
  

  

 
Advent/Christmas Message 

 
“...for to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 

Lord.” (Luke 2:11). 
 

     With these words the angel announced to the shepherds the good news of the long-
awaited Messiah’s arrival.  This season is a time to reflect upon the great love our 
heavenly Father has for us.  He saw fit to send us His only Son to be born into this world 
and then Jesus was sacrificed for our sins.  There is no greater gift than the gift of God’s 
only child.  Jesus’ birth is a true celebration of the infinite love of our heavenly Father. 

     The materialism that accompanies Christmas can make it challenging to keep our families focused on 
remembering the ‘reason for the season’.  It takes forethought and planning to preserve the meaning of Christmas.  
Consider these thoughts as we begin a new tradition.  We can easily do this with our families.  If we live alone, we 
can invite a few of our friends over.  This would be a great way to let our light shine, allowing our witness and the 
spirit of Christmas to touch others as a reminder of God’s unconditional love.  Consider these ideas on how to keep 
the spirit of Christmas alive for our families and friends.   
     1. Decorate the Christmas tree together, but prior to putting on the star (or angel) and lighting the tree have a ‘tree 
dedication’ service.  We can light candles and share a simple prayer such as, “This tree is a blessing to our home.  It 
reminds us of all the beautiful things You have created.  Let it, Lord, remind us of the Tree of Life You placed in the 
Garden of Eden, and of the tree that You made into the new Tree of Life, the cross of Christ.”  Then read Titus 3:4-8.   
4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of any works 
of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the 
Holy Spirit. 6 This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been 
justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 8 The saying is sure. I desire 
that you insist on these things, so that those who have come to believe in God may be careful to devote themselves 
to good works; these things are excellent and profitable to everyone. 
     2. Have a Christmas Manger.  We can take time to draw & color the manger and its’ contents with our children & 
friends.  Then put the wise men across the room a week before Christmas and have them gradually approach the 
manger arriving on Christmas day.  On Christmas Eve we can put Mary and Joseph in the manger and put the Jesus 
figure in the manger on Christmas day (as opposed to having him there days or weeks before).  
     3. Before opening gifts on Christmas morning read the birth narrative (Luke chapter 2).  Pairing a reading of the 
arrival of God’s gift with the receiving of other Christmas gifts helps all of us remember that gift giving is done to 
imitate what our heavenly Father gave us on Christmas day.  Pause to recognize the special gifts God has brought to 
your family and you this year, and to recognize the special gifts each person brings to the family.  And be sure to 
thank God for giving Jesus, the greatest Gift, on the first Christmas Day. 
     4. Read the birth narrative just prior to Christmas dinner.  At the moment of the announcement of Jesus’ birth light 
a special ‘Christ candle’ in the center of the Christmas dinner table. 
     5. Attend Advent and Christmas Services at church and ask if you can assist in any way.  (Wow!  What a novel 
idea!) 
     6. Give a gift to the church.  We all know that Christmas is Jesus’ birthday.  When someone goes to a birthday 
party, they bring a gift.  This year what a great time to bring a gift for the church in honor of Jesus’ birthday. 
     Our dearest friends, we pray that your Christmas be filled with the joy that is ours in the birth of our Savior.  Let’s 
stay focused on ‘the real reason for this most special season.  Merry Christmas and blessings to all!   
                                                                                                                          Pastor David & Sherry 

Grace United Methodist Church 

Mission: To love God completely and to serve Jesus Christ unselfishly 

201 S. Church Street, Union, South Carolina  29379                      Office: 427-1266 

Rev. David Bauknight, Pastor                                                                                     Cell Phone:  803-480-2153 



 

 

 

Offering Report as of:                                   Nov. 24, 2019 

2019 Budget:                                       $       400,331.00 

Needed for 2019 Budget YTD:       $       361,837.63 

Budget Rec’d YTD:                $       304,857.56 

Surplus/Deficit YTD:                    $        -56,980.07 

Weekly Offering Needed:                   $           7,698.67   

    
     Please put Grace as a priority in your financial 
planning.  Our combined gifts keep the Church’s 
mission alive and growing.  Thank you so much!!  
    Sincerely, Pastor David 

 10:00 AM Dec. 9, 2019  

                                    At Doris Russell’s Home 
  

   No Meeting on Dec.  9, 2019 
                                                                         

 No Meeting in December 

 

 

 

 

     

Dear Grace Members, 

 

     Thank you so much for the reception that was prepared 

and given for our family and friends after the death of Betty 

Rash. It was beautifully done and meant so much to us. 

     Thank you all for your love and prayers. 

                                        

 Jack Rash 

Jack and Terri Rash 

Nancy R. and Bill Comer 

Becky R. and Tommy Grant 

And Families 
      

 

MCF/Sonshiners: 

Let’s Celebrate Christmas! 
 

     Our 2019 MCF/Sonshiner’s meetings will end with 

a Christmas celebration on Sunday, December 15, at 

5:00 pm. We plan to have popcorn, drinks, and a 

Christmas movie followed by a Christmas celebration 

in the Fellowship Hall. Thank you to Melissa and 

Stewart Wagner, Larry and Dale Goff, Ashley and 

Jason Turner, Sally Summers, Margie Ruff, and 

Karen Hibbard for providing supper and/or teaching 

lessons this semester. We will resume our meetings 

in January, 2020. We would love to have more 

volunteers to provide supper and to teach a lesson. 

Please contact Karen, Margie, or the church office if 

you would be willing to be a disciple maker for our 

children. Thank You! 

 

Stewardship Report 

November 2019 

 

NO Young at Heart 
In December 

  Due to the Holidays  

NO Family Night Supper 

in December  

Due to the holidays 

 

 

There will be NO Sunday 

School before the Worship 

Service on December 22rd. 

Hallelujah! 

 



 

      I was just about thought out, when I suddenly thought of Bobbie Decker. He was a kid with bad breath and 
messy hair, and he sat right behind me in Mrs. Pollock's grade-two class. Bobbie Decker didn't have a coat. I knew 
that because he never went out for recess during the winter. His mother always wrote a note, telling the teacher 
that he had a cough; but all we kids knew that Bobbie Decker didn't have a cough, and he didn't have a coat. 
 

     I fingered the ten-dollar bill with growing excitement. I would buy Bobbie Decker a coat. I settled on a red cordu-
roy one that had a hood to it. It looked real warm, and he would like that. I didn't see a price tag, but ten dollars 
ought to buy anything. I put the coat and my ten-dollar bill on the counter and pushed them toward the lady behind 
it. 
 

     She looked at the coat, the money, and me. "Is this a Christmas present for someone?" she asked kindly. "Yes," 
I replied shyly. "It's ... for Bobbie. He's in my class, and he doesn't have a coat." The nice lady smiled at me. I didn't 
get any change, but she put the coat in a bag and wished me a Merry Christmas. 
 

     That evening, Grandma helped me wrap the coat in Christmas paper and ribbons, and write, "To Bobbie, From 
Santa Claus" on it ... Grandma said that Santa always insisted on secrecy. 
 
 

     Then she drove me over to Bobbie Decker's house, explaining as we went that I was now and forever officially 
one of Santa's helpers. Grandma parked down the street from Bobbie's house, and she and I crept noiselessly and 
hid in the bushes by his front walk. 
 

     Suddenly, Grandma gave me a nudge. "All right, Santa Claus," she whispered, "get going." 
I took a deep breath, dashed for his front door, threw the present down on his step, pounded his doorbell twice and 
flew back to the safety of the bushes and Grandma. Together we waited breathlessly in the darkness for the front 
door to open. Finally it did, and there stood Bobbie. He looked down, looked around, picked up his present, took it 
inside and closed the door. 
 

     Forty years haven't dimmed the thrill of those moments spent shivering, beside my grandma, in Bobbie Decker's 
bushes. That night, I realized that those awful rumors about Santa Claus were just what Grandma said they were: 
Ridiculous! 
 

     Santa was alive and well ... AND WE WERE ON HIS TEAM! 

On Santa's Team 

By Carol Laycock 

     My grandma taught me everything about Christmas. I was just a kid. 
I remember tearing across town on my bike to visit her on the day my 
big sister dropped the bomb: "There is no Santa Claus," jeered my sis-
ter. "Even dummies know that!" 
 

     My grandma was not the gushy kind, never had been. I fled to her 
that day because I knew she would be straight with me. I knew Grand-
ma always told the truth, and I knew that the truth always went down a 
whole lot easier when swallowed with one of her world-famous cinna-
mon buns. 
 

     Grandma was home, and the buns were still warm. Between bites, I 
told her everything. She was ready for me. 
 

     "No Santa Claus!" she snorted. "Ridiculous! Don't believe it. That 
rumor has been going around for years, and it makes me mad, plain 
mad. Now, put on your coat, and let's go." "Go? Go where, Grandma?" I 
asked. I hadn't even finished my second cinnamon bun. 
 

     "Where" turned out to be Kerby's General Store, the one store in 
town that had a little bit of just about everything. As we walked through 
its doors, Grandma handed me ten dollars. That was a bundle in those 
days.  

     Take this money," she said, "and buy something for someone who needs it. I'll wait for you in the 
car." Then she turned and walked out of Kerby's.  
 

     I was only eight years old. I'd often gone shopping with my mother, but never had I shopped for 
anything all by myself. The store seemed big and crowded, full of people scrambling to finish their 
Christmas shopping. For a few moments I just stood there, confused, clutching that ten-dollar bill, 
wondering what to buy, and who on earth to buy it for. I thought of everybody I knew: my family, my 
friends, my neighbors, the kids at school, the people who went to my church. 



 

 
Christmas Cantata Sunday, December 15th  

     The Chancel Choir will present the Cantata “The Mystery and The Majesty” by Jo-

seph M. Martin during the worship service on Sunday, December 15th.  From jubilant 

glorias to gentle manger lullabies, this inspirational cantata celebrates the wonder and 

splendor of Christmas. Traditional carols and newly composed seasonal anthems blend 

with thoughtful narration to help create a meaningful and unforgettable worship experi-

ence! Remember to mark this date on your calendar now and invite your family and 

friends for this special Christmas musical celebration! 

“The REAL Christmas Story” 
Narroway Productions 

Saturday, November 16, 2019 

     On Saturday, November 16th, a group of Grace members and friends went 

to see “The REAL Christmas Story” at the Narroway Production Theatre in Fort 

Mill, SC. The first half was comprised of many well-known Christmas carols and 

hymns with vintage dressed carolers coming and going, greeting, and singing. 

The second half was the story of Jesus’s birth as told by the angel Gabriel. Live 

horses, donkeys, and a camel were a part of the story. As the story of Christ’s 

birth was re-enacted, the audience was mesmerized. The fine detail to the entire 

stage, the wonderfully talented actors portraying Mary, Joseph, the Wisemen, 

and the shepherds, and the intricate clothing details were a sight to see.  More 

than once we heard people saying, “Best show Ever!” or “Such a beautiful re-

minder of what Christmas is all about!”. Narroway’s productions are as good as 

any live theatre can be and tell such meaningful stories. If the chance to go 

comes along, don’t hesitate to go. You will be truly blessed! And, the meals are 

wonderful, too, and served by the actors. 

     Those that went were: Susan and Joe Lawson, Sheryl and Rusty Price, Pat 

and Allen Owens, Glenn and Karen Hibbard, Pastor David and Sherry 

Bauknight, Frances Adams, Susan Wingo, Kay Corbett, Dot Quinn, Brenda Chil-

ders, Sue Keith, Jane Austin, Donna Kell, Dean and Laura Tollison, Brenda 

Brown, Betsy Skipper, Nancy Yockel, and the Loves - Bob, Fran, Jeff, Gage, 

and Ember. 

Newsletter By E-Mail 

   With the cost of stamps continuously going up in price, we would like to ask the congregation to please 

consider letting us use e-mail addresses to deliver the monthly newsletter and calendar. Give the church 

office a call, or send an e-mail, to verify your address and if you are willing to let us send them to you this 

way. We will always respond positively to those that still prefer printouts or need mailing. Thank you!   



  
 

 

                            The three beautiful wreaths on the balcony rail were carefully  

made by Pat Owens and hung by Pat and Freada Jackson. The centerpiece is 

three connected wreaths that represent The Holy Trinity, a part of our Christian 

doctrine. The belief is that God is of three parts: God the Father; God the Son,  

as represented by Christ; and God the Holy Spirit. Graceful garland swags and lights were added.  

   In the narthex, a wooden tree form was constructed by Allen Owens and garland covering the edges 

was added by Pat, Karen Hibbard, Sheryl Price, and Pastor David. The tree holds dozens of beautiful 

red poinsettias purchased through Grace’s Lions Club members and are in honor of or in memory of 

someone.  

     The alcove was decorated with loving care by Doug Rinaca, Janet Sherbert, Karen, and Pastor Da-

vid. Our beautiful wooden cross is displayed with soft organza material aproning the cross. Lights were 

added to the material to make them shimmer and trees lit with soft lights are the background. Pat was 

instrumental in creating this display. Soft white satin reflects the winter snow at the base and the manger 

cradles the Christ child. At the top of the cross there is a crown of thorns representing Christ’s birth to 

resurrection. White poinsettias are set on both sides to reflect the purity of his birth. 

     Freada, Kathryn Moore, and Sheryl helped set the candles, garland, and holly along the choir loft rail-

ing. Along the back of the choir loft is another beautiful wreath made by Pat. Pat and Freada carefully 

placed garland swags to fall gracefully towards both sides of the loft’s wreath.  

    Hurricane lamps and greenery were added beneath the stained glass windows by Linda Parker. The 

lights reflect a soft ambience off the colors of the stained glass. Greenery surrounds the candles. 

     The wreaths now adorning the sanctuary main doors were decorated by Pat and reflect the same 

theme as those inside the sanctuary. Pat also hung a large festive wreath on the main Education Build-

ing door.  

    Then, the new Chrismon tree was placed in the left corner of the altar area. With Pastor David, Janet, 

Karen, and Pat’s help, the Chrismon’s were added along with angels and gold balls. The three part tree 

began to grow as they added each section already decorated and once the last section was on they 

added the star which Pastor David painstakingly assembled. The result is a beautiful symbol of God’s 

love for us. More red poinsettias surround the tree and run along the altar railing. 

    The wonder of Christmas is displayed gracefully all around the church, from the bulletin boards deco-

rated to remind us of the reason we celebrate, Jesus’ birth, to the college students all decked out in 

snowman fashion telling us “Snowbody loves us like Jesus!” and as a reminder that they are our future 

and need our love and prayers. There’s the cute ever changing tree in the Education Building hallway 

displaying the Christmas season. The TV table has nutcrackers of every kind displayed, a wonderful gift 

from Clay Harrison several years ago. Soft snow and lights surround them. And the information TV has 

bright Christmas backgrounds with upcoming information as gentle Christmas music plays. No wonder 

Grace is amazing! A special Thank You to all who helped to decorate for this Christmas season. You 

are amazing servants of 



 

Secret Santa’s 30th Year  
 

 Secret Santa is helping needy children have a Merry Christmas again this year. This is 

their 30th year and, as in the previous 29 years, they want no child to go unsponsored. If you 

have not already sponsored a child, please consider this worthy cause by calling Brooke 

Valentine at 426-2776 or emailing: graceumc_secretsanta@hotmail.com.    
  

Important dates: 
Gift Drop Off: Mon.- Fri., December 2-6 and December 9-13 from 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 

                        Sat., December 14 from 10:00 am -12:00 pm  

Parlor Sitters: from 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm (dates as above)  

*Sitters just need to be there so sponsors can drop off gifts and inventory/tag bags, if the church office is 

closed.  
 

Gift Movers: Mon.-Fri., December 2-6 and December 9-13 from 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

                      Sat.,  December 14 10:00 am - 12pm (Anyone can participate on the last day)                

Sun., Dec. 15 - Secret Santa Sunday - Church members move gifts to sanctuary pews and gifts are given a 

final inventory.   

Tues.,  Dec. 17 - Parent Pick-up day: 8:30 am - 1:30 pm.  If you can come by to help even for a short period of 

time, please let Brooke or Brad know. Help is needed at the check-in stations, to pull packages from the 

sanctuary, and to help carry out to cars if necessary.          

.  

We will have a service on 

Tuesday, December 24 

7:00 PM - Candlelight  Communion Service  

Committee 

Meetings 

 
Trustees Meeting: 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, December 11       

 

      Church Council: 6:00 PM, Wednesday,  

                                   December 18 

 

White Christmas 2019 

     This year as we prepare 
for our White Christmas, we 
have at least 31 families in 
need. We want to fill each 
White Christmas box, so once 
again we ask for donations of 
any food items as well as 

monetary donations to purchase hams, fresh fruit, and 
bread. The food donations are needed by Friday, December 
13. Grace’s Scout Troop #42 will have a Food Drive and will 
be collecting food outside of Walmart on December 14. The 
food items they collect will be added to our food boxes. 
Thank You Troop #42 for your generosity! White Christmas 
deliveries will be made on Thursday morning, December 
19. Thank you for helping to make Christmas brighter for 
these families. You will be blessed and so will they. 

 
Neighbor Helping Neighbor 

December 14, 2019 

Neighbor Helping Neighbor is in the ministry 

of providing ramps for those who would other-

wise not easily be able to get out of their 

homes. They will have their next work day on  

Saturday, December 14, at 8:00 am. They will meet in 

Grace’s parking lot. David Turner, treasurer, wishes to say 

THANK YOU for the wonderful offering received during the 

UCCOM Choir Fest on November 3rd at Duncan Acres 

UMC.  He thanks us for our continued support and says 

there’s always room for one more. 

mailto:graceumc_secretsanta@hotmail.com


Because We Care  

Chancel Choir  
 

     Wed.    Dec.   4         7:30 PM 

     Sun.     Dec.   8         4:00 PM 

     Wed.    Dec. 11    7:30 PM 

     Sun.    Dec. 15         9:00 AM 

         Choir Cantata    11:00 AM 

     Wed.    Dec. 18         6:30 PM 

     Choir Christmas Party/Dinner 

                                           at the Cunningham’s Home 
  

Chancel Choir Christmas Dinner 
 The Grace Chancel Choir will have its annual 

Christmas dinner at the home of Mary Jane and Jim 

Cunningham on Wednesday, December 18th at 6:30 

pm.  Members are asked to bring their favorite dishes to 

share with the group.  This will conclude the choir’s activities 

for 2019.  Chancel Choir rehearsals will resume on 

Wednesday, January 8th, 2019. 

 

Bells of Grace 
   Sun.   Dec.  22          9:30 AM  Pre-rehearsal 

                                   11:00 AM  Bells of Grace perform 

     Did you read last month’s newsletter? If not, you 

missed out on lots of information about things taking place 

here at Grace. We may even have a picture, or two, you 

would have enjoyed seeing. So, check it 

out each month. As always, we are deeply 

appreciative of all the newsletter 

submissions.  Please continue this trend!  

It takes all of us working together to have 

the best possible newsletter.   

     REMEMBER: Send in your admissions by the middle of 

the month!  Deadline for the January, 2020 Grace 

Messenger will be December 18th . 

  

Received in the church office: 
 

Members, 
 

     Our family appreciates the kindness 

and help for us to worship at Grace.  It 

was a Holy Time and the worship, 

music, and sermon made us all thankful. 
 

    Blessings, John Culp 
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19 

20 

21 

 

25 

 

28 

29 

31 

Melodi Gault 

Mike Zimmerman 

Jeff Love 

Ralph Greer 

Harriett Berry, Sue Keith 

Mallory McGee 

Nell Hart 

Audrey Ham, Jan Thompson, Libby 

Williams 

Will Balkum, Lisbeth Kelly 

Mary James, Destiney Vanderford 

Anne Hames 

Kathy Arnold 

Reagan Turner 

Tommy Lawson, Paul Wilkes IV, 

Lisa Robbins 
 

Allie Owens, Doris Russell, Sharrie 

Wallace 

Ren Turner 

Jennings King 

Cooper Turner, Missy 

Wilkes 

 

Heartland Residential:  Raye Hellams 

                Mary Jo Rogers 

     John Flynn 

Ellen Sagar:             Jane and Bernard Bishop 

Summit Hills, Sptbg: Elwood Eason 

White Oak, Sptbg.: Dr. Bob Kincheloe 

Home:   Ruth Roof 

Inverness, Sptbg:             Hazel Howell 

Cumberland Village, Aiken: Carolyn and  

     Johnny Turner 

May the good Lord 

Continue to shower you 

With happiness, good fortune, 

Prosperity and good health 

All the days of your life.  

                              Amen 

https://www.umcsc.org/home/wp-content/uploads/254.jpg


The Advent Story 

     Advent is a time of expectation and hope. “Advent” means 
“arrival” or “coming,” and it prompts us to pause each day in 
December and remember why Jesus came at Christmas. Traditions 
vary by country, but common ways of commemorating Jesus’ birth 
are through Advent calendars, wreaths, and candles.  
 

The History of Advent 
 

The word “Advent” is derived from the Latin word adventus, 
meaning “coming,” which is a translation of the Greek word 
parousia.  Most know Advent today as a time of anticipation and 
expectation of the birth of Christ. However, Advent began as early 
as the 4th and 5th centuries as a time of fasting and prayer for new 
Christians. The first mention of Advent occurred in the 300’s A.D at 
a meeting of church leaders called the Council of Sargossa. It 
gradually developed into a season that stretched across the month of 
December. Advent lasts for four Sundays leading up to Christmas. 
The Advent season not only symbolizes the waiting for Christ's birth 
but also for his final return.  
 

What Is the Advent Wreath?  
The Advent wreath first appeared in Germany in 1839. A Lutheran 
minister working at a mission for children created a wreath out of 
the wheel of a cart. He placed twenty small red candles and four 

large white candles inside the ring. The red candles were lit on weekdays and the four white candles were lit on 
Sundays. Eventually, the Advent wreath was created out of evergreens, symbolizing everlasting life in the midst of 
winter and death as the evergreen is continuously green. The circle reminds us of God’s unending love and the eternal 
life He makes possible. Advent candles are often nestled in the evergreen wreath. Additional decorations, like holly 
and berries, are sometimes added. Their red color points ahead to Jesus’ sacrifice and death on the cross, shedding his 
blood for our sins. Pinecones can symbolize the new life that Jesus brings through His resurrection. Families begin 
lighting a candle on the fourth Sunday before Christmas, and they light another candle each subsequent Sunday. 
 

Meaning & Symbolism of the Advent Candles 
Advent candles shine brightly in the midst of darkness, symbolizing and reminding us that Jesus came as Light into 
our dark world. The most common Advent candle tradition involves four candles around the wreath. A new candle is 
lit on each of the four Sundays before Christmas. Each candle represents something different, although traditions 
vary. Often, the first, second, and fourth candles are purple; the third candle is rose-colored. Sometimes all the 
candles are red; in other traditions, all four candles are blue or white. Occasionally, a fifth white candle is placed in 
the middle of the wreath and is lit on Christmas Day to celebrate Jesus’ birth. 
• The first candle symbolizes Hope and is called the "Prophet’s Candle." The prophets of the Old Testament, 

especially Isaiah, waited in hope for the Messiah’s arrival. 
• The second candle represents Peace and is called "Bethlehem’s Candle." Micah had foretold that the Messiah 

would be born in Bethlehem, which is also the birthplace of King David. 
• The third candle symbolizes Joy and is called the "Shepherd’s Candle." To the shepherd’s great joy, the angels 

announced that Jesus came for humble, unimportant people like them, too. In liturgy, the color rose signifies joy. 
• The fourth candle represents Love and is called the "Angel’s Candle."  Scripture tells us that God is Love and 

that Jesus came from God. Jesus is clear that the goal of Life is always to Love. 
• The fifth candle represents light and purity and is called "Christ’s candle." It is placed in the middle and is lit on 

Christmas Day. 
No matter how we choose to celebrate the season of Advent, let's remember the beauty and grace of Jesus. He entered 
our dark, broken world on the first Christmas long ago, and He’s working even now to restore light, peace, and life. 
May your family find rich blessings from incorporating the advent wreath and other traditions into your celebration of 

this season. 

Laura Richie is a wife, homeschooling mom to three, and a registered nurse. After writing The Advent Storybook for her own children, 
Laura felt called to publish the book and share the story of God’s rescue with families across the world. 

*Minor edits were made. 

 

Grace’s Beautiful Advent Wreath 

https://www.christianity.com/christian-life/christmas/what-is-advent.html
https://adventstorybook.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Advent-Storybook-Bible-Stories-Showing/dp/0830776087/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1534783494&sr=8-2&keywords=advent+storybook


 

All Saints' Day is a church day celebrated on November 1.  In Eastern Churches, All Saints' Day is celebrated on 

the first Sunday following Pentecost. It commemorates the lives of those that have passed on. Biblically, those who 

have passed on before us are alive with Christ. As the apostle Paul wrote, "For to me to live is Christ, and to die is 

gain" (Philippians 1:21).  

The Christian celebration of All Saints' Day and All Souls' Day stems from a belief that there is a powerful spiritual 

bond between those in heaven (the "Church triumphant"), and the living (the "Church militant"). In Catholic  

theology, the day commemorates all those who have attained the beatific vision in Heaven. In Methodist theology, 

All Saints Day revolves around "giving God solemn thanks for the lives and deaths of his saints", including those 

who are "famous or obscure".[19] As such, individuals throughout the Church Universal are honoured, such as Paul 

the Apostle, Augustine of Hippo and John Wesley, in addition to individuals who have personally led one to faith in  

Jesus, such as one's grandmother or friend.[19]  

 

On Sunday, November 3rd, Grace observed All Saints’ Day and remembered those who had passed on before us 

in the past year. We honored the memories of: Barbara Eason who passed away on May 6; Sallie Jones who 

passed away on May 18; Mary Maness who passed away on May 29; William Gene Kell who passed away on June 

24; Kat Willard who passed away on September 7; Johnny Sinclair who passed away on September 8; and Betty 

Rash who passed away on October 26. A candle was lit as each name was called.  

 
New Member Sunday 

November 10, 2019 

     On Sunday, November 10th, Grace welcomed four new members into our church family. We are so pleased 

they chose to become our newest members. Take the time to welcome them and greet them with your “Grace is 

Amazing” smile.  

Brad Valentine Allison and Brandon Gardner Jeff Van Nortwick 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil%201.21
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_triumphant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_militant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beatific_vision
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Methodist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saints_in_Methodism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_Saints%27_Day#cite_note-Iovino2015-19
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_the_Apostle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_the_Apostle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustine_of_Hippo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Wesley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_Saints%27_Day#cite_note-Iovino2015-19


 

THE GRACE MESSENGER 
Grace United Methodist Church  
201 South. Church Street  
Union, SC   29379   
E-mail: mail@graceunion.org 

Church Holiday Office Hours 

Christmas: Open on Monday, December 23, 2019 

                     Closed December 24 - 27, 2019 

 New Years: Open Monday, December 30, 2019   

                      And Thursday, January 2, 2020 

                      Closed: December 31, 2019 - 

                                    January 1, 209 

mailto:mail@graceunion.org

