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PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
8240 Blue Ridge Boulevard, Kansas City, Missouri 64138 

peacelutheranlcms@att.net  www.peacelutheranlcms.org 

Office: 816-353-3813    Fax:  (844) 272-8926 

Christmas Eve: The Time Came 

 

Preservice “One Quiet Moment” 
 Duet – Dave Loesch & Linda Gardner 

  

 

Prelude “Gesu Bambino” 

 Duet – Lacy Harms & Nick Harmantzis 

  

Welcome and Opening prayer. 

 

Opening Hymn 379 “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold Him 

Born the king of angels: Refrain 

 

ref O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

    Christ the Lord! 

 

2 Highest, most holy, 

Light of Light eternal, 

Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 

mailto:peacelutheranlcms@att.net
http://www.peacelutheranlcms.org/


 3 

Son of the Father 

Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 

 

3 Sing, choirs of angels, 

Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God 

In the highest: Refrain 

 

4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 

Born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n! 

Word of the Father 

Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 

 

 

(Stand) 

 

 

Invocation 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit.  

C Amen 

 

P The time came and the people who walked in darkness saw a 

great light. 

C Those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has 

light shined.  (Isaiah 2:7) 

 

P The grace of God appeared through the birth of Jesus. 

C bringing salvation for all people. (Titus 2:11) 
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Confession and Absolution 

 

P On this most holy of nights when we celebrate the 

Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ, let us take the time to 

approach His manger-throne in humility, confessing our need 

for this Savior that we may receive Him and the forgiveness 

He came to deliver for the life of the world. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

C before the glory of the gift of Your only-begotten Son, 

we bow in confession of our unworthiness to receive such 

a gift.  But it is the gift we need; for we are by nature 

sinful and unclean and justly deserve nothing but Your 

punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the 

Prince of Peace, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 

in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P In this divine, sacred infant is the hope of the world, for He 

was born to die for you.  For the sake of His death almighty 

God forgives you all your sins. Therefore, as a called and 

ordained servant of the word-made-flesh, crucified and risen 

again, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

 

Praise Team “On a Silent Night” 

 

Old Testament Isaiah 9: 2-7 

 
2 The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

on them has light shined. 
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3You have multiplied the nation; 

you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

as with joy at the harvest, 

as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, 

and the staff for his shoulder, 

the rod of his oppressor, 

you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 

and every garment rolled in blood 

will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 

there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thank be to God. 

 

Epistle Titus 2: 11-14 

 
11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all 

people, 12training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly 

passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in 
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the present age, 13waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing 

of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14who 

gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to 

purify for himself a people for his own possession who are 

zealous for good works. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thank be to God. 

 

 

Choir Anthem “Still, Still, Still” 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 2: 1-20 

 
1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all 

the world should be registered. 2This was the first registration 

when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be 

registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up 

from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of 

David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 

and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, 

who was with child. 6And while they were there, the time came 

for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son 

and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place for them in the inn. 
8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the 

Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to 

them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy 

that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in 

the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will 

be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling 
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cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the 

angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
14“Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem 

and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made 

known to us.” 16And they went with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, 

they made known the saying that had been told them 

concerning this child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what 

the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up all these 

things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 

seen, as it had been told them. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles' Creed 

 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
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     From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sermon Hymn 380  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

 

1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King; 

    Peace on earth and mercy mild, 

    God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the_angelic host proclaim, 

“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

 

(refrain) Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

2 Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

    Late in time behold Him come, 

    Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 

Hail the_incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as Man with man to dwell, 

Jesus, our Immanuel!  (Refrain) 
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3 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

    Light and life to all He brings, 

    Ris’n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth.  (Refrain) 

 

 

Sermon “The Time Came” 

 Luke 2: 1-20 

 

 

Offering “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 

  Solo - Lacy Harms 

 

Prayers of the Church 

 

P Heavenly Father, in Your loving kindness You sent Your 

only Son into the world, taking on our flesh.  We give You 

thanks for making us members of Your holy family, 

sharing in His cleansing blood by the washing of rebirth 

and renewal by the Holy Spirit in Baptism.  Purified as a 

people for Your own possession, help us to renounce 

ungodliness and worldly passions that we may live self-

controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 

waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory 

of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ.  Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P As the shepherds spread the word concerning the things 

made known to them by the angel, bless us and help us 
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to be witnesses to our neighbors of that glorious 

salvation and joy that has come to the world in the Child 

of Bethlehem. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Remember in Your kindness, loving Father, all who are 

lonely, those who are homebound, those in nursing 

homes and care facilities, those in institutions and 

prisons, and those who mourn the death of loved ones. 

Enable us as fellow members of the family of faith to 

provide for their needs through love, Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Sustain all who are sick, injured, or recovering from 

illness.  Grant them healing and wholeness according to 

Your mercy.  Send Your holy angels to guard the dying.  

Comfort them and their families with the certainty of 

eternal life in the resurrection.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Heavenly Father, These and all things useful to us and 

profitable for our salvation we pray You to grant us for 

the sake of and in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, 

who taught us to pray: 

 

Lord's Prayer 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
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     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Christmas Reminder: 

 

P You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be 

hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and then cover its light. 

Instead they set the lamp on its stand, set up high, and it 

lights everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light 

shine before all people, that they, may see your good works 

and give praise to your Father in heaven.  (Matthew 5: 14-16) 

 

Benediction 

 
P The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face to 

shine on you and be gracious to you; The Lord look upon you 

with favor and give  T you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Lighting of the Candles 
 

(The Pastor will light his candle from the Christ candle. The 

ushers will light their candles, and then the candle of the 

worshiper in each pew nearest the center aisle. Tip only the unlit 

candle when lighting your neighbor’s to avoid wax dripping on 

the floor. When all candles are lit the congregation will sing 

Silent Night. ) 

 

 



 12 

Closing Hymn  363 “Silent Night., Holy Night” 

 

1 Silent night, holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

    Sleep in heavenly peace, 

    Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

2 Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

    Christ, the Savior, is born! 

    Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 

3 Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 

    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 

 

RECESSIONAL 
(The congregation will be ushered out during the following carols.  

Please extinguish your candle while you are still in your pew and 

give it to the usher as you are ushered out of your pew.) 
 

 

 361 O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, 

    How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
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    The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

    The everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

    Are met in thee tonight. 

 

2 For Christ is born of Mary, 

    And, gathered all above 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep 

    Their watch of wond’ring love. 

O morning stars, together 

    Proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the king 

    And peace to all the earth! 

 

3 How silently, how silently 

    The wondrous gift is giv’n! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

    The blessings of His heav’n. 

No ear may hear His coming; 

    But in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive Him, still 

    The dear Christ enters in. 

 

4 O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

    Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 

    Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

    The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 

    Our Lord Immanuel! 
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  366  It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 
 

1 It came upon the midnight clear,  

    That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth  

    To touch their harps of gold: 

“Peace on the earth, goodwill to all,  

    From heav’n’s all-gracious king.” 

The world in solemn stillness lay  

    To hear the angels sing. 

 

2 Still through the cloven skies they come 

    With peaceful wings unfurled, 

And still their heav’nly music floats 

    O’er all the weary world. 

Above its sad and lowly plains 

    They bend on hov’ring wing, 

And ever o’er its babel sounds 

    The blessèd angels sing. 

 

3 All you, beneath your heavy load, 

    By care and guilt bent low, 

Who toil along a dreary way 

    With painful steps and slow: 

Look up, for golden is the hour, 

    Come swiftly on the wing, 

The Prince was born to bring you peace; 

    Of Him the angels sing. 

 

4 For lo, the days have come to pass 

    By prophets seen of old, 

When down into the circling years 

    Came Christ as was foretold. 

His word of peace shall to the earth 
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    God’s ancient promise bring, 

And all who take this gift will hear 

    The song the angels sing. 

 

 

 374 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 

 

1 Gentle Mary laid her child 

    Lowly in a manger; 

There He lay, the Undefiled, 

    To the world a stranger. 

Such a babe in such a place, 

    Can He be the Savior? 

Ask the saved of all the race 

    Who have found His favor. 

 

2 Angels sang about His birth, 

    Wise Men sought and found Him; 

Heaven’s star shone brightly forth 

    Glory all around Him. 

Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, 

    Heard the angels singing; 

All the plains were lit that night, 

    All the hills were ringing. 

 

3 Gentle Mary laid her child 

    Lowly in a manger; 

He is still the Undefiled 

    But no more a stranger. 

Son of God of humble birth, 

    Beautiful the story; 

Praise His name in all the earth; 

    Hail the King of glory! 
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 386  Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 

 

1 Now sing we, now rejoice, 

Now raise to heav’n our voice; 

     He from whom joy streameth 

Poor in a manger lies; 

     Not so brightly beameth 

The sun in yonder skies. 

     Thou my Savior art! 

     Thou my Savior art! 

 

2 Come from on high to me; 

I cannot rise to Thee. 

     Cheer my wearied spirit, 

O pure and holy Child; 

     Through Thy grace and merit, 

Blest Jesus, Lord most mild, 

     Draw me unto Thee! 

     Draw me unto Thee! 

 

3 Now through His Son doth shine 

The Father’s grace divine. 

     Death was reigning o’er us  

Through sin and vanity 

     Till He opened for us  

A bright eternity.  

     May we praise Him there! 

     May we praise Him there! 

 

4 Oh, where shall joy be found? 

Where but on heav’nly ground? 

     Where the angels singing 
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With all His saints unite, 

     Sweetest praises bringing 

In heav’nly joy and light. 

     Oh, that we were there! 

     Oh, that we were there! 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Thanks to Ken Oexman, Lacy Harms, Nick Harmantzis, 

Linda Gardner, and Dave Loesch. 


