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Midweek Lenten Service 

March 25, 2020 
 

As We Gather 
 

This year for our Lenten Sermon Series we are looking at our 

“Life Together” to focus on what it means to live in a 

community in postmodern times.  This sermon series begins 

on Ash Wednesday and will continue during our 

Wednesday Lent services, through Holy Week, including 

Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday, finishing 

on Easter Sunday.  In this sermon series we will see how this 

postmodern world has shaped our thoughts and 

transformed our understanding of Christian principles away 

from God’s Word and from one another.  We have moved 

into a society that is focused on the self.  While looking 

inwardly is not always a bad thing, when we look only to 

ourselves and our understanding rather than to the saving 

work of Jesus, then it causes harm to our spiritual life.  This 

harm spills out into the community in which we live, 

including our church community, causing others to stumble 

during this journey of life together. 

 

 

WELCOME, AND OPENING PRAYER 
 

Opening Hymn: 419 “Savior, When in Dust to Thee” 

 

1 Savior, when in dust to Thee 

Low we bow the_adoring knee; 

    When, repentant, to the skies 

    Scarce we lift our weeping eyes; 

O, by all Thy pains and woe 

Suffered once for us below, 

    Bending from Thy throne on high, 

    Hear our penitential cry! 
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2 By Thy helpless infant years, 

By Thy life of want and tears, 

    By Thy days of deep distress 

    In the savage wilderness, 

By the dread, mysterious hour 

Of the_insulting tempter’s pow’r, 

    Turn, O turn a fav’ring eye; 

    Hear our penitential cry! 

 

3 By Thine hour of dire despair, 

By Thine agony of prayer, 

    By the cross, the nail, the thorn, 

    Piercing spear, and torturing scorn, 

By the gloom that veiled the skies 

O’er the dreadful sacrifice, 

    Listen to our humble sigh; 

    Hear our penitential cry! 

 

4 By Thy deep expiring groan, 

By the sad sepulchral stone, 

    By the vault whose dark abode 

    Held in vain the rising God, 

O, from earth to heav’n restored, 

Mighty, reascended Lord, 

    Bending from Thy throne on high, 

    Hear our penitential cry! 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

Invocation 
 

Pastor In the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.  

People Amen.  
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Opening Versicles 
 

Pastor Let us consider how to stir up one another to 

love and good works, not neglecting to meet 

together, as is the habit of some, but 

encouraging one another, 

People And all the more as we see the Day drawing 

near. (Hebrews 10:24-25) 

 

Pastor The early church devoted themselves to the 

apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers. 

People And all who believed were together and had all 

things in common.  

 

Pastor Day by day, they gathered together in the 

temple and broke bread together in their 

homes. 

People They received their food and the Word of God 

with glad and generous hearts, praising God 

and having favor with all the people. (Acts 2:42-47) 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 
Pastor  Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your 

steadfast love; 

People According to Your abundant mercy, blot out our 

transgressions. (Psalm 51:1) 

 

Pastor Your transgressions have been covered by the 

blood of the Lamb.  As we journey to the cross 

together this Lenten season, we are reminded 

that Jesus suffered and died for our sins.  But that 
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isn’t the final word.  Jesus rose again victorious, 

and He has declared you forgiven.  Therefore, by 

His authority I declare to you today that your sins 

are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People Amen. 

 

 

 

Prayer 

 
Pastor  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

Pastor  Let us pray.  Almighty and everlasting God, You 

despise nothing You have made and have 

forgiven our sins.  Help us as we journey through 

this Lenten season to keep our eyes fixed on Your 

Son, Jesus, knowing that with Him we can 

conquer all things through His victory over sin, 

death, and the devil.  We pray this in the name 

of Jesus, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People Amen. 

 

 

T WORD T 
 

Old Testament Jeremiah 29: 11-14 

 
11For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, 

plans for wholeness and not for evil, to give you a future 

and a hope. 12Then you will call upon me and come and 

pray to me, and I will hear you. 13You will seek me and find 
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me. When you seek me with all your heart, 14I will be found 

by you, declares the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes 

and gather you from all the nations and all the places 

where I have driven you, declares the Lord, and I will bring 

you back to the place from which I sent you into exile. 

  

Pastor This is the Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Epistle 1 Peter 1:6-9 
 

6In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if 

necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7so that 

the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than 

gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found 

to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of 

Jesus Christ. 8Though you have not seen him, you love him. 

Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and 

rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 
9obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your 

souls. 

   

Pastor This is the Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 14:60-64 

 
60And the high priest stood up in the midst and asked Jesus, 

“Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men 

testify against you?” 61But he remained silent and made no 

answer. Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the 

Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” 62And Jesus said, “I am, and 

you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of 

Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.” 63And the 

high priest tore his garments and said, “What further 
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witnesses do we need? 64You have heard his blasphemy. 

What is your decision?” And they all condemned him as 

deserving death. 

  

Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

Hymn 744 “Amazing Grace” 

 
 

1 Amazing grace—how sweet the sound— 

    That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost but now am found, 

    Was blind but now I see! 

 

2 The Lord has promised good to me, 

    His Word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be 

    As long as life endures. 

 

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares 

    I have already come; 

His grace has brought me safe thus far, 

    His grace will lead me home. 

 

4 Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail 

    And mortal life shall cease, 

Amazing grace shall then prevail 

    In heaven’s joy and peace. 

 

5 When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 

    Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

    Than when we’d first begun. 
Text: Public domain 
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Sermon “Holding Out Hope” 

                 1 Peter 1:6-9 

 

 

Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

People I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

Offering  
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Luther’s Evening Prayer 
 

People I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus 

Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously 

kept me this day; and I pray that You would 

forgive me all my sins where I have done 

wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For 

into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be 

with me, that the evil foe may have no power 

over me.  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

People Our Father, who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy 

name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from 

evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

Benediction 
 

Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make 

His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and give T you 

peace.  

People Amen. 
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Closing Hymn 878 "Abide With Me" 

 

1 Abide with me, fast falls the eventide. 

The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide. 

When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 

Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 

 

2 I need Thy presence ev’ry passing hour; 

What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r? 

Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be? 

Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me. 

 

3 Come not in terrors, as the King of kings, 

But kind and good, with healing in Thy wings; 

Tears for all woes, a heart for ev’ry plea. 

Come, Friend of sinners, thus abide with me. 

 

4 Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 

Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away; 

Change and decay in all around I see; 

O Thou who changest not, abide with me. 

 

5 I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless; 

Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness. 

Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 

I triumph still if Thou abide with me! 

 

6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 

Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows 

flee; 

In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

 

Postlude 
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