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     After my Grandmother passed away, Daddy inherited what we called, “The Old Homeplace.”   
The house was built by my grandfather in 1902.  It was a big, old house that had never seen a paint 
brush and was covered with a tin roof.  As Daddy was preparing for retirement, there were several 
things we had to do to get the old house ready to live in again.  We began renovations and also found 
that the old well needed some attention.   It was situated twelve feet from the corner of the house and 
was thirty-six inches in diameter and 64 feet deep.  I remember standing by the well many times with 
a small rock, dropping it and waiting for the “ker-plush” sound when it hit the water.  Looking into 
the well it seemed so deep and the water at the bottom always showed signs of movement because of 
the stream that was constantly flowing.  It always fascinated me. 
     Another interesting fact was my grandfather and some helpers hand dug the well in the late 1890’s.  
They dug it with picks, shovels, hammers, and chisels so they could have fresh water.  Talking about 
amazing! 

     Through the seventy plus years, lots of rainwater, and red clay of the area, had seeped into the well through a small 
opening at ground level.  To prepare for it’s use again, the walls of the well needed to be scrubbed and the bottom need-
ed to be cleaned out.  Now, for those of you who did not know my daddy, he was known as “He Fix It.”  He was always 
cost conscious and could figure many ways to save.  As he conferred with his brother and the rest of us, the decision was 
made to use a strong pump and pump the well as dry as possible.  As this was taking place a large windless was made 
with a long handle and positioned above the well opening.  Then the big question, “Who would be the lucky one to be 
lowered into the well and clean it???”  There are times when being the youngest and smallest IS NOT an advantage.  
Guess who was nominated and elected?   
     I am not sure how to describe what was about to occur, but I do remember “scared” was only one of many feelings.  
After much assurance and despite my brother’s smirks, I sat on the narrow board for a seat, scrub brush in one hand and 
garden pipe in the other and was lowered into the well.  It was not bad at the start but the lower I went the smaller the 
opening became.  After what seemed like an eternity, I reached the bottom and it was time to stand up and scrape out the 
mud and all those little rocks I dropped in through the years.  I scooped the stuff and put it in the bucket, they hoisted it 
out and lowered it back down.  It was mucky, cold and I was extremely uneasy standing in the bottom.  For a kid with an 
overactive mind, the unknowns raced in my mind.  Snakes? Spiders?  I think you get the picture.  Looking up, the open-
ing seemed miles away and about the size of a dime.  It was not the most delightful place to be!  After all the work was 
completed, yes, they hoisted me up, and I was able to stand on firm ground again.  Now why do I tell you this story? 
     It does not take a rocket scientist to realize that we live in some very strange and uneasy times.  Consider this passage 
from Psalm 40:1-2: “I waited patiently for the Lord; he turned to me and heard my cry. 2 He lifted me out of the slimy 
pit, out of the mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand.” 
     Reading the words of King David in this Psalm should give us all hope and encouragement.  If David had such mo-
ments of despair, then we must know that our feelings of being trapped in a pit of miry clay are not unknown to our 
Lord.  Jesus knew how David felt, and He knows how we feel.  The Lord hears our cries, the Lord inclines His ear to 
listen to us, and He will not only lift us up, but will lead us out.  The key is to trust Him to do so.  We must believe that 
the Lord is going to rescue us because we cannot do it in our own strength. Trying to climb our way out of the darkness 
is exhausting and depressing.  And sometimes it is in that darkest moment, when we sense a hand reaching down, pick-
ing us up and setting our feet back on the rock.  We did not need to try; we just needed to surrender our fears to the 
Lord. 
     Where are we today?  Are we in the “horrible pit” or “upon a rock”?  Regardless of the place we find ourselves, we 
need to always know that the Lord is right there with us.  He is the only way out of the pit, and He is the only one Who 
can establish our steps in the right direction.  
     My friends, let’s pray today that we can trust Jesus with all our hearts, souls, minds and strength for all our needs, 
and that in trusting Him, we can wait patiently for His perfect timing to set us upon the solid rock.   
     My time in the old well reminds me of how we must trust, because I could not get out of the well on my own.  I had 
to trust others.  How much greater can we trust our wonderful Lord Jesus Christ to pull us out of the pits in which we 
find ourselves?  May we accept God’s awesome grace and peace that surrounds us each and every day, Pastor David.  
 



 

 

Offering Report as of :    

2020 Budget:                                                                          

Needed for 2020 Budget YTD:            

Budget Rec’d YTD:                       

Surplus/Deficit YTD:      

Weekly Offering Needed:                   

Offering Rec’d Last Week :                      

    
Please put Grace as a priority in your financial planning.   
Our combined gifts keep the Church’s mission alive and 
growing.  Thank you so much!!  

  Sincerely, Pastor David 
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Stewardship  

Report 2020 

  No Meeting until    

  September 
 

  No Meeting until     
  September 
 

  No Meeting until September 

 

 

July, 26, 2020 

379,325.00 

218,841.35 

195,198.16 

-23,643.19 

7,294.71 

13,800.00 
  

 

 

 

GRACE 

UMW 

CIRCLES 

There are two ways to continue  

tithing during this time: mail to  

the church or use Vanco (Grace UMC 

QR Code for online giving on left) 

Tithing During  

COVID-19 Closure 

     Until we know for sure what to expect for gather-

ings of this sort, we will refrain from having a Young 

at Heart luncheon during the Summer. Any infor-

mation regarding restarting the YAH luncheons will 

be passed on to all of our YAHs... Until then, YAH’s, 

stay safe, stay at home as much as is possible, and 

use proper precautions. We hope to see you at the 

next luncheon once decided upon.  

 
 

 

     We would like to thank 

all of those who have so 

graciously continued to 

send in their offerings each week. Even though we are not 

having services, our obligations continue. If you have not 

mailed your offerings in, please do so. Our mailing ad-

dress is: 201 S. Church Street. I am sure we all want to do 

our part in seeing that Grace’s obligations are taken care 

of. May God bless each one of you.! 

     We have been unable to 

have a Family Night Supper 

since Grace closed due to the 

pandemic, but we will resume 

once Grace has determined a 

date to begin opening back 

up. Safety will still be foremost 

on the list! 

Family Night Supper 
Update 

 

Virtual Group 

Meetings 

Via ZOOM 

     Dale Goff is making it possible for your circle meet-

ings, Bible study, committee meetings, etc., to re-

sume again virtually through the ZOOM site. If you’d 

like to get back together again, the ZOOM site allows 

you to via live video. All you need is a PC or smart 

phone, email addresses, and when your meetings will 

occur. To get started via Zoom just get in touch with 

Dale Goff at goffd@bellsouth.net  or call her at 864-

426-2037  and she will set up your virtual meeting. 

This is a great way for us to get back together. It’s a 

“New Norm”, at least for now. If you’d like to start 

something new, Dale is ready to set you up. Consider 

the possibilities. Take the initiative, and get back to-

gether. Circle leaders, Sunday School leaders, com-

mittee chairs, etc., just give Dale a call or email and 

she will tell you all about it. Although we may be sort 

of separated physically, there is no reason why we 

can’t be together virtually! Give it a try! 



 

 

 

A Beautiful Rug for Our Children’s Classroom 

     A special “THANK YOU” goes out to John and Lisa Robbins for their generous dona-

tion of a beautiful rug to be used in our children’s Sun-

day School/Sonshiners classroom. The children will now 

be able to enjoy sitting comfortably on the rug to watch 

videos supplementing the lessons or to participate in 

follow up activities. Your thoughtfulness is most appreci-

ated! Also thanks go to Bob Love and Glenn Hibbard for 

delivering the rug and placing it in the classroom. 

  

Thank you, Doug and 
Freada, for showing 

Pastor David is  

Always Available 

     During this unusual time, with our church buildings closed due 

to the pandemic, we still need to focus on the here and now. The 

buildings may be shut, but the church isn’t. Anytime you have a 

need to talk, a personal problem, the loss of a loved one, or the 

resources your pastor has to help you out, he is there. If you need 

to discuss church related matters, he is there. Grace is not a phys-

ical stone building, it is the congregation, families, staff, and    

Pastor. It is anyone who loves God 24/7. You can count on Pastor 

David at any time of day or night. He’ll talk with you or be there. 

Next time you find yourself in doubt or worried about something 

or have some news to share, just give Pastor David a call at: 803-

480-2153 or 864-427-1266.  He’ll be waiting! 

     The Community Prayer Meeting will not be held in 
August due to the continued increasing numbers of 
COVID-19 cases in Union County. Please take time on 
August 6th - and every day - to pray. Our nation is in a 
great need of prayer. As always, the greatest need is for 
revival in the churches and salvation for the lost. Pray for 
direction and strength for our pastors and church leaders 
in these difficult times. Pray for an end to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Pray for those who have the virus and the 
healthcare workers exposed to it. Pray for those suffer-
ing spiritually and emotionally. We need to pray for our 
law enforcers to be just, fair, and capable. Pray that God 
gives our nation’s leaders wisdom and courage to know 
and do what’s needed and what’s right. Pray for all who 
serve in harm’s way, that they stay safe. In all things, let 
us praise God and give thanks for all blessings of grace 
and love God gives us day by day. 
                                    Grace and Peace, Sanders Read 

August Community Prayer 

Meeting at the  

USC-U Gazebo 



     Grace Chancel Choir and Bells of Grace will continue 

to be off for the remainder of the Summer and until it’s 

deemed safe to return to normal. Restarting this Fall still 

remains undecided. 

 

Chancel Choir  

And Bells of 

 Grace 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Because We Care  
 

August  
   

 11 Rick Matthews 
 

 12 Neely H. 

       Bowden 
 

 14 John Flynn  
 

 15 Russell Caston, 
   

 17 Brenda Farr,  Margie  

       Ruff 
 

 22 Libby Sailors, Trip Sheorn 
 

 23 Caroline Lawson 
  

 25  Toni Greer, Joey Nichols  
 

 26 Ben Dunbar 
 

 27 Jeanette Galloway 
 

 28 Jack James, JoAnn Mason,  

  Cathy Staniewicz  

  

Newsletter Info 
  

We are deeply appreciative for all the 

recent newsletter submissions. We’re 

always looking for more information about Grace as a 

whole. If you have anything relating to Grace, please 

take a moment to jot it down for us or make a phone 

call to the church office. It takes all of us working 

together to have the best possible newsletter.  

Deadline for the September Grace Messenger will 

be August 19th . 

 

 

 
 

Heartland:                    Mary Jo Rogers 

                     John Flynn                                                      

Ellen Sagar:        Bernard Bishop 

Summit Hills, Sptbg:    Elwood Eason 

White Oak, Sptbg.:      Dr. Bob Kincheloe 

White Oak Rehab:       Barbara Rippy 

Home:                          Harold Simmons 

          Ruth Roof 

Cumberland Village,  

Aiken:         Johnny and Carolyn Turner 

Inverness, Sptbg: Hazel Howell 

From the 

Church 

Mouse 

Recent Church  

Re-Opening  

Decisions 

     We are all still “stuck” in the middle of the COVID-19 

pandemic and, as such, with the upward direction it has 

taken recently in Union County, our church leaders and 

Pastor David have deemed it a wise decision to stay 

closed through August. There is hope we may begin in 

the sanctuary for Sunday morning worship services in 

mid September. Please keep your prayers lifted for the 

pandemic to show signs of fading and for the health and 

welfare of all our church members, officers, personnel, 

and Pastor David and Sherry. If you need further infor-

mation or have questions, please give Pastor David a call 

at 803-480-2153. 



 Please 

Protect 

Yourself! 
 

Cover your 

mouth and 

nose with a 

cloth face 

mask 

whenever 

you go out in public. 

See, We did! 
Nicole Harmon, Abbie Valentine, and 

Sheryl Price 

 

Allison and Brandon Gardner 
President 

Brooke Valentine 
Treasurer 

REGISTRATION for the BOO RUN is officially open!!!  
 

Saturday, October 31, 2020 at 9 AM at Limestone College, Gaffney, SC 
Public Invited · Hosted by Judd’s Legacy - Itching For Awareness  

 

Start your Halloween morning off with a 5k walk/run full of fun and creative costumes in Gaffney’s historical down-
town. If you missed this event last year, you really missed a good time! And if you joined in the fun last year, we 
can’t wait to see you back this year!  
 

The Boo Run is hosted by Judd's Legacy and is a 5k in Gaffney, SC. All proceeds from the event go to Judd's Lega-
cy, a non profit organization that raises awareness of Intrahepatic Cholestasis of Pregnancy. The run will be held on 
Halloween morning, and organizers encourage participants to come dressed in their best costume. Awards are pro-
vided to both male and female race winners and an award is given for the best costume. The race is held in down-
town Gaffney, near Limestone University. The route is well marked along the historic area, with water stations along 
the route. This race is a family oriented event and all ages are welcome to attend. With the current COVID-19 Pan-
demic, there is a possibility that the race will go "virtual." If this is determined by organizers, dates will be set for pick 
up stations for participants to obtain their tee shirt, race day packet, and medal. Updates on the event being held on 
site or going virtual can be found on Judd's Legacy Facebook page.  
 

**see details in event for possibility of a virtual run due to COVID-19  
#juddslegacy #icpawareness #itchingforawareness #fighttheitch #501c3nonprofit  
 

*Grace United Methodist Church is an avid sponsor of Judd’s Legacy. If you’d wish to make a donation, 
please mail to: Grace at 201 S. Church Street, Union, SC 29379 or to Brooke at 350 Mt. Vernon Road, 
Union, SC 29379. Please use Judd’s Legacy-ICP Awareness and not Grace UMC. Thank You. . . 

Tickets: runsignup.com  

https://www.facebook.com/Judds-Legacy-Itching-For-Awareness-291119298214934/
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/juddslegacy?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUbpRUhvfqFJoz6-uj3b9IQJMEWX6_FFE_gJELFqCQ2koSSjYBIQuKxxuaLGv37iQf8z89lc-a60avD1anZMxEzt6EWir30LbjFQiPW6FuB4EwQXK17dO6n1a5F4QrBMrzaEM3bHh1iC5OkP6lMj5gDMbauf3UwUaugno0_bMiblA&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/juddslegacy?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUbpRUhvfqFJoz6-uj3b9IQJMEWX6_FFE_gJELFqCQ2koSSjYBIQuKxxuaLGv37iQf8z89lc-a60avD1anZMxEzt6EWir30LbjFQiPW6FuB4EwQXK17dO6n1a5F4QrBMrzaEM3bHh1iC5OkP6lMj5gDMbauf3UwUaugno0_bMiblA&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/icpawareness?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUbpRUhvfqFJoz6-uj3b9IQJMEWX6_FFE_gJELFqCQ2koSSjYBIQuKxxuaLGv37iQf8z89lc-a60avD1anZMxEzt6EWir30LbjFQiPW6FuB4EwQXK17dO6n1a5F4QrBMrzaEM3bHh1iC5OkP6lMj5gDMbauf3UwUaugno0_bMiblA&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/itchingforawareness?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUbpRUhvfqFJoz6-uj3b9IQJMEWX6_FFE_gJELFqCQ2koSSjYBIQuKxxuaLGv37iQf8z89lc-a60avD1anZMxEzt6EWir30LbjFQiPW6FuB4EwQXK17dO6n1a5F4QrBMrzaEM3bHh1iC5OkP6lMj5gDMbauf3UwUaugno0_bMiblA&__tn__
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/fighttheitch?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUbpRUhvfqFJoz6-uj3b9IQJMEWX6_FFE_gJELFqCQ2koSSjYBIQuKxxuaLGv37iQf8z89lc-a60avD1anZMxEzt6EWir30LbjFQiPW6FuB4EwQXK17dO6n1a5F4QrBMrzaEM3bHh1iC5OkP6lMj5gDMbauf3UwUaugno0_bMiblA&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/501c3nonprofit?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUbpRUhvfqFJoz6-uj3b9IQJMEWX6_FFE_gJELFqCQ2koSSjYBIQuKxxuaLGv37iQf8z89lc-a60avD1anZMxEzt6EWir30LbjFQiPW6FuB4EwQXK17dO6n1a5F4QrBMrzaEM3bHh1iC5OkP6lMj5gDMbauf3UwUaugno0_bMiblA&__tn__=*NK-


Grant just completed his Sopho-
more year at Presbyterian Col-
lege.  He made the Dean’s list for 
the Spring semester and will re-
turn this Fall to continue work 
towards his degree in Political 
Science with a Pre-Law Mi-
nor.  He loves his time spent at 
PC! Grant’s mother is Kim Harris 
and his grandmother is Darla 
Love. 

  

Jacob 

Robbins 

Jacob is in the Army and has 
completed Captain Career 
Course. He will advance to the 
rank of Captain in Sep-
tember. He is stationed 
at Fort Benning, Geor-
gia. Jacob is the son of 
John and Lisa Robbins. 
He has a younger sister, 
Alexa. 

Grace wishes to thank 
Jacob for his service 

to our country. 

Jack  
James 

Abbie will be returning to Newberry 
College for her senior year. She is a 
member of the Newberry Softball Team 
and is a catcher/outfielder. Her major is 
Exercise Science with a minor in 
Coaching. She plans to further her ed-
ucation after Newberry and obtain a 
Doctorate in Physical Therapy. This 
summer she had the opportunity to 
intern at Austin Rehab of Union. She is 
the daughter of Brad and Brooke Val-
entine. Her grandparents are Rusty 
and Sheryl Price and Neil and the late 
Jane Valentine. Her great-grand par-
ents are Donna Kell and the late Bill 
Kell.  

Jack has completed his second year 
at Clemson University and is major-
ing in history with minors in legal law        
and political science.  During the 
past year, Jack has been involved 
with the Tau Kappa Epsilon Frater-
nity in which he serves as Vice 
President. Jack is an honor student 
and has been selected to join sever-
al honor societies for academic dis-
ciplines. In the future, Jack plans to 
attend law school.  He is the son of 
John and Michelle James, and the 
grandson of Dr. Stan and Mary 
James and Billy Jack and Kathryn   
Moore.   

Jay graduated from Presbyterian 
College in 2019 with a degree in 
Business Administration. He is 
currently working in Myrtle Beach 
and is enjoying the sun and the 
sand. He’s shown with his moth-
er, Susan, on a biking adventure. 
His parents are 
Jaime and Susan 
Cunningham.  

 

Bailey is a student at Converse 
College. She is majoring in Early 
Childhood Education and is cur-
rently deciding on another major 
or minor. She made the Dean’s 
List both semesters last year and 
was also inducted into Alpha 
Lambda Delta National Honor 
Society. She is the daughter of 
Jamie and Donna Long. She has 
three brothers, Charlie, Will, and 
Patrick. The family celebrated 
the triplets’ 20th birthday social 
distancing style on top of a 
mountain in Sevierville, TN. 



Ryleigh has been enjoying 
her summer playing outside, 
reading books, and going to 
the beach twice!  She contin-
ues to go see "Ms. Sydney" 
each Thursday for Speech 
and is talking non-stop now.  
She misses seeing everyone 
at church but enjoys 
"watching church" (as she 
says) with us on Sundays. 
Ryleigh is the daughter of 
Harrison Kelly and the grand-
daughter of Charlie and  
                          Lisbeth Kelly. 

Greyson just completed the sev-
enth grade in honors classes at 
Sims Middle School where he 
played outside linebacker and 
wide receiver on the football team, 
third base on the baseball team, 
and wrestled on the JV team.  He 
will be in the eighth grade this year 
at Sims Middle School.  He has 
two brothers, Sebastian and Quin-
ton.  His parents are Paul and 
Missy Wilkes. Buddy and Jane 
Wilkes are his grandparents. 

Julia was in the 11th grade at 
UCHS where she was in Drama 
GT, National Honor Society, 
Junior Civitan, Interact, and 
number five singles on the ten-
nis team. She will be a senior at 
UCHS this year. She has one 
sister, Reid. Julia’s parents are 
Julie Wilkes Bailey and Andy 
Bailey. Her grandparents are 
Buddy and Jane Wilkes. 

Reid graduated Summa 
Cum Laude from USC 
Upstate in May 2020 and 
will be teaching third 
grade at Monarch Ele-
mentary School. She has 
one sister, Julia. Julie 
Wilkes Bailey and Andy 
Bailey are her parents 
and her grandparents 
are Buddy and Jane  
            Wilkes. 
 

Charlie is a student at the Uni-
versity of South Carolina Up-
state. He will graduate in De-
cember with a degree in busi-
ness. Jamie and 
Donna Long are 
his parents. He 
has three siblings, 
Will, Bailey, and 
Patrick Long. 

Will attends Spartanburg Commu-
nity College. He is majoring in 
mechatronics and electrical engi-
neering. He made the Dean’s List 
both semesters 
last year. His 
parents are Ja-
mie and Donna 
Long and he has 
three siblings, 
Charlie, Bailey, 
and Patrick. 



 

Great news 

About 

Johnny and Carolyn Turner 

On Saturday, July 4, 2020, 11:54:55 AM EDT, Melodi <melgault@charter.net> wrote: 

Hi Sheryl- I had sent a message to check on Johnny and Carolyn and thought you might want to share the updates 
with our church family. I sent what Terri and Linda both sent in case you want to include it.  

Melodi 

Message from Terrie Ellis (daughter): 

I think they are doing amazingly well!  Cumberland Village in Aiken was quarantining just before the big shut 
down.  I drove to SC March 18 and visited with them from their patio.  They were not allowed outside except with 
very special arrangements through this time. I have been to visit on the patio once more since.  Mom has been on 
FaceTime with me fairly often.  We get sweet videos from one of their favorite caregivers! (Johnny’s two photos 
came from this video! He was dancing! Go Johnny, Go Johnny!) They have also both won at Bingo! 

Message from Linda (daughter): 

Hi Melodi, You're sweet to ask. We've been fortunate to have great caregivers/staff at Cumberland keeping them 
safe and entertained. They seem to be weathering it similar to the rest of us, and we'll all be glad when it's over! 
How have you guys been? 

Patrick is a student at Spartanburg 
Community College. He is majoring 
in mechatronics and welding. He 
made Dean’s List last year. Jamie 
and Donna Long are his parents. 
His three siblings are Charlie, Bai-
ley, and Will Long. 

Sebastian just finished the ninth 
grade at UCHS where he was in 
honors classes, and he was on 
the varsity wrestling team.  His 
hobby is playing the guitar . He 
will be in the tenth grade this year 

at UCHS. His parents are 
Paul and Missy 
Wilkes and he has 
two brothers, Grey-
son and Quinton. 

Thomas will begin 4k this year at 
Monarch Elementary School.  His 
hobbies are taking things apart, 
playing with Paw Patrol figures, 
and riding his bike. He has one 

sister, Hazel. 
Tommy and Car-
oline Wilkes Law-
son are his par-
ents and Hazel is 
his big sister. 
 



 Pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world especially:  
Rev. Louis Miller 
Sally Atwater 
Barbara Smith 
Jim Maness 
Kay Goodman (Brenda Childers’ niece) 
Stan and Mary James 
Randall Smith (friend of Brooke Valentine) 
Trip Sheorn 
Janie Willard Brown (multiple myeloma) 
Susan McAbee (CA) 
Bob Love (treatments) 
Allen Davis 
Beckett Driggers (nephew of Ashley and Jason Turner) 
Toni and Regenia Greer 
Zach Staniewicz (deployed overseas to Qatar) 
Jennifer Small Gregory (CA lungs) 
Barbara Rippy (White Oak at North Grove, Room 209) 
Ruth and James Roof (home) 
Marilyn Stoddard (post breast CA treatments) 
Jim and Dolly (Willard – childhood member of Grace) Pittman 
Dwight Smith (stem cell replacement - Ann Macon (Flynn) Smith’s husband) 
Jan Jackson (pancreatic CA – friend and former church member of David and Sherry Bauknight) 
1Lt. Jacob Robbins (military service) 
Daisy Crater (thyroid CA – sister of Tommy and Janet Sherbert’s son-in-law Fox Crater) 
Peggy Langley 
Laura Poole Wiggers (breast CA, post treatments – Dr. Rick Poole and Rosa Seay’s daughter) 
JoAnne Mason (heart) 
Anne Melton (COVID-19 – Linda Cassels’ mother) 
Drew and Sean Smith (expecting) 
Paul Phillips (liver transplant and now home – Cindy Phillips’ husband) 
Mike Kicidis (recovering from COVID-19 – Larry Goff’s friend) 
Sanders Read (ear tumor surgery on July 31, 2020) 
Charles Whitaker (recovering and doing well from COVID-19) 
Tony Vermillion (both knee replacement surgery) 
Susan Thompson Harvey (passing of her husband, Walt) 
Mark Grose (3 + cases of COVID-19 in Federal Prison he works at – Cindy Cunningham Grose’s husband and Jim and 

Mary Jane Cunningham’s son-in-law) 
Patsy Mc Connell (health issues – Lisbeth Kelly’s aunt) 
Clark and Joseph Beavans (recovering from COVID-19),  
David Love (health issues – Bob Love’s brother) 
Sammy Harter (recovering from COVID-19 - Barbara Rippy’s nephew) 
Maggie Beth Betenbaugh (in hospitable with kidney condition and on dialysis - Donnie and Crystal Betenbaugh’s 

daughter and Abbie Valentine’s UCHS Softball friend Bailey’s sister) 
Ron Fleming (per Barbara Rippy) 
Michelle Helton (recurring bone cancer for at least the third time with biopsy, surgery on August 7, 2020 – Brooke  
      Valentine’s friend) 
Allison and Brandon Gardner (expecting very soon and doing well) 
Donna Long (eye surgery) 
And all unspoken requests.   

Please keep in prayer the families of:  
Jane Bishop, Tommy Bishop’s mother, who passed away on Wednesday, March 18, 2020, at Ellen Sagar Nursing Home 
Linda Thomas, Preston Thomas’ wife, who passed away on Monday, March 23, 2020 
Dr. Mike Mahan, Nancy’s husband, who passed away on May 11, 2020 
George “Pudge” Tate, Mary Finley’s son-in-law, who passed away in June 
Holly Lawson, Joan and Stanley “Bud” Lawson’s daughter, who passed away on March 13, 2020 
Walt Harvey, Susan Thompson Harvey’s husband and Lisbeth Kelly’s father and Charlie Kelly’s father-in-law, who 

passed away on June 27, 2020 
Ted Clyburn, Episcopalian and friend of Tommy Bishop, who passed away on June 28, 2020, in Lexington, SC 
Ginger Walker Buchanan, daughter of Virginia Walker and Lindsey Buchanan Weaver’s mother, passed away on June 

30, 2020 
Matt McCurry’s father, Matt is a friend from Knoxville of Bob Love’s, who passed away early in July 
George Everette Crafts, IV, son of Everette and Glenda Crafts, who passed away on July 9, 2020 
Anthony “Tony” Mark Hodge, Linda Hodge’s son and Jim and Mary Jane Cunningham’s friend, who passed away on 

July 23, 2020. 
 

March 16 through July 31 



 

  

 
 
 

      

 

 

Grace’s Prayer 

Requests 

     In an effort to keep as up-to-date as possi-

ble regarding any prayer requests, please keep 

Grace informed by letting Pastor David know 

and sending the church an email at mail@ 

graceunion.org or by texting Sheryl at 864-426-

2123. There are many names on the list that 

we have no information on. If you notice a 

name that is no longer in need of our special 

prayers (as always, we pray for all everyday), 

please get in touch with the church. I thank you 

so much for this continuing ministry. We all 

need prayers, just some need prayers more 

than others.                       God bless, Sheryl 

E-Mail Ministry 

     In an attempt to reach as 

many church members as 

possible on a daily basis, 

please send in your e-mail address(es) if we do 

not already have one for you. Our current situ-

ation makes using e-mail a way to stay in 

touch. It is hoped that you enjoy the daily Bish-

op’s prayer and added messages, stories, infor-

mation, or YouTube videos. Right now we need 

to stay in touch more than ever.   

Dr. Philip Keith Involved With Unique COVID-19 Treatment 

     Dr. Philip Keith is the son of Dr. David and Sue Keith. He is a Union native and former Grace 
UMC member who, after graduating from Union High School, continued his education at Limestone 
College in Gaffney, South Carolina, and graduated summa cum laude. He went on to earn his med-
ical degree from the University of South Carolina School of Medicine in Columbia. He completed 
his internal medicine residency at Palmetto Health Richland in Columbia, South Carolina, serving 
as chief resident. He then completed a critical-care medicine fellowship at Wake Forest University 
Baptist Medical Center in Winston-Salem, North Carolina. Prior to joining Lexington Medical Center 
(LMC) in Lexington, South Carolina, he served as an intensivist at Salem Chest Specialists at For-
syth Medical Center in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, providing comprehensive care to critically ill 

patients. Now at LMC, he has joined with other doctors in treating gravely ill patients with an old 
treatment sometimes used for other life-threatening infections: therapeutic plasma exchange which 

relies on blood donations from healthy donors with no need to have had the virus. This new blood is filtered in through a 
catheter in the groin or neck over the course of three days to remove the tainted blood. Initially, eight patients with severe 
COVID-19 were treated with five fully recovering, two improving but later succumbing to a second wave of the virus, and 
the eighth patient still recuperating as of May 12. Dr. Keith, Dr. Matthew Day, and CMO Dr. Brent Powers authorized an 
editorial for a critical care journal about their possibility that this treatment could work for life-threatening COVID-19 infec-
tions. Since being published on April 2, doctors and researchers from across the country have reached out to them to 
collaborate. They are planning to begin trials to see if this plasma exchange is truly effective. In the meantime, Dr. Keith 
says the virus should be taken seriously and we need to be cautious. He and his wife, Harmony, have three children,  
Jacob, Amaya, and Isaiah. 

Philip Keith, MD 
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God’s Song 
Wishing to encourage her young son's progress on the piano, a mother took her boy to a Paderewski concert. After 
they were seated, the mother spotted a friend in the audience and walked down the aisle to greet her. Seizing the 
opportunity to explore the wonders of the concert hall, the little boy rose and eventually explored his way through 
a door marked "NO ADMITTANCE." 

When the house lights dimmed and the concert was about to begin, the mother returned to her seat and discovered 
that the child was missing. 

Suddenly, the curtains parted and spotlights focused on the impressive Steinway on stage. In horror, the mother 
saw her little boy was sitting at the keyboard, innocently picking out "Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star." At that mo-
ment, the great piano master made his entrance, quickly moved to the piano, and whispered in the boy's ear, "Don't 
quit. Keep playing." 

Then, leaning over, Paderewski reached down with his left hand and began filling in a bass part. Soon, his right 
arm reached around to the other side of the child and he added a running obligato. Together, the old master and the 
young novice transformed a frightening situation into a wonderfully creative experience. The audience was so 
mesmerized that they couldn't recall what else the great master played - only the classic "Twinkle, Twinkle Little 
Star." 

That's the way it is with God. What we can accomplish on our own is hardly noteworthy. We try our best, but the 
results aren't exactly graceful flowing music. However, with the hand of the Master, our life's work truly can be 
beautiful. Next time you set out to accomplish great feats, listen carefully. You can hear the voice of the Master, 
whispering in your ear, "Don't quit. Keep playing." 

Feel His loving arms around you. Know that His strong hands are there helping you turn your feeble attempts into 
true masterpieces. God doesn't call the equipped; He equips the called, and He'll always be there to love and guide 
you on to great things. 

mailto:mail@graceunion.org

