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Christmas Eve: The Word Dwelt Among Us 
 

Prelude Variations on “Heaven Above" 

 by Walter Peltz (b. 1926) 

 

 “Good King Wenceslas” 

 arr. Virgil Fox (1912-1980) 

 

 

Welcome, Announcements, Opening Prayer 
 

Processional Hymn 367 "Angels from the Realms of Glory" 

 Tyler McTavish, Trumpet 

 

1 Angels from the realms of glory, 

    Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

Ye who sang creation’s story, 

    Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. Refrain 

 

ref Come and worship, come and worship; 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

 

2 Shepherds in the field abiding, 

    Watching o’er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing, 

    Yonder shines the Infant Light. Refrain 

 

3 Sages, leave your contemplations, 

    Brighter visions beam afar; 
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Seek the great Desire of nations, 

    Ye have seen His natal star. Refrain 

 

4 Saints before the altar bending, 

    Watching long in hope and fear, 

Suddenly the Lord, descending, 

    In His temple shall appear. Refrain 

 

D  5 All creation, join in praising 

    God the Father, Spirit, Son, 

Evermore your voices raising 

    To the eternal Three in One. Refrain 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

Invocation 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 

 
P In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God. 

C The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 

 

P He came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

C From His fullness we have all received grace upon 

grace. 

 

P The Law was given through Moses. 

C Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ! 

 

 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 
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P As we draw near to the newborn Christ child on this 

night, we enter into the presence of holiness.  

Looking to Him through faith we recognize that we 

are unworthy guests because of our sin.  Yet His very 

presence in our world testifies to God’s love for us.  

He earnestly desires to bring an end to our struggle 

with sin that offends and opposes His Word.  

Confident in the love God has shown toward us 

through Christ Jesus, we confess our grievous faults 

before God and one another. 

 

C Father, we humbly bow before You this night filled 

with awe at Your great love for us.  We know we are 

unworthy of such love because of our sins in 

thought, word, and deed.  Yet in the midst of our 

failings and desperate need, You have given us the 

gift of Your only Son as our infant Savior.  We give 

You thanks for sending the Christ child into our world 

demonstrating Your perfect love in action, as Jesus 

lived and died for us.  Forgive our sin this night and 

fill us with the everlasting peace only You can give 

as we continue to live in the reality of being both 

saint and sinner dependent upon this Jesus who was 

laid to rest in the manger and shed His blood on the 

cross.  Amen. 

 

P Standing in the presence of our Holy God, I 

announce His peace to you!  The separation 

between God and man, woman, and child has 

been healed by Jesus Christ.  He was born in our 

midst to give us Christmas peace.  He died and rose 

to give us eternal peace.  Bearing this news of God, 

I therefore, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Christ child, announce God’s grace to you and in 

His stead and by His command, I forgive you all your 
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sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and 

of the Holy Spirit.  Peace be with you. 

C Amen. 

 
 

 

Old Testament Isaiah 7: 10-14 
 

10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD 

your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But 

Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the 

test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too 

little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 
14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the 

virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his 

name Immanuel.  

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Song "The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy" 

  

1. The Virgin Mary had a baby boy.  

The Virgin Mary had a baby boy. 

The Virgin Mary had a baby boy  

and they said that His name was Jesus. 

He come from the glory. 

He come from the glorious Kingdom. 

He come from the glory.  

He come from the glorious Kingdom. 

 

2. And unto us a blessed Child is born.  

And unto us a blessed Child is born. 

And unto us a blessed Child is born 
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and they said that His name was Jesus. 

He come from the glory. 

He come from the glorious Kingdom. 

He come from the glory. 

He come from the glorious Kingdom. 

 

3. And He will be the Savior of the world. 

And He will be the Savior of the world. 

And He will be the Savior of the world 

and they said that His name was Jesus. 

He come from the glory. 

He come from the glorious Kingdom. 

He come from the glory. 

He come from the glorious Kingdom. 
 

Bridge: He come from the glory,  

He come from the glorious Kingdom.  

He come from the glory,  

He come from the glorious Kingdom.  

  

Chorus: O yes, believer,  

O yes, believer,  

O yes, believer,  

He come from the glorious Kingdom.  

 

 

Psalm Psalm 110:1–4; antiphon: v. 2a 

 
1The LORD says to my Lord: 

 “Sit at my right hand, 

until I make your enemies your footstool.” 
2The LORD sends forth from Zion 

 your mighty scepter. 

 Rule in the midst of your enemies! 
3Your people will offer themselves freely 

 on the day of your power, 
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 in holy garments; 

from the womb of the morning, 

 the dew of your youth will be yours. 
4The LORD has sworn 

 and will not change his mind, 

“You are a priest forever 

 after the order of Melchizedek.” 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Song "Hark, the Glad Sound” 

Praise Team Only Arr. Eugene Butler (b. 1935) 

 Tyler McTavish, trumpet 

 

 

Epistle 1 John 4:7-16 
 

7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, 

and whoever loves has been born of God and knows 

God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God, 

because God is love. 9In this the love of God was made 

manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the 

world, so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, 

not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent 

his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God 

so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one 

has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in 

us and his love is perfected in us. 

 
13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, 

because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen 

and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior 

of the world. 15Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of 

God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16So we have 
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come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. 

God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, 

and God abides in him. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Song “Gesu Bambino” (Jesus Baby Boy) By Pietro Yon (1886-1943) 

 Kimberlynn Poston, Soprano 

 Laura McTavish, Viola 

 

 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 1: 18-25 

 
18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When 

his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before 

they came together she was found to be with child from 

the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man 

and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her 

quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an 

angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 

“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your 

wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name 

Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this 

took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 

prophet: 

 
23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 

they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God 

with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the 

angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but 
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knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he 

called his name Jesus. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

Apostles' Creed 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and 

the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

Sermon Hymn 374 "Gentle Mary Laid Her Child" 
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1 Gentle Mary laid her child 

    Lowly in a manger; 

There He lay, the Undefiled, 

    To the world a stranger. 

Such a babe in such a place, 

    Can He be the Savior? 

Ask the saved of all the race 

    Who have found His favor. 

 

2 Angels sang about His birth, 

    Wise Men sought and found Him; 

Heaven’s star shone brightly forth 

    Glory all around Him. 

Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, 

    Heard the angels singing; 

All the plains were lit that night, 

    All the hills were ringing. 

 

3 Gentle Mary laid her child 

    Lowly in a manger; 

He is still the Undefiled 

    But no more a stranger. 

Son of God of humble birth, 

    Beautiful the story; 

Praise His name in all the earth; 

    Hail the King of glory! 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

 

Sermon “The Word Dwelt Among Us” 

 John 1:14a 
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Offering “Fantasy on Greensleeves” 

  by Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 

  Laura McTavish, viola 

 

(An offering plate is located by the exit of the 

sanctuary. Please be sure to place your offering in 

the plate as you leave the sanctuary.) 

 

 

Prayers of the Church 
 

P Heavenly Father, we praise You for having given us 

the gift of Your Son, and for having called us to faith 

by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Let Your Spirit work 

through us and through all Your people, that the 

good news of Christ’s birth, death, and resurrection 

may be proclaimed in every corner of the world.  

Lord, in Your mercy 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

 

P God of grace and glory, we remember before You 

all who are lonely and separated from family and 

loved ones this night.  Comfort them with the 

knowledge of Your presence and love.  We 

remember before You all who are ill or troubled in 

mind or body.  Grant healing and peace 

according to Your good and gracious will.  We 

remember before You all who mourn because they 

experience earthly separation from loved ones who 

have gone before them into eternal life.  Grant 

them hope and peace.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

P Father, may we never lose sight of the gift You 

gave on that first Christmas night.  In the midst of 
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our haste and busyness, enable our strife to be 

stilled with the peace that only Jesus gives.  Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

 

P Oh Lord, You sent Your Son into this world to 

accomplish salvation of our souls and to restore our 

broken relationship with You.  May we be firmly 

grounded in Your generous gifts that preserve life 

temporally and eternally.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

 

P Heavenly Father, these and all things useful to us 

and profitable for our salvation we pray You to 

grant us for the sake of and in the name of our 

Savior, Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray: 
 

 

Lord's Prayer 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 
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P The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make 

His face shine on you and be gracious to you; The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give T you 

peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Lighting of the Candles 
 

(The Pastor will initiate the lighting of the candles.) 

 

Closing Hymn  363 “Silent Night, Holy Night” 

 Laura McTavish, viola 

 

1 Silent night, holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

    Sleep in heavenly peace, 

    Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

2 Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

    Christ, the Savior, is born! 

    Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 

3 Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 

    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 
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RECESSIONAL 

 
(The congregation will be ushered out through 

the front of the sanctuary. Please be sure to 

practice social distancing as you leave. A basket 

is available for your candle near the exit doors.) 

 

 

 

 377 "On Christmas Night All Christians Sing" 

  

1 On Christmas night all Christians sing 

To hear the news the angels bring, 

On Christmas night all Christians sing 

To hear the news the angels bring, 

    News of great joy, news of great mirth, 

    News of our merciful King’s birth. 

 

4 All out of darkness we have light,  

Which made the angels sing this night, 

All out of darkness we have light, 

Which made the angels sing this night: 

    “Glory to God and peace to men 

    Now and forevermore. Amen.” 
 

Public domain 

 

 

 
INSTRUMENTAL DUO: Vivace from Christmas Concerto  

 by Arcangelo Corelli (1653-1713) 

 Tyler McTavish, trumpet 

 

 

 
 368 Angels We Have Heard on High 
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1 Angels we have heard on high, 

    Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply, 

    Echoing their joyous strains. 

 

Refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

3 Come to Bethlehem and see 

    Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee 

    Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

  

 Refrain 

 
Public domain 

 
INSTRUMENTAL DUO: "Away in a Manger" 

 arr. Sue Wallace 

 Tyler McTavish, Trumpet 

 
 

 366 "It Came upon the Midnight Clear" 

 

1 It came upon the midnight clear,  

    That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth  

    To touch their harps of gold: 

“Peace on the earth, goodwill to all,  

    From heav’n’s all-gracious king.” 

The world in solemn stillness lay  

    To hear the angels sing. 

 

2 Still through the cloven skies they come 

    With peaceful wings unfurled, 



 15 

And still their heav’nly music floats 

    O’er all the weary world. 

Above its sad and lowly plains 

    They bend on hov’ring wing, 

And ever o’er its babel sounds 

    The blessèd angels sing. 
Public domain 

 

 
ORGAN SOLO: Jig on “From Heaven Above” 

 Walter Petlz (b. 1926) 

 
 
Special Thanks to: Praise Team 

 Kimberlynn Poston, soprano 

 Laura McTavish, viola 

 Tyler McTavish, trumpet 

 


