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Taking Time for a Holy Pause 
 

 Every year, my precious Grandmother assured me, Christmas arrived faster and faster.  At eight years 

of age, I looked up into her sweet blue eyes, and my eager heart could scarcely fathom her point.  All we knew 

was that Christmas took forever to arrive.  We waited eons before it finally showed up.  

 Fast forward many years, and I seriously understand what she meant.  The year zooms by at warp 

speed.  First comes New Year’s Day.  Then it seems, five minutes later it’s Valentine’s Day, followed 

immediately by Good Friday and Easter.  A week and a half later, I am sweeping up firecracker and sparkler 

debris from my driveway, and bam…it’s Thanksgiving.  As soon as the turkey carcass is clean and I wash my 

hands, it’s Christmas time…again.  

 I hardly have time to catch my breath, let alone purchase gifts, fit in hunting time, or prepare the 

special and meaningful Christmas Season Services.  Oh, did I mention spending quality time growing my 

relationship with the One this season is really about?  

  If, like me, you’d love for life to slow down, particularly as the holiday season begins to ramp up, it’s 

important to understand that in spite of our long to-do lists, the shopping and baking, and the fun (and let’s 

face it, the sometimes not-so-fun) aspects the holidays bring our way, we can choose to still our hearts. It may 

not be easy, but if we desire the authentic, heart transforming experience of Christ’s presence in the midst of 

the Christmas crazy, we can choose a holy pause. 

  A holy pause is the opportunity to step out of the madness, the demands, and the haste of the season 

(indeed, of life itself), and into His presence. It is the decision to shut ourselves away from the endless noise 

and commotion and quietly engage our hearts with His.  It is the opportunity to trade His stillness for our 

rushing, His peace for our panic, and His joy for our irritability.  

  Life doesn’t stand still, but we can. Scripture invites us to do just that: “Be still, and know that I am 

God! I will be honored by every nation. I will be honored throughout the world.” (Psalm 46:10) 

  God desires for us to honor Him by spending the expensive currency of our time, even in the busyness 

of the season.  He wants us to engage in the difficult but oh-so rewarding discipline of quieting our minds, bowing our 

hearts, and pausing before Him.  It is then that we can begin to experience the beauty of His awesome, all-sufficient 

presence.  

  Now think about it!  Here we are at the beginning of the Advent Season.  Before we drag out boxes of 

tangled lights, sift through glittery decor and tenderly unpack nativity sets, what if we allow ourselves the luxury of a 

holy pause?  What if instead of permitting the briskness of the season to scoot us forward on its endless current, we stop 

and bow our hearts in awe and wonder before the One who stepped out of heaven and has done all for us?  What would 

happen if we allow our hearts to marvel at His unfathomable journey from eternity into an unassuming, unroyal 

manger?  What would occur if we stop the other stuff and ponder the miracle of His birth and the reason behind it?  

How could we change if we asked Him to fill our hearts to overflowing with the reality of the priceless gift of His 

presence?  Instead of pinched stress across our faces, how would our families respond if they saw eyes that reflect our 

wonder-struck hearts?   Would we be different if a holy pause became our daily goal this holiday season?   

WOW! Taking time for a holy pause can be a wonderful change for any of us.  I invite you to join me as this 

Advent by taking those precious moments to sit at our Lord’s feet and bask in His presence. By being intentional, our 

lives can be different, in a positive way as we gain a greater understanding of life according to what God asks of us.  We 

also make a difference in the lives around us because our desires change: to be more like Him than who we’ve been.  I 

pray that you, too, will take the time to be with the One this season is all about and share a newfound love knowing the 

difference He makes in our lives. 

Dearest Lord, I bow my heart before You and honor You. Help me to choose not one but many holy pauses 

during Your Advent Season. Please nudge me with Your Spirit and remind me to step away from the Christmas crazy 

and get alone with You, the Christ of Christmas. In Your precious and awesome name I pray, Amen.     

December 2017 



Stewardship  

Report   2017 

 

 

Offering Report as of                                    Nov.  26,2017 

2017  Budget -                                       $       383,770.00 

Needed for 2017 Budget Y-T-D -         $       347,565.12 

Budget Rec’d Y-T-D -                $       325,545.56 

Surplus/Deficit Y-T-D  -                    $        -22,019.56 

Weekly Offering Needed  -                   $           7,240.94 

Expenses Y-T-D -                                 $       328,992.17 

    
 Please put Grace as a priority in your financial 
planning.  Our combined gifts keep the Church’s 
mission alive and growing.  Thank you so much!!  
    Sincerely, Pastor David 

 Mon., Dec. 4,  10:00 AM 
 

 Mon., Dec. 4,  11:00 AM 
 

 No Meeting in December 

 
 

No Family Night 

Supper in December 

due to the holidays 

 

No Young at Heart 
In December 

due to the Holidays  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Friends of Grace, 
 
 Words can’t express our appreciation for all the 

calls, visits, food, flowers, and especially the prayers 

during the loss of our loved one, Ellis Langley. Please 

continue to remember our family as we adjust in the 

days ahead.  

    Love,  
    The Langley Family  

 

Reindeer 
Sandwiches  

 

 Here is a fun 
way to spice up the 
kid’s packed lunch at 
school for the holidays 
that takes little extra 
time, but will be extra 
fun for them.  Reindeer sandwiches are the perfect 
way to make a lunch with a little holiday magic for 
the kiddos.  A heart shaped cookie cutter turns a 
regular old Pb&J sandwich into an adorable little 
reindeer sandwich.  Pretzels for antlers ,chocolate 
chip eyes, and a red M&M nose make this reindeer 
as cute as they are tasty.  The kids will love them 
and request them every day until Christmas 
arrives!  Make them for school, for a fun lunch at 
home, or for a kid friendly dish to pass at any 
holiday party.  



 
Grace Children to Showcase their Musical Gifts! 

 

 Our Children’s Ministry Team is planning to “showcase” the musical gifts of 
our children on December 3rd at 6pm in the fellowship hall.  The children will 
delight us by ringing “O, Holy Night” with their bells, followed by singing “Go Tell It 
On the Mountain.” Please come and support our wonderful Grace kids as they help 
focus our attention on Christmas worship.  This evening promises to honor the 
most cherished gift ever given through the musical gifts of children.  We hope you 
can join us!  You will certainly be blessed! 
 We want to sincerely thank Sally Summers and Tommy Bishop for teaching 
our children how to lead Christmas worship! 

 
Christmas Cantata 

December 3rd  
 

 The Grace Chancel Choir will present the Christmas Cantata entitled 

“Festival of Lessons and Carols” by Jonathan Willcocks on Sunday, December 3rd 

during the 11:00am worship service.  The cantata is based on the format of the 

traditional service held each Christmas Eve in the Chapel of King’s College, 

Cambridge, England.  Be sure to mark your calendars now and invite your family and 

friends for this special celebration of Christmas Carols and scripture readings! 

 

Singing Around the 

Christmas Tree 
  

 It’s nearly time for 

one of the highlights of the 

Christmas season!  On 

Sunday, December 3rd at 

5:30pm, Grace’s own Fran 

and Bob Love and “friends” will lead us in singing 

Christmas carols around the Christmas tree.  As we 

open this season with love, joy, peace on earth, and 

goodwill from God toward men, let us take this time to 

lift our hearts heavenward with songs of praise and 

gratitude. Thanks, Fran and Bob, and “friends” for 

pointing us toward Him by continuing to share your 

wonderful gifts!  (If you would like to sit during this 

special celebration, please remember to bring a 

lawn chair.) 

 
Ummm! We can just taste our  

UMW’s wonderful cookies! 
 

 We are definitely looking forward to the 

UMW’s delicious Christmas cookies and hot 

chocolate served on December 3rd as 

refreshments in the Fellowship Hall after our 

children “showcase” 

their musical gifts.  

We are asking that 

the cookies be 

brought to the church 

kitchen by 12pm on 

that day.  Thank you 

UMWs for using your 

gifts to help celebrate the Christmas Season 

with our church family!  You do so much for 

everyone! 
 



 

Candy, Fun and Games at Trunk or Treat 
 

MCF/Sonshiners  enjoyed lots of candy, games and  fun with friends at our Trunk or Treat on October 29!  

 
 
 

A big thank you 

goes to  

Mrs. Barbara 

Rippy for her 

generosity in 

providing pizza 

for our MCF/

Sonshiners!  They 

really enjoyed it! 

 

Sunday Night Update 
 

 MCF/Sonshiners held their last 
meeting for 2017 on November 19th.  
Thank you to everyone who provided 
supper or taught lessons.  We will resume 
our meetings on January 21, 2018.  We 
would love to have more volunteers to 
provide supper and even more so to teach 
a lesson.  Please contact Karen, Margie, 
or the church office if you would be willing 
to be a disciple maker for our children.   
 



 

 Secret Santa Needs Your Help 
 

 Secret Santa will be helping 295 children this year . If you have not already 

sponsored a child, please consider this worthy cause by calling Brooke Valentine at 426-

2776 or emailing: graceumc_secretsanta@hotmail.com.    
  

Important dates: 
 Nov. 27 - Dec 1 & Dec 4 – 9:  Gift Drop Off: : 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 

   Parlor Sitters Needed: Mon-Thurs 4:00pm-5:00pm and Fridays 12:00pm-

5:00pm.  Sitters just need to be there so sponsors can drop off gifts after the church office closes.  
 

   Gift Movers Needed :  Mon – Fri 5:00pm-6:00pm 
 

 Dec. 10 - Secret Santa Sunday - Members move gifts to sanctuary pews.   

 Dec. 10 - Class Luncheon - Members are asked to sign up in Sunday School or by contacting 

Marie Hudson at 426-3940 if you plan to attend.  Deadline to sign up is Monday, Dec. 4. 
 Dec. 12 - Parent Pick-up day -  8am-1:30pm.  If you can come by to help even for a short period of 

time, please let Brooke or Brad know. Help is needed at the check-in stations, to pull packages from the 

sanctuary and to help carry out to cars if necessary.  

We will have two services on 

December 24 

NO Sunday School 

11:00 AM -  4th Sunday in Advent  

7:00 PM - Candlelight  Communion Service  

 

Praise Report!  
 

 Our 3K-5K Sunday 

school membership has 

increased to 5 members: 

Hazel Lawson, Ember 

Love, Gage Love, Lane Wagner, and Quinton 

Wilkes.  Thank you parents and grandparents for 

realizing the importance of early Christian 

Education.  

 

White Christmas 2017 
 

  Our White Christmas project is well 

underway. Boxes have been placed throughout the 

church to collect non-perishable food items that will 

be added to 30 food baskets that will be distributed 

to the needy on December 18th. You may also 

choose to make a monetary donation to the White 

Christmas Food Basket 

Fund with a check placed 

in the collection plate made 

out to Grace with “White 

Christmas” written on the 

‘For’ line. We know our 

less fortunate neighbors 

will be blessed by our 

generosity.   

 

Spotlight on Grace’s Acolytes 
 

 There are many ways one 

can serve their church no matter 

their age.  One such way is by 

acolyting for worship.  Allie Owens 

has been a faithful acolyte for five 

years! She is a seventh grader at 

Spartanburg Day School. Allie is 

always ready to help anytime an 

acolyte is needed.  Thank you Allie, 

for your dedicated service to your 

church. 

mailto:graceumc_secretsanta@hotmail.com


Blast from Christmas past…..Poem & Picture from 1992 
Can you identify anyone in the picture below? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured L to R:  Allan Charles, Bill White, Sally Summers, Clark & Gwen Beavans, 

Sheryl & Rusty Price, Jo Ann Mason, Cornelia Huggins, Mary Jane Cunningham, Roger 

Worley, Mary Bailey Arthur, Carolyn & Johnny Turner, & Center:  Rachel White. 

Nichols 



 

Providence Place, PA: Catherine Cooksey 

Heartland Residential: Raye Hellams, 

    Mary Jo Rogers 

Heartland Nursing:  Betty Lidkea  

 

 

Chancel Choir  
 

 Sun.  Dec.  3 9:00 AM 

 Wed.  Dec.  6 6:30 PM 

  Choir Christmas Party 
  

 

 

Chancel Choir Christmas Dinner 
 

 The Grace Chancel Choir will have its annual 

Christmas dinner at the home of Mary Jane & Jim 

Cunningham on Wednesday, December 6th at 

6:30pm.  Members are asked to bring their favorite 

dishes to share with the group.  This will conclude the 

choir’s activities for 2017.  Chancel Choir rehearsals 

will resume on Wednesday, January 10th, 2018. 

Because We Care        

  3   Melodi Gault  
 

  4  Mike Zimmerman 
  

 9  Ralph Greer 
 

 10  Harriett Berry, 

   Sue Keith 

 

 12 Mallory McGee  
 

 13 Nell Hart  
 

 14 Audrey Ham, Jan Thompson 
 

 15 Will Balkum , Lisbeth Kelly 
 

 17 Mary James, Destiney Vanderford 
 

 18 Anne Hames 
 

 19 Kathy Arnold 
 

 20 Reagan Turner 
 

 21 Tommy Lawson, Paul Wilkes, IV 
  

 25 Allie Owens, Doris Russell,  

  Sharrie Wallace  

 

 We are deeply appreciative 

for all the recent newsletter 

submissions.  Please be 

encouraged to continue this trend!  

It takes all of us working together 

to have the best possible newsletter.  Deadline for the 

January Grace Messenger will be December 18th . 

 O God, our times are in Your hand: 

Look with favor, we pray, on Your 

servants  who have birthdays this month 

as they begin another year. Grant 

that they may grow in wisdom and grace, 

and strengthen their trust in Your 

goodness all the days of their life; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

GUMCEP News 
 

GUMCEP will present their 
Christmas Program on 
Thursday, December 21st, 
at 6 pm.  Please make 
plans to attend.  GUMCEP 
will be closed December 

21st through January 1st for the holidays.  
GUMCEP will start back on Tuesday, January 2.  
During the holidays, be careful and stay safe.  
GUMCEP would like to wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year!  

 

 



 

 

   Loyalty Sunday 

 

   

Loyalty Sunday on November 19th was an outstanding day for worship!  Afterward, 

we enjoyed a delicious meal catered by Midway.  Everyone did an outstanding job 

preparing for this event. Those of us who were recipients of your acts of service were 

extremely blessed.  Thank you very much for what you have done in the name of our 

Lord, Jesus Christ!!                                                                              Pastor David.   



 

THE GRACE MESSENGER 
Grace United Methodist Church  
201 South. Church Street  
Union, SC   29379   
E-mail: mail@graceunion.org 

 

Appalachian Christmas 
at Lake Junaluska 

December 7-10, 2017 
 Let the nostalgic charm of 
Appalachian hospitality warm you 
this holiday season. Awaken the 
spirt of Christmas through the 
festive live music, hearty meals and 

local artistry.  Visit local shops or step back in time with turn-
of-the century Christmas décor at the exquisite Biltmore 
Estate.  Festivities feature a performance of Handel’s 
Messiah, the Appalachian Christmas Craft Show showcasing 
dozens of local artisans, and matinee concert by The 
Cockman Family, a local treasure.  
 

Handel’s Messiah - Fri., Dec. 8 at 7:30 p.m. in Stuart 

Auditorium  

Appalachian Christmas Craft Show - Sat., Dec. 9 in 

the Harrell Center 9a - 4p  

The Cockman Family - Saturday, Dec. 9 at 2:00 PM 

in Stuart Auditorium 

Lake Junaluska Singers - Sat., Dec. 9 at 7:30 PM  

Book the Appalachian Christmas Package (or Individual 

concerts. Package includes concert tickets, lodging, and 

meals.) Questions? 800-222-4930 or visit lakejunaluska.com 

 

mailto:mail@graceunion.org
http://www.lakejunaluska.com/specials_packages/holiday_packages/christmas/

