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The Mission of Peace Lutheran Church is to equip and encourage Christ’s 

followers to grow in faith, share their faith and live out their faith. 

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
8240 Blue Ridge Boulevard, Kansas City, Missouri 64138 

peacelutheranlcms@att.net  www.peacelutheranlcms.org 

Office: 816-353-3813    Fax:  (844) 272-8926 

Grow in Peace Child Care Center: (816) 353-3910 

Title Name Phone 
 Pastor David M. Rolf (816) 730-8923 

Dir. Child Care Carla Hamilton (816) 353-3910 

Music Director Luke Nicolay (316) 655-9364 

Maintenance Dave Ferber (816) 803-9714 

PRAYER UPON ENTERING CHURCH 
Father, many of our praises and words of thanksgiving, prayers and 

petitions we musically present to You. Whether our hearts overflow 

with joy and thanksgiving or fill up with pain and sorrow, praise Carols 

of rejoicing or Carols written during one’s anguish begin to minister to 

our innermost needs. I’m so thankful that You, our loving Father, quiet 

us with Your love and rejoice over us with singing. The Psalmist 

declares that it is good for us to praise You, our Father, and to make 

music to Your name, O Most High. We are to proclaim Your love in the 

morning and Your faithfulness at night. Your presence awaits us in the 

early morning dawn and at the close of each day, for which we are 

eternally grateful. Amen. 

WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN 

While we might consider ourselves relatively good the 

fact is we are naturally opposed to God and His plan 

for our lives. This nature and the things we do because 

of this nature result in “sin.” But God loves us and has 

overcome sin for us. He did this by sending His Son, 

Jesus, to bridge the gap created by sin. Now we are 

no longer separated from God because Jesus has brought us back 

together: “God was in Christ, reconciling the world to Himself, not 

counting their sins against them.” (II Corinthians 5: 19) The one who 

believes this is a Christian. 

REGARDING HOLY COMMUNION.   Members of sister Lutheran 

congregations are, of course, invited to join us at the Lord's Table.  

Others are requested to consult with the Pastor before communing 

with us the first time.  In this way you will help us be responsible in our 

administration of the Sacrament – and you, in turn, will be blessed as 

you commune with us. 

     NOTE:   In the center of each communion tray are a few glasses 

with non-alcohol wine for those who are on alcohol restrictive 

medications or wish to abstain from alcohol for personal reasons.  

mailto:peacelutheranlcms@att.net
http://www.peacelutheranlcms.org/
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Choral Advent Service: 2018 

Service of Lessons & Carols 

By John: Leavitt 

December 9, 2018 
 

 

Prelude "Silent Night" 

 

 

Entrance Hymn: “Once in Royal David’s City” 

 Alexander/Gauntlet/arr. Leavitt 

 

Verse 1: (Choir Only) 

 

Verse 2: (Choir and Congregation) 

 

 He came down to earth from heaven  

 Who is God and Lord of all, 

 And His shelter was a stable, 

 And His cradle was a stall; 

 With the poor and mean and low 

 Lived our Savior long ago.  

 

Verse 3: (Choir Only) 

 

Verse 4: (Choir and Congregation)  

 

 Not in that poor lowly stable  

With the oxen standing by 

 Shall we see Him, but in heaven, 

 Set at God’s right hand on high. 

 Then like stars his children, crowned, 

 All in white, His praise will sound! 
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Welcome, Announcements and Opening Prayer 

 

Invocation 
 

Pastor In the name of the Father and of the T Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People Amen. 
 

Pastor If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 

People But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful 

and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Pastor Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People Most merciful God, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what 

we have done and by what we have left 

undone.  We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 

Your holy name.  Amen. 

 

Pastor Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to 

die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People Amen. 
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First Lesson: "To Us a Child is Born" 

 Read by Homer Oexman 

 

 

 Isaiah 9:2, 6–7 

2 The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

on them has light shined. 
6For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 

there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 

 

Pastors Explanation 
 

 

Carol “Break Forth, O Beauteous, Heavenly Light” 

 Bach/ arr. Leavitt 

 (Adult Choir Only) 
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Second Lesson:  "The Branch from Jesse" 

 Read by John Brackman 
 

 Isaiah 11:1–4, 6–9 
 

1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the Spirit of counsel and might, 

the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
6The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 

and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 

and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 

and a little child shall lead them. 
7The cow and the bear shall graze; 

their young shall lie down together; 

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 

and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s 

den.  9They shall not hurt or destroy 

in all my holy mountain; 

for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

as the waters cover the sea. 

 

Pastors Explanation  
 

Carol:  "Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming”" 

 Praetorius/arr. Leavitt 

 (Adult Choir Only) 



 6 

Third Lesson: "A Promised Ruler from Bethlehem" 

 Read by David Loesch 
 

 Micah 5:2-5a 
 

2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me 

one who is to be ruler in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, 

from ancient days. 
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

when she who is in labor has given birth; 

then the rest of his brothers shall return 

to the people of Israel. 
4And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of 

the LORD, 

in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 

to the ends of the earth. 
5And he shall be their peace. 

 

Pastors Explanation  

 

Carol:  "O Little Town of Bethlehem”" 

 Brooks/Redner/arr. Leavitt 

 

Verse 1: (Congregation and Choir) 

 

 O little town of Bethlehem, 

 How still we see thee lie! 

 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

 The silent stars go by; 

 Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

 The everlasting Light. 

 The hopes and fears of all the years 

 Are met in thee tonight. 
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Verse 2:  (Choir Only) 

 

Verse 3: (Congregation and Choir) 

 

 O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

 Descend to us, we pray. 

 Cast out our sin, and enter in; 

 Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

 The great glad tidings tell. 

 O, come to us, abide with us, 

 Our Lord Immanuel!  

 

 

Fourth Lesson: "The Birth of Jesus Foretold" 

 Read by Ed Seutter 
 

 Luke 1:26–35, 38 
 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to 

a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to 

a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 

And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and 

said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But 

she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern 

what sort of greeting this might be. 30And the angel said to 

her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 

God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and 

bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be 

great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the 

Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 
33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of 

his kingdom there will be no end.” 
34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a 

virgin?” 35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will 

come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
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overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 

called holy—the Son of God.  
38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it 

be to me according to your word.” And the angel 

departed from her. 
 

Pastors Explanation 
 

Carol: “O How Joyfully” 

 Traditional German Carol/arr. Leavitt 

 (Adult Choir Only) 

 

 

Fifth Lesson: "The Birth of Jesus" 

 Read by Homer Oexman 
 

 Luke 2:1-7 
 

1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus 

that all the world should be registered. 2This was the first 

registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all 

went to be registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph 

also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to 

Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 

because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be 

registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 
6And while they were there, the time came for her to give 

birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 

him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because 

there was no place for them in the inn. 

 

Pastors Explanation  

 

 

Carol: “Away in a Manger” 

 Kirkpatrick/arr. Leavitt 

 (Praise Team Only) 
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Sixth Lesson: "The Shepherds and the Angels" 

 Read by John Brackman 

 

 Luke 2:8-16 

 
8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the 

field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9And an 

angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 
10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring 

you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 
11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 

who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you 

will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 

manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
14“Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace among those with whom he is 

pleased!” 
15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 

Lord has made known to us.” 16And they went with haste 

and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a 

manger.  

 

 

Pastors Explanation  
 

 

Offering Carol: “Offering” 

 arranger (?) 

 (Praise team only) 
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Seventh Lesson: "The Visit of the Magi" 

 Read by David Loesch 
 

 Matthew 2:1-11 
 
1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the 

days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east 

came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been 

born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and 

have come to worship him.” 3When Herod the king heard 

this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and 

assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, 

he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5They 

told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the 

prophet:   
6“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and 

ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 
8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 

diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring 

me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9After 

listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, 

the star that they had seen when it rose went before them 

until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 
10When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with 

great joy. 11And going into the house they saw the child with 

Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. 

Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold 

and frankincense and myrrh.  
 

 

Pastors Explanation 
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Carol: “As With Gladness Men of Old” 

 Dix/Kocher/ arr. Leavitt 

  

Verse 1: (Congregation and Choir) 

 

 As with gladness men of old 

 Did the guiding star behold; 

 As with joy they hailed its light, 

 Leading onward, beaming bright; 

 So most gracious Lord, may we 

 Evermore be led by thee.  

 

Verse 2: (Choir Only) 

 

Verse 3: (Congregation and Choir) 

 

 In the heavn’ly country bright  

 Need they no created light; 

 Thou its light, its joy, its crown, 

 Thou its sun which goes not down; 

 There forever may we sing 

 Alleluias to our King. 

 

 

Eighth Lesson: "The Escape to Egypt" 

 Read by Ed Seutter 

 

 Matthew 2:13-18 
 
13 When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of 

the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, 

take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and 

remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for 

the child, to destroy him.”  
14And he rose and took the child and his mother by night 

and departed to Egypt 15and remained there until the 
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death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken 

by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 
16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the 

wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all the 

male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were 

two years old or under, according to the time that he had 

ascertained from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what 

was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 
18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 

weeping and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; 

she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

 
 

Pastors Explanation 
 

Carol: “Coventry Carol” 

 English Carol/Croo/arr. Leavitt 

 (Adult Choir Only) 

 

 

Ninth Lesson: "The Word Became Flesh" 

 Read by John Brackman 
 

 John 1:1-14 

 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning 

with God. 3All things were made through him, and without 

him was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was 

life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in 

the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
7He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, 

that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, 

but came to bear witness about the light. 
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9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming 

into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world was 

made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He 

came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 
12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, 

he gave the right to become children of God, 13who were 

born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will 

of man, but of God. 
14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and 

we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the 

Father, full of grace and truth.  

 

 

Pastors Explanation  
 

Carol: Selected Variations on “Adeste Fideles” 

 Marcel Dupré 

 (Organ Only) 

 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ 

Jesus and for all people according to their 

needs. 

 

Pastor …. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor Father, into Your hands we commend all for 

whom we pray, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. And all 

God’s people say;  

People Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer 

 
People Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen.  

 

 

Benediction 

 
Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give 

you peace.  And all God’s people say: 

People Amen. 

 

 

Closing Hymn: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

 Wesley/Mendelssohn/arr. Leavitt 

 

Verse 1: (Choir and Congregation) 

 

 Hark! The herald angels sing, 

 “Glory to the newborn King; 
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 Peace on earth and mercy mild, 

 God and sinners reconciled.” 

 Joyful, all you nations, rise, 

 Join the triumph of the skies; 

 With angelic hosts proclaim, 

 “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

 Hark! The herald angels sing, 

 “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

Verse 2:  (Choir Only) 

 

Verse 3:  (Congregation and Choir) 

 

 Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 

 Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

 Light and life to all He brings, 

 Ris’n with healing in His wings. 

 Mild He lays His glory by, 

 Born that man no more may die, 

 Born to raise each child of earth, 

 Born to give us second birth. 

 Hark! The herald angels sing, 

 “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

Carol: “We Wish You A Merry Christmas” 

 Traditional English Melody/arr. Tom Fettke 

 (Choir only) 

 

Postlude:  
 

 

 

A Festival of Lessons and Carols is taken from John 

Leavitt’s “A Festival of Lessons and Carols.” 

 
 


