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Christmas Eve: Jesus As Immanuel 
 

 

Prelude 
 

 

Duet “O Holy Night” arr. Mark Hayes 

 Lacy and Nick Harmantzis 

 

 

Opening Hymn 379 "O Come, All Ye Faithful" 

 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold Him 

Born the king of angels: Refrain 

 

ref O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

    Christ the Lord! 

 

2 Highest, most holy, 

Light of Light eternal, 

Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 

Son of the Father 

Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 
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3 Sing, choirs of angels, 

Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God 

In the highest: Refrain 

 

4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 

Born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n! 

Word of the Father 

Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 
 

Public domain 

 

Invocation 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 

 
P The people who walked in darkness have seen a 

great light; 

C Those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on 

them has light shined. (Isaiah 9:2) 

 

P For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 

government shall be upon his shoulder, and his 

name shall be called 

C Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6) 

 

P Behold the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

C and shall call his name Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14) 

 

P This son who was born, our Lord Jesus, is Son of God 

and Son of Mary. 

C Immanuel - which means God with us. (Matthew 1:23) 
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Confession and Absolution 
 

P It was into a world made dark by sin that God gave 

His gift of light and life. We recall that our Lord Jesus 

came among us as one of us because we could not 

find light and life on our own. Let us humble 

ourselves before the Child of Bethlehem, confess 

before Him the darkness of sin in our hearts, and ask 

for God’s forgiveness. 

 

P Merciful Father, 

C We confess that we have rebelled against You and 

that we live in the darkness of sin. Some of our sin we 

know about, and some is hidden even to us. We 

have not loved You with all our heart. We have not 

honored You with our lives. We have sinned in our 

thoughts, words, and actions. Forgive us, we pray, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ. Enlighten us by the 

power of Your Holy Spirit, that we may worship You 

in spirit and truth. 

 

P God has given you a gift this night – the Gift of His 

Son – wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a 

manger. This Gift gave His life on the cross for you. 

He rose from death to life that you might have life. 

As a called and ordained servant, and at the 

command and promise of our Lord Jesus Christ, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, 

and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 
Bell Choir "Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella" 

 Arr. Larry Sue 
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Old Testament Isaiah 7: 10-14 
 

10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD 

your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But 

Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the 

test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too 

little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 
14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the 

virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his 

name Immanuel.  

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Solo “Mariä Wiegenlied” 

 Lacy Harmantzis 

 

Second Reading Revelation 21:1-3 
 

1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first 

heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea 

was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 

adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the 

throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with 

man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and 

God himself will be with them as their God. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Choir Anthem “He Is Born” 

 Choir 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 1: 18-25 

 
18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When 

his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before 

they came together she was found to be with child from 

the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just 

man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to 

divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, 

behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 

saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as 

your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the 

Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name 

Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this 

took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 

prophet: 
23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, 

God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as 

the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 
25but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And 

he called his name Jesus. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

Apostles' Creed 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and 

the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

Sermon Hymn 357 "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel" 

 
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. Refrain 

 

ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

2 O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 

Who ord’rest all things mightily; 

To us the path of knowledge show, 

And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain 

 

3 O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, 

Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height 

In ancient times didst give the Law 

In cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain 
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4 O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, 

Free them from Satan’s tyranny 

That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save, 

And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Refrain 

 

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery. Refrain 

 

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 
 

Public domain 

 

 

 

Sermon “Jesus As Immanuel” 

 Matthew 1: 18-25 

 

 

 

Offering “Come to My Heart, Lord Jesus” 

 With "Away in a Manger" 

  Praise Team 
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Prayers of the Church 
 

P Heavenly Father, we praise You for having given us 

the gift of Your Son, and for having called us to faith 

by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Let Your Spirit work 

through us and through all Your people, that the 

good news of Christ’s birth, death, and resurrection 

may be proclaimed in every corner of the world.  

Lord, in Your mercy 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

 

P God of grace and glory, we remember before You 

all who are lonely and separated from family and 

loved ones this night.  Comfort them with the 

knowledge of Your presence and love.  We 

remember before You all who are ill or troubled in 

mind or body.  Grant healing and peace 

according to Your good and gracious will.  We 

remember before You all who mourn because they 

experience earthly separation from loved ones who 

have gone before them into eternal life.  Grant 

them hope and peace.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

 

P Father, may we never lose sight of the gift You 

gave on that first Christmas night.  In the midst of 

our haste and busyness, enable our strife to be 

stilled with the peace that only Jesus gives.  Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
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P Oh Lord, You sent Your Son into this world to 

accomplish salvation of our souls and to restore our 

broken relationship with You.  May we be firmly 

grounded in Your generous gifts that preserve life 

temporally and eternally.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

P Heavenly Father, these and all things useful to us 

and profitable for our salvation we pray You to 

grant us for the sake of and in the name of our 

Savior, Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray: 

 

 

Lord's Prayer 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Benediction 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make 

His face shine on you and be gracious to you; The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give T you 

peace. 

C Amen. 
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Lighting of the Candles 
 

(The Pastor will light his candle from the Christ candle. The 

ushers will light their candles, and then the candle of the 

worshiper in each pew nearest the center aisle. Tip only 

the unlit candle when lighting your neighbor’s to avoid 

wax dripping on the floor. When all candles are lit the 

congregation will sing Silent Night) 

 

 

Closing Hymn  363 “Silent Night, Holy Night” 

 

1 Silent night, holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

    Sleep in heavenly peace, 

    Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

2 Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

    Christ, the Savior, is born! 

    Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 

3 Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 

    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 
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RECESSIONAL 

 
(The congregation will be ushered out during the 

following carols.  Please extinguish your candle while you 

are still in your pew and give it to the usher as you are 

ushered out of your pew.) 

 

 

 361 "O Little Town of Bethlehem" 
 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, 

    How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

    The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

    The everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

    Are met in thee tonight. 
 

2 For Christ is born of Mary, 

    And, gathered all above 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep 

    Their watch of wond’ring love. 

O morning stars, together 

    Proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the king 

    And peace to all the earth! 
 

3 How silently, how silently 

    The wondrous gift is giv’n! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

    The blessings of His heav’n. 

No ear may hear His coming; 

    But in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive Him, still 

    The dear Christ enters in. 
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4 O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

    Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 

    Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

    The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 

    Our Lord Immanuel! 

 

 

 
  366  "It Came Upon the Midnight Clear" 

 
1 It came upon the midnight clear,  

    That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth  

    To touch their harps of gold: 

“Peace on the earth, goodwill to all,  

    From heav’n’s all-gracious king.” 

The world in solemn stillness lay  

    To hear the angels sing. 

 
2 Still through the cloven skies they come 

    With peaceful wings unfurled, 

And still their heav’nly music floats 

    O’er all the weary world. 

Above its sad and lowly plains 

    They bend on hov’ring wing, 

And ever o’er its babel sounds 

    The blessèd angels sing. 
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3 All you, beneath your heavy load, 

    By care and guilt bent low, 

Who toil along a dreary way 

    With painful steps and slow: 

Look up, for golden is the hour, 

    Come swiftly on the wing, 

The Prince was born to bring you peace; 

    Of Him the angels sing. 

 
4 For lo, the days have come to pass 

    By prophets seen of old, 

When down into the circling years 

    Came Christ as was foretold. 

His word of peace shall to the earth 

    God’s ancient promise bring, 

And all who take this gift will hear 

    The song the angels sing. 

 

 

 
 374 "Gentle Mary Laid Her Child" 

 
1 Gentle Mary laid her child 

    Lowly in a manger; 

There He lay, the Undefiled, 

    To the world a stranger. 

Such a babe in such a place, 

    Can He be the Savior? 

Ask the saved of all the race 

    Who have found His favor. 
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2 Angels sang about His birth, 

    Wise Men sought and found Him; 

Heaven’s star shone brightly forth 

    Glory all around Him. 

Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, 

    Heard the angels singing; 

All the plains were lit that night, 

    All the hills were ringing. 

 
3 Gentle Mary laid her child 

    Lowly in a manger; 

He is still the Undefiled 

    But no more a stranger. 

Son of God of humble birth, 

    Beautiful the story; 

Praise His name in all the earth; 

    Hail the King of glory! 

 

 

 
 386 "Now Sing We, Now Rejoice" 

 
1 Now sing we, now rejoice, 

Now raise to heav’n our voice; 

     He from whom joy streameth 

Poor in a manger lies; 

     Not so brightly beameth 

The sun in yonder skies. 

     Thou my Savior art! 

     Thou my Savior art! 
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2 Come from on high to me; 

I cannot rise to Thee. 

     Cheer my wearied spirit, 

O pure and holy Child; 

     Through Thy grace and merit, 

Blest Jesus, Lord most mild, 

     Draw me unto Thee! 

     Draw me unto Thee! 

 
3 Now through His Son doth shine 

The Father’s grace divine. 

     Death was reigning o’er us  

Through sin and vanity 

     Till He opened for us  

A bright eternity.  

     May we praise Him there! 

     May we praise Him there! 

 
4 Oh, where shall joy be found? 

Where but on heav’nly ground? 

     Where the angels singing 

With all His saints unite, 

     Sweetest praises bringing 

In heav’nly joy and light. 

     Oh, that we were there! 

     Oh, that we were there! 
 

 

 

 
Special Thanks to: Praise Team 

 Adult Choir 

 Handbell Choir 

 Duet - Lacy & Nick Harmantzis 


