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Where Does HE Fit into Our Advent Plans? 

 
     The season of Advent is beginning anew. Advent is a season so full of tradition, so full of memory, so full of legend. 
It’s also a season so full, often over-full with the exhausting activity of keeping traditions, creating memories, and 
recalling legends. 
     And as Advent begins, Luke comes to us as a kind of Christmas past holy spirit, bidding us to lay aside our Christmas 
lists, leave the half-trimmed tree, pause the holiday movie, dry our hands from washing cookie pans, and follow him. 
And as we do, all we see begins to swirl into unfamiliarity. 
     Suddenly, we find ourselves standing in what we somehow know to be a small, ancient Palestinian village on an 
unusually starry night. The shapes and shadows of buildings look strange. The human and animal noises sound peculiar. 
The smell of smoky scents of fire, foods, burning oils, and manure are overwhelming at times. The utter absence of 
electric lighting is mystifying. We reach for our smartphone, and it’s dead. 
     Luke leads us beyond the village and down a dark, twisting, rocky path to some ignored and ignoble spot where we 
suddenly come upon a sight that we find surprisingly disturbing. Not ten feet away, asleep on the ground, near a small 
fire that has burned down to embers, is a peasant girl. She has bits of straw in her long, messy, dark hair, and she is 
wrapped in dirty cloaks and a blanket. A split-second look tells us how difficult this night has been for her. She is so 
young. 
     Even more distressing, we see beside her a small, crude, dirty feeding trough in which lays a sleeping newborn, 
wrapped tightly in unsanitary, blood-smeared cloths. 
     We take a few tentative steps forward. We know this child, and we know this girl. But the scene is strange to us. It 
does not look anything like the manger scenes in the illustrated books and cards of our childhood or the ones neatly 
displayed in stores. Our Advent traditions did not prepare us for the earthy realness of the actual Advent. 
     Mary is not alert. She’s bone-weary. No divine, heavenly glow emanates from the child. He is not even especially 
beautiful (Isaiah 53:2). In fact, there is nothing about this child to suggest the unfathomable mystery of who he is. We 

are unnerved to realize that, had we not already known, we would not have recognized him at all. 
     This scene, the real Christmas, has nothing of the feeling of the Christmas we know. It has all the feel of undesired, desperate 
homelessness, more like a scene we’d find under the Tyger River bridge than under our Christmas tree. We are hit with the shock of 
a truth we’ve known all our lives: This young girl just gave birth to a baby, The Baby, in a stinking hewed out rock of a barn! 
     Our immediate gut response is pity and sadness. This poor girl and her baby! We know this story, but as we see it with our own 
eyes, it seems so wrong. Our impulse is to do something to help them. We look in disbelief at Luke. He, calmly looking from the 
child to us, quietly says, “There was no place for them in the inn” (Luke 2:7). No place? No place other than a stinky hewed out 
rock of a barn for the Maker of the world? The cosmic inconsistency stuns us. 
    “Surely we can find some room somewhere!” we respond. “Can you?” Luke replies. Then he turns and begins back up the path. 
     We look back at the girl and the child, just as the Palestinian darkness begins to swirl with a familiar light. 
     Suddenly, we find ourselves standing where Luke found us. We’re back with Christmas lists in hand, the half-trimmed tree, the 
holiday movie paused, and pans in the sink. The familiar stress of the bustling schedule of Advent activities reawakens. 
     But seared in our minds is the pathetic picture of the holy, homeless mother and child. Bustling Bethlehem had no room for the 
advent of Jesus! And echoing in our ears are our own words, “Surely we can find some room somewhere!”  But can we? 
     The real Christmas was nothing like the Christmas we’ve come to know, with its traditions, memories, and legends. It was a 
desperate moment that occurred for a desperate reason. 
     John 1:14 reminds us, “The Word became flesh” so that the Word could become sin for condemned sinners like us and die for 
us that we might be made righteous through Him (2 Corinthians 5:21). He was born outside a village…and he died outside a city. 
“He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him” (Jn 1:10). 
     The Advent season begins again. Call to mind the only detail the Holy Spirit, inspired Luke to write about the actual birth of 
Jesus: Mary had to lay him in a manger because there was no room for them in the inn.   It is no less ironic that Jesus can stand on 
the periphery of our busy Advent activities than the Son of David, lay in a manger in a hewed-out rock barn on the outer edge of the 
city of David. 
     So, as we plan our Advent season, my prayer is “let every heart prepare him room.”  Surely, we can find some room 

somewhere. May we sing anew, “Thou didst leave Thy throne and Thy kingly crown, when Thou camest to earth for me; but in 
Bethlehem’s home was there found no room for Thy holy nativity. O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, there is room in my heart for 
Thee.”    Now let’s go and prepare so that He not only has room but reigns supremely in all our Advent plans and life…Pastor 
David.  

December 2018 



  

 

Offering Report as of:                                   Nov. 25,2018 

2018  Budget:                                       $       375,516.00 

Needed for 2018 Budget YTD:       $       339,408.69 

Budget Rec’d Y-T-D -                $       315,283.55 

Surplus/Deficit Y-T-D  -                    $        -24,125.14 

Weekly Offering Needed  -                   $           7,221.46 

Expenses Y-T-D -                                 $         

    
     Please put Grace as a priority in your financial 
planning.  Our combined gifts keep the Church’s 
mission alive and growing.  Thank you so much!!  
    Sincerely, Pastor David 

 No Meeting in December 
  

 No Meeting in December 
                                    

 No Meeting in December 

 

 

 

 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
MCF/Sonshiners Update 

Our MCF/Sonshiners will end their meetings for 
2018 with a Happy Birthday Jesus celebration on 
Sunday, December 9. We will board the Grace van 
to enjoy beautiful Christmas lights around our 
town. We will return to church to see a Christmas 
movie, followed by a Happy Birthday Jesus party. 
Thank you to Melissa and Stewart Wagner, Larry 
and Dale Goff, Ashley and Jason Turner, Sally 
Summers, Margie Ruff, and Karen Hibbard for 
providing supper and/or teaching lessons. We will 
resume our meetings in January, 2019. We would 
love to have more volunteers to provide supper 
and even more so to teach a lesson. Please 
contact Karen, Margie, or the church office if you 
would be willing to be a disciple maker for our 
children. 

Stewardship Report 

2018 

 

NO Young at Heart 
In December 

  Due to the Holidays  

NO Family Night Supper 

in December  

Due to the holidays 

 

Hallelujah! Christ Is Born! 

 
There will be NO Sunday 

School before the Worship 

Service on December 23rd. 

Baptism of  

Ember Love 
and  

Jeff Love’s 

Joining 

Grace 

     Emberlyn Madison Love, daughter of Jeff Love and Paige 
Alleson, granddaughter of Bob and Fran Love, and great-
granddaughter of Dot and the late Winston Quinn, was baptized 
during November 4th’s worship service. Ember was born on 
June 27, 2014 and is 4 years old. Her father, Jeff Love, became 
a new member the same day. He is the son of Bob and Fran 
Love, and the grandson of Dot Quinn and the late Winston 
Quinn. 



 

 

 
Christmas Cantata Sunday, December 2nd  

11:00 AM Worship Service 

 The Chancel Choir will present the Cantata "A Candlelight Christmas" by 
Benjamin Harlan during the worship service on Sunday, December 2nd.  From Advent 
to Nativity, the message of Christmas is conveyed in fresh musical moments through 
traditional carols and new Christmas songs  by the choir and organ and the spoken 
word through narration.  Make plans to attend now and invite your family and friends for 
this special Christmas musical celebration! 

 
  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ummm! We can just taste our  
UMW’s wonderful cookies! 

 

          UMW’s delicious Christmas cookies and 

hot chocolate will be served on December 2nd in 

the Fellowship Hall after our “Singing Around the 

Christmas Tree” and Children’s Program.  We 

are asking that the cookies be brought to the 

church kitchen by 12 pm on that day. Thank you 

UMWs for using your gifts to help celebrate the 

Christmas Season with our church family!  You 

do so much for everyone! 

  

 On Sunday, December 2nd at 5:30pm, we’ll 

have “Singing Around the Christmas Tree”  As we 

open this season with love, joy, peace on earth, and 

goodwill from God toward men, let us take this time 

to lift our hearts heavenward with songs of praise 

and gratitude. Thanks, Bob and Fran, for leading our 

carol singing.!  (If you would like to sit during this 

special celebration, please remember to bring a 

lawn chair.) 

Singing Around the 

Christmas Tree 

Grace Children to Showcase their Musical Gifts! 

     Our Grace children will present their Christmas program on December 2nd at 

6:00 pm in the Sanctuary after the “Singing ‘Round the Tree” at 5:30 pm outside. 

The children will delight us by ringing “Joy To The World” with their bells and  

perform in the musical selection “The Shepherd’s Prayer”.  Please come to  

support our children as they prepare us for the Christmas worship season. You 

will certainly be blessed. Stay after for those yummy cookies and cocoa in the 

Fellowship Hall prepared by the UMW!  Grace sincerely appreciates Sally  

Summers for her dedication to teaching our children. 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

       Grace’s Chrismon Tree 

The youth spent 

Wednesday even-

ing, November 28th, 

putting up the beau-

tiful Chrismon tree in 

the sanctuary. Gray-

son and the youth 

are to be commend-

ed for their service 

to Grace. 

Thank you!! 
Sally Summers, soloist 

Tommy Bishop, pianist 

On the Sunday before Thanksgiving, November 

18th, Sally sang “I Asked the Lord” during the  

offertory. Tommy accompanied her on the grand 

piano. Both Sally and Tommy are talented beyond 

measure and on this occasion the congregation 

was rewarded with beautiful music, both vocally 

and instrumentally. Grace sincerely thanks Sally 

for her willingness to perform and also thanks 

Tommy for his remarkable abilities with the organ, 

piano, and as choir director.  

Melissa and Stewart Wagner, Dale and Larry Goff, 

Ashley and Jason Turner, Margie Ruff, and Sally 

Summers. Y’all are terrific volunteers! 

MCF/Sonshiners  

Volunteers 

   What would our children 

do if it wasn't for them, our 

volunteers?  Thanks go to:  

Altar Guild Needs Volunteers 

     Volunteers are needed for 2019. New recruits 

will be assigned to a small group of other women to 

assist with flower management and minimal clean-

ing duties of the altar. The assignment would be for 

one month of the calendar year. Responsibilities are 

shared and require minimal time. If interested in a 

meaningful service, please contact Freada Rinaca 

at 864-426-3644. 



 

 Secret Santa Needs Your Help 
 

 Secret Santa will be helping around 280 children this year . If you have not 

already sponsored a child, please consider this worthy cause by calling Brooke 

Valentine at 426-2776 or emailing: graceumc_secretsanta@hotmail.com.    
  

Important dates: 
Gift Drop Off: Mon.- Thurs., Nov. 26 - 30 and Dec 3 – 7 from 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 

                        Sat., Dec. 8 from 10:00 am - 12:00 pm  
 

Parlor Sitters Needed: Thurs., Nov. 29 from 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm  

                                        Fri., Nov. 30 from 12:00pm - 5:00pm.   

Sitters just need to be there so sponsors can drop off gifts after the church office is closed.  
 

Gift Movers Needed: Tues., Dec. 4 - Thurs., Dec. 6 from 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

                                     Fri. Dec. 7 from 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

                                     Sat., Dec. 8 from 10:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Sun., Dec. 9 - Secret Santa Sunday - Members move gifts to sanctuary pews.   

  Dec. 9 - Class Luncheon - Members are asked to sign up in Sunday School or by contacting 

Sheryl at the church office if you plan to attend.  Deadline to sign up is Monday, Dec. 3. 
 Dec. 11 - Parent Pick-up day: 8:00 am - 1:30 pm.  If you can come by to help even for a short 

period of time, please let Brooke or Brad know. Help is needed at the check-in stations, to pull packages 

from the sanctuary and to help carry out to cars if necessary.  

We will have a service on 

December 24 

7:00 PM - Candlelight  Communion Service  

Committee 

Meetings 
 

     Please note that the 

following committees will 

NOT meet in December: 

Church Council and Board of Trustees. 
 

     However, the SPRC Committee WILL meet 

for an important meeting on Sunday, December 

2nd at 4:00 pm. 

 

 

 

Grace United Methodist Church graciously welcomed 
our new Superintendent for the Spartanburg District, 
Reverend Cathy Mitchell, at our annual Charge 
Conference on Sunday, November 18. We were 
delighted to meet her and also to report a successful 
Charge Conference. 

 

 

December 24 - 26, 2018 and  

December 31, 2018 - January 2, 2019 

2018 

Charge  

Conference 

mailto:graceumc_secretsanta@hotmail.com


Heartland Residential:     Raye Hellams 

        Mary Jo Rogers 

                   Jack and Betty  

                                                               Rash 

Ellen Sagar: Jane and Bernard Bishop 

                              Kat Willard 

Summit Hills, Sptbg:     Elwood and Barbara Eason 

                                      Dr. Bob Kincheloe 

Presbyterian Home Rehab:          Harold Simmons 

Pacifica Senior Living, Sptbg: Amy Bruce 

 

Chancel Choir  
 

     Sun.     Dec.  2          9:00 AM 

     Wed.    Dec.  5    6:30 PM 

     Choir Christmas Party/Dinner 
  

 

 

Chancel Choir Christmas Dinner 
 

 The Grace Chancel Choir will have its annual 

Christmas dinner at the home of Mary Jane and Jim 

Cunningham on Wednesday, December 5th at 6:30 

pm.  Members are asked to bring their favorite dishes to 

share with the group.  This will conclude the choir’s 

activities for 2018.  Chancel Choir rehearsals will resume 

on Wednesday, January 9th, 2018. 

Because We Care  

     Did you read last month’s newsletter? If not, you 

missed out on lots of information about things taking 

place here at Grace. We may even have a picture, or two, 

you would have enjoyed seeing. So, check it out each 

month. As always, we are deeply appreciative of all the 

newsletter submissions.  Please continue 

this trend!  It takes all of us working 

together to have the best possible 

newsletter.   

     REMEMBER: Send in your 

admissions by the middle of the month!  

Deadline for the January, 2019 Grace Messenger will 

be December 17th . 

  

 

 On Loyalty Sunday 

November 11th 

  Katie Wagner has a 
talent for playing the 
piano and singing. On 
Sunday, November 
11th, Loyalty Sunday, 
Katie performed 

“Wonderful Words of Life” on the piano, then 
she played and sang to “You Raise Me Up”. We 
are so fortunate to have such talented members 
at Grace. You did beautifully, Katie! 
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Melodi Gault 

Mike Zimmerman 

Jeff Love 

Ralph Greer 

Harriett Berry, Sue Keith 

Mallory McGee 

Nell Hart 

Audrey Ham, Jan Thompson 

Will Balkum, Lisbeth Kelly 

Mary James, Destiney Vanderford 

Anne Hames 

Kathy Arnold 

Reagan Turner 

Tommy Lawson, Paul Wilkes IV 

Allie Owens, Doris Russell, Sharrie 

Wallace 

Ren Turner 

May the good Lord 

Continue to shower you 

With happiness, good fortune, 

Prosperity and good health 

All the days of your life.  

                              Amen 



 

 

   Loyalty Sunday 
 

   
Loyalty Sunday on November 11th was an outstanding day for worship!  Afterward, 

we enjoyed a delicious meal catered by Midway.  Everyone did an outstanding job 

preparing for this event. Those of us who were recipients of your acts of service were 

extremely blessed.  Thank you very much for what you have done in the name of our 

Lord, Jesus Christ!!                                                                              Pastor David.   

Grace Hospitality Committee 

These ladies are always willing to 

help whenever there is a dinner. 

Thank you Peggy Langley, Kathie 

Sinclair, Virginia Blackmon, Brenda 

Childers, and Doris Russell for  

everything you do to make our  

dinners special! 
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White Christmas 2018 

     This year as we prepare 
for our White Christmas, we 
have 38 families in need 
which is beyond our goal of 
30. We want to fill each White 
Christmas box, so once again 
we ask for donations of any 

food items as well as monetary donations to purchase 
38 hams, fresh fruit, and bread. The food donations 
are needed by Friday, December 14. White 
Christmas deliveries will be made on Monday 
morning, December 17. Thank you for helping to 
make Christmas brighter for 38 families. You will be 
blessed and so will these families. 

Thank You! 
Scout Troop 42 

     On Saturday, November 3rd, Scout Troop 42, 
sponsored by Grace, held a Food Drive and 
collected boxed and canned goods for needy 
people in our county. Troop 42 graciously 
donated all their collected food 
items to our White Christmas 
program. Grace wishes to thank 
the scouts for their choosing our 
program this year. Thanks also go 
to their scoutmasters: Audrey and 
Bradley Woods, Deborah Flint, 
Jason Gregory, Jonathan Shields, 
and Lonny Dale Anders.  
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