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PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
8240 Blue Ridge Boulevard, Kansas City, Missouri 64138 

peacelutheranlcms@att.net  www.peacelutheranlcms.org 

  Office: 816-353-3813   
 

December 24, 2021 
 

Prelude "Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming" 

Piano Duet: arr. Victor Labenske (b. 1963) 

 Edward Poston and Donna Fast 
 

Tyler McTavish, trumpet "Angels We Have Heard on High" 

 arr. Sue Wallace and John Head 
  

 
Emily Foltz, oboe "A Christmas Prelude" 

 arr. Charles Callahan (b. 1951) 
  

 
Brass ensemble and Organ     “Coventry Carol” 

     arr. David Giardiniere (b. 1955) 

 

Dave Loesch, baritone "The Rose of Bethlehem" 

  by Lowell Alexander (b. 1963) 
  

 

Vocal Duets:  “Once in Royal David’s City” 

Lacey and Nick Harmantzis arr. Richard Walters (b. 1982) 

 

 “Creator of the Stars of Night” 

 arr. John Scott (b. 1956) 

 
Brass ensemble and Organ "Christmas Fantasy" 

  arr. Joel Raney (b. 1956) 

mailto:peacelutheranlcms@att.net
http://www.peacelutheranlcms.org/
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Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

 

Processional Hymn 388 "Go Tell It on the Mountain" 

Choir and Congregation arr. Robert A: Hobby (b. 1962) 

 

 

Ref (All) Go tell it on the mountain, 

Over the hills and ev’rywhere; 

Go tell it on the mountain 

That Jesus Christ is born! 
 

1. Women While shepherds kept their watching 

O’er silent flocks by night, 

Behold, throughout the heavens 

There shone a holy light.  

 (Refrain) All 
 

2.Men The shepherds feared and trembled 

When lo, above the earth 

Rang out the angel chorus 

That hailed our Savior’s birth.  

 (Refrain) All 
 

3.All Down in a lonely manger 

The humble Christ was born; 

And God sent us salvation 

That blessèd Christmas morn.  

 (Refrain) All 
Text: Public domain 
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Invocation 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 

 

Opening Sentences 

 
P Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man.   

C He will dwell with them, and they will be his 

people, and God himself will be with them as their 

God. (Revelation 21:3) 

 

P Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and they shall call his name Immanuel 

C which means, God with us. (Matthew 1:23) 

 

P Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice, 

C and let them say among the nations, “The Lord 

reigns!” (1 Chronicles 16:31) 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

P We gather this night, desiring to praise God and 

worship the Prince of Peace with clean hands 

and pure hearts.  Yet we see in ourselves the sin 

that is ever present in our lives.  Let us make 

confession before Him, trusting in His promise of 

forgiveness. 

C Lord Jesus, You came into this sin-filled world to 

save people like me.  I am guilty of sinning 

against You in all that I do, in all that I think, and 

in all that I say.  I realize that I have turned away 
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from You to the things of this world to find joy in 

my life.  I pray to You for mercy, that You would 

forgive me all my sins, and make me pure and 

clean once more.  Amen 

 

P Be not afraid and do not despair, for unto you is 

born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 

Christ the Lord.  God has sent His Son into the 

world to grant to us forgiveness of our sins.  As a 

called and ordained servant of the Christ Child, 

and by His authority, I announce the grace of 

God to all of you.  In the stead and by the 

command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you 

all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 

 

 
Song Mary’s Little Boy Child  

Praise Team Only arr. Tom Fettke (b. 1941) 
 

 

Old Testament Isaiah 7: 10-14 
 

10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your 

God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz 

said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 
13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for 

you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore 

the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall 

conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.  

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



 6 

 

Oboe Solo "The First Noel" 

Handbell Choir  arr. Nara Lee (b. 1984) 

Donna Fast, Piano 

Emily Foltz, Oboe  

 

 

 

Epistle 1 John 4:7-16 
 

7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and 

whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 
8Anyone who does not love does not know God, because 

God is love. 9In this the love of God was made manifest 

among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that 

we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we have 

loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 

propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved us, we 

also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen 

God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love 

is perfected in us. 

 
13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, 

because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen 

and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior 

of the world. 15Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of 

God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16So we have 

come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. 

God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and 

God abides in him. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Song "Away in a Manger" 

Adult Choir arr. Mack Wilberg (b. 1955)  

Emily Foltz, oboe 
 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:1–20 
 

1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that 

all the world should be registered. 2This was the first 

registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all 

went to be registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph 

also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to 

Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 

because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be 

registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And 

while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 
7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there 

was no place for them in the inn. 

 
8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the 

field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9And an angel 

of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 10And the 

angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good 

news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto 

you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ 

the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 

wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host praising God and saying, 

14“Glory to God in the highest, 

 and on earth peace among those with whom he is 

pleased!” 
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15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem 

and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 

made known to us.” 16And they went with haste and found 

Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And 

when they saw it, they made known the saying that had 

been told them concerning this child. 18And all who heard it 

wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary 

treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 
20And the shepherds returned, glorifying, and praising God 

for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

Apostles' Creed 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and 

the dead. 

 



 9 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

Sermon Hymn LSB 368 "Angels We Have Heard on High" 

Congregation & Choir arr. Michael Burkhardt (b. 1957) 
 
1 Angels we have heard on high, 

    Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply, 

    Echoing their joyous strains. Refrain 

 

ref Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

    Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 

    Which inspire your heav’nly song? Refrain 

 

3 Come to Bethlehem and see 

    Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee 

    Christ the Lord, the newborn King. Refrain 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

 

Sermon “The Voice of an Angel and a Sign of Great Joy” 

 Luke 2:1-20 
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Offering "Joseph Dearest, Joseph Mine" 

Adult Choir arr B. Wayne Bisbee (b. 1934) 

Instrumental Ensemble 

Lacey and Nick Harmendzis: soprano and baritone soloists 

 

 

(An offering plate is located by the exit of the 

sanctuary. Please be sure to place your offering in 

the plate as you leave the sanctuary.) 

 

 

Prayers of the Church 
 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ 

Jesus and for all people according to their 

needs. 

 

 

P …  Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

 

P Almighty Father, You have given Your Son, born 

of Mary, to be the Savior of the world. Send Your 

Spirit and abide with us, that we might confess 

that Jesus is the Savior of the world and abide in 

Your love until He comes again in glory; for He 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

Benediction 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make 

His face shine on you and be gracious to you; The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give T you 

peace. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

Lighting of the Candles 
 

 

(The Pastor will initiate the lighting of the candles.) 

 
 



 12 

 

Closing Hymn  363 “Silent Night, Holy Night” 

Congregation & Choir arr. James Biery (b. 1956) 

 
1 Silent night, holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

    Sleep in heavenly peace, 

    Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
2 Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

    Christ, the Savior, is born! 

    Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 
3 Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 

    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 
4 Silent night, holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

    Sleep in heavenly peace, 

    Sleep in heavenly peace. 
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RECESSIONAL 
 

(The congregation will be ushered out through the 

front of the sanctuary. Please be sure to practice 

social distancing as you leave. A basket is 

available for your candle near the exit doors.) 
 

 361 "O Little Town of Bethlehem" 
 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, 

    How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

    The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

    The everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

    Are met in thee tonight. 
 

3 How silently, how silently 

    The wondrous gift is giv’n! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

    The blessings of His heav’n. 

No ear may hear His coming; 

    But in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive Him, still 

    The dear Christ enters in. 
Text: Public domain 

 

 374 "Gentle Mary Laid Her Child" 
 

3 Gentle Mary laid her child 

    Lowly in a manger; 

He is still the Undefiled 

    But no more a stranger. 

Son of God of humble birth, 

    Beautiful the story; 

Praise His name in all the earth; 

    Hail the King of glory! 
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 370 "What Child Is This" 
 

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

    On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

    While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

    Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 

    The babe, the son of Mary! 

 

3 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

    Come, peasant, king, to own Him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; 

    Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 

Raise, raise the song on high, 

The virgin sings her lullaby; 

    Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 

    The babe, the son of Mary! 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

 

 “We Wish You A Merry Christmas” 

  

We wish you a merry Christmas 

We wish you a merry Christmas 

We wish you a merry Christmas  

and a happy new year.  

 

 

The joy of the Lord be with you, 

His love ever live within you 

And bring you a merry Christmas  

Each day of the year 
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Good tidings we bring 

From Jesus our King 

Good tidings of Christmas  

And a happy new Year.  

 

 
  

Postlude: Toccatina on “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

 Richard Elliot (b. 1957) 

 
 

Special Thank You to the following:  

 

Instrumentalists 
 

Emily Foltz, oboe 

Tyler McTavish, Emma Caldwell*, trumpet I 

Lee Hake, trumpet II 

Cameron Akagi, trombone I 

Andrew Hakenewerth, trombone II 

Dona Fast, keyboard II 

Keith Kirchoff, timpani & percussion 

 

* alternate player 
 

Adult Choir 
 

Soprano Alto Tenor Bass 
Linda Gardner  Ruth Brackman  Ken Fast Dave Loesch 

Ruth Oexman  Cheryl Enke (Edward Poston) Homer Oexman 

Carol Malone  Donna Fast    

 Martha Clemons    

 

Vocal Soloists 

 
Lacey Harmantzis, soprano 

Nick Harmantzis, baritone 

Dave Loesch, baritone  
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Praise Team 
 

Kimberly Benavides 

Cheryl Enke   

Linda Gardner   

Dave Loesch 

Carole Malone   

 

 

 

Bell Choir  
 

Denise Benavides  

Kimberly Benavides  

Ruth Brackman 

Bob Brown  

Martha Clemons 

Cheryl Enke   

Debbie Thorton  

 

 

Jeff Gardner, soundboard 

 


