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The Gifts of God 

Christmas Day – The Gift of Joy 

December 25, 2016 
 

Welcome and Opening prayer 

 

 

Opening Hymn 379 O Come, All Ye Faithful 

 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold Him 

Born the king of angels: Refrain 

 

Refrain  O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

    Christ the Lord! 

 

2 Highest, most holy, 

Light of Light eternal, 

Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 

Son of the Father 

Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 

 

3 Sing, choirs of angels, 

Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God 

In the highest: Refrain 
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(Stand) 

 

4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 

Born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n! 

Word of the Father 

Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 

 

 

Invocation 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and 

of the Holy Spirit 

People: Amen 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 

Pastor: O heavenly Father, on this day of great joy, we 

acknowledge before You the sorrow and grief 

that still remains in us.  We are the reason Your 

Son came into this world of ours to suffer and die 

for our salvation. 

People: O Father, on account of our sin, we deserve 

Your anger. We deserve to be deserted 

eternally. 

 

Pastor: Lord God, hear our silent confession of our sins 

that made it necessary for You to send Your Son. 

 

 

(Silent reflection and confession) 

 

 



 4 

Pastor: Our Savior has come!  We are not deserted.  He 

sought us out and has found us.  He has 

redeemed us and has bought us from the one 

who controlled us, Satan himself.  Jesus has made 

us His own.  In Jesus Christ, God the Father has 

forgiven you.  As a called and ordained servant of 

the Word I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen 

 

 

Christmas Vesicles 

 
Pastor: How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of 

him who brings good news, who publishes peace, 

who brings good news of happiness, who 

publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God 

reigns.” The voice of your watchmen – they lift up 

their voice, together they sing for joy; for eye to 

eye they see the return of the Lord to Zion. 

People: Break forth together into singing, you waste 

places of Jerusalem, for the Lord has 

comforted His people; He has redeemed 

Jerusalem.  The Lord has bared His holy arm 

before the eyes of all the nations, and all the 

ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our 

God. 

 

 

(Sit) 
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Hymn  LSB 386 “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice” 

 
1 Now sing we, now rejoice, 

Now raise to heav’n our voice; 

     He from whom joy streameth 

Poor in a manger lies; 

     Not so brightly beameth 

The sun in yonder skies. 

     Thou my Savior art! 

     Thou my Savior art! 

 

2 Come from on high to me; 

I cannot rise to Thee. 

     Cheer my wearied spirit, 

O pure and holy Child; 

     Through Thy grace and merit, 

Blest Jesus, Lord most mild, 

     Draw me unto Thee! 

     Draw me unto Thee! 

 

3 Now through His Son doth shine 

The Father’s grace divine. 

     Death was reigning o’er us  

Through sin and vanity 

     Till He opened for us  

A bright eternity.  

     May we praise Him there! 

     May we praise Him there! 

 

4 Oh, where shall joy be found? 

Where but on heav’nly ground? 

     Where the angels singing 

With all His saints unite, 
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     Sweetest praises bringing 

In heav’nly joy and light. 

     Oh, that we were there! 

     Oh, that we were there! 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 52: 7-10 

 
7How beautiful upon the mountains 

are the feet of him who brings good news, 

who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, 

who publishes salvation, 

who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; 

together they sing for joy; 

for eye to eye they see 

the return of the LORD to Zion. 
9Break forth together into singing, 

you waste places of Jerusalem, 

for the LORD has comforted his people; 

he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10The LORD has bared his holy arm 

before the eyes of all the nations, 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 

the salvation of our God. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Epistle Lesson Hebrews 1: 5-9 

 
5For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

“You are my Son, 
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today I have begotten you”? 

Or again, 

“I will be to him a father, 

and he shall be to me a son”? 

6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 

“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 
7Of the angels he says, 

“He makes his angels winds, 

and his ministers a flame of fire.” 

8But of the Son he says, 

“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 

the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. 
9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 

therefore God, your God, has anointed you 

with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

(Stand) 

 

 

Gospel Lesson Luke 2: 1-14 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
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1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all 

the world should be registered. 2This was the first registration 

when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be 

registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up 

from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of 

David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 

and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, 

who was with child. 6And while they were there, the time came 

for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 

wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place for them in the inn. 
8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the 

Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to 

them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy 

that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in 

the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will 

be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling 

cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the 

angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
14“Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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(Sit) 

 

 

Sermon Hymn LSB 390 “Let Us All With Gladsome Voice” 

 

1 Let us all with gladsome voice 

    Praise the God of heaven, 

Who, to bid our hearts rejoice, 

    His own Son hath given. 

 

2 To this vale of tears He comes, 

    Here to serve in sadness, 

That with Him in heav’n’s fair homes 

    We may reign in gladness. 

3 We are rich, for He was poor; 

    Is not this a wonder? 

Therefore praise God evermore 

    Here on earth and yonder. 

 

4 Christ, our Lord and Savior dear, 

    Be Thou ever near us. 

Grant us now a glad new year. 

    Amen, Jesus, hear us. 

 

 

Sermon “The Gift of Joy” 

 

(Stand) 
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Apostles' Creed 

 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     Maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and 

the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

 

Offering 
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Pastor: On this festal day as we celebrate the incarnation 

of our Lord, Jesus Christ, let us now lift up holy 

hands in prayer for the Church and the world. 

 

Pastor: … Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: Joining in heaven’s eternal praise for the revelation 

of Your love in Your Word made flesh, we boldly 

lay all our petitions before You, dear Father, 

trusting that You will hear us for His sake, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

Lord's Prayer 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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Benediction 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you 

and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 

peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 

Closing Hymn 387 Joy to the World 

 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

    Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 

    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

    Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

    Repeat the sounding joy, 

    Repeat the sounding joy, 

    Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow 

    Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 

    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as, far as the curse is found. 
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4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

    And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 

    And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders, wonders of His love. 

 

 

Postlude 
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THIS WEEK AT PEACE 
 

TODAY CHRISTMAS DAY 

12/25 CHRISTMAS  SERVICE 10:00 AM 
  
  
MONDAY GIP CLOSED  
12/26  
 
TUESDAY  NO KNIT/CROCHET   
12/27  
 
WEDNESDAY GIP CHAPEL  9:00 AM 
12/28  
 
THURSDAY  
12/29  
 
FRIDAY PASTOR’S DAY WITH FAMILY 
12/30  
 

SATURDAY NEW YEAR’S EVE SERVICE 3:00 PM 
12/31     7:00 PM 
 
SUNDAY NEW YEAR’S DAY 

01/01 NEW YEAR’S DAY SERVICE 10:00 AM 
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EXPRESSIONS OF OUR LOVE TO GOD 

IN WORSHIP 

LAST WEEK 
TOTAL 

35 
8:30 AM 11:00 AM 

31 4 

WEDNESDAY 

ADVENT SERVICE 
59 

SUNDAY ADULT 

BIBLE STUDY  
10 

SUNDAY 

SCHOOL 
2 

THURS AM 

BIBLE STUDY 
 

IN OFFERINGS 
OFFERINGS TO 

DATE 
$291,680.11  

BUDGET TO 

DATE 
$294,230.73 

12/18 
$7,152.00 

GENERAL FUND TOTAL $7,152.00; 
FLOWER FUND $61.00;  SIGN RENT $250.00 

THOSE SERVING TODAY 

 10:00  AM 

ELDERS 

Gary Thurnau 
Jim Ewart 

Ron Johnson 
Reed McCubbin 

USHERS 

Robert Brown 
Kent Pritzel 
Dennis Rapp 

Elijah Truelove 

GREETERS Punky McDaniel 

ALTAR GUILD Peggy Noah 

ALTAR CARE Nita Runge 

FLOWERS  

MUSIC Luke Nicolay 



 16 

 

 

 

LUTHERAN WITNESS 
IT IS TIME FOR THE LUTHERAN WITNESS RENEWALS FOR THE 

NEW YEAR.  THE PRICE IS $16.00 FOR ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION.   

YOUR RENEWAL IS NOT AUTOMATIC. TO RENEW OR 

SUBSCRIBE TO THE LUTHERAN WITNESS, YOU MUST CONTACT THE CHURCH 

OFFICE OR MAKE A CHECK OUT TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH WITH NOTATION “FOR 

LUTHERAN WITNESS”. THE DEADLINE IS SUNDAY, JANUARY 22, 2017.  IF THERE IS NO 

RESPONSE YOUR NAME IS REMOVED FROM THE LISTING.   
 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
ARE IN YOUR MAILBOXES 

 

A CHURCH VOTER’S MEETING WILL BE HELD 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8, 2017, BETWEEN SERVICES 
 

New Year's Eve – Saturday; 31st Dec. –  
(3:00 PM, 7:00 PM) with communion 

 
News Year's Day –  Sunday, 1st Jan –  

(10:00 AM Blended Service with 
communion) 

 
The Congregation is invited to 
attend  the 50th Anniversary  
for Reed & Cindy McCubbin.  
January 1, 2017 in the Church 

and Fellowship Hall at 1:30 PM.  We 
will be renewing our Vows and celebrating with 

refreshments in the fellowship hall. Please no gifts. 
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God is good!   Thank you to all those who worked so hard to 

acquire the funds needed to purchase new cots for the children 

here at Grow in Peace.  $2400 secured through fundraising, 

donations and Thrivent funds!   A huge Thank you and thank 

you!    Sometime after the new year we will purchase the new 

cots and donate the gently used old ones we have to an inner 

city Child Care Center.  If you know of one that has a need 

please let Ms. Carla know.  Much love and gratitude. 

Carla Hamilton 

Many thanks and warm wishes to the ladies of the LWML for 

the generous donation ingathering of warm hats, gloves, mittens 

and sets.  Grow in Peace will use these many times to keep the 

children of GIP warm when we play outside this season and 

beyond! Warm wishes to each of you this season 

 Carla Hamilton 

 
 Thanks to everyo9ne who helped with the 
Children’s Christmas Program.  It was a big 
success and was enjoyed by all. . 
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Growing in Wisdom and  

in Grace at GIP... 

 
This week at Grow In Peace, we are learning about how the star 

led the Wise Men to Jesus from afar. The Wise Men saw the 

star in the East and knew to follow it to find the newborn king. 

When they came to Jerusalem they went to king Herod and 

asked him where the new king is. Herod was disturbed by the 

news and told the men to find the baby so that he could worship 

him too. When they arrived to see Jesus, they gave him gifts of 

gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Then the Wise Men returned to 

their homes on another route because they were warned not to 

go back to Herod.  

The verse for the week was, "Arise, shine, for your light has 

come." Isaiah 60:1 

 

Activities: 

 

Hand Christmas trees: art project 

Sorting bows: math concepts  

Sponge star prints: fine motor skills  

Counting stars: small group activity  

 

We also celebrated Christmas in our classrooms with parties and 

pajama day on Friday!  

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS!  
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PRAYERS OF PEACE  
Prayer Chain:  Peace prayer chain members take the prayer needs of 
friends and members of Peace to the Lord in times of need. If you have 
a need for prayer, please call the church office (353-3813) any week 
day or Sheila Dalen (585-7715) any time to be included in the prayers 
for that day. You may now submit prayer requests through our new 
website at: www.peacelutheranlcms.org  
 
For our Homebound Members: 
“Be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.”  Ephesians 6: 18 

 
 J. D. Smith  Al Kuegele 
 Joann Crawford  Mary Tanck 
 Marcella Ellison   Elvera Bailey 
 Iona Ralls  Ruth Wurdeman 
 Ed Schnitker  Joe Major 
 Herb Grasher  Betty Enke 
 Margaret Koontz  Betty Halling 
 Bonnie Haney  June Schaedel 
 Maxine Cook  Jean Tieman 
 
Prayers Suggestions: 
 
 Pastor Scott Lemmermann (Ascension – Kansas City, MO) 
  A.J. Zearley 
 
For Those Ill and Recovering: 
“Pray for each other that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is 
powerful and effective.” James 5: 16 

 

 Laura Turek  Jackie Britt 
 Jim and Connie Gardner  Peggy Hoeppner 
 Barbara Taylor  Carey Weinel 
 
 
For Peace and Comfort: 
 
 
For those Active in the Military: 
 

 Robert Baker  Josh Krahenbuhl 
 Sean Cochran  Tyler Krahenbuhl 
 Joshua Hinrichs  Michael Stansberry 
 Brody Ewart  Brandon Seutter 
 Stephanie Griddine  Jason Scrivener 
 Kayla Schulte 

http://www.peacelutheranlcms.org/

