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Jesus Bore It All… …For Us 

 

Then the soldiers bowed before Jesus and made fun of him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They spat 
on Jesus. (Matthew 27:26-31) 

 
     The soldiers’ assignment was very simple…take the Nazarene to the hill and kill him.  But they had 
another idea.  They wanted to have some fun first.  Strong, rested, armed soldiers encircled an 
exhausted, nearly dead, Galilean carpenter and beat up on him.  The scourging was commanded.  The 
crucifixion was ordered.  But who would draw pleasure out of spitting on a half-dead man? 
     Spitting isn’t intended to hurt the body, and it can’t.  Spitting is intended to degrade the soul, and it 
does.  What were the soldiers doing?  Were they not elevating themselves at the expense of another?  
They felt big by making Christ look small. 
     Have we ever done that?  Maybe we’ve never spit on anyone, but have we gossiped or slandered?  
Have we ever raised our hand in anger or rolled our eyes in arrogance?  Have we ever blasted our high 
beams in someone else’s rearview mirror?  Ever made someone feel bad so we would feel good? 
     That’s what the soldiers did to Jesus and when you and I do this, we do it to Jesus too.  Matthew is 
clear on that.  “I assure you, when you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were 
doing it to me!” (Matthew 25:40 NLT).  The fact is that how we treat others is how we treat Jesus. 
     Maybe we want to excuse ourselves by saying, “But, I don’t like to hear that.”  But we must face the 
fact that there is something beastly within each and every one of us.  Something vile that makes us do 
things that surprise even us.  Have we ever surprised ourselves or reflected on something we’ve done an 
act and wondered, “What got into me?”  The Bible has a specific three-letter answer for that question.  
WE know it as…S-I-N. 
     Now, allow the spit of the soldiers to symbolize the filth in our hearts.  Then observe what Jesus does 
with our filth.  He carries it to the cross. 
     Through the prophet he said, “I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting.” (Isaiah 50:60 NIV) 
Mingled with his blood and sweat was our spit, the essence of our sin. 
     God could have deemed otherwise.  In God’s plan, Jesus was offered wine for his throat, so why not a 
towel for his face?  Simon carried the cross of Jesus, but he didn’t wipe the cheek of Jesus.  Angels were 
a prayer away.  Couldn’t they have taken the spittle away? 
     They could have, but Jesus never commanded them to.  For some reason, the One who chose the 
nails also chose the saliva.  Along with the spear and the sponge of man, he bore the spit of man. 
     In the courtyard Jesus received, what seemed, the brunt of hostile humanity.  We know it didn’t stop 
there, it was only the beginning.  As Easter approaches let’s check our motives against our actions.  It’s 
our opportunity to dispel any thoughts of hostility to prove the holiness we are to embody.  We celebrate 
Easter  because it represents a clean start.  It’s our opportunity to wipe our spit off Jesus’ face and plead 
for forgiveness.  And do you know what? (You’re supposed to say, “What?”)  Jesus smiles, invites us to 
the celebration.  And when we walk in, we see all those people we’ve spit on and they, too, are glad to 
see us.  Aren’t we blessed to know that we don’t have to walk around with spit on our face?  It’s all 
possible because Jesus took our spit (our SIN) to the grave and left it there.   …Happy Easter.    
              

            Pastor David 



     No Meeting, April 1st 

   Mon., April 1st, 10:00 AM 
   In the Conference Room 
 

Wed., April 10th, 6:00 PM 
    In the Conference Room 

 

Young at Heart
No April Meeting 

  

 There will be no YAH 
luncheon in April. Young at Heart 
will resume at 12 noon on 
Wednesday, May 8th, at Andy’s. 

Come for fun, good food, and fellowship! We hope to 
see everyone there in May. 

 
 

 

      

  

 

UMW  

Circle  

Meetings 

 

 

 

 

     Sonshiners/MCF continues to meet on Sunday afternoons. The chil-

dren enjoy a meal provided by generous donations from the Clyburn/

Whitener Class, hand bells led by Sally Summers, wonderful lessons 

taught by awesome disciple makers, and recreation. On Palm Sunday, April 14, our Sonshiners/MCF will 

enter the sanctuary waving palm branches and will place them on the altar. They will ring their hand 

bells to “Victory in Jesus” during the worship service. At 2:00 PM, they will enjoy an Easter Egg Hunt and 

refreshments. Our egg hunt will be held at the Piedmont Physic Garden, generously arranged by Dawn 

Fallaw. A fun trip to Big Air Trampoline Park in Spartanburg is planned for the end of April or early May. 

Sonshiners/MCF will not meet  April 7th due to Spring Break. Our next meeting will be for the Easter Egg 

Hunt on April 14h. Don’t forget your baskets and bring a friend or two!!   

Our Lenten Worship Services and luncheons continue 
to grow in community participation and worship each 
Wednesday! Much gratitude goes to our pastors and 
musicians, as well as our Ladies’ Lenten Planning 
Committee, table and chair team, decorators, cash-
iers, and dishwashers who all work so well together to 
provide this wonderful ministry for our church and our 
community. Our Lenten Services and luncheons con-
tinue until Wednesday, April 17. Be sure to come for 
the remaining three Lenten Services and lunches on 

Wednesdays, April 3, 10, and 17, at 12:00 pm. 



  
 

 Please bring your whole family and a dish 
to share to our Family Night Supper on 
Wednesday, April 24th at . The Clyburn/
Whitener Class will be hosting. 

 
  

 

 

          The Chancel Choir will 

present special Easter music 

during the 11:00am worship 

service on Easter Sunday, April 21st. The service 

will include choir anthems by Greg Nelson & Phil 

McHugh, Lloyd Larson, and Hal H. Hopson, a 

vocal solo by Sally Summers, a piano solo by 

Susan Lawson, and a piano duet by Nancy 

Kennedy & Tommy Bishop.  Please remember to 

invite your family and friends for this special 

Easter musical celebration! 

  

 

Weds., Apr.   3 -  No Choir Rehearsal 

Weds., Apr. 11 -  7:30 PM 

Weds., Apr. 18 - 7:30 PM 

Weds., Apr. 25 - 7:30 PM 

 
BELLS OF GRACE 
 
No Rehearsals in April 

 

Choir Fest 
 

     The Union County Council On 
Ministries’ Choir Fest will be Sun-
day, April 28th, at 6:30 pm at 
Duncan Acres UMC. Please 
plan to support Tommy and our   

  Chancel Choir, as well as choirs  
  from other Methodist churches. 

Chancel Choir and  

Bells of Grace  

Rehearsals 

April 12, 2019 

8:30 am - 5:30 pm 

     On April 12
th
, from 8:30 am – 5:30 pm, Lifeline 

Screening will be here to help you take a step to-

ward staying healthy and active. The community, 

as well as the congregation, are welcome to regis-

ter for one of two packages offered: Package #1: 

Ultrasound of the carotid artery (plaque) screen-

ing, EKG for heart rhythm (atrial fibrillation) 

screening, ultrasound of abdominal aorta for an-

eurysm (enlargement) screening, and peripheral 

arterial disease screening for $139;  Package #2: 

Includes Package #1 plus an ultrasound to deter-

mine osteoporosis screening for $10 more at 

$149.  Pre-registration is required by calling: 1-

888-653-6450. 

Chancel Choir  

Special Easter Music 

 

  Choir Fest  

Sunday  6:30pm 
April 28, 2019 

Don’t Forget! 

Bring your cut flowers and greenery 

to decorate our Living Cross that will 

be on the front lawn Easter Sunday! 

Administrative  
Professionals Day is 

April 24th! 

        Don’t forget to express 

your appreciation to Pat 

Owens, Sheryl Price, and 

Karen Hibbard for the out-

standing job they do for 

Grace and our community! 

They are such a blessing to 

our church family as they 

give generously of their 

time and talents every day.   

Thank you, Pat, Sheryl, and Karen! 



 

  

I Took Your Place 

One day, a man went to visit a church. He arrived early, parked his car, and 
got out. Another car pulled up near him, and the driver told him, “I always 
park there. You took my place!” 

The visitor went inside for Sunday School, found an empty seat, and sat 
down. A young lady from the church approached him and stated, “That’s my 
seat! You took my place!” The visitor was somewhat distressed by this rude 
welcome, but said nothing. 

After Sunday School, the visitor went into the church sanctuary and sat 
down. Another member walked up to him and said, “That’s where I always 
sit. You took my place!” 

The visitor was even more troubled by this treatment, but still said nothing. 
Later, as the congregation was praying for Christ to dwell among them, the 
visitor stood, and his appearance began to change. 

Horrible scars became visible on his hands and on his sandaled feet. Some-
one from the congregation noticed him and called out, “What happened to 
you?” The visitor replied…”I took your place.” 

Author Unknown 

New Beginnings UMC 

210 Rainbow Lake Road 

Spartanburg, S.C. 

Saturday, April 13, 2019 

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

 

Registration: Begins at 9:30 AM     Cost: $10.00 which includes lunch 

Online: www.spartanburg.umcsc.org for more information. 

 Each attendee will select two workshops. These are: 

  Engaging Schools with Rev. Andrew Sizemore, Leader 

  Creating Community Engagement Events with Rev. Brian Gilmer, Leader 

  Engaging Young People/Millenials with Mr. Chris Lynch, Leader 

  Engaging Your Community Through Partnerships with Rev. Cathy Mitchell, Leader 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Yee Haw” Vacation Bible School 

June 9 - 11, 2019 
 

     Our 2019 Vacation Bible School at Grace is Yee Haw, 
Celebrating God’s Greatest Gift which will be held June 
9 - 11. Saddle up for a trailblazing 3 days of fun! Kids will 
kick up their heels at Yee-Haw VBS as they stampede 
through the wild frontier and celebrate God’s greatest gift of 
all—Jesus! Please be in prayer for many children in 
attendance, abundant volunteers, and the celebration of 
Jesus. Thank you to those who have already said “YES” to 
helping with VBS!! 

 

  

Graduate Sunday 

     Grace will observe Graduate Sunday on 
May 19, 2019. If you have a high school or 
college graduate in your family, please call 
Pat or Sheryl in the church office as soon as 
possible. We don’t want to miss anyone! 
Plans are to recognize all our graduates dur-
ing the morning worship. After church, the 
grads and their families will enjoy a wonderful 
Graduate Luncheon in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

Help Grace Minister  
to  

You & Yours 
 

  
     Please inform the church office  

(427-1266), Pastor David (803-480-2153), or Karen Hib-

bard (426-1655) of any death, illness, or event that touch-

es any family member or friend of our Grace members.  

We want to be in service to you and provide care and 

comfort.   

 

CHURCH  

MEETINGS 

 
Trustees:  Wednesday, April 10th, at 6:00 PM. 

Church Council:  Wednesday, April 17th, at  

                              6:00 PM. 

Neighbor Helping Neighbor 

We have 7 requests for ramps and we need to build 2 on the 

13th. If you can work that day, please reply to this so we will 

know if we should plan 2 projects. Hope we all can be there 

and help. As always thank you for your support of this minis-

try.    David Turner  864-427-5571 

     In order to avoid Easter holidays, Neigh-

bor Helping Neighbor will have it's April 

workday on Saturday, April 13th. We will 

meet in Grace UMC’s parking lot at 8:00 

am. 



 

Heartland Residential:     Raye Hellams 

              Mary Jo Rogers 

                        Jack and Betty Rash  

             John Flynn                                                      

Ellen Sagar:           Jane and Bernard Bishop 

                                        Kat Willard 

Summit Hills, Sptbg:    Elwood and Barbara Eason 

                                     Dr. Bob Kincheloe 

Home:                          Harold Simmons 

          Ruth Roof 

Pacifica Senior Living, Sptbg: Amy Bruce 

Because We Care  April  

  2 Frances Kelly 
 

 4 Blake Berry 
 

 9 Mike Ham, Jacob  

       McGee, Bruce Parker 
 

 10 Donna Long, Doug Rinaca 
 

 11 Mary Katherine James 
 

 14 Glenn Hibbard 
 

 15 Harrison Kelly 
 

  16 Harriet Cohen, Josh Ham,  

  Kameron Zimmerman 
 

 17 Joe Lawson 

  20 Harry Parlier 

 21 Gene Childers, Jacob Robbins 

 22 Jacob Gault, Brooke Valentine 
 

 23 John Simmons Fallaw 
 

 25 Linda Cassels 
 

 28 Virginia Blackmon 
 

 29 Fran Love 
 

 30 Amy Bruce, Sheryl Price 

 

 Remember to Send... 

 

 

 

     Keep on reading the newsletter 

for great Grace information! Please 

continue to send in articles, too! It 

takes all of us working together to 

have the best possible newsletter.   

Deadline for the April Grace 

Messenger will be April 17th.  
 

Thanks!   

 
 

     The Union Salkehatchie Camp week is June 15 – 

22, 2019. The meal schedule has been completed 

with area Methodist churches providing either lunch 

or supper and the campers will again be staying at 

Sims Middle School. This year John Culp plans to 

attend the Union Salkehatchie Camp with his grand-

son who will experience Salkehatchie for the first 

time. 

     Our Reconnection Youth, headed by Grayson 

Fallaw, will be going to the Lancaster Salkehatchie 

Camp the same week, June 15 - 22, 2019.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Awesome Community 
Lenten Services  
and Luncheons! 



 

THE GRACE MESSENGER 
Grace United Methodist Church  
201 South. Church Street  
Union, SC   29379   
E-mail: mail@graceunion.org 

     Explore Sapelo Island, learn fascinating history at Fort Clinch on Amelia Island and cruise by Cumberland 

Island. Spend the day touring the Gullah Geechee community on Sapelo and have a home cooked buffet 

lunch at a resident’s home in Hog Hammock.  A costumed garrison guide will give a private tour of Fort 

Clinch State Park and share its strategic importance during the Civil War. Board a private charter for a 

peaceful cruise up Beach Creek for a close up look of the natural habitat of Cumberland Island National 

Seashore. Details: This event is offered June 10-13, 2019, and you are encouraged to register early. 

ONLINE: www.epworthbythesea.org or call 912-638-8688.  Registration forms are also available on the 

Welcome Center table in the Education Building.  

Springtime By The Sea 
Island Hopping to Sapelo, Amelia and Cumberland Islands 

June 10-13, 2019 
Epworth By The Sea 

mailto:mail@graceunion.org
http://www.epworthbythesea.org/

