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Prelude 

 

Welcome and Opening prayer. 

 

 

Opening Hymn 387 “Joy to the World” 
 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

    Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 

    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

    Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

    Repeat the sounding joy, 

    Repeat the sounding joy, 

    Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow 

    Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 

    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as, far as the curse is found. 
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4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

    And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 

    And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders, wonders of His love. 

 

Invocation 

 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit 

C  Amen 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 

P  O sing to the Lord a new song 

C for He has done marvelous things 

 

P Lord God, 

C we confess to You that we have not lived up to Your 

expectations.  Like Adam and Eve we have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone.  We 

have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We have failed to 

give You unwavering love and have faltered in our 

prayer and worship life.  Forgive our sins for the sake 

of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

P Christ is the incarnate Son of God whom the Father sent 

as a sacrifice for our sin.  God’s heart of forgiveness is 

extended to You in the infant life of Jesus.  Therefore, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, I forgive you all 
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your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 

C break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 

 

Hymn   389 “Let All Together Praise Our God” 

 

1 Let all together praise our God 

    Before His glorious throne; 

Today He opens heav’n again 

    To give us His own Son, 

    To give us His own Son. 

 

4 He undertakes a great exchange, 

    Puts on our human frame, 

And in return gives us His realm, 

    His glory, and His name, 

    His glory, and His name. 

 

6 He is the key and He the door 

    To blessèd paradise; 

The angel bars the way no more. 

    To God our praises rise, 

    To God our praises rise. 

 

7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 

    Lord Jesus, we adore 

And praise to God the Father yield 

    And Spirit evermore; 

    We praise You evermore. 

 

(Sit) 
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Old Testament Reading:   Isaiah 52:7-10 

 
7How beautiful upon the mountains 

are the feet of him who brings good news, 

who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, 

who publishes salvation, 

who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; 

together they sing for joy; 

for eye to eye they see 

the return of the LORD to Zion. 
9Break forth together into singing, 

you waste places of Jerusalem, 

for the LORD has comforted his people; 

he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10The LORD has bared his holy arm 

before the eyes of all the nations, 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 

the salvation of our God. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God 

 

Epistle Reading:   Hebrews 1:1-6 

 
1Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our 

fathers by the prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken 

to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, 

through whom also he created the world. 3He is the radiance 

of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 

upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making 

purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 
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Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior to angels 

as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
5For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

“You are my Son, 

today I have begotten you”? 

Or again, 

“I will be to him a father, 

and he shall be to me a son”? 

6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he 

says, 

“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

(Stand) 

 

 

Gospel Reading:   John 1:1-14 

 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All 

things were made through him, and without him was not any 

thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the 

light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

has not overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He 

came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might 

believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear 

witness about the light. 
9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 

world. 10He was in the world, and the world was made through 
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him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came to his own, and 

his own people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive 

him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of 

the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 

seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 

grace and truth.  

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

(Sit) 

 

 

Sermon Hymn-  386  “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice” 

 

1 Now sing we, now rejoice, 

Now raise to heav’n our voice; 

     He from whom joy streameth 

Poor in a manger lies; 

     Not so brightly beameth 

The sun in yonder skies. 

     Thou my Savior art! 

     Thou my Savior art! 

 

2 Come from on high to me; 

I cannot rise to Thee. 

     Cheer my wearied spirit, 

O pure and holy Child; 

     Through Thy grace and merit, 

Blest Jesus, Lord most mild, 
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     Draw me unto Thee! 

     Draw me unto Thee! 

 

3 Now through His Son doth shine 

The Father’s grace divine. 

     Death was reigning o’er us  

Through sin and vanity 

     Till He opened for us  

A bright eternity.  

     May we praise Him there! 

     May we praise Him there! 

 

4 Oh, where shall joy be found? 

Where but on heav’nly ground? 

     Where the angels singing 

With all His saints unite, 

     Sweetest praises bringing 

In heav’nly joy and light. 

     Oh, that we were there! 

     Oh, that we were there! 

 

 

Sermon:   The Time of Joy 

 

(Stand) 

 

Apostles' Creed 

 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 
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     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

Offering  

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

P To us a child is born, to us a son is given, let us offer 

praise, thanks and prayer to God the Father of our Lord, 

Jesus Christ.  

 

P … let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P Hear us, O Lord, for the sake of Your Son, the Word 

become flesh, the Savior of the nations, Jesus Christ who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, ever one 

God. 

C Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face 

to shine on you and be gracious to you; The Lord look 

upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn  388  “Go Tell It on the Mountain” 

 
ref Go tell it on the mountain, 

Over the hills and ev’rywhere; 

Go tell it on the mountain 

That Jesus Christ is born! 

 

1 While shepherds kept their watching 

O’er silent flocks by night, 

Behold, throughout the heavens 

There shone a holy light.  Refrain. 
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2 The shepherds feared and trembled 

When lo, above the earth 

Rang out the angel chorus 

That hailed our Savior’s birth.  Refrain. 

 

3 Down in a lonely manger 

The humble Christ was born; 

And God sent us salvation 

That blessèd Christmas morn.  Refrain. 
 


