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Good Friday 

April 02, 2021   7:00 pm 

 
AS WE GATHER 
 

Good Friday is a time of somber reflection as we 

approach the mystery of the cross. But the austerity of the 

Good Friday liturgy should not obscure the fact that this is 

a death we celebrate because of the life and forgiveness 

that flow from the cross for us and for our salvation. 

Because Good Friday is not an isolated event or day but 

part of God’s planned revelation of His love, we listen to 

the entire story of God’s work of salvation and 

deliverance. The message of the cross is the message of 

the Scriptures, planned by God, proclaimed by the 

prophets, and fulfilled in Christ. This liturgy continues what 

was begun on Holy Thursday and will not be complete 

until Easter Sunday adds its own message of hope and 

triumph. 

 

 

 TOLLING OF THE BELL 
 

A bell is rung 33 times for each year of Jesus’ life. 

 

OPENING HYMN 434 Lamb of God, Pure and Holy 
 

1 Lamb of God, pure and holy, 

    Who on the cross didst suffer, 

Ever patient and lowly, 

    Thyself to scorn didst offer. 

All sins Thou borest for us, 

Else had despair reigned o’er us: 

    Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O Jesus! 
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2 Lamb of God, pure and holy, 

    Who on the cross didst suffer, 

Ever patient and lowly, 

    Thyself to scorn didst offer. 

All sins Thou borest for us, 

Else had despair reigned o’er us: 

    Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O Jesus! 

 

3 Lamb of God, pure and holy, 

    Who on the cross didst suffer, 

Ever patient and lowly, 

    Thyself to scorn didst offer. 

All sins Thou borest for us, 

Else had despair reigned o’er us: 

    Thy peace be with us, O Jesus! O Jesus! 
Text: Public domain 

 

Invocation 

 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 

 

 

SERMON TEXT Mark 15:33–39

  
33And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness 

over the whole land until the ninth hour. 34And at the ninth 

hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 

sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why 

have you forsaken me?” 35And some of the bystanders 

hearing it said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.” 36And 

someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on 

a reed and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see 

whether Elijah will come to take him down.” 37And Jesus 

uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. 38And the curtain 

of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39And 
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when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this 

way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the 

Son of God!” 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SERMON HYMN 451 "Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted" 
 

1 Stricken, smitten, and afflicted, 

    See Him dying on the tree! 

’Tis the Christ, by man rejected; 

    Yes, my soul, ’tis He, ’tis He! 

’Tis the long-expected Prophet, 

    David’s Son, yet David’s Lord; 

Proofs I see sufficient of it: 

    ’Tis the true and faithful Word. 

 

2 Tell me, ye who hear Him groaning, 

    Was there ever grief like His? 

Friends through fear His cause disowning, 

    Foes insulting His distress; 

Many hands were raised to wound Him, 

    None would intervene to save; 

But the deepest stroke that pierced Him 

    Was the stroke that justice gave. 

 

3 Ye who think of sin but lightly 

    Nor suppose the evil great 

Here may view its nature rightly, 

    Here its guilt may estimate. 

Mark the sacrifice appointed, 

    See who bears the awful load; 

’Tis the Word, the Lord’s anointed, 

    Son of Man and Son of God. 
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4 Here we have a firm foundation, 

    Here the refuge of the lost: 

Christ, the Rock of our salvation, 

    Is the name of which we boast; 

Lamb of God, for sinners wounded, 

    Sacrifice to cancel guilt! 

None shall ever be confounded 

    Who on Him their hope have built. 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

 

SERMON “It All Came Apart” 

 Mark 15:33-39 

 

 

 

GOOD FRIDAY CREED 
 

I believe in God the Father Who created this world and 

everything in it, and sent His Son Jesus Christ to die to 

redeem all people from all the powers of darkness. 
 

I believe in God, the Son, Jesus Christ, Who became Man 

so that He might suffer and die to save me from the 

consequences of sin, and from the power of hell. 
 

I believe in God the Holy Spirit, Who has brought me to 

faith in Christ’s atoning death; and Who even now, while 

death and decay still hold sway in the world, comforts 

me with all the great promises and truths of the Christian 

faith, including the truth of the resurrection of all flesh at 

the end of time.  
 

Blessed be our Triune God, now and forever. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: O Lord of hope and God of our salvation, we 

shed tears of grief for the death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus, because the cause was 

our sin and the cost was His life.  But remind us 

today and every day that neither our grief, 

nor our tears, nor our sacrifices can remove 

our guilt.  Only the blood of Jesus can do that.  

Give us hearts of faith to trust in You only for 

our eternal salvation.  Then change our 

impressions of grief to expressions of testimony 

that we and others may come to know the 

joys of salvation.  In the name of Jesus we 

pray. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE Were You There? 

arr. Richard Warner  1908-1983) 

 

 

T  SEVEN READINGS REFLECTING ON THE PASSION 

AND DEATH OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST  T 
 

 

FIRST READING  Isaiah 53: 1-5 

 

1Who has believed what they heard from us? 

And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2For he grew up before him like a young plant, 

and like a root out of dry ground; 

he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 

and no beauty that we should desire him. 
3He was despised and rejected by men; 

a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 
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and as one from whom men hide their faces 

he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
4Surely he has borne our griefs 

and carried our sorrows; 

yet we esteemed him stricken, 

smitten by God, and afflicted. 

5But he was wounded for our transgressions; 

he was crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 

and with his stripes we are healed. 

 

 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC "What Wondrous Love is This?" 

 Arr. Raymond Haan b. 1938)  

 Laura McTavish, viola 

 

(1st Candle Extinguished) 

 

 

 

SECOND READING John 19: 1-6 

 
1Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. 2And the 

soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on 

his head and arrayed him in a purple robe. 3They came 

up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck him 

with their hands. 4Pilate went out again and said to 

them, “See, I am bringing him out to you that you may 

know that I find no guilt in him.” 5So Jesus came out, 

wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate 

said to them, “Behold the man!” 6When the chief priests 

and the officers saw him, they cried out, “Crucify him, 

crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves 

and crucify him, for I find no guilt in him.”  
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC  “O Sacred Head Now Wounded” 

 arr. Raymond Hann (b. 1938) 

 Laura McTavish, viola 

 

( 2nd Candle Extinguished) 

 

 

 

THIRD READING 1 Peter 2: 18-24a 
 

18Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, 

not only to the good and gentle but also to the unjust. 
19For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one 

endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. 20For what credit 

is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? 

But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this 

is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 21For to this you 

have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, 

leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his 

steps. 22He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in 

his mouth. 23When he was reviled, he did not revile in 

return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but 

continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 
24He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we 

might die to sin and live to righteousness. 

 

 

SONG  Once Upon A Tree 

 by Pepper Choplin  

 Praise Team, (Cindy McCubbin soprano soloist) 

 

 

 (3rd Candle Extinguished) 
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FOURTH READING John 19: 9-16 

 
9He entered his headquarters again and said to Jesus, 

“Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 
10So Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to me? Do you 

not know that I have authority to release you and 

authority to crucify you?” 11Jesus answered him, “You 

would have no authority over me at all unless it had 

been given you from above. Therefore he who delivered 

me over to you has the greater sin.” 

 
12From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews 

cried out, “If you release this man, you are not Caesar’s 

friend. Everyone who makes himself a king opposes 

Caesar.” 13So when Pilate heard these words, he brought 

Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place 

called The Stone Pavement, and in Aramaic Gabbatha. 
14Now it was the day of Preparation of the Passover. It 

was about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, “Behold 

your King!” 15They cried out, “Away with him, away with 

him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your 

King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but 

Caesar.” 16So he delivered him over to them to be 

crucified. 

 

 

SOLO "Watch the Lamb” 

 by Ray Boltz (b. 1953) 

 Dave Loesch, baritone 

 

(4th Candle Extinguished) 
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FIFTH READING Luke 23:26-38 

 
26And as they led him away, they seized one Simon of 

Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, and laid on 

him the cross, to carry it behind Jesus. 27And there 

followed him a great multitude of the people and of 

women who were mourning and lamenting for him. 28But 

turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do 

not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your 

children. 29For behold, the days are coming when they will 

say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never 

bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30Then they will 

begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, 

‘Cover us.’ 31For if they do these things when the wood is 

green, what will happen when it is dry?”  

 
32Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be 

put to death with him. 33And when they came to the 

place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, 

and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 
34And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not 

what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. 
35And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers 

scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save 

himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 36The 

soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him 

sour wine 37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, 

save yourself!”  

 
38There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of 

the Jews.” 
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HYMN 456 “Were You There” 

 Verse 1 

 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

    Oh . . . 

Sometimes it causes me to tremble, 

            tremble, 

        tremble. 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 

 (5th Candle Extinguished) 

 

 

 

SIXTH READING John 19: 28-37 

 
28After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said 

(to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” 29A jar full of sour wine 

stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on 

a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. 30When Jesus 

had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and 

he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

 
31Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the 

bodies would not remain on the cross on the Sabbath 

(for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate 

that their legs might be broken and that they might be 

taken away. 32So the soldiers came and broke the legs of 

the first, and of the other who had been crucified with 

him. 33But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was 

already dead, they did not break his legs. 34But one of 

the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once 

there came out blood and water. 35He who saw it has 

borne witness—his testimony is true, and he knows that 

he is telling the truth—that you also may believe. 36For  
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these things took place that the Scripture might be 

fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken.” 37And 

again another Scripture says, “They will look on him 

whom they have pierced.” 

 

 

HYMN 456 “Were You There” 

 Verse 2 

 

 Were you there when they nailed Him to the 

tree? 

Were you there when they nailed Him to the 

tree? 

    Oh . . . 

Sometimes it causes me to tremble, 

            tremble, 

        tremble. 

Were you there when they nailed Him to the 

tree? 
Text: Public domain 

 

(6th Candle Extinguished) 

 

 

 

SEVENTH READING John 19: 38-42 
 
38After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a 

disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, asked 

Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and 

Pilate gave him permission. So he came and took away 

his body. 39Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to 

Jesus by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and 

aloes, about seventy-five pounds in weight. 40So they 

took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths with 

the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. 41Now in 

the place where he was crucified there was a garden, 
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and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet 

been laid. 42So because of the Jewish day of 

Preparation, since the tomb was close at hand, they laid 

Jesus there. 
 

 

HYMN 456 “Were You There” 

 Verse 3 
 

 Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 

Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 

    Oh . . . 

Sometimes it causes me to tremble, 

            tremble, 

        tremble. 

Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 
Text: Public domain 

 

(7th Candle Extinguished) 

 

 
LORD'S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Christ candle is carried out of the 

sanctuary. 

 

The church is in darkness, signifying the 

death and burial of Jesus, the Light of the 

World. 

 

In that darkness, the sound of the rolling of 

the stone over the entrance to the grave is 

heard. 

 

The pastor returns with the candle, 

indicating the hope of the resurrection. 

 

You are asked to leave in silence, 

anticipating the joys of Easter while 

contemplating the solemnity of Good 

Friday. 

 

You may remain in the sanctuary for 

meditation or prayer as long as you like. 
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44 Now it was about the sixth hour, 
and there was darkness over all the 
earth until the ninth hour. 45 Then the 
sun was darkened, and the veil of the 
temple was torn in two. 46 And when 
Jesus had cried out with a loud voice, 
He said, “Father, ‘into Your hands I 
commit My spirit.’” Having said this, 
He breathed His last. 

Luke 23: 44-46 

 


