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Midweek Lenten Service 

April 1, 2020 
 

As We Gather 
 

This year for our Lenten Sermon Series we are looking at our 

“Life Together” to focus on what it means to live in a 

community in postmodern times.  This sermon series begins 

on Ash Wednesday and will continue during our 

Wednesday Lent services, through Holy Week, including 

Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday, finishing 

on Easter Sunday.  In this sermon series we will see how this 

postmodern world has shaped our thoughts and 

transformed our understanding of Christian principles away 

from God’s Word and from one another.  We have moved 

into a society that is focused on the self.  While looking 

inwardly is not always a bad thing, when we look only to 

ourselves and our understanding rather than to the saving 

work of Jesus, then it causes harm to our spiritual life.  This 

harm spills out into the community in which we live, 

including our church community, causing others to stumble 

during this journey of life together. 

 

 

WELCOME, AND OPENING PRAYER 
 

Opening Hymn: 849 “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” 

 

1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness 

    With a liberating light; 

Praise the One who frees the pris’ners, 

    Turning blindness into sight. 

Praise the One who preached the Gospel, 

    Healing ev’ry dread disease, 

Calming storms, and feeding thousands 

    With the very Bread of peace. 
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2 Praise the One who blessed the children 

    With a strong, yet gentle, word; 

Praise the One who drove out demons 

    With the piercing, two-edged sword. 

Praise the One who brings cool water 

    To the desert’s burning sand; 

From this Well comes living water, 

    Quenching thirst in ev’ry land. 

 

3 Let us praise the Word Incarnate, 

    Christ, who suffered in our place. 

Jesus died and rose victorious 

    That we may know God by grace. 

Let us sing for joy and gladness, 

    Seeing what our God has done; 

Let us praise the true Redeemer, 

    Praise the One who makes us one. 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003388 

 

Invocation 
 

Pastor In the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.  

People Amen.  

 

 

Opening Versicles 
 

Pastor Let us consider how to stir up one another to 

love and good works, not neglecting to meet 

together, as is the habit of some, but 

encouraging one another, 

People And all the more as we see the Day drawing 

near. (Hebrews 10:24-25) 
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Pastor The early church devoted themselves to the 

apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers. 

People And all who believed were together and had all 

things in common.  

 

Pastor Day by day, they gathered together in the 

temple and broke bread together in their 

homes. 

People They received their food and the Word of God 

with glad and generous hearts, praising God 

and having favor with all the people. (Acts 2:42-47) 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 
Pastor  Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your 

steadfast love; 

People According to Your abundant mercy, blot out our 

transgressions. (Psalm 51:1) 

 

Pastor Your transgressions have been covered by the 

blood of the Lamb.  As we journey to the cross 

together this Lenten season, we are reminded 

that Jesus suffered and died for our sins.  But that 

isn’t the final word.  Jesus rose again victorious, 

and He has declared you forgiven.  Therefore, by 

His authority I declare to you today that your sins 

are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People Amen. 
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Prayer 

 
Pastor  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

Pastor  Let us pray.  Almighty and everlasting God, You 

despise nothing You have made and have 

forgiven our sins.  Help us as we journey through 

this Lenten season to keep our eyes fixed on Your 

Son, Jesus, knowing that with Him we can 

conquer all things through His victory over sin, 

death, and the devil.  We pray this in the name 

of Jesus, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People Amen. 

 

T WORD T 
 

Old Testament Exodus 17:3-6 

 
3But the people thirsted there for water, and the people 

grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up 

out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with 

thirst?” 4So Moses cried to the LORD, “What shall I do with this 

people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5And the LORD 

said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you 

some of the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff 

with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6Behold, I will stand 

before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike 

the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will 

drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 

   

Pastor This is the Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle 1 Peter 4:1-6 
 

1Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves 

with the same way of thinking, for whoever has suffered in 

the flesh has ceased from sin, 2so as to live for the rest of 

the time in the flesh no longer for human passions but for 

the will of God. 3The time that is past suffices for doing what 

the Gentiles want to do, living in sensuality, passions, 

drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties, and lawless idolatry. 
4With respect to this they are surprised when you do not join 

them in the same flood of debauchery, and they malign 

you; 5but they will give account to him who is ready to 

judge the living and the dead. 6For this is why the gospel 

was preached even to those who are dead, that though 

judged in the flesh the way people are, they might live in 

the spirit the way God does. 

  

Pastor This is the Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 

Holy Gospel John 19:28-30 

 
28After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said 

(to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” 29A jar full of sour wine stood 

there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop 

branch and held it to his mouth. 30When Jesus had 

received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he 

bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

  

Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Hymn  435 “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” 

 

1 Come to Calv’ry’s holy mountain, 

    Sinners, ruined by the fall; 

Here a pure and healing fountain 

    Flows for you, for me, for all, 

In a full, perpetual tide, 

Opened when our Savior died. 

 

2 Come in poverty and meanness, 

    Come defiled, without, within; 

From infection and uncleanness, 

    From the leprosy of sin, 

Wash your robes and make them white; 

Ye shall walk with God in light. 

 

3 Come in sorrow and contrition, 

    Wounded, impotent, and blind; 

Here the guilty, free remission, 

    Here the troubled, peace may find. 

Health this fountain will restore; 

They that drink shall thirst no more. 

 

4 They that drink shall live forever; 

    ’Tis a soul-renewing flood. 

God is faithful; God will never 

    Break His covenant of blood, 

Signed when our Redeemer died, 

Sealed when He was glorified. 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

Sermon “I Thirst” 

                     1 Peter 4:1-6 
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Stand 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

 

People I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

Offering  
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Luther’s Evening Prayer 
 

People I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus 

Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously 

kept me this day; and I pray that You would 

forgive me all my sins where I have done 

wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For 

into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be 

with me, that the evil foe may have no power 

over me.  Amen. 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

People Our Father, who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy 

name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from 

evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

Benediction 
 

Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make 

His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and give T you 

peace.  

People Amen. 
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Closing Hymn 433 "Glory Be to Jesus" 

 

1 Glory be to Jesus, 

    Who in bitter pains 

Poured for me the lifeblood 

    From His sacred veins! 

 

2 Grace and life eternal 

    In that blood I find; 

Blest be His compassion, 

    Infinitely kind! 

 

3 Blest through endless ages 

    Be the precious stream 

Which from endless torment 

    Did the world redeem! 

 

4 Abel’s blood for vengeance 

    Pleaded to the skies; 

But the blood of Jesus 

    For our pardon cries. 

 

5 Oft as earth exulting 

    Wafts its praise on high, 

Angel hosts rejoicing 

    Make their glad reply. 

 

6 Lift we, then, our voices, 

    Swell the mighty flood; 

Louder still and louder 

    Praise the precious blood! 
Text: Public domain 

 

Postlude 
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