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From the Pastor  

 
Productivity Without Passion (Rev. 2:1-7)  

 

 Imagine a marriage in which the husband dutifully earns a living to pay his family’s 

bills, takes care of the house and cars, and sees that his family has the clothing and other 

things they need.  Yet he has lost all tenderness and passion for his wife.  Is this a healthy 

marital relationship? 

 Productivity without passion…just as the partners in a marriage can lose their 

passion for one another and yet carry on, a similar situation can occur in relationships 

between believers and God.  In fact, the church of Ephesus had fallen into this very trap.  

Jesus noted that this church had “persevered and … endured hardships for my 

name” (Rev. 2:3).  But, he pointedly added, “you have forsaken the love you had at 

first” (Rev. 2:4). 

 What about you?  When you compare your current relationship with Christ to what it 

was like when you first began following him, are you just as passionate about knowing him, 

being with him and worshiping him as you were then, or do you find yourself busy serving 

him without bothering to further cultivate your relationship with him? 

 Sadly, like a marriage without passion, our relationship with God can go through a 

period during which spiritual passion wanes.  We serve the Lord more out of habit or duty than out 

of a desire to know God more deeply. 

 Consider this possibility: God might occasionally want us to stop doing for him so that we 

can concentrate on being with him and recovering the love we had at first.  Many dry marriages 

have been renewed.  Dry relationships with the Lord can experience renewed passion and vigor as 

well.  Put your relationship with Christ first, then let your service for him follow as a natural 

response. 

Ponderable Questions:  What feelings did you have when you first followed Christ?  What words 

expressed your passion about knowing him then?  How does that compare with your current 

feelings for Christ?  How can you rediscover your “first love” for your Lord and Savior—renew the 

passion and vigor of your relationship with him?  Romans 12: 2 reminds us, 
2 
Do not conform to the 

pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”   Renewing your mind 

means to read your Bible, pray & meditate on the Word.  This is the only way to fall in love with Him 

anew … 

            Pastor David 

August 2015 



GUMCEP News 

 Summer activities will soon come to 

a close and classes will begin for the 2015 – 

2016 school year.  There are still a few 

openings.  Please share our program with 

friends who might be interested.  The 

teachers are very busy getting classrooms ready and 

planning activities for the new year.  We hope everyone 

had a great summer and is ready to begin a new school 

year at GUMCEP.  See you soon!  

 
 

District YAH Fun Day  
 August 5

th 

 

     Each year the Spartanburg 

District hosts an interdenominational program for 

older adults who are young at heart, like to play and 

enjoy Christian fellowship called YAH Fun Day. This 

years’ event will be  August 5th at 8:30am at St. 

James UMC in Spartanburg.  Cost is $12.00 which 

includes lunch; enrollment is limited to the first 300 

registered. 

      Program highlights include a song fest lead by 

Therlon Joyner who is a graduate of North Carolina 

Central University with a BA in music and holds a MS 

Degree from Western Connecticut State University.  

Participants will also enjoy a presentation called 

“Remember When,” by Bob Borom who is a 

“redirected” United Methodist minister and former 

chemical engineer.  This portion of the program 

features songs and stories associated with a lifetime 

of memories.  See you there YAH! 

August Sermon Series 
Five Practices of Grace-Fullness 

 
 
 

Outstanding Report Given  
on Annual Conference 2015 

 

 We offer a great big “thanks” to Jane Wilkes 

for her outstanding report on Annual Conference 

2015.  In less than an hour Jane delivered with 

clarity, conciseness, and even humor the events of 

the five day conference.  Thank you for using your 

extraordinary gifts as a communicator in your role as 

our Conference Lay Delegate! 

 

Offering Report as of                           July 26, 2015 

2015  Budget -                                       $       381,728.00 

Needed for 2015 Budget Y-T-D -            $      212,872.47 

Budget Rec’d Y-T-D -                $      212,608.15 

Surplus/Deficit Y-T-D  -                            $            -264.32 

Weekly Offering Needed  -                   $          7,340.43 

Expenses Y-T-D -                                 $   207,677.71 
  

 Greetings sisters and brothers!  We’re 

beginning August and I urge each of us to consider our 

part in Grace’s budgetary needs.  Pray about making 

an additional gift to ensure the continuation of our 

various ministries.        Sincerely, Pastor David 

Stewardship  

Report   2015 

 



14 Ways Children’s Ministry Benefits The Children 
 

1. It promotes their eternal happiness. I want my kids to find 
indestructible joy in Christ. 

2. It helps them make sense out of life. Only understanding who made 

the world, what went wrong and God’s plan to fix it can explain this 
world we all experience. 

3. It’s their best chance to accept Christ. Research has proven that 

kids tend to be more receptive to the Gospel than any other age 
group. I want my children to have every opportunity to believe in 
Jesus. 

4.  It helps avoid some negative outcomes of sin. Only God’s grace can change our hearts, but knowing the 
consequences of disobeying God is often a wake up call. When children understand the great price that 
Jesus paid for their salvation, they are more likely to stay on the way of the righteous. 

5.  It can help counter balance worldly influences. Everyone knows the harmful influences present in our 
society. Kids need positive influences to tip the scale. 

6. It can help them learn to love others. The 2nd greatest commandment is to love your neighbor. We must 
teach this as a way of life, because it doesn’t comes naturally. 

7. It is something fun to do. Do you know who invented fun? God did. Do you know why? He created it for his 
own glory. While entertainment and fun seeking can become an idol, we should not think God is against fun. 
— Children’s Ministry Tip: As a leader, you should be having fun too. Let the children know that you love 
ministering to them. 

8. It helps kids want to come to church. There is nothing wrong with having a program that appeals to the 
interests of children, especially when it brings more children to hear the Gospel. 

9.  It helps them make new friends. Some of the best friends children will ever make are in the church. 
10. It helps discover and intervene in abusive home situations. This is something we rarely address. But the 

church is often one of the few safe places on Earth for abused children. 
11. It helps children get to know their pastors. One of the best ways for ministers to connect with younger 

families is by working in the children’s programs. 

12. It gives kids meaningful keepsakes. Those VBS and Sunday school crafts often become prized 

possessions. The Bible verses on their keepsakes will remind them of what they have learned for years to 

come. 

13. It gives children special memories. Think back to when you were a child in Sunday school. Can you 

remember a special teacher or event? 

14. It allows them to make friends with adult volunteers in safe context. In our culture child safety is a 

constant concern, and rightly so. But there is still great value in kids finding adult mentors in the church. 

MCF/Sonshiner Fall Planning Meeting 
 

  Our MCF/Sonshiner Fall Planning Meeting is August 9 at 2pm.  
Remember a strong children’s ministry means a strong church!  We look 
forward to seeing everyone there! 

F.L.I.G.H.T. Sunday School Adventure Continues - Shipwrecked Kids! 
 

Hi Kids,  

 Have you ever been shipwrecked?   Do you dare join us and two more castaways, Aaron and Jamie, on 

our next eight week Sunday School adventure?  Will you despair just because we are trapped on an island we 

think is deserted? While there we might just face hunger, weather, something we think is a large bird, and the 

sound of something we can't even see. Will we survive? Will we be rescued? Will Aaron and Jamie ever learn to get 

along? Find out as we learn some valuable lessons from the life of Paul.  Can’t wait to see you there! 

http://ministry-to-children.com/sunday-school-crafts/


 

VBS News  
and Thanks you 

 

    What happens when two 
community churches unite in a 
collaborative VBS ministry effort? 

A huge success, that’s what!!!  “Thank you,” is such a 
small token expression for all the love and selfless 
giving that went into Everest VBS 2015 as 1st Baptist 
and Grace co-operated with Christian charity for the 
common Christian goal of reaching children for Jesus 
Christ.  It was an amazing and gratifying experience 
to see volunteers enjoying the fruits of their service to 
“the least of these my brethren”.  We were deeply 
touched by the appreciation and level of gratitude that 
was expressed from both Grace and 1st Baptist over 
how smoothly the event went.  No ministry is ever 
successful without the dedication of faithful volunteers 
who understand the mission.  Thanks for maintaining 
your positive attitudes and putting others first as we 
ministered together to the mission field right here in 
our own community.  May God richly bless you for 
your part in this precious and meaningful ministry! 

 

 
UM Men of SC 

Receive the Top Annual 
Conference Unit  

of UM Men in the Nation 
 

 On March 5-8, Herman Lightsey, president 
of the SC Conference of UM Men, received the top 
Annual Conference Unit of UM Men in the Nation 
on behalf on UM Men of South Carolina. Dan 
Ramsey, president of the National Association of 
Conference Presidents of UM Men, and Gil Hanke, 
top staff executive of the General Commission on 
UM Men, presented the plaque honoring UM Men 
of South Carolina.  
 UM Men of South Carolina Annual 
Conference host an annual retreat that traditionally 
brings about 500 men, but with a huge leap of faith, 
in 2015, the men moved to a church that formerly 
housed the Gatlin Brothers Theater and more than 
800 people attended that life-changing event. 
Mark your calendars!  The 2016 Men N Ministry 
Weekend is set for Feb. 19th, 20, 21st at Christ 
UMC, Myrtle Beach, SC.  Our Bishop has issued a 
challenge to have 1500 in attendance this year.   

 

Youth News! 
 

 During Vacation Bible School the Grace youth helped in many ways. They stepped up to 
the plate to make sure children found their right crews, rode busses to check off children’s 
names and joined crew leaders to help get the children safely to their Mt. Everest rotation 
stations.  The stations included: Glacier Games, Mountain Meals, Bible Adventures, Imagination 
Station, and Sing and Play!  
 On July 18th several young men and their fathers volunteered Saturday morning to work with Neighbor 
Helping Neighbor to build a ramp and rebuild a back porch for fellow neighbors in need. This has become a great 
opportunity to serve the community and Grace youth would love to encourage anybody who would like to help to 
come out and be a part of this ministry.  Neighbor Helping Neighbor’s  next work day will be August 29th .  If you 
would like to join us, please meet in our parking lot at 8 am. We will be working on two wheel chair ramps. 
 School is right around the corner and so is the busy season for our youth group! We are asking for 
volunteers to prepare simple meals on Sunday nights for the youth. Please contact Preston if you are interested in 
helping out with this opportunity. 
 As school begins, there are also sports, school activities and a great opportunity for ministry! Preston is 
working with Union County High School officials to get involved with the Athletic Department by leading devotions 
and prayers before games and events. Please keep Preston, the school, and all those involved in your prayers as 
this door opens. 
  

Upcoming this Fall…. 
 

1) Youth Sunday Nights will remain at 5-6:30pm this upcoming school year.    
2) Youth Wednesday Nights will remain at 6-7:30pm but is subject to change due to youth schedules and/or  
 attendance. 
3)     We will be moving away from using DVD’s for our lessons and Preston will be presenting lessons from the 
book The Complete New Testament resource for Youth Workers Vol 1. This will be a time of learning, prayer, and 
growth for everyone!  
 It has been a year and two months since I began serving at Grace UMC.  Working with all of you continues 
to be such a blessing.   During this past year, I have learned an incredible amount, and I am excited and look 
forward to what God is doing for our youth and church  this upcoming year! Thank you for your support, service, and 
prayers for the youth ministry!  



 

Providence Place, PA: Catherine Cooksey 

Savannah Grace-Palms, of Mt. Pleasant, SC:     

    Judith Eversman 

NHC, Laurens, SC:  Cornelia Huggins 

Easley, SC:   Eleanor Hawkins 

Heartland Residential: Raye Hellams, 

    Betty Lidkea,  

    Mary Jo Rogers 

Heartland Nursing:   Ruth Gregory, Lib Ruff 

Heartland Rehab:  John Heath 

Ellen Sagar Nursing:   Lib Johns 

Chancel Choir Rehearsals 
 

Wed. Aug. 5
th    

 – 7:30pm 
Wed. Aug. 12

th
 – 7:00pm  

 (no rehearsal) Choir Party at the Love’s 
Wed. Aug. 19

th
 – 7:30pm  

Wed. Aug. 26
th
 – 7:30pm 

 

Chancel Choir Party 

 The Chancel Choir will have a “back to 
choir” cookout  party at the Love’s home (298 
Senate St.) on Wednesday, August 12

th
 at 

7:00pm.  The meat will be provided, so please bring 
your favorite dishes to share with the group! 

Because We Care 

 

 

 

 

August  

 2  Jeannie Greene 

 3  Barbara Eason 

11 Rick Matthews 

12 Neely Kelly 

14 John Flynn 

15 Russell Caston, Peyton Ivey 

17 Margie Ruff 

21 Bill Kell 

22 Libby Sailors, Trip Sheorn 

23 Caroline Lawson 

25 Toni Greer, Joey Nichols 

26 Ben Dunbar 

27 Jeannette Galloway 

28 Jack James, JoAnn Mason,  

   Cathy Staniewicz 

 

 
 
 
 

Christian Education/Promotion Day 
Program 

 August 23
rd

 at 9:30  
 

 We want to make sure that everyone is 
invited and encouraged to attend Christian 
Education/Promotion Day on August 23rd.  This is 
a very special day, and we will celebrate with a 
pick-up breakfast hosted by the Lucy Lee Schuler 
Circle in the Fellowship Hall at 9:30 AM.  You will 
NOT need to prepare a lesson on August 23rd.  .    

 
The Stand Strong Tour  

with Alex McFarland and Jason Jiminez 
Tuesday, August 18th  

 

 Christian Supply in Spartanburg has the privilege 
to co-host, along with the Youth Ministry of FBC -
Spartanburg and the Carolina Pregnancy Center, one of 
the 'Stand Strong' tour stops, featuring two outstanding 
apologists and culture warriors. Join them on Tuesday 
night, August 18th from 6:30 - 9:00 pm at The Hangar 
(downtown, adjacent to FBC) as Dr. Alex McFarland and 
Jason Jiminez speak to parents and teens about our 
culture, the attacks being mounted on faith in our day, and 
how to ''always be prepared to give a defense for the 
Gospel within you.'' Tickets are just $5 each, and the 
evening will be packed with information, inspiration and 
insight from these two gifted speakers and leaders. Pick 
up your tickets now at the FBC Youth office in The 
Hangar, Carolina Pregnancy Center offices, or at Christian 
Supply. 

 
 

Regular Sunday School on  
Fifth Sunday, August 30th  

 
 We will have regular Sunday School on the 
5th Sunday, August 30th.   Please mark your 
calendars accordingly.   



 
Bishop Holston’s statement on Supreme Court decision  

 

To South Carolina United Methodists, 
 By now you have heard of the Supreme Court decision that has made 
marriage between same-gender couples legal in The United States. The Counsel to 
the Council of Bishops of The United Methodist Church has stated the following: 
On June 26, 2015, the United States Supreme Court decided the case of 
Obergefell v.  Hodges, which struck down state laws that bar same-gender 

couples from marriage on the same terms accorded to couples of the opposite sex. The 
decision contains the following statements concerning the rights of religious persons and 
organizations:  
“Many who deem same-sex marriage to be wrong reach that conclusion based on decent 
and honorable religious or philosophical premises, and neither they nor their beliefs are 
disparaged here.” 
“Finally, it must be emphasized that religions, and those who adhere to religious doctrines, 
may continue to advocate with utmost, sincere conviction that, by divine precepts, same-
sex marriage should not be condoned.  The First Amendment ensures that religious 
organizations and persons are given proper protection as they seek to teach the principles 
that are so fulfilling and so central to their lives and faiths, and to their own deep 
aspirations to continue the family structure they have long revered.” 

 The question has been raised whether the decision alters our church law that prohibits United 
Methodist clergy from performing same-gender ceremonies pursuant to ¶ 341.6.  Since the Supreme 
Court’s decision is directed at state laws that bar same-gender persons from marriage and not to clergy 
persons who may be prohibited by religious doctrine and church law from officiating at those ceremonies, 
my opinion is that the decision does not change the church law of the United Methodist Church. In 
addition, my opinion is that the “free exercise” clause of the First Amendment to the United States 
Constitution prohibits any court from interfering with the doctrine and polity of the United Methodist 
Church regarding same-gender marriage or the regulation of its clergy in performing ceremonies that 
celebrate the unions of such persons. Thus, the decision has no effect on The Book of Discipline and the 
prohibition on the celebration of such marriages by our clergy. 
 United Methodist clergy and congregations are accountable to the teachings and church law 
outlined in The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church. In Paragraph 341.6 of the 2012 Book 
of Discipline it states, “Ceremonies that celebrate homosexual unions shall not be conducted by our 
ministers and shall not be conducted in our churches.” The General Conference of The United Methodist 
Church is the only body who can speak for the denomination and make changes to The Book of 
Discipline. The next General Conference will be held May 10-20, 2016 in Portland, Oregon. South 
Carolina Annual Conference’s delegates to General Conference were elected at our Annual Conference 
Meeting in June. 
 In Paragraph 161.f of The Social Principles in The Book of Discipline, United Methodist teaching 
affirms that all persons are people of sacred worth and that God’s grace is available to all while not 
condoning the practice of homosexuality. 
 As I have stated before, this issue is a deeply divisive issue in the church and often dominates our 
conversations, making it difficult to focus on the mission and ministry of the church. As we seek to live 
together in Christian community, I ask for your prayers for the people called United Methodist and 
particularly for those General Conference delegates from South Carolina and other Conferences as they 
prepare for a time of holy conferencing and faithful response to this difficult issue. Let us always 
remember that God calls us to be in faithful ministry with all persons through the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
            

           Bishop L. Jonathan Holston 



 

THE GRACE MESSENGER 

Grace United Methodist Church  
201 South. Church Street  
Union, SC   29379   
E-mail: mail@graceunion.org 

                                   

Living Proof Live Simulcast 2015:  
September 12, 2015 at 09:30 am CDT (Saturday)  
Beth Moore (Speaker) , Travis Cottrell (Worship Leader)  

Experience Living Proof Live with Beth Moore and Travis Cottrell live via simulcast in 
the comfort of  your home, for life-changing bible study and inspiring worship. 
 

 
Description:  Join women from around the world for this inspiring one-day event 
with Beth Moore! 
You're invited to be part of this global, one-day simulcast that will encourage you to dive 
deeper into the Word of God. Beth follows the leading of the Holy Spirit to prepare a 
specific message for each of her events, and the simulcast is no exception. Don't miss out 
on this special event!  

 
Registration Includes: 

 Access to simulcast live event feed 

 Access to simulcast host site for resources and promotional tools (for those participating as a small group)  

 Free pdf download of Listening Guide 

 
 Beth's new book, Audacious, is available for purchase exclusively to simulcast 
participants prior to its release. You will have the opportunity to purchase Audacious 
immediately after you place your simulcast order. Log-in to digitalpass.lifeway.com to order 
your copy today! Books begin shipping the first week of August. 
 

IMPORTANT NOTE: The book is not required to attend the simulcast, and is not included in 
your registration. 
 

 For more information and simulcast instructions visit: 
http://www.lifeway.com/Event/Womens-Event-Living-Proof-Live-Simulcast-2015-Individuals 

mailto:mail@graceunion.org

