the Christmas Tree 
 

 It’s nearly time for one of the highlights of the Christmas season!  On Sunday, 
December 6th at 5:30pm, Grace’s own accomplished group, Gospel Grass, will lead us 
in singing Christmas carols around the Christmas tree.  As we open this season with 
love, joy, peace on earth, and goodwill from God toward men, let us take this time to lift 
our hearts heavenward with songs of praise and gratitude. Thanks “Gospel Grass” for 
pointing us toward Him by continuing to share your wonderful gifts! 

Children’s Ministry  
Volunteers Needed!!! 

 

 Take one moment and imagine Grace without children!  Grace’s children 
are the future of our church!  Please prayerfully consider investing in Grace’s future 
by volunteering for our Children’s Ministry Teams.  Help is needed in Children’s 
Church, MCF/Sonshiners, Gyms/Stars, VBS and more.  It takes everyone, not just 
the parents of children, to have a vital Children’s Ministry!  Please contact the 
church office today to determine your roll in Grace’s future. 



A Child’s Heart for Christ 
 

     The following 2nd grade assignment indicates why what we do as Christian parents and a church is so 
important.  In contrast with all the world events that are playing out in front of our eyes daily in the news, 
take a look and what little Sarah Page Glen wrote when asked to write about her hero.  Sarah Page has 
made us realize that her family and her church family are doing something right.  Let us not grow weary in 
our mission to teach children.  It is more important now than ever, and it takes all of us.  Thanks you 
Sarah Page for giving us this incredible reminder! 

 



 Christmas 
Cantata - Dec. 6th 
 

 The Chancel Choir will 
present the Christmas Cantata 
“Carols and Classics” created 
by Tom Fettke during the 
11:00am worship service on 
Sunday, December 6th.  Mark 
your calendars now and make 
plans to invite your family and 
friends for this special 
celebration of Christmas music 
with narration! 

 

Chancel Choir 
Rehearsals 

 

Wed. Dec.  2nd  7:30pm 
Sun.  Dec.  6th    9:00am  
 Cantata at 11 am 
Wed. Dec.  9th   6:30pm  
 Christmas Party @ Cunningham's 
Wed. Dec. 16th   7:30pm 
Wed. Dec. 23 & 30 No Rehearsal  

 
 

Bells of Grace 
Rehearsals 
 

Sun. Dec.  13th
  

5:45pm 
Sun. Dec. 20th 9:30am 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 The youth have been doing some awesome things this past month! They have prepared Health Kits 
for flood victims here in South Carolina, they have been raking leaves for members of Grace, and have 
entered a Gingerbread house competition at the Episcopal Church of the Nativity where they won first place 
in the youth category.   
 Other service and activity dates include: 
 December 6th the Connection will be setting up and taking down the chairs for Singing Around the  
  Christmas Tree starting at 4:45pm. 
 December 20th at 5pm the Connection will be boxing food for White Christmas. 
 No youth on December 23rd through January 3rd enjoy your Christmas break! 
 January 8th-10th the Connection will be going on their ski trip to Lake Junaluska. The cost will be  
  $149.50 per person with four people to each room. Due to room occupancy of 4 people, we 
  are only allowing up to 12 people to go. 
 January 29th-31st the Connection will be going to Revolution in Columbia, SC to experience worship  
  and service with other United Methodist Youth groups from all over South Carolina! The Cost  
  for this is just $55 a person. Last day to sign up is January 13

th
. 

  

 

New Bible Study to Begin in the New Year  
 

 A new Bible study, open to all, will begin on Wednesday, Jan. 13, 10:30 
a.m., in the Clyburn-Whitener Class, and will be led by Fran Love. The book 
"Sitting at the Feet of Rabbi Jesus; How the Jewishness of Jesus Can Transform 
Your Faith", written by Ann Spangler and Lois Tverberg, will lead us to explore 
the culture and customs of first-century Jews, enriching our understanding of the 
Bible and of Jesus. It's not necessary to purchase the book, but it is available 
through Christian Supply, Amazon, and Cokesbury for $16.00. If anyone would 
like to have the book, please let Caroline or Fran know by Jan.15th.  



14 Educational Benefits Of Children’s Ministry 
 

1. It accommodates the unique educational needs of children. We all 
 know that children learn differently than adults. Targeted teaching for 
 kids helps accommodate these differences. 

 
2.   It allows teachers to target multiple intelligences in their teaching.  
  New research in education points to various types of intellect. Typical children’s ministry  curriculum 
   already addresses these different learning needs. 
 
3. It allows for age-graded instruction. A tried and true way to promote learning is to teach on  

 different maturity levels. Children’s ministry programs (like VBS and Sunday school) have  
 been doing this for years. 

 
4. It allows children to memorize large portions of scripture. A major focus for most children’s  

 ministry programs is Bible memorization. Concentrated efforts in this area while kids are   
 young can yield lifelong benefits. 

 
5. It provides systematic Bible instruction. Sunday school publishers change their lessons according 

 to a defined scope and sequence. This assures that kids get a broad introduction to the Bible  
 and its major teachings. 

 
6. It allows learning to worship in a group through singing. Kids who learn to worship in groups of  

 other children, using simple worship songs, are better prepared to participate in    
 congregational singing. 

 
7. It allows children to learn how to read scripture in public. Having kids read scripture in Sunday 

 school and children’s church, helps them learn to read the Bible aloud. 
 
8. It helps kids learn to pray aloud in public. The same is true for praying in public. This is a much less 

 intimidating process in a small group, such as Sunday school. 
 
9. It provides a context for children to learn how to respect their elders. This habit is also best learn-

 by-doing. Children’s ministry is an excellent format to teach kids how to interact with and to respect 
 older people. 

 
10. It increases the total amount of instruction time children will get in the Bible. Promote biblical 

 literacy by teaching the Bible. Even children who read their Bibles at home will benefit from this 
 extra learning time. 

 
11. It promotes the use of music as a learning tool. One of the easiest ways to learn is through music. 

 Most children’s ministry curriculum provide music designed for worship as well as teaching. 
 
12. It provides a context for children to learn to do peer-to-peer evangelism. When kids invite other 

 kids to church, they take the first steps to witnessing to their friends. Children’s ministry helps make 
 that happen by encouraging kids to share Jesus. 

 
13. It provides opportunities to re-teach the Gospel in every developmental stage. Often a child’s 

 response (or lack of response) to the Gospel is hidden by their immaturity. The best way to 
 overcome this concern is to continue to reinforce the plan of salvation as they mature. 

 
14. It helps maximize spiritual development at every developmental stage. The principle is true for  their 
 spiritual development after they are converted. 



 

Oct. 29
th

 Email to our own Tommy Bishop from Larry Smith, 
Retired Organ Professor from Indiana University. 

 

 Thanks for your playing this past Sunday. You know I've been around the track many more years 
than you, and have had so many "unfortunate" experiences in my years caused by organists who don't 
seem to understand such basic things as hymn playing, or whatever. 
 But I'll tell you that you have learned to find tempi that allow folks to sing without becoming 
breathless (too fast) or strangle from lack of air (too slow). Add to that your acknowledgment of text/music 
phrasing that has to vary according to stanza, and one experiences a joy for singing the 
hymns! So thanks for that! 
 You surely know that Caroline's family has many ties to Grace church. When John T was there so 
many years ago, ill with yet another heart episode, I played a few Sundays in his absence. I always enjoyed 
that smaller organ and thought it was well designed and quite effective in its space. Now you are 
going to make it even better! Good for you. It was also nice to see the choir loft full of those who obviously 
appreciate your efforts and talent. 
 Thanks again for sharing with all of us.     Larry 
 
Tommy’s Reply: 
 
Larry, 
 Thank you so much for your email! 2016 will mark my 40th year as a church organist, and your 
compliments really mean so much to me coming from someone with your credentials as a retired organ 
professor from Indiana University!! I respect you and Caroline and your music careers, and it was so 
meaningful having both of you present and participating in our Homecoming!  I can't help but think of John T. 
every time that I play that organ, and I feel blessed to be at Grace now.  I will share the pics with you of the 
additions that we are planning to make to the Casavant soon.  Thanks again to both you and Caroline for 
being present and sharing in such a special time with us in Grace's history! 
 
Tommy 

 
 

Union Cancer Service  
 

 Union Cancer Service provides needed items to cancer 
patients in Union County to include: incontinent supplies, hair prostheses, liquid nutrition supplements, 
bedside commodes, walkers, and wheelchairs.  Also, gas costs can be assisted if the patient makes five or 
more trips to doctors or treatment centers out of the county.  All these services are provided at no cost to the 
patient and is a true blessing to those in need.  The majority of the funding comes from United Way of the 
Piedmont and private donations, but we need your continued support to be able to provide these services. 
As you make plans for your annual donations, please consider this agency.  All donations remain local.  All 
our staff are volunteers.  
 Union Cancer Service has moved to the Non-Profit Center at the Health Dept. at 115 Thomas Street.  
Hours of operation are Tuesday - Thursday from 11:30 am until 1:30 pm. 

Loyalty Sunday 
 

 Loyalty Sunday on November 15th was an outstanding day for worship!  Afterward, we enjoyed a 
delicious meal catered by Midway.  Everyone did an outstanding job preparing for this event. Those of us 
who were recipients of your acts of service were extremely blessed.  Thank you very much for what you 
have done in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ!!   Pastor David. 



Providence Place, PA: Catherine Cooksey 

Savannah Grace-Palms,  

     of Mt. Pleasant, SC:     Judith Eversman 

Easley, SC:   Eleanor Hawkins 

Heartland Residential: Raye Hellams, 

    Betty Lidkea,  

    Mary Jo Rogers 

Heartland Nursing:   Ruth Gregory, Lib Ruff 

Heartland Rehab:  Virginia Walker 

Cheraw:   Bill McCall 

Because We Care  
 

 

December   

  3  Melodi Gault  

 4 Mike Zimmerman  

  9 Ralph Greer 

 10 Harriett Berry, 

  Sue Keith 

 12 Mallory McGee 

 13 Nell Hart, Lib Ruff 

 14 Audrey Ham, Toccoa Switzer,  

  Jan Thompson 

 15 Will Balkum, Judith Eversman,  

  Lisbeth Kelly 

  17 Mary James, Jack Rash,  

  Destiney Vanderford 

 18 Anne Hames 

 19 Kathy Arnold 

 20  Reagan Turner 

 21 Tommy Lawson, Paul Wilkes, IV 

 25 Allie Owens, Doris Russell,  

  Sharrie Wallace  

 27 Amber Ivey 

 29 Jennings King 

 31 Cooper Turner, Missy Wilkes 

  

White Christmas 2015 
 

 Our White Christmas project is well underway, and boxes have been placed 
throughout the church to collect non-perishable food items to be added to 30 food 
baskets that will be distributed to the needy on December 22nd. You may also 
choose to make a monetary donation to the White Christmas Food Basket Fund 
with a check placed in the collection plate made out to Grace United Methodist 

Church with “White Christmas Food Basket Fund” written on the ‘For’ line. We know our less fortunate 
neighbors will be blessed by our generosity.  

 

 

Young At Heart 
 

 Please mark your calendars 
for Wednesday, Dec. 9th and  join 
us at Andy’s for good food and 
fellowship.   

 O God, our times are in your hand: 
Look with favor, we pray, on your 
servants  who have birthdays this month 
as they begin another year. Grant 
that they may grow in wisdom and grace, 
and strengthen their trust in your goodness 
all the days of their life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  



 

THE GRACE MESSENGER 

Grace United Methodist Church  
201 South. Church Street  
Union, SC   29379   
E-mail: mail@graceunion.org 

Lake Junaluska Concert Series 
APPALACHIAN CHRISTMAS  

Handel's Messiah 
Lake Junaluska Singers 

Friday, December 11 
7:30 pm, Stuart Auditorium 

 

The Cockman Family in Concert 
Saturday, December 12 

2:00 pm, Stuart Auditorium 
 

Lake Junaluska Singers Christmas Concert 
Saturday, December 12 

7:30 pm, Stuart Auditorium 

Book the Appalachian Christmas Package 
(includes concert tickets, lodging, and meals) 

 

For costs and more information visit:  
http://www.lakejunaluska.com/events/singers/concert_tickets/ 

 

Questions? Call  800-222-4930 

mailto:mail@graceunion.org
http://www.itickets.com/events/340571.html
http://www.itickets.com/events/340571.html
http://www.itickets.com/events/340572.html
http://www.itickets.com/events/340573.html
http://www.lakejunaluska.com/specials_packages/holiday_packages/christmas/

