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Christmas Letter to our Grace Congregation 
 

 It occurred to me as I settled down to write this Christmas letter that the greatest thing we 
need in our lives, this and every season, is to know God as our Father and that His Son, Jesus, is 
always with us. This truly is the message of Christmas and the bedrock of our faith.  I love the way 
one writer put it: “What begins in the stable ends in our salvation. That’s why we celebrate 
Christmas, and it’s the best and only reason the human heart needs.” 
 Think about it, Jesus is with us!  He is the Word we need to know.  Jesus is not only the 
Babe of Bethlehem, He is also the Son of God who was born to live for our righteousness and to 
die for our sins.  Christ is the missing piece in many lives.  Without Him we are incomplete.  With 
Him, even the most complex or disappointing parts of our lives make sense. 
 Jesus is with us!  This is what our preschool, elementary, middle, high school, college age 
and all people need to know.  In the midst of trials and troubles, identity issues, betrayals by 
friends, struggles to find the right way in the world, and dreams for a great future, the Babe of 
Bethlehem who is the Christ of all Creation is always with us.  His salvation gives everyone hope.   
 Jesus is with us!  This is the message of hope to single people, single-again people, young 
marrieds, families with or without children, empty-nesters, young retired folks and senior saints.  
People of every profession need this message!  The light we long for is the Light God has 
graciously given in His love.  To receive Him is to be warmed by the Light.  He brings light to the 
darkness of our trials and sorrows while spotlighting the joys of our faith walk.  
  As our church journey continues, we are thankful to be walking with those who are 

searching for the better way as we grow in a closer relationship with Jesus Christ.  We have become the 
recipient of the most wonderful gift of all times.  It comes in a very lowly way, but Jesus, the babe, the 
Shepherd of our souls and our Savior triumphant is right here with us! 

 This Christmas we again want to bow before Him with you, blessed and confident that in Him, all 
things turn out for our good and His glory.  Jesus reminds us that “I am the light of the world.  He who 
follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.” 
  Our dear Grace family, we have received the most wonderful gift of all.  As we strive to make 
disciples for Him, our Christmas hope and prayer is that the whole world will also receive Jesus Christ as their 
Lord and Savior. 

 Grace and peace,   
 Sherry and David Bauknight 

 
  

 
 

December  2016 



A Message from the Treasurer 
 

 As you may have noticed from the figures in the 
bulletin, we have a deficit of almost $35,000 to fulfil our 
budget for the year.  Grace is an amazing church.  
However, for us to stay amazing, we must maintain 
funding for the Church’s ministries. 
 The Finance Committee has worked very hard to 
give a realistic budget that will meet the needs of our 
church.  We have tried to make funds available to keep 
our children’s and youth programs going in the right 
direction.  After all, they are the future of Grace.  
 As we look toward the Christmas Season, let us 
give prayerful consideration for what gift we can give to 
the Christ Child.  When we joined Grace, we promised 
to support the church with our prayers, our presence, 
our gifts, our service, and our witness.  
 I ask that you really pray about this and let’s 
make up this shortfall to keep our church amazing.  Your 
monetary gift of any amount will be helpful.  Make sure 
that you mark your check “A gift for the Christ Child”.  
                    Thank you, Mary Lou Gregory 

Stewardship  

Report   2016 

 

 

Offering Report as of                          November 27, 2016 

2016  Budget -                                       $       386,711.00 

Needed for 2016 Budget Y-T-D -         $       357,041.76 

Budget Rec’d Y-T-D -                $       322,375.06 

Surplus/Deficit Y-T-D  -                    $        -34,666.70 

Weekly Offering Needed  -                   $           7,438.37 

Expenses Y-T-D -                                 $       331,762.31 

    
 Please put Grace as a priority in your financial 
planning.  Our combined gifts keep the Church’s 
mission alive and growing.  Thank you so much!!  
    Sincerely, Pastor David 

 Mon,. Dec. 5th ,10:00 AM  
 Doris Russell, hostess 
 

 No Meeting in December  
   

 Wed., Dec. 14th, 6:00 PM  

 

GUMCEP News 

 Christmas is almost here! The 
teachers and children are very busy 
getting ready and practicing for their 
Christmas program.  The program will be on 
Thursday, December 15th, at 6:00 pm.  Everyone 
is invited to come and share in the joy of 
Christmas as seen through the eyes of children.   
GUMCEP would like to wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year!   

Thank You! 
 

 The Altar Guild wishes to 
thank each member of Grace 
Church who has so graciously 
placed flowers in the church this 
year to honor or memorialize a 

loved one.  Your generosity has certainly been a 
blessing to our church and has glorified the Lord 
with your gift of love and beauty. 
             Also, as the 2016 year winds down, the 
Altar Guild is interested in recruiting some new 
and vibrant volunteers to its ministry.  If you would 
be interested in donating your time and service to 
this important mission, please contact  Freada 
Jackson by calling 426-3644.   

 

Planning Meeting  

Scheduled  
 

 We have scheduled 
a Sonshiners/MCF planning meeting for Sunday, 
January 8, 2017 at 5:00 PM.  Please mark your 
calendars and commit to coming and sharing 
suggestions and ideas of how to better our 
children's program. Thanks in advance! 



 

White Christmas 2016 
  

 Our White Christmas project is well underway. Boxes have been placed 

throughout the church to collect non-perishable food items that will be added to 

30 food baskets that will be distributed to the needy on December 20th. You may 

also choose to make a monetary donation to the White Christmas Food Basket 

Fund with a check placed in the collection plate made out to Grace with “White 

Christmas” written on the ‘For’ line. We know our less fortunate neighbors will be 

blessed by our generosity.  

 

Singing Around the 

Christmas Tree 
  

 It’s nearly time for one of 

the highlights of the Christmas 

season!  On Sunday, December 

4th at 5:30pm, Grace’s own Fran and Bob Love 

and “friends” will lead us in singing Christmas 

carols around the Christmas tree.  As we open this 

season with love, joy, peace on earth, and 

goodwill from God toward men, let us take this 

time to lift our hearts heavenward with songs of 

praise and gratitude. Thanks, Fran and Bob, and 

“friends” for pointing us toward Him by continuing 

to share your wonderful gifts!  (If you would like to 

sit during this special celebration, please 

remember to bring a lawn chair.) 

 
Ummm! We can just taste our  

UMW’s wonderful cookies! 
 

 We are definitely looking 

forward to the UMW’s delicious 

Christmas cookies and hot 

chocolate served on December 

4th as refreshments in the 

Fellowship Hall after our 

children “showcase” their musical gifts in the 

sanctuary.  We are asking that the cookies be 

brought to the church kitchen by 12pm on that day.  

Thank you UMWs for using your gifts to help 

celebrate the Christmas Season with our church 

family!  You do so much for everyone! 

 
 

 
 

Grace Children to Showcase their Musical Gifts! 
 

 Our very talented and busy Children’s Ministry Team is planning to 

“showcase” the musical gifts of our children on December 4th at 6pm in the 

sanctuary.  The children will delight us by ringing “Angels We Have Heard 

on High” with their bells, followed by singing “Away in a Manger,” and then 

concluding with a liturgical dance to “O Come All Ye Faithful”!  Please come 

and support our wonderful Grace kids as they help focus our attention on 

Christmas worship.  This evening promises to honor the most cherished gift 

ever given through the musical gifts of children.  We hope you can join us!  

You will certainly be blessed! 

 We want to sincerely thank our MCF/Sonshiners leadership team 

and especially Sally Summers and April Glenn for teaching our children how 

to lead Christmas worship! 



 

 
Chancel Choir  

 

Wed., Dec.   4 – 9:30am 
Wed., Dec.   7 – 6:30pm 
 Christmas Dinner at the 
 home of Mary Jane and  
 Jim Cunningham  

 
 
 

Bells of Grace 
 

Sun., Dec. 11 5:45 PM 
Sun., Dec. 18 9:30 AM 

Bells will play for the 11am 
worship service. 

 
Christmas Cantata 

December 4
th

  
 

 The Grace Chancel Choir 
will present “The Christmas Light” 
arr.  by Patrick M. Liebergen on 
Sunday, December 4th during the 
morning worship service.    The 
musical texts and dramatic 
narrative remind us of the hope, peace, joy, and love 
associated with the Advent season and of the coming 
of God’s light on Christmas day.  The masterwork 
choruses and duet are selected from the works of J. 
M. Haydn, Mendelssohn, Mozart, Praetorius, and 
Schubert and arranged from the Christmas carol 
melodies of Gruber, Handel, Mendelssohn, and 
Wade.  The dramatic narrative is drawn from biblical 
passages.  Be sure to mark this date on your 
calendar now, and invite your family and friends for 
this special Christmas musical celebration! 

New Prayer Group Formed  
 

 A women's prayer group, WOW (Women of the Word), is meeting 
Wednesday mornings  at 10:00 am in the parlor. We gather for a short time 
of sharing Scripture, prayer requests, and prayer. We invite anyone who is 
interested to join us. We do not keep a record of attendance, just come when you can.  
 After the first of the year we will begin a Bible study based on the movie "War Room". The date will 
be announced later. This study on the power of prayer will consist of five sessions, including clips from the 
movie and Scripture lessons. Watch for further information! 

 

 
  
 
  

 
SPRC Hires 

New  
Youth Leader

  
 The SPRC think 
they  have hit a home run 
by having Zach 

Staniewicz join our team at Grace. We are excited that he 
will be working with our young people and I know they will 
certainly enjoy him. Our prayers go with him on his new 
challenge.  

   Thanks from the SPRC , Jerry 
Tuesday, Dec. 6th @ 6:30 PM 

Grace Methodist Church 

201 South Church Street 



 

Providence Place, PA: Catherine Cooksey 

Heartland Residential: Raye Hellams, 

    Betty Lidkea,  

    Mary Jo Rogers 

Heartland Nursing:   Ruth Gregory 

Because We Care  
 

 

   December   

  3 Melodi Gault   
 

 4 Mike Zimmerman 
 

 9 Ralph Greer 
  

 10 Harriett Berry, Sue Keith 
 

 12 Mallory McGee 
 

 13 Nell Hart 
 

 14 Audrey Ham, Toccoa Switzer  

  Jan Thompson 
  

 15 Will Balkum, Lisbeth Kelly  
 

  17 Mary James, Destiney Vanderford 
   

 18 Anne Hames 
 

 19 Kathy Arnold  
 

 20 Reagan Turner 
 

 21 Tommy Lawson, Paul Wilkes, IV 
 

 25 Allie Owens, Doris Russell,  

  Sharrie Wallace 
 

 27 Amber Ivey 
 

 29 Jennings King 
 

 31 Cooper Turner, Missy Wilkes 

 We are deeply 

appreciative for all the recent 

newsletter submissions.  

Please be encouraged to 

continue this trend!  It takes all 

of us working together to have the best possible 

newsletter.  Deadline for the January Grace 

Messenger will be December 21st . 

 O God, our times are in Your hand: 

Look with favor, we pray, on Your 

servants  who have birthdays this month 

as they begin another year. Grant 

that they may grow in wisdom and grace, 

and strengthen their trust in Your 

goodness all the days of their life; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

 

 

.Children’s Ministry  
Volunteers Needed!!! 

  

 Take one moment and 

imagine Grace without 

children!  Grace’s children are 

the future of our church!  

Please prayerfully consider 

investing in Grace’s future by 

volunteering for our Children’s 

Ministry Teams.  Help is 

needed in Sunday School, 

Children’s Church, MCF/Sonshiners, Gyms/Stars, VBS 

and more.  It takes everyone, not just the parents of 

children, to have a vital Children’s Ministry!  Please 

contact the church office today to determine your roll in 

Grace’s future. 

 
December Schedule  

 

No Young At Heart 
No Church Council  

No Family Night Supper 



  

 Do you have high cholesterol or 
high blood pressure? Have members of 
your family suffered from these 
ailments? Do you have a poor diet? If 
you answer “yes” to any of these questions, you may want to consider being screened  through the services of 
Life Line Screening. Life Line Screening uses ultrasound technology to view the plaque build up in your carotid 
arteries, the main arteries that carry blood to the brain. Blockages in these arteries are a leading cause of 
stroke. We are pleased to host this Life Line Screening event on 1/24/2017 at Grace United Methodist Church.  
Register for a Wellness Package which includes 4 vascular tests and osteoporosis screening from $149 ($139 
with our member discount). All five screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete.  In order to register for this 
event and to receive a $10 discount off any package priced above $129, please call 1-888-653-6441 or 

visit www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners. 

Secret Santa Needs Your Help 
 

 Secret Santa will be helping 285 children this year . If you have not already 
sponsored a child, please consider this worthy cause by calling Brooke Valentine at 426-
2776 or emailing: graceumc_secretsanta@hotmail.com.    
  
Important dates: 
 Nov. 28 - Dec 2 & Dec 5 – 10:  Gift Drop Off: : 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 

  Parlor Sitters Needed: Mon-Thurs 4:00pm-5:00pm and Fridays 12:00pm-5:00pm 
 

  Gift Movers Needed :  Mon – Fri 5:00pm-6:00pm 

 
 Dec. 11 - Secret Santa Sunday - Members move gifts to sanctuary pews.   
 Dec. 11 - Class Luncheon - Members are asked to contact Brooke or Sheryl if you plan to attend.    
 Dec. 13 - Gift give out day -  8am-2pm.  If you can come by to help even for a short period of time,  
   please let Brooke or Brad know. 

 

No Sunday School 

Service @ 10:30 AM 

Christmas Day

Christmas Eve 

Dec. 24
th
– 7:00 PM

Candlelight Service 

http://www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners
mailto:graceumc_secretsanta@hotmail.com


 

"Learning and Fun at Lake Junaluska Confirmand Weekend!"  



Loyalty Sunday 
  

 Loyalty Sunday on November 13th was an outstanding day for worship!  Afterward, we enjoyed 

a delicious meal catered by Midway.  Everyone did an outstanding job preparing for this event. Those 

of us who were recipients of your acts of service were extremely blessed.  Thank you very much for 

what you have done in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ!!   Pastor David.   



 



 



 

THE GRACE MESSENGER 
Grace United Methodist Church  
201 South. Church Street  
Union, SC   29379   
E-mail: mail@graceunion.org 

 

   APPALACHIAN CHRISTMAS at Lake Junaluska 
 

Christmas Concert Series:   
Friday, December 9 - Handel's Messiah, 7:30 p.m., Stuart Auditorium 
Saturday, December 10 - The Cockman Family in Concert, 2:00 p.m., Stuart Auditorium 
Saturday, December 10 - Point of Grace, 7:30 p.m., Stuart Auditorium 

Book the Appalachian Christmas Package (or Individual concerts. Package includes concert 
tickets, lodging, and meals.) Questions? 800-222-4930 

Sweet Sleeping Christmas Mouse 
This little guy is almost too sweet to eat!  

You will need:  1 Rice Krispie Treat, 1 white Jordan Almond, 2 small marshmallows, 2 
white Smarties candies, 1 red Fruit Roll Up, 4 mini candy canes, 4 cinnamon candies, 
Melted white chocolate or white Candy Melts, Small pink confetti sprinkle, White 
snowflake sprinkles, Black edible marker 

1.     Lay Rice Krispie Treat flat and put 2 small marshmallows in the middle.  
2.     Cover ¾ of the Rice Krispie treat with the Fruit Roll Up on top and trim with kitchen shears. 
3.     Draw eyes on the Jordan Almond with an edible black marker.  Attach pink confetti on the tip of the  
 almond using a toothpick with melted white chocolate.  Add almond head and 2 white Smarties for  
 ears and secure with melted white chocolate 
4.     Cut the curved ends off of candy canes and attach with melted white chocolate to each corner of the  
 Rice Krispie Treat.  Top each candy cane with a cinnamon candy. Next add snowflake sprinkles to  
 the blanket, secure with melted white chocolate. 

mailto:mail@graceunion.org
http://www.lakejunaluska.com/specials_packages/holiday_packages/christmas/
http://www.lakejunaluska.com/specials_packages/holiday_packages/christmas/

