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From the Pastor  
  

                                    Knowing We Know That What We Know We Really KNOW! 
 

 Here we are standing at the fork in the road knowing the truth of Easter.  One fork leads into the vast 
array of glit and glamour of everything the world has to offer and encourages us to espouse.  The other leads 
in the direction of what was accomplished for us by Jesus on the cross and at the tomb.  Paul, the apostle, 
found himself at this same place many years ago and wrote "I am not ashamed of the Gospel for it is the 
power of God for salvation to everyone who believes..." (Rom 1:16)  He took an unyielding, unequivocal stand 
for the Gospel and became a marked man by ungodly people. Paul knew the power of the gospel because it 
radically transformed him and it also transports a fallen world from sin and death to victory and eternal life in 
Christ. If we've been touched by the power of this gospel, we have the greatest opportunity never to be 
ashamed and every reason for hope and joy. In Him we have our true identity, legacy and destiny. As we stand 
at this fork in the road, we have the choice of directions.  My prayer is that we choose to live now who we 
really are in Christ Jesus.   
   Dr. Robert Morehead tells the story a young man from Rwanda who was forced by his tribe in 1980 to 
renounce Christ or face death. He refused to renounce Christ, and he was murdered on the spot. The night 
before he had written the following commitment which was found in his room: Can you make this kind of 
commitment for the Gospel of Christ and become a member of the Fellowship of the Unashamed?  
"I am a part of the fellowship of the Unashamed. I have the Holy Spirit Power. The die has been cast. I have 
stepped over the line. The decision has been made. I am a disciple of Jesus Christ. I won't look back, let up, 
slow down, back away, or be still. My past is redeemed, my present makes sense, and my future is secure. I am 
finished and done with low living, sight walking, small planning, smooth knees, colorless dreams, tame 
visions, mundane talking, chintzy giving, and dwarfed goals. 

"I no longer need preeminence, prosperity, position, promotions, plaudits, or popularity. I don't have to be 
right, first, tops, recognized, praised, regarded, or rewarded. I now live by presence, learn by faith, love by patience, 
lift by prayer, and labor by power. 

"My pace is set, my gait is fast, my goal is Heaven, my road is narrow, my way is rough, my companions few, 
my Guide is reliable, my mission is clear. 

I cannot be bought, compromised, deterred, lured away, turned back, diluted, or delayed. I will not flinch in the 
face of sacrifice, hesitate in the presence of adversity, negotiate at the table of the enemy, ponder at the pool of 
popularity, or meander in the maze of mediocrity. 

"I won't give up, back up, let up, or shut up until I've preached up, prayed up, paid up, stored up, and stayed up 
for the cause of Christ. I am a disciple of Jesus Christ. I must go until He returns, give until I drop, preach until all 
know, and work until He comes. 

"And when He comes to get His own, He will have no problem recognizing me. My colors will be clear for "I 
am not ashamed of the Gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes." (Romans 
1:16)." 
   These "No Matter What the Cost" disciples of Jesus Christ are the ones who consider the cost of God's call on 
their lives and then with perfect freedom and with a clear understanding that this road will be very difficult - 
overwhelming at times - they choose to answer by saying, ‘Here am I Lord! Send me.’ (Isaiah 6:8)   
   As we pick up our foot to take our next step…which fork will we take?  The Fellowship of the Unashamed are 
also the ones who like Paul in Philippians 3:5-11 boldly proclaimed, "But whatever were gains to me I now consider 
loss for the sake of Christ.  What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ and be 
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—
the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith.  I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his 
resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, attaining to the 
resurrection from the dead".   Let’s not just take the step, let’s take the plunge into the Spirit life.  Pastor David 
 

April   2018 



 Mon,. April 9th 10:00 AM  
  

 Mon., April 9th, 11:00 AM 
          

 No Meeting  

 

Young at Heart
April Meeting 

  

 .Young at Heart will resume at 12 

noon on Wednesday, April 11th, at Andy’s 
for fun, good food, and fellowship! We 
hope to see everyone there! 

 

 

Awesome Lenten Services  
and Luncheons! 

 
 Thank You to all who helped 

to make this year’s Lenten Worship Services and 
luncheons turn out so well!  We appreciate the 
pastors, musicians, Brenda Childers and all the 
kitchen helpers, the Fellowship Hall decorators, 
and table and chair team who worked together to 
provide inspiring worship and fellowship.  

Spotlight on 

Grace’s  

Acolyte  
Our special acolyte 
for the month of April 
is Bayla Morrow. 
Bayla is a third grad-
er at Monarch Ele-
mentary School 
where she is on the 
Principal’s Honor 
Roll. She is also very 
talented in gymnas-
tics and cheer com-
petition.  This has 
been her first year to 
serve faithfully as an acolyte. We look forward to her 
service for years to come!  Thank you, Bayla, for your 
dedication to our church. 

“For God so loved 
the world that he 
gave his one and 

only Son, that 
whoever believes in 
him shall not perish 

but have eternal 
liFe”

John 3:16 

 



  
 

 Please bring your whole family and a dish 
to share to our Family Night Supper on 
Wednesday, April 25th at 6:00 PM.  The Young 
Adult Class will be our host.  

 

 

 

We’re Growing 

at Grace 

There is a bulletin 

board project 

underway to highlight 

all the children of the 

church. If you have 

children or 

grandchildren ages 

birth through high 

school who are members or have come to worship, 

fellowship, MCF/Sonshiners, etc., we ask that you 

please bring, or e-mail (mail@graceunion.org) a picture 

of your child so that they can GROW on our board! 

Please include their name, age, and return information 

with each picture. We hope to show how our children 

can GROW at Grace. We would like these pictures by 

April 20th.                                          Thanks! 

 The Casavant pipe organ will be down for most of 
the month of April.  The organ will be 50 years old this fall, 
and it is necessary now to replace the leather in the pouch 
boards underneath the wind chests.  This work, which will 
probably take several weeks to complete, will be done by 
Michael Proscia (who services our organ) of Proscia Organ 
Co. in Bowdon, GA, along with Fred Barr (retired), formerly 
of Southeastern Pipe Organ Services of Charlotte, NC. 
Fred Barr serviced our organ for many years prior to 
Michael Proscia. The leather and some of the labor will be 
provided by Columbia Organ Works in PA.  The Mason & 
Hamlin grand piano will be used for all services during this 
time.  Please contact Tommy Bishop if you have any 
questions concerning this work. 

 

Weds., Apr.   4 -  No Choir Rehearsal 

Weds., Apr. 11 -  7:30 PM 

Weds., Apr. 18 - 7:30 PM 

Weds., Apr. 25 - 7:30 PM 

 
BELLS OF GRACE 
 
Sun., Apr. 22 - 5:45 PM 

Sun., Apr. 29 - 5:45 PM 

 

Fifth Sunday 
 

 There will be a Fifth Sunday 

hosted by the Circle of Hope on 

April 29th beginning at 9:30 am in the Fellowship 

Hall. Come to socialize and enjoy breakfast treats. 

Pipe Organ Re-leathering 
Scheduled for April 



Good Humor From a Priceless Source 
(Thanks go to Tommy Sherbert for passing this on!) 

 
Billy Graham was returning to Charlotte after a speaking engagement and when his Plane  
arrived, there was a limousine there to transport him to his home.  As he prepared to get into the 
limo, he stopped and spoke to the driver. ' You know' he said, 'I am 87 years old and I have  
never driven a limousine.  Would you mind if I drove it for a while?'  The driver said, 'No  

problem. Have at it.'  Billy gets into the driver's seat and they head off down the highway.  A short distance away sat a 
rookie State Trooper operating his first speed trap. The long black limo went by him doing 70 in a 55 mph zone.  The 
trooper pulled out, easily caught the limo, and he got out of his patrol car to begin the procedure.  The young trooper 
walked up to the driver's door and when the glass was rolled down, he was surprised to see who was driving.  He   
immediately excused himself and went back to his car and called his supervisor.  He told the supervisor, 'I know we are 
supposed to enforce the law.... but I also know that important people are given certain courtesies.  I need to know 
what I should do because I have stopped a very important person.' 
 The supervisor asked, 'Is it the governor?' 
 The young trooper said, 'No, he's more important than that.'  
 The supervisor said, 'Oh, so it's the president.'  
 The young trooper said, 'No, he's even more important than that.' 
  The supervisor finally asked, 'Well then, who is it?' 
  The young trooper said, 'I think it's Jesus, because he's got Billy Graham for a chauffeur!' 

 

Thirteen children arrived Palm Sunday afternoon with their baskets ready to find those eggs! They 

had so much fun that we hid them again. The children also enjoyed hotdogs, chips, cupcakes, and 

drinks, as well as plenty of Easter candy!! 



 

Children’s Church 

These children enjoyed learning that God made 
each one of them and they are special to Him. They 

colored and decorated their own visors to wear! 

 

MCF/SONSHINERS 
 

 Our teachers and /or 

meal providers for March were 

Larry and Dale Goff, Margie 

Ruff, Karen Hibbard, Ashley 

and Jason Turner, Melodi 

Gault, Dawn Fallaw, Sally Summers and Tommy Bishop. 

We appreciate these disciple makers so much! 

 Our April schedule is: 

 April 1 -  No Meeting (Spring Break) 

 April 8 -  No Meeting (Spring Break) 

 April 15 -  Lesson:  Melissa & Stewart Wagner 

                   Meal: JoAnne Lipscomb & Becca Morrow 

 April 22 -  Lesson: Ashley and Jason Turner 

                    Meal: Margie Ruff and Karen Hibbard 

April 29 -  Trip to Big Air Trampoline 

GUMCEP will be open Monday, April 2nd 
through Thursday, April 5. GUMCEP will be 
closed on Friday, April 6th, for Spring Break. 
Many activities are being planned for April at 
GUMCEP.    The children will have someone 
to come and read books each week.   As the 
weather gets warmer, the children will 
participate in lots of outdoor games.  Come 
and visit anytime!   

  

Graduate Sunday 

Grace will observe Graduate Sunday on May 
20. If you have a high school or college gradu-
ate in your family, please call the church     
office as soon as possible. We don’t want to 
miss anyone! Plans are to recognize all our 
graduates during the morning worship. After 
church, the grads and their families will enjoy 
a wonderful lunch in the Fellowship Hall. 



 

Heartland Residential: Raye Hellams, 

    Mary Jo Rogers 

Heartland Rehab:  Jack & Betty Rash 

Heartland Nursing:   Betty Lidkea  

Hospice   Jim McClanahan 

Because We Care  April  

  2 Frances Kelly 
 

 4 Blake Berry 
 

 9 Mike Ham, Jacob  

       McGee, Bruce Parker 
 

 10 Donna Long, Doug Rinaca 
 

 11 Mary Katherine James 
 

 14 Glenn Hibbard 
 

 15 Harrison Kelly 
 

  16 Harriet Cohen, Josh Ham,  

  Kameron Zimmerman 
 

 17 Joe Lawson 

  20 Harry Parlier 

 21 Gene Childers 

 22 Jacob Gault, Brooke Valentine 
 

 23 John Simmons Fallaw 
 

 25 Linda Cassels 
 

 28 Virginia Blackmon 
 

 29 Fran Love 
 

 30 Amy Bruce, Sheryl Price 

 

 

FROM THE OFFICE 
 

We are deeply appreciative for 

all the recent newsletter 

submissions.  Please be encouraged to continue this 

trend!  It takes all of us working together to have the 

best possible newsletter.  Deadline for the May Grace 

Messenger will be April 18th . 

  SPRC News 
 

SPRC is pleased to let our congregation know 

that Sheryl Price will continue as office assistant. We have 

also asked Pat Owens to be the financial assistant, a 

position she has served in as a volunteer for the past two 

months, handling postings and check writing. Thank you to 

Sheryl and Pat for all they do. We at Grace are blessed to 

have them on our staff. 

 An Event for Older Adults 

September 17-20, 2018 

Epworth By The Sea—St. Simon’s Island, Georgia 

Spend a day on Sapelo Island, tour the Gullah 

Geechee community of Hog Hammock, visit the Old 

Sugar Mill and Lighthouse. The Amelia Island Museum 

of History will offer the “Golden Era of Amelia 

Island” guided walking tour of Fernandina Beach’s 

historic north end and you can shop Fernandina 

Beach’s historic shopping district. You’ll enjoy a          

1 1/2 hour private charter tour blended with views of 

salt marshes, barrier reefs, history and nature. 

ONLINE: www.epworthbythesea.org or call:  

912-638-8688. Information is on the Education 

Building information table. 

A 

utumn 

dventures 

  2018 

Island Hopping! 
Sapelo, Amelia and  

Cumberland Islands! 



 
 

Meals for Salkehatchie   

  The 2018 Salkehatchie Meal Schedule is 
now complete with each church graciously agreeing 
to provide a meal as they did last year. Salkehatchie 
Week is June 16 – June 23. Our Grace Adult Sunday 
School classes will once again serve the Saturday 
evening meal on June 16 and the Sunday lunch on 
June 17.  

                                                                                                                             

 

Help Grace 
Minister  

to  
You & Yours 

 

 Please inform the church office  (427-
1266), Pastor David (803-480-2153), or Karen 
Hibbard (426-1655) of any death, illness, or 
event that touches any family member or 
friend of our Grace members.  We want to be 
in service to you and provide care and 
comfort.   

 
Administrative Professional Day  

April 25th! 
 

 Don’t forget to express your appreciation to Pat Owens and 
Sheryl Price for the outstanding job they do for Grace and our 
community!  They jumped right in and hit the ground running! Thank 
you, Pat and Sheryl. 

 
 

VBS, Coming June 10 - 12, 2018!! 

Our 2018 Vacation Bible School at Grace is Polar Blast, Where Jesus’ Love is Cool which will be held 
on June 10th,11th, and 12th (Sunday—Tuesday). Please be in prayer for many children to be in attendance, 
abundant volunteers, and cool learning about the love of Jesus! Please be a willing disciple maker for VBS. 

Choir Song Fest  

 

 

 

WHERE:  Buffalo UMC 

WHEN:  Sunday, April 15, 2018 

TIME:  6:30 PM 

Please plan to support Tommy and our Chancel Choir as well 

as choirs from other Methodist churches.  

CHURCH MEETINGS 

Trustees:  Wednesday, April 11th, at 6:00 PM. 

Church Council:  Wednesday, April 18th, at 6:00 PM. 



 

THE GRACE MESSENGER 
Grace United Methodist Church  
201 South. Church Street  
Union, SC   29379   
E-mail: mail@graceunion.org 

 

Register Now for UMW  
Spiritual Growth Retreat 

 

 The South Carolina Conference United Methodist Women’s 2018 
Spiritual Growth Retreat, scheduled for April 27-28 at the Lake 
Junaluska Conference & Retreat Center, provides a calm, relaxing 
atmosphere to gather with other sisters in Christ. 
 Take time out to experience God’s renewal and have your soul 
rejuvenated. This retreat is designed to help enhance healthy spiritual 
lives. It is a place to savor God’s creation through our senses in spiritual 
worship. 

 Caron Cooper is the new South Carolina Conference of United Methodist Women (SCCUMW) 
Spiritual Growth Retreat Coordinator. She looks forward to the fellowship we will have together in 2018. 
Events throughout the year equip us to become part of the solution to the obstacles so many women, 
children, and youth face. One of the favorite United Methodist Women events is the Spiritual Growth Retreat 
at Lake Junaluska. The theme for this year’s retreat is “It’s ALL About Grace” and The Rev. Fran Elrod, a 
native of Columbia, SC and a lifelong United Methodist, will be the keynote speaker.  Rev. Elrod has served 
in the S.C. United Methodist Conference churches as clergy and staff for nearly twenty years. She holds a 
Bachelor of Arts degree from Columbia College in Columbia, SC where she graduated Summa Cum Laude 
and is a member of the Order of the Purple Seal. She also has her Master of Divinity degree from Erskine 
Theological Seminary in Due West, SC. Rev. Elrod enjoys serving the local church and community with a 
passion for mission and ministry with all age levels.  She also serves as a leader on several boards and 
agencies that represent the ministries to which she is most committed. She enjoys mentoring, teaching, 
preaching, as well as spending time with her family, outdoors and kayaking. Contact Rev. Elrod 
at wupastor@bellsouth.net or 843-332-1196. Registration forms and reservation information can be found on 
the Welcome Table in the Education Building hallway. Registration Deadline is April 15, 2018. 

mailto:mail@graceunion.org
http://www.lakejunaluska.com/
http://www.lakejunaluska.com/
mailto:wupastor@bellsouth.net

