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From the Pastor  
Productivity Without Passion 

 

  “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him who holds the 

seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands.  I know your deeds, 

your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked people, that you 

have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them false.  You have 

persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary.  Yet I hold this 

against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first.  Consider how far you have fallen! 

Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your 

lampstand from its place.  But you have this in your favor: You hate the practices of the 

Nicolaitans, which I also hate.  Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches. To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the 

paradise of God.”  (Revelation 2:1-7) 

 Imagine a marriage in which the husband dutifully earns a living to pay his family’s bills, 

takes care of the house and cars and sees that his family has the food, clothing and other things 

they need.  Yet he has lost all tenderness and passion for his wife.  Is this a healthy marital 

relationship? 

 This is called productivity without passion.  Just as the partners in a marriage can lose their 

passion for one another and yet carry on, a similar situation can occur in relationships between 

believers and God.  In fact, the church of Ephesus had fallen into this very trap.  Jesus noted that 

this church had “persevered and ... endured hardships for my name.” (Revelation 2:3)  But, he 

pointedly added, “you have forsaken the love you had at first.”   (Revelation 2:4) 

 What about us?  When we compare our current relationship with Christ to what it was like 

when we first began following Him, are we just as passionate about knowing Him, being with Him and 

worshiping Him as we were then?  Or do we find ourselves busy serving Him without bothering to further 

cultivate our relationship with Him? 

Sadly, like a marriage without passion, our relationship with God can go through a period during 

which spiritual passion wanes.  We serve the Lord more out of habit or duty than out of a desire to know Him 

more deeply. 

Consider this possibility: God might occasionally want us to stop doing for Him so that we can 

concentrate on being with Him and recovering the love we had at first.  The result: many dry marriages have 

been renewed and dry relationships with the Lord can experience renewed passion and vigor as well.  Let’s 

put our relationship with Christ first, then let our service for Him follow as a natural response. 

Questions to ponder: 

* What feelings did you have when you first followed Christ?  What words expressed your passion  

 about knowing him then? 

* How does that compare with your current feelings for Christ? 

* How can you rediscover your “first love” for your Lord and Savior--renew the passion and vigor of  

 your relationship with him? 

There are many helps at our fingertips ready to assist us in returning to our first love.  The following 

passages offer reminders and encouraging words for us:  Deuteronomy 6:4-9,  Matthew 7:21-23,  Luke 10: 

38-42,  and Corinthians 13. 

Praying for our passionate return and renewed vigor to a more faithful and growing relationship with 

our Savior…Pastor David 

August 2016 



 

Family Night Supper  

August 24th, 6:30 PM 
 

Clyburn/Whitener Class 

to Host 

Stewardship  

Report   2016 

 

 

Offering Report as of                                     July 24, 2016 

2016  Budget -                                       $       386,711.00 

Needed for 2016 Budget Y-T-D -         $       223,582.36 

Budget Rec’d Y-T-D -                $       193,400.60 

Surplus/Deficit Y-T-D  -                    $        -30,181.76 

Weekly Offering Needed  -                   $           7,436.75 

Expenses Y-T-D -                                 $       205,948.05 

    
 Please put Grace as a priority in your financial 
planning.  Our combined gifts keep the Church’s 
mission alive and growing.  Thank you so much!!  
    Sincerely, Pastor David 

 No Meeting til Sept. 
 

 No Meeting til Sept.  
  

 No Meeting til Sept.  

 

A Way to Assist GUMCEP 
 

 What a wonderful opportunity 
Grace shares by assisting our 
Community with a wonderful pre-K 
program.  We are grateful for the trust 
given to us as we care for our precious 
children.   
  Thankfully, we are growing and 
our needs are expanding. Would you 
consider partnering with us?  If anyone 

has a small dorm size refrigerator and/or a small size 
microwave that you would like to donate, we sure could 
use one!  Our Baby Room is in need of these items.  
Contact Robin Bennett at 864-427-0996 if you would like 
to donate or assist in their purchase.  Thank you in 
advance for your assistance!   

 

Young At Heart 
 

 Young at Heart will 
not meet in Aug. due to the 
District YAH YAH Fun Day.  

District YAH YAH Fun Day  
Wed., August 10th 

 

     The Spartanburg District hosts an annual 
interdenominational program for older adults who are 
young at heart called YAH YAH Fun Day. Cost is $12 
and includes lunch.  If you are interested in attending, 
please fill out the registration form on the Welcome 
Table and send to St. James UMC by Aug. 3rd.   
 Enrollment is limited to the first 300 registered so 
register early to avoid disappointment. Late registration 
should be called in to the St. James church office for 
availability. There will be no registration at the door. 
 If we have five people who would like to go, the 
church bus will be scheduled for transportation.  Please 
call Caroline in the office if you would like to go. The bus 
will leave by 8:30am and return home after lunch.   Hope 
to see you there!  

 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Looking back…. the youth really stepped up to the plate this summer as they took on Lancaster 
Salkehatchie, repairing peoples houses and getting to know other Methodist youth. They also volunteered to 
serve drinks to our Union Salk campers.  In addition, we helped with VBS by leading games and also 
cleaning up a fallen tree in the church parking lot. Guess who's going to have good bonfire this fall! Would 
you like to be apart of it? 
 Our four high school graduates: Anna, Mallory, Grayson, and Clint will begin a new chapter in their 
lives by attending college. Please keep them in your prayers and wish them well when you see them. 
Support from their church throughout the semester will be greatly appreciated. 
 August 4th-6th, we will be finishing the youth room renovation. We have a few projects: painting trim 
and kitchen, and hanging light fixtures.  We would like to complete everything before school begins. Anyone 
who has ladders, painting and or electrical skills, we sure could use your help! If you can volunteer your 
time, please contact me. If another date would work better for you we can make arrangements. 
 The James’ have graciously volunteered to host our back to school pool party at their house, 101 
Woodhaven Place, on August 21st from 4 - 7pm.  Bring towels, sunscreen, change of clothes and your game 
face!  Don’t miss the fun, food and fellowship as we kick off another school year. 
   A wonderful opportunity awaits anyone who feels called to help with the youth ministry. We need 
meals on Sunday nights and second adults for all youth meetings. If we do not have a second adult then the 
event must be canceled. Again, if you feel called to provide a meal or volunteer your time, please speak with 
me. 

 

UMW Tea and Retreat 
 

 This summer has been sweltering!  What better way to end the summer than with a 
Tea!  Our general meeting tea will be on Sunday, August 28th at 3:00 pm.  None other than 
Mary Dula, a former Grace member, will be our guest speaker and will talk about her 
mission work in Cuba. As all probably know, Mary is an avid believer and her presentation 
will be dynamic.  All ladies in our church are invited to join us. Please come!   Call or email 
the church office or text me at 426-2123 if you plan to attend.   
 The Spartanburg District UMW Spiritual Retreat will be at Lake Junaluska the 
weekend of September 24 - 25th. Several are already planning to attend, including myself. 
Please consider what an opportunity this retreat would be as an individual and as a group. I am looking 
forward to it and hope you will join us. Called in and mailed reservation forms are due by August 24th. Forms 
are available on the Welcome Center table.  Let me know if you plan to go.      
                 In Christ, Sheryl Price 

By … Preston Morton  843-457-3902   



Chancel Choir  
 

Aug. 3rd  7:30 PM 
Aug. 10th  7:30 PM 
Aug. 17th  7:00 PM  
 Choir Party @ Love’s 
Aug. 24th 7:30 PM 
Aug. 31st 7:30 PM 

 
Chancel Choir Party 

 The Chancel Choir will have a back-to-
choir party on Wednesday, August 17th at 7:00pm 
at the Love’s house.  Please put this date on your 
calendars now, and bring your favorite side 
dishes to share with the group.  There will be a 
sign-up list at rehearsals on August 3rd & 
10th.  This would be a perfect time to invite 
prospective choir members!  

 

Christian Education Day 
 

 Christian Education Day is on August 21st beginning at 9am!  Everyone is invited 
to come and enjoy a delicious breakfast hosted by our wonderful Hostess Committee.  
We will then take the opportunity to corporately offer our appreciation for all our Christian 
Educators do for Grace.  You don’t want to miss it!     

  

“Discerning the Voice of God”  
Bible Study 

 

 We are so delighted that Patti LeMaster has 

graciously agreed to share her gift of teaching by 

presenting a six week Bible Study entitled Discerning 

the Voice of God – How to Recognize when God 

Speaks.  This six-week Bible Study will start on 

Wednesday, September 14 at 

10:00 AM.  The class will meet in 

the Clyburn/Whitener Classroom  

and last until 11:30 AM.  If you 

are interested in purchasing  a 

workbook (not mandatory) for 

$12.99, please contact Patti at 

864-426-0563. 

 

10 Prayers for Sunday School Teachers  
 

Lord, please. . .  
 

1. Fill me with Your Spirit and power to enable me to lead each of my students to Jesus Christ. 
Acts 4:31  

 

2. Convict my students’ hearts of sin and call them to repentance and salvation.  John 16:8  
 

3. Show any sin in my heart which would hinder the Holy Spirit from using me.  Psalm 66:18  
 

4. Prepare my students to be laborers of the harvest one day.  Luke 10:2  
 

5. Give my students the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of You.  Eph. 1:17  
 

6. Allow the eyes of their hearts to be enlightened.  Eph. 1:18  
 

7. Strengthen each student and teacher with power through Your Spirit.  Eph. 3:16  
 

8. Root and ground each of my students in love and respect.  
    Eph. 3:17  
 

9. Help each of my students to have humility, gentleness,  
 patience and show tolerance for one another in love.  
 Eph. 4:2  
 

10. Don't allow anyone to deceive them with empty words and  
 help them to stand firm when confronted with evil. 
Eph. 5:6  
 

In Jesus Name, Amen  



 

 VBS Success! 
 

With much sacrificial work from a large group of volunteers, Grace UMC provided a very successful 
Vacation Bible School June 26th - 30th.   We can’t say thank you enough for spreading God’s love to so many 
children in our church and community.  Your love and dedication will have eternal consequences and lay the 
ground work for future children’s ministries in our church.  The children were well behaved and cared for, 
and all volunteers played a huge role in helping kids “Follow Jesus, the Light of the World”.  We couldn’t be 
happier with how well the VBS was organized and executed!  A special “Thank You” goes to the following 
dedicated people: 
 

Jane Wilkes  Buddy Wilkes  David Bauknight      Sherry Bauknight 
Sally Summers Julia Bailey Katie Wagner Pat Owens 
Judy Caston Sue Keith Crystal Dabbs Melissa Wagner 
Stuart Wagner April Glenn John Glenn Preston Morton 
Jacob Gault Grant Harris Clint Smallwood Grayson Fallaw 
Meagan Cudd Jan Thompson Freada Jackson Sally Palmer 
Jo Anne Lipscomb Frances Adams Nancy Simmons Harriet Cohen 
Carolyn Turner Allie Owens 
VBS Coordinators - Karen Hibbard & Margie Ruff 

 

 



 

COME JOIN US! 
 

 Ravi Zacharias is one of the great defenders of the Christian faith. The 
Young Adult Class invites anyone interested to participate in this study, “Yes, 
Your Question”. Dr. Zacharias answers spontaneous questions from college 
students around the country. 
 Please join us starting Sunday August 13 at 10AM in the classroom 
located above the sanctuary.  This powerful six-disc collection contains the 
student and speaker portion of university open forums to provide clear answers 
to 42 challenging questions including: 
 

 How do I defend the Bible? 

 Is Christ a credible historic figure? 

 Did God allow disbelief? 

 How do you know that Christianity is the one true worldview? 
 

CALL (427-5423) OR SEE BOB LOVE IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS  

 
 

WOW!!!   
Calling all young men between the ages of 7 and 10!!!  

What an opportunity!! 
 
 Saturday, September 10th  at Grace UMC Fellowship Hall from 9 am – 1 pm will be a busy day for any 
of our young men ages 7 through 10.  This is the recruiting day for CUB SCOUTS.   
 In Cub Scouting you'll have lots of fun, adventure, and activities with your den and pack. But there's 
more to it than that. Being a Cub Scout means you are a member of a worldwide 
youth movement that stands for certain values and beliefs. Cub Scouting is more 
than something to do. It's all about the boy you are and the person you 
will become. 
 
Things Cub Scouts Do 
 Some of the best things about Cub Scouting are the activities you get to 
do: camping, hiking, racing model cars, going on field trips, or doing projects that 
help your hometown and the people who live there. Cub Scouting means "doing." 

Blue and Gold Banquets - In February, when Scouting celebrates its "birthday," 

packs across the country hold blue and gold banquets. In nearly all packs, the 

banquet is a very special event. 

Cub Scout Camping - Learn to live in the outdoors. Camping takes you on exciting adventures into the 

natural world. 

Cub Scout Derbies - Racing in a Cub Scout derby is great fun. You'll get to design your racing vehicle, work 

with a parent to build it, and see it perform on race day. 

Outings and Field Trips - "Outing" is a big part of Scouting. Cub Scouts get out and about with many kinds of 

outdoor fun, such as field trips, hikes, nature and conservation. 

Service Projects - Doing service projects together is one way that Cub Scouts keep their promise "to help 

other people." 
Plan to come to Grace UMC Fellowship Hall on September 10th from 9-1 to sign up for an exciting time this 
coming year. 

http://www.scouting.org/scoutsource/CubScouts/CubScouts/ThingsToDo/bgbanquet.aspx
http://www.scouting.org/scoutsource/CubScouts/CubScouts/ThingsToDo/camping.aspx
http://www.scouting.org/scoutsource/CubScouts/CubScouts/ThingsToDo/derbies.aspx
http://www.scouting.org/scoutsource/CubScouts/CubScouts/ThingsToDo/excursions.aspx
http://www.scouting.org/scoutsource/CubScouts/CubScouts/ThingsToDo/service.aspx


Providence Place, PA: Catherine Cooksey 

Savannah Grace-Palms,  

     of Mt. Pleasant, SC:     Judith Eversman 

Park Place, Spbg.:  JoAnn Cordell 

Heartland Residential: Raye Hellams, 

    Betty Lidkea,  

    Mary Jo Rogers 

Heartland Nursing:   Ruth Gregory 

Because We Care  
   

   August   
 

  2 Jeannie Greene 
 

 3 Barbara Eason 
 
 

 11 Rick Matthews 
 

 12 Neely Kelly   

 

 14 John Flynn 
 

 15 Russell Caston, Peyton Ivey 
 

 17 Margie Ruff, Brenda Farr  
 

 21 Bill Kell 
  

 22 Libby Sailors, Trip Sheorn 
 

 23  Caroline Lawson 
   

 25 Toni Greer, Joey Nichols 
 

 26 Ben Dunbar 
 

  27 Jeannette Galloway 
 

 28 JoAnn Mason, Cathy Staniewicz,  

  Jack James,  

 We are deeply 

appreciative for all the 

recent newsletter 

submissions.  Please be 

encouraged to continue this 

trend!  It takes all of us 

working together to have the best possible 

newsletter.  Deadline for the September Grace 

Messenger will be August 17th . 

 

 The Annual District Setup Meeting will be on 

Sunday afternoon, August 21st, at Bethel UMC in 

Spartanburg, at 3:00 PM.  

 This year, The District Superintendent, Rev. Dr.  

Paul  Harmon, extends the invitation to all laity and 

clergy to join him for worship at 3:00 PM in the Bethel 

UMC sanctuary.  After the service the clergy will meet 

and make preparations for the coming year.   

 The church bus will travel to Spartanburg if 

enough interest is shown.  

 O God, our times are in Your 

hand: Look with favor, we pray, on 

Your servants  who have birthdays 

this month as they begin another 

year. Grant that they may grow in 

wisdom and grace, and 

strengthen their trust in Your 

goodness all the days of their life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

MCF/Sonshiner and  
Gyms/Stars  

Planning Meeting 
 

 There will be a MCF/

Sonshiner and Gyms/Stars 

Planning meeting on August 

28th at 5pm.  Please show your 

support for our precious 

children by planning to attend this important meeting. 

Our children and Youth are the future of Grace UMC. 

Training them is the bedrock of our vows as Methodist 

and Christians to reach the next generations.  When 

many people pray and share this vision, ministries 

increase and the joy of serving our Lord is widely 

spread. 



 
 

6/26/16 Worship Service Report to Grace 
United Methodist Church 

2016 SC Annual Conference 
 

Representatives:  
Frances Adams and Jane Moore 

 
 

 Our sincere "Thank You" to Grace Church for providing 
us with the privilege of attending the SC Conference.  It was a 
most enjoyable and enlightening four days. 
 The opening event for Sunday was Bishop Jonathan 
Holston's evening worship as he focused on the theme for the 
week of "Making Space for God to Work".  In his words, "God 
has blessed us and we are the recipients of His grace and 
mercy".  In his message he urged us to make space for God to 
work in our hearts, minds, and souls.  His message concluded 

with an offering going for relief to persons affected by the October 2015 flood and communion by intinction. 
 
 During the week 3 groups received disaster training, so they would be prepared.  
  

 A budget was presented and passed for 16.79 million dollars, only $272 more than the previous one.   
 

 The Epworth Children's Home presentation by Rev. John Holler was most impressive.  He reported: 
 1.  100% graduation rate five years in a row. 
 2.  Four years in a row Charity Navigator gave them a four start rating, putting them in the 97th  
  percentile of non-profits in the state. 
 3.  Epworth will be growing because of the purchase of the former Carolina Children's Home next to  
  Trenholm Road United Methodist Church. 
 
 The Business Session of Conference included six resolutions.  Four passed after much debate and 
discussion; and two were referred to another committee.   

  The 4 that passed were: 
 1.  Changing South Carolina Department of Education Social Study Standards Regarding Native  
  Americans - SC history books are inadequate in identifying the Native American Tribes in SC. 
 2.  Responsibilities for Eradication of Racism - This much debated issue was passed after an hour of  
  debate asking every district and local congregation to have a strategy and program that  
  educates and supports systemic and personal change to end racism and develop competent  
  leaders. 
 3.  Oppose Discrimination Against Transgender People - As churches and people of faith, we should 
  value each and every life, oppose discrimination, and in the spirit of advocating for safe  
  sanctuary, respond to acts of discrimination with acts of compassion, and to take a public 
  stand against speeches of hate and harassment. 
 4.  Assessment and a Plan of Action for the African-American Historical Methodist Flagship  
  Churches of SC Annual Conference - A flagship church is one dating back to 1866 (150  
  years) and having a membership at the time of at least 300 members that proved themselves 
  to be influential in terms of ministry and in producing future clergy and bishops for the  
  denomination.  It was pointed out that a lot of history is not known and should be kept alive.  

 The two that were referred to another committee were: 
 5.  Support the Nature of High Quality Public Education in South Carolina - was referred to the  
  Conference's Children in Poverty Task Force. 
 6.  Uninsured Poor Adults in South Carolina - was referred because the committee said more specific 
  details are needed on how to offer healthcare to adults. 



 

THE GRACE MESSENGER 
Grace United Methodist Church  
201 South. Church Street  
Union, SC   29379   
E-mail: mail@graceunion.org 

 

Our Dear Church Family, 

 I received the email below from Rev. Michael 
Henderson and I am asking each of US to consider the 
possibility of assisting in this effort.  I will be making a 
plea to those who are able to plan a trip soon to the 
effected area.  It is our opportunity to assist our 
neighbors regain a normal life.  Please be in prayer 
about your assisting. 

Sincerely,  Pastor David 

Dear Colleagues,  
 

 I am part of the Long Term Recovery Group (LTRG) for the Florence area. The LTRG coordinates 
recovery efforts among state agencies and volunteer organizations. We are also receiving and dispersing 
funds for the flood recovery. As has been pointed out from many sources, this will be a long-term effort. 
 We are in need of teams to help with homes around Florence, especially in the Timmonsville, Lake 
City, Johnsonville, and Hemingway areas. At the moment we have around 100 homes that have been 
assessed for repairs, and funding provided. What we need are volunteer teams for labor.  
     If your church or a group in your church would like to help in the ongoing repair and recovery efforts, 
please call Billy Layton (from the NC Baptist Men- they have a permanent presence in this effort in our area) 
and he will help put your group where they can do the most good. His phone number is 919/946-2239. 
     Thanks for all your help! 
      Michael Henderson <mbh05281953@gmail.com> 
 

mailto:mail@graceunion.org
tel:919%2F946-2239
mailto:mbh05281953@gmail.com

