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Grace United Methodist Church 
Mission: To love God completely and to serve Jesus Christ unselfishly 

  P. O. Box 446, Union, South Carolina  Office: 427-1266 

Rev. David Bauknight., Pastor                                                                                Cell Phone:  803-480-2153 

April 2015 From the Pastor  
 

 Easter - Life, Faith & the 

Resurrection 
 As certain as the Sunday morning 

when the tomb was empty, there will be a 

day when God dwells with His people in a 

place without even the faintest hint of sin. 

We will rest in Him forever. Until then, 

those with resurrection life can persevere 

in giving, celebrating, and serving because we 

know we are part of a greater story. We continue 

on, even when there doesn't seem to be 

momentum or fruit, because we have already 

joined the resurrection. We remember that Jesus 

has been raised as a preview of the life to come. 

This is the world-renewing resurrection. 

 When we are standing on the other side 

of the river, we know that resurrection life is 

worth believing in. We sense power in the 

mundane…a creative, life-changing power that 

resonates the closer we get to others. It motivates 

us to serve others for the flourishing of 

humanity…but at the center is a Person. We are 

now drawn into relationship with the most 

powerful, beautiful, creative Person in the 

universe — the risen Christ. The beloved 

disciple describes Him: “And in the midst of the 

lampstands I saw one like a son of man, clothed 

with a long robe and with a golden sash around 

His chest. The hairs of His head were white like 

wool, as white as snow. His eyes were like a 

flame of fire, His feet were like burnished 

bronze, refined in a furnace, and His voice was 

like the roar of many waters. In His right hand 

He held seven stars, from His mouth came a 

sharp two-edged sword, and His face was like 

the sun shining in full strength.” (Rev. 1:13-16) 

 The resurrection is like a river that 

seems impossible to cross when we first come 

to the riverbank. We can see the other side and 

it looks good, but we aren't sure how to get 

there. But there is a ferry there as well, subtly 

hidden off to the side. Will we take the ferry of 

faith across the river of doubt? Will we redirect 

our faith to the radiant Jesus? As we do, we are 

transported to the other side, through no doing 

of our own, right into the resurrection. Jesus 

carries us there, where we begin to experience 

the benefits of the resurrected life right away…

a new authority (a gracious King), a new 

identity (truly human), and a new purpose 

(joining God in the renewal of all things). 

 By faith, Jesus' death and resurrection 

can become our death and resurrection, 

releasing us to live a truly human life. Best of 

all, when we turn away from trusting our 

unreliable selves to turn to the reliable, 

resurrected Christ, we gain intimacy with the 

most beautiful, powerful, creative, and gracious 

Person the world will ever know. 

 Life with Jesus is better. He offers 

deeper joy, more profound meaning, and true 

purpose. Life with Jesus is truer. He is the one 

we were made for.  As we join Jesus, we join 

the Person who changes everything, even us… 

   Pastor David. 

GUMCEP News 
 

 GUMCEP will be open 

Spring Break Week, April 6 – 

10, for the children.  We will 

continue to have Registration 

at GUMCEP, so if you know of 

someone that hasn’t registered 

their child, please tell them.  

Lots of learning and fun activities go on each 

day.  Come and visit any time.  

 
 
 
 

 
April 2 - Frances Kelly 
  4 - Blake Berry 
  9 - Mike Ham, Jacob McGee,  
 Bruce Parker    
10 - Donna Long 
11 - Mary Katherine James 
14 - Glenn Hibbard 
15 - Harrison Kelly 
16 - Harriet Cohen, Josh Ham,  
 Preston Morton,  
 Kameron Zimmerman 
17 - Joe Lawson 
21 - Gene Childers 
22 - Jacob Gault, Brooke Valentine 
23 - John Simmons Fallaw 
25 - Linda Cassels 
26 - Buddy Blackmon 
28 - Virginia Blackmon 
29 - Fran Love 
30 - Amy Bruce, Sheryl Price 

mailto:mail@graceunion.org


Upcoming Walk to Emmaus! 
 

On an Emmaus Walk: 
 You will enjoy three days of singing, learning, laughing, 
worshiping, reflecting, praying and participating in small groups.  
Discussions center around fifteen talks given by laity and clergy.  
These talks present the theme of God’s grace, how that grace comes 

alive in the Christian community, and how it is expressed in the world.  You’ll also 
discover how grace is real in your life, how you live a life of grace, and how you bring that 
grace to others.  You will have the opportunity to participate in the daily celebration of 
Holy Communion and to understand more fully the body of Christ.  You will experience 
God’s grace through the prayers and acts of anonymous service offered by the Emmaus 
community.  You will leave with an experience of Christian love in action that will equip 
you for new levels of grace-filled service and leadership. Visit - http://
www.midlandsemmaus.com/ for more information.  Applications are available on the 
Welcome Table! 

May 21-24, 2015 – Men 
May 28-31, 2015 – Women 

Milestones for Children 
 

 In 1994, Packie Whitener, Sunday School Superintendent, and Carolyn Turner, 
Program Director, issued the following “Milestone” challenges with the objective of insuring 
that once a student completed seven years in Sunday School at Grace, they would be 
literate in the most important aspects of Christian education. 
 These milestones would be encouraged at Sunday School, “but the real work needed 
to be done at home”.  When the child was ready, he/she recited his/her milestone to the 
Sunday School teacher and this was recorded.  The teacher then reported those completing 
a milestone to the program director.  Students completing the milestones would then have 
their name published in the newsletter.                       
 Listed below were the milestones for each age level….rearranged just a little. 
  3 yr. – “Jesus loves Me” 
  4 yr. – “Jesus Loves the Little Children” 
  5 yr. – the “Doxology” 
  1st grade – “Gloria Patri” 
  2nd grade – Lord’s Prayer 
  3rd grade – The 10 Commandments 
  4th grade – Psalm 100    
  5th grade – Psalm 23 
  6th grade – Apostle’s Creed 
  7th grade – Books of the Bible 
 We would like to encourage our parents and Sunday School teachers to re-instate 
these very worthwhile milestones into the lives of our children.  The value of some ideas will 
never grow old!   We would like to thank Mrs. Whitener and Mrs. Turner for yesterday’s work 
that continues to inspire our children’s ministry today.  

What does God’s Word say about church 
attendance? 

 

 Church attendance is indispensable, for there your soul 
is fed from God's Word, you're challenged and encouraged by 
other believers, and you find grace. Some people think they can 
be independent of the body of believers in the local church but, 
in so doing, they are attempting to separate the Head from the 
body. God works in His church, Christ is the Head of the body, 
and His presence is there among His members. "Obey those 

who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must 
give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for 
you" (Hebrews 13:17). "And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good 
works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but 
exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching" (Hebrews 
10:24-25). 

Prayer Shawl Thank you 
 

Dear Lucy Lee Shuler Circle, 
 The scarf you sent me was a wonderful and beautiful surprise 
…and my favorite color!   It was so precious of you to think of me.  
Did Sherry tell you that I wore it immediately when we went to get a 
late bite to eat?   It was large enough that I draped it around my 
shoulders like a small shawl, and it looked great.  THEN, I wore it to 
the hospital the next morning when I went for my surgery.  I really love it and cherish it as 
a loving gift.  
 I must tell you that I equally loved the card with it. There were some of my favorite 
Bible verses in it.  I underlined them and wrote "Amen" beside them.  I am putting the card 
in my keepsakes. You must ask Sherry about my "keepsakes".  Only things that are really 
dear to me get placed there.  I hope this finds you well, and I pray that God's Holy Spirit 
will be with you and bless you abundantly with health, happiness, peace, love and joy as I 
send you blessings in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior. 
                Your friend in Christ, Mimi................Sherry's mom 

Open House 
Sunday, April 12, 1:00 - 5:00 pm 

For more information visit - 
www.asburhills.org  

http://www.midlandsemmaus.com/
http://www.midlandsemmaus.com/
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Hebrews%2013.17
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Hebrews%2010.24-25
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Hebrews%2010.24-25


 

New F.L.I.G.H.T  
Sunday School Teachers 

 

 It is with great joy that we welcome 
Kris and Mike Zimmerman as our new 
children’s Sunday School teaching team.  
Kris and Mike have enthusiastically 
accepted the call to become our new 
permanent F.L.I.G.H.T. (Finding Light in 
God’s Heavenly Truth) Sunday School 
teachers!  We know our children will 
benefit greatly from their love of God and 
children. Thank you for using your gifts 
and talents as a dedicated team to 
instruct our precious children! There is no 
greater calling than this! 

Well Done Lenten Worship 
Volunteers, Musicians,  

and Pastors! 
 

 During Lenten season 2015, the 
Lord’s table was set for us each week as 
we feasted upon His presence during the 
Lenten message given at Grace UMC.  
Each of our seven different Pastors 
brought their own unique gifts and graces 
to inspire us with thought provoking 
insights for the 40 days of Lent.  After 
receiving spiritual nourishment, we were 
“Graced” with “delicious food, beautiful 
tables, and pretty music” as one of our 
members commented.  Thanks to all the 
many participants for serving Him by 
serving our community! 

Calling All Senior Adults! 
 

 Would you like to improve your 
quality of life physically, mentally, and 
spiritually? Please join us as we begin our 
brand new Senior FIT Club! This faith-
based fitness initiative encourages you to 
be well of body, wise of mind, and whole 
of spirit.  
 The six-week program will meet on 
Tuesdays at 10 am in the Fellowship Hall, 
April 14-May 19. Each week, our hour 
together will begin with devotion and 
prayer time, followed by a low-impact 
fitness class, designed to improve 
strength, flexibility, balance, and range of 
motion for a healthy, active lifestyle. 
Chairs will be used for seated exercises 
as well as for support during the standing 
portion of the workout. You will always be 
encouraged to proceed at your own pace, 
even if you haven't exercised in years! 
 Please join us for fellowship, 
fitness, and fun! And bring a friend! 
 Sign up by calling the church 
office.  For more information: Call Susan 
Ingram (Dr. & Mrs. Stan James daughter) 
at: 843-409-1391.   

F.L.I.G.H.T Sunday School  
Curriculum for April 

 

 Is your robot causing you 
problems? Well tune in to Dr. Tomorrow's 
Robot Repair Shop to learn how to fix 
those faulty robot parts. And while they 
are here, children ages 1st – 5th grade will 
learn how to associate a part of their body 
with a Biblical truth.  In this new Sunday 
School series, Dr. Tomorrow teaches us 
that the parts of our bodies can remind us 
to live for God. 

An Evening of Civil War Music 
 

 In honor of the 150th anniversary of 
the Civil War, the Union Music Club will 
sponsor “An Evening of Civil War Music” 
on Thursday, April 30th, at 7:00pm in the 
USC-U Auditorium. Dressed in period 
clothing,  Dr. David B. Thompson from 
Limestone College will present a program 
of piano music from the Civil War 
era.  Tickets are $10.00 and may be 
purchased at the Union County Museum, 
Union County Arts Council office, or from 
Union Music Club members.  All proceeds 
will go toward Music Scholarships.  

Maundy Thursday  
Service Worship 

 

 Plan to attend our 
Maundy Thursday Worship 
Service at 7:00 pm on 
Thursday, April 2.  We will 
worship with Communion and 

the “Stripping of the Altar.”  Plan now to 
share in this special service.  

The Living  
Easter Cross 

Will Be Beautiful 
 

 Please bring cut 
flowers, flowering trees, 
etc. to decorate the living 
cross in front of the church on Easter 
morning.  Someone will be outside before 
Sunday school and church to assist you. 
 This is also a great photo 
opportunity for you and your family, so 
bring your camera!  We deeply appreciate 
Trip and Drew Sheorn for continuing to 
erect both our cross inside the sanctuary 
and in the front yard.  

Help Wanted to 
Identify Graduates 

 

 Graduate Recognition 
Day will be May 17th.  High 
School grads will receive an 
engraved Bible and Higher 
Education degrees, a devotional book.  
After the service, grads and their 
immediate families and grandparents will 
enjoy a luncheon in the fellowship hall.   
 We are excited to have four High 
School graduates this year - Blake Berry, 
Jacob Gault, Charlie Long and Caroline 
Moss.  Since we also recognize higher 
education degrees, we ask these 
graduates to contact the church office with 
their information as soon as possible.   
 All graduates are asked to call the 
office and reserve the number of guests 
that will be attending the luncheon by May 
11th. We are so proud of all of you! 

 We also thank Kris and Mike 

Zimmerman for going the extra mile by 
creating Robbie the Robot  to make 
Sunday School an “unforgettable” 
experience! 

Meet Robbie the Robot 



 

Offering Report as of                 March 22,  2015 
2015  Budget                                       $381,728.00 
Needed for 2015 Budget Y-T-D              88,088.16 
Budget Rec’d Y-T-D                       69,585.44 
Surplus/Deficit Y-T-D                             -18,502.72 
Weekly Offering Needed                         7,340.43 
Expenses Y-T-D                                      77,126.41  

Stewardship  
Report 
2015 

Because We Care 
 

Providence Place, PA: Catherine Cooksey 

Savannah Grace-Palms, 

     of Mt. Pleasant, SC: Judith Eversman 

NHC, Laurens, SC: Cornelia Huggins 

Easley, SC: Eleanor Hawkins 

Heartland Residential: Ruth Gregory, 

  Betty Lidkea & Mary Jo Rogers 

Heartland Nursing:  Mary Maness,  

  Lib Ruff 

Ellen Sagar Nursing:  Lib Johns 

 

    Choir Rehearsals:  
 7:30  pm  Wed., April  1, 15, 22  
  and 29 
 No Rehearsal April 8 
  

    Bells of Grace:  
 5:45 pm Sun., Apr. 19 & 26  

      No Rehearsal April 5 & 12 

 

  

 
 
 March 29th the youth hosted a Hot-
Dog Lunch with great attendance.  After the 
meal, children enjoyed hunting Easter eggs 
hidden by the youth.  Proceeds from this 
fundraiser will fund upcoming youth trips and 
events.  The youth thank everyone for their 
continued support of this ministry, especially 
the ladies who assisted in the kitchen.  
 Due to many youth participating in 
sports, we were unable to attend Acquire the 
Fire this year.  We are looking forward to 
attending next year! 
 April is here! That means good 
weather, spring cleaning, and grass to be 
cut, but it also means a new adventure for 
the youth as they head to Gravitopia in 
Greenville on April 18th.   We will depart at 
12:00 PM, and the cost will be $24.00 plus 
money for Chick-fil-A.   
 Don’t forget the youth have 
Homework Nights each Wednesday 
evenings from  6:15pm-7:30pm.  Our times 
were changed to accommodate sports 
schedules. Join us to make homework less 
challenging. 
 Be sure to join us on Sunday 
evenings as we explore the Bible with food  
and fellowship together.  Plan to be here 
from 5-6:30PM.  Our current focus is on Max 
Lucado’s series “Made to make a difference” 
with lessons on “Poverty is a Priority” and 
“Do good quietly”. This series has become a 
favorite, and this summer the youth would 
like to participate in two ministries that spoke 
to them: “Loose Change to Loosen Chains” 
and “Hoops for Change”.  More information 
on these ministries will be forthcoming.    
Everyone is welcome so invite a friend!  

Ring Those Bells, 
Children! 

 

 What does Sally 
Summers have up her sleeve 
now?  Well, we have purchased 

a new set of bells for the children to play, 
and Sally already has them playing a 
song!  With great wisdom and teaching 
experience, Sally allows the children to 
randomly ring their bells for a minute or 
so.  Then, it is down to “real” practice 
time!  Watch out Bells of Grace!  You may 
be in for some tough competition sooner 
than you think! 

Young at Heart 
 

Mark Your Calendars! 
The next YAH meeting 
will be Wednesday, April 
8th at noon! See you 
there! 

Circle Corner 
 

Circle of Hope – 10:00 AM, Apr. 6  in 

Fellowship Hall to work on 
costumes. 
 

Johnnie Sanders Cir.- 
11:00 AM, Apr. 6, Parlor - 
Then to Andy’s for lunch  
 

Lucy Lee Shuler Cir. – 6:00 PM, Apr. 8 

Choirfest 2015 
 

 Don’t forget to 
support Choirfest on 
April 26th, 6:30pm at 
Duncan Acres UMC.  A 
love offering will be received for NHN that 
night. 

 Family Night Supper  
 

 We will resume our 
Family Night Suppers  
Wednesday, April 22nd at 6:30 
PM.  Please bring a covered-
dish with enough for your 
family plus one and enjoy the good food 
and fellowship.  

New Pre - K 
Sunday School Class 

 

 On April 5, Easter Sunday, there will 

be a new Sunday School Class beginning 

for children ages 3 – 5.  Everyone is 

excited about this new class.  Students will 

hear Bible Stories, and experience God’s 

word, along with doing hands on crafts to 

go along with the story.  The class will be 

located upstairs in the Education Building.  

Please bring your child, as we can’t wait for 

this exciting day! 

Food Preparation for MCF/
Sonshiners/ Gems & Stars 

 

 Since we have combined food 
preparation for both MCF/Sonshiners and 
our new Jr. High group, GYMS and 
STARS, some people have had questions 
about how much food to prepare.  An easy 
and kid pleasing solution to this dilemma is 
to simply pick up about 5 pizzas from one 
of the local pizza restaurants.  The two 
most popular pizzas are cheese and 
pepperoni, more cheese than 
pepperoni.  Both groups eat at 5pm, so 
come a little early to serve!  As always, the 
church will reimburse you for any 
expenses.  Just give your receipts to 
Sherry Bauknight.  (Feel free to prepare 
any meal you enjoy serving, but pizza is 
always a hit!)  



Why we established this ministry… 
 Our insurance carriers noticed an 
increase in adult on child abuse cases in 
churches across the board: this is not just an 
issue in other denominations.  We were 
directed to do something to make our 
churches a safe place for all people.  
However, the policy isn’t just for children.  
This program also safeguards the church, its staff & its volunteers (YOU & ME) 
from false accusations or any appearance of impropriety. 
 Our formal written guidelines in the document “Safe Sanctuaries & 
Procedures” are intended to prevent the opportunity or appearance of abuse.  
Because we have these guidelines, we (as a church) are held to a higher standard 
than the general public. We not only have a legal obligation but a moral 
responsibility to follow these guidelines while allowing God’s spirit to be fully lived 
out in us.  The guidelines are not “hoops to jump through”, they are a way to 
ensure the safety of every person on the church premises.  
Why Safe Sanctuaries? 
 We feel called and mandated to ensure a safe sanctuary for all God’s 
people.  We seek to prevent the occurrence or even the appearance of abuse. We 
aim to protect workers from false accusations and/or suspicions. 
 If you are working with our children or youth in any capacity, please come 
by the church office to pick up a background check application or download one 
from the church website (www.graceunion.org – click Info Center, Church Forms, 
and print).  The cost to process the application through Trak-1 is $10.00.   Please 
help us help one another to be God’s representatives in ALL aspects of life!! 

     The answer is …..the Circle of Hope making new Biblical 
costumes for our church!  We will really enjoy the fruits of your 
labor!  Thank you so much ladies for your labor of love! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have you Heard about NarroWay Productions? 
 

 Located just outside Charlotte, The NarroWay Theatre can turn any trip into a fun-filled, 
Christian experience!  NarroWay Productions are touted "The Broadway of Christian 
entertainment" and “Christian Theatre at its best”! 
  See why NarroWay is the premier Christian theatre of the South! Take in a delicious 
dinner and a hearty serving of Southern hospitality as every audience is greeted and served by 
the NarroWay cast. Live animals, talented actors, original scripts, inspiring music and a 
delicious meal themed after the show are all part of the NarroWay experience. 
 Enjoy the finest entertainment in the South, with fun-filled dinner shows in a schedule 
that runs year-round!  Adding new shows each year, NarroWay features a variety of original, 
large-scale, Broadway-style musicals; spectacular holiday shows for Christmas and Easter; 
epic biblical productions; mystery theatre shows; day trips; children's field trips and more!  
 For pricing and more information visit: http://narroway.net/ 

Sewing Machines + Cake + Coffee + 
Fellowship + Laughter = ???? 

Don’t Miss the NBC  
“A.D. The Bible Continues”  

starting Easter Sunday! 
  

 From executive producers Roma Downey ("The 
Bible") and Mark Burnett ("The Bible," "The Voice") 
comes an uplifting spiritual journey through the later 

chapters of biblical history. "A.D. The Bible Continues" picks up where the smash hit 
miniseries "The Bible" left off, continuing the greatest story ever told and exploring the 
exciting and inspiring events that followed the Crucifixion of Christ.  SERIES PREMIERE 
APRIL 5th  at 9:00 PM. 

Teamwork! 
 

 Researchers once did a study with horses to determine 
the true value of team effort. The study revealed that one horse 
pulling alone was able to pull 2,500 pounds. The test was then 
repeated with two horses pulling together; the two horses were 

able to pull 12,500 pounds! The two horses together were able to pull five times more weight 
than one horse alone could pull!!  Let’s increase what we can do for God by pulling together!  
As a church, we have no team but God’s. 

http://www.graceunion.org

