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THANK YOU  
   Well over 20 years ago, my mother asked me to write a newsletter for our Bennington, Pittsburg, 
Morrice charge so we could have better communication. 
   Ever since then, I have written, edited, copied and been in charge of putting labels on the newsletter 
every month. Other than the first year, I think we have only missed one or two months of publication 
and that was due to copier issues. 
   I find it necessary to take a break from the writing and editing of our church newsletter. I do not know 
if this is a permanent break or one of a few months. The December 2018 issue will be the last one I edit, 
at least for a time. If anyone would like to take on the job, I will explain and teach how to print labels, fill 
out forms for the post office and any other needed tasks. 
   In case this is permanent, I would like to thank all the pastors who helped me. When I started, I did not 
have a computer (think typewriter) and needed pastors to run labels from the three church address lists. 
So thank you to all the pastors who supported me with articles, information, and those who let me print 
what I thought was needed in each issue and some who even helped with the copying and folding. They 
are: John Schneider, Penny Meints, Art Turner, Jeremy Peters, Jeremy Benton, Tricia Elliott, Bob Forsyth, 
Terry Euper and Coleen Wilsdon. 
   Thanks to all those who helped with sending news articles, especially Mikie Steller from Bennington, 
Dorothy Ware from Pittsburg, Beth Poe, Diana Hulbert and Debby Shiffer from Bancroft. I could not have 
done this for so long without your help. 
   Thanks to all those who have helped fold, tape, and label the newsletter over the years. We used to 
need a large crew since we could copy only one side of the paper at a time, then had to collate all the 
pages. My mother and other family members helped a lot in those early years. We used to get 
everything ready for the mail and Shirley Shaw took care of the rest. I especially want to thank those 
who have helped in recent years, Mikie Steller, Cheryl Lewis and Donna Hembree. 
   There have been many changes over the years. I have used several computers and our copiers have 

improved. We now print both sides of the paper and collate all pages at once. We print labels in zip 
code order and the post office has made it much easier. We sort into two trays instead of each 
zip code being rubber banded together and certain stickers on each bundle. 
   Thanks to all of you who have sent compliments on content over the years. Thanks to those who have 
pointed out errors in a non-negative manner. I have used many of your suggestions to hopefully 
improve the end product. 
   Thank you for letting me be a servant in this ministry. I would ask you to direct all questions, concerns, 
compliments to the Morrice Church Council or the Bancroft Church Council 
   I will miss this ministry, as it has been a part of my life for a very long time. 
Nina 

http://www.bancroftumc.org/
http://www.morriceumc.org/


MORRICE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

   We will meet Dec. 11th at Georgia Coone's home at 3:30 pm.  Nine coats have been donated 
to the Salvation Army.  If more come to the church, they will be delivered in December or 
January.  
   We will meet with the women from Bancroft and Pittsburg to fill Christmas bags for our shut-
ins on December 18 at 6:30 pm. We will meet at Pittsburg UMC. We need cookie donations! 
   Thank you to everyone who helped with the shoe boxes. We were able to deliver about 50 
boxes to a church in Owosso after they were blessed at worship service. 
    
CHURCH WEBSITE 
   We have a church website which includes all our calendar information. If you have something 
you would like advertised on our website, please send Nina the information by e-mail, U. S. mail 
or speak to her in person. The information is updated on a regular basis. Nina will continue to 
be website administrator for the time being. 
   As a reminder, we cannot publish photos of minors without a written release on file. Those 
forms are available at each church.  
   The addresses for our website are on the front of this newsletter. Each one takes you to the 
same place.  
   The website also includes a place for prayer requests, links to other useful websites, 
announcements of upcoming events and more. If you would like to be added to the e-mail list, 
you can sign up on the website home page. 
    
ENGAGE MI 
   When 2019 begins, we will begin a new Mission Program in all the Michigan United Methodist 
Churches. It is called “Engage MI” or “Engage with”. We are going to focus on mission giving, 
not only financially but with our time and talents. 
   Like our Spotlight Church program, we will have several steps to fulfil all the requirements to 
be an Engage congregation.  
   Below is a quick summary of all our requirements. More information will come in future 
bulletin announcements or website communications. 
   First, we need to pay 100% of our Ministry Shares (formerly known as apportionments). 
   Second, we need to give to at least one of  the Conference Christ Centered Mission & Ministry 
Projects. There is a list of these projects available. 
   Third, give to at least one U.S. General Advance Project, Red Bird Mission General Advance 
Project or qualifying Special Sunday (we have special envelopes). 
   Fourth, give to at least one Mission Personnel  General Advance Project, International General 
Advance Project or qualifying Special Sunday. 
   Fifth, give to at least one Mission Personnel listed in the Engage MI book. 
   Sixth, give to at least one UMCOR Disaster Response Project or UMCOR Sunday. 
   We are also expected to learn about Christ Centered Missions and Ministries and report on 
those. We are also expected to engage in a ministry and mission project and report on it. 
  We have several Engage MI books available for you to learn more of what is expected as we 
begin this journey.  
 



 
DECEMBER 
  2 Communion; 1st Sunday of Advent; Stockings at the Fire Hall 
  8 Christmas Sing a long (B) 7:00 pm 
  9 Hospice House offering at (M) 
11 UMW (M) at Georgia’s house 3:30 pm 
13 Christmas Party for Community Christian Singles 
15 Classical Bells at Laingsburg UMC 7:00 pm 
16 Haiti Hot Lunch offering at (M) 
18 Pack Christmas bags at Pittsburg UMC at 6:30 pm 
21 Winter begins 
24 Christmas Eve Service at (B) 7:00 pm; NO Service at Morrice 
25 Happy Birthday to Jesus! 
31 New Year’s Eve; Community Christian Singles party 
 
OOPS 
   Proving that I am human and make my share of mistakes, I printed the wrong date for the 
thank you for the Community Day. It was held on October 14, not October 16 as I printed last 
month. Please excuse the error, it was my fault entirely. Nina 
 
REACH SUMMIT REPORT 
   The annual REACH Summit was held at the East Lansing Marriott. For those of you not familiar 
with East Lansing, this is a hotel and convention center near Michigan State University. It is not 
hard to find, but the parking area is another story. 
   I attended this conference for the first time in a couple of years. I wish others would go and 
hear of ways we can reach out to people in our community. Our speaker was Elaine Heath. In 
the first session she explained how the 20th century church is different from the 21st century 
church. We get others to come by inviting them to come see what we are doing. We get tied up 
when things are not going well and get focused on just keeping our doors open. We don’t look 
at what is needed in our community and minister to those needs. 
   I had the opportunity to listen to Elaine again during our first break out session. It was entitled 
“Reading and Praying with Scripture for a Missional Church”. She taught us how to do a Bible 
Study in a setting other than church and with those who may not be familiar with scripture, the 
Bible, or just how to study. It was very informative. 
   I made new friends at lunch time and then attended the Mid-Michigan District Conference in 
the afternoon. There I learned more about Navigating Change in our church, Creating a Culture 
of Invitation and Niche Ministries. I also learned more about our new Mid-Michigan District. We 
have new programs and new officers in the district and just lots of new stuff. 
   I was glad I attended this conference. Next year the conference is October 18-19 at Rochester. 
If you get a chance to attend, please do so. You can meet other people trying to build up their 
churches, learn from some who have had success and also get some great food and lots of 
ideas.  
   REACH does not end with the conference. There are opportunities to continue to learn 
throughout the year. Please watch our website and bulletins for more information. 



BUCK POLE THANKS 
   Alpha & Omega Bible study wishes to thank all who donated time or items for the Buck Pole 
concessions.  I think the weather was against us as we had the smallest turnout I have ever 
seen at the Buck Pole.  Regardless, each church earned $93.50.  Nina and Cheryl carried 
everything down to the Senior Center Wednesday night.  Cheryl and Donna H. set up everything 
Thursday morning.  Nina, Donna H. and Cheryl cleaned up with help from Jim V and Wendi after 
it was over.  A Big Thanks to Craig Lewis, who helped a great deal to load things up and carry 
the items back to the church basement.  We got home before 11:00 so it was a LONG Day. 
Thank you to all who donated food items served at the buck pole. A special thanks to Karen 
Hatfield for donating chips, water and pop left over from Community Day.  Cheryl 
 

 
 
CHRISTMAS SING-A-LONG 
   Everyone is invited to come to the Bancroft United Methodist Church on Saturday, December 
8 at 7:00 pm. That is when we will be gathering for a Christmas Sing-a-long. Come ready to sing 
some of your favorite Christmas carols. Refreshments will be served after the program. 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 
   There will be one Christmas Eve worship this year. It will be held at the Bancroft United 
Methodist Church at 7:00 pm. This service will include at least one song sung by candlelight. 
Invite your family and friends to this special time of worship. 
   There will NOT be a worship service at Morrice this year. 
 
 



CLASSICAL BELLS 
   A bell choir from the Mt. Clemons area will be in concert at Laingsburg United Methodist 
Church on Saturday, December 15. The concert begins at 7:00 pm. A pasta dinner will be served 
before the concert at 5:30 pm. 
 
COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN SINGLES 
   A ministry group founded to provide single adults in the Mid-Michigan area with 
opportunities for growth and fellowship is Community Christian Singles. They meet for 
programs at Caledonia Township Hall each month at 7:00 pm. This month their program is a 
Christmas party on December 13. Special entertainment will be provided by  singer and 
guitarist, Craig Lawson. There will be games, food, beverages and a white elephant gift 
exchange. 
   The group will meet for New Year’s Eve at the DeVries Nature Center at 8:00 pm. The cost for 
this activity is $5.00. There will be food, music, games, cards and more. Contact Mike at (989) 
721-0508 for more information. 
   For more information on this group, go to www.CommunityChristianSingles.com. 
 
SYMBOLS EXPLAINED 
   As you read through this newsletter and notice a M or B next to an event on the calendar, it 
means that event takes place at either Morrice or Bancroft. If you see those letters used on the 
birthday or anniversary list, it means that person is affiliated with either Morrice or Bancroft. If 
you see ☺, it indicates that person(s) is affiliated with both churches. That usually means they 
are clergy, past clergy, clergy family or past clergy family. 
 
SPECIAL SUNDAY OFFERINGS FOR 2019 
   The United Methodist Church has six Special Sunday offerings each year. We will have special 
envelopes in your bulletin when these special offerings occur.  We ask that you give as you are 
able. Thank you in advance for your generosity. 
   Human Relations Sunday is January 20. Supports neighborhood ministries, many for youth. 
   UMCOR Sunday is March 31. Funds support office, transportation and salary for UMCOR. 
   Native American Ministries Sunday is May 5. Provides outreach for Native Americans. 
   Peace With Justice Sunday is June 16 and funds programs advocating for peace. 
   World Communion Sunday is October 6. Helps provide scholarships for racial and ethnic 
programs. 
   United Methodist Student Day is November 24 and helps provide scholarships for United 
Methodist students. 
 
CHARGE CONFERENCE THANKS 
   A thank you to all who helped with Charge Conference held on November 13th at Laingsburg 
UMC. Eight church congregations were represented. Bancroft and Morrice met with Rev. 
Joseph Spackman and were able to take care of business for the next year. Thank you to 
everyone who attended. 
 

http://www.communitychristiansingles.com/


 

 
 

GIVE CAMP FOR CHRISTMAS 
   Consider giving a camping experience for 
someone for Christmas. As you can see, we 
have the calendar for Bay Shore Camp. This 
information will be included on our website. We 
also have a link to Bay Shore Camp and all our 
camping programs on our website. You can 
register now for summer camp. What a great 
Christmas gift! 
   Please try to take advantage of any of the 
other activities at either Bay Shore Camp or 
other United Methodist Camps. There are many 
retreats, concerts, camps and more for all 
interested persons. 
   If you have questions, Nina will try to help 
you. 



BIBLE TRIVIA 
   Below are some questions from the Bible Trivia game by Cadaco. Good luck! 

1. Who persuaded Adam to eat the forbidden fruit? 
2. What was the first city destroyed by God in the Bible? 
3. Why was the birth of Isaac a miracle? 
4. What was the name of the brother of the disciple Andrew? 
5. How did Peter and Andrew make a living before becoming disciples of Jesus? 
6. Why did King Ahasuerus sometimes have accounts of his reign read to him? 
7. What king was quoted on the Day of Pentecost? 
8. Name the woman who engineered the death of John the Baptist. 
9. What letter  begins more names of Bible books than any other? 
10. Why did the woman at the well believe Jesus was the Messiah? 
11. What species of bird helped both Noah and Elijah? 
12. Who had ten half-brothers and one full older brother? 
13. What did the sons of Sceva attempt to do but fail? 
14. According to Proverbs, what is better than secret love? 
Now for the answers: 
1. Eve (Genesis 3:6) 
2. Sodom (Genesis 19) 
3. His mother was very old (Genesis 17:17) 
4. Simon or Peter (Matthew 10:2) 
5. Fishermen (Matthew 4:18) 
6. It helped him get to sleep (Esther 6:1) 
7. David (Acts 2:25) 
8. Herodias (Mark 6:24) 
9. J 
10. Because he told her everything she had done (John 4:29) 
11. Raven (Genesis 8:7; 1 Kings 17:4-7) 
12. Benjamin (Genesis 35:17-27) 
13. Exorcism (or cast out demons) (Acts 19:14-17) 
14. Open rebuke (Proverbs 27:5) 

 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Dec. 1  Jeremy Peters  ☺ 
Dec. 2  Jon Cain  M 
Dec. 3  Dave Fiebernitz B 
Dec. 3  John Wright  M 
Dec. 4  Malakai Hayden M 
Dec. 6  Connie Parker  B 
Dec. 6  John Schneider M 
Dec. 6  Jen Peters  ☺ 
Dec. 8  Judy Bristley  M 
Dec. 13 Dave Haas  M 

Dec. 16 Jim Weaver  B 
Dec. 18 Jackie Euper  M 
Dec. 19 Carol Wright  M 
Dec. 21 Rachelle Twichell M 
Dec. 24 Mike Yanik  B 
Dec. 27 Samantha Fall  B 
Dec. 28 Gage Price  M 
Dec. 28 Shane Wroe  M 
Dec. 31 Barb Eddy  B 
Dec. 31 Sawyer Cain  M 
 



HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
Dec. 4  Judy & Ken Preadmore M 
Dec. 23 Ron & Mary Sue Gorsline M 

Dec. 24 Marck & Jen Michael  M 
Dec. 28 Jon & Brianna Cain  M 

 
UMCOR 
Giving to help others through UMCOR, or the United Methodist Committee on Relief assures 
that 100% of your donation goes to help the cause you intend. Nothing goes for overhead, 
office, salaries, etc.  (Those are taken care of on UMCOR Sunday). 
   There are several ways to donate to UMCOR. If you are not tech savvy and you would like to 
write a check, you may write it to your church with the Advance # on the memo line and place 
in the collection plate.  You may also send your check to: Advance GCFA, PO Box 9068 GPO, 
New York, NY 10087-9068 (make check payable to Advance GCFA with Advance # on memo 
line). 
   Another option is to call 1-888-252-6174 and donate with your credit card. 
   The final option is to go to either www.umcor.org or www.umcmission.org and donate online. 
   Below are the Advance #s for donating to help the recovery efforts of natural disasters in the 
United States and around the world. 
   INTERNATIONAL DISASTER RESPONSE is Advance # 982450 and helps those affected by the 
typhoons, earthquakes and other natural disasters around the world. 
   U.S. DISASTER RESPONSE is Advance # 901670 and helps those affected by hurricanes, floods, 
fires and other natural disasters in the United States. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the Morrice High 

School football team. They achieved 

a perfect 13-0 record this fall. On 

November 17, they won the state 

championship in Marquette (the 

Superior Dome), for Division 1 of 8-

man football. 

 This sign was inside the front door 

of the high school building. 

Thanks be to God for safe travels for 

this team and their opponent, 

Pickford, and all who traveled to see 

them play. 

http://www.umcor.org/
http://www.umcmission.org/


November 2018 
 
The Samaritan Purse boxes were blessed on November 11th with the assistance of Lily, 
granddaughter of Ken and Sue Baron. The 100 boxes were loaded into Margaret’s Equinox and 
were delivered to the Church in Owosso on Monday, November 12th. The ladies at the church 
were very pleased to see so many boxes. Thanks to all who participated in any of the process in 
completing the special job. The children will be very blessed this year for Christmas.  
 
Morrice asked for volunteers to help with the buck pole and the food and drink concession 
stand.  We were happy to assist in this mission. Thank you to the following: Gary, Ken, Terry, 
Margaret, Janet (friend of the Shiffer family), and me. We did a great job. Special “Thank You” 
to Barbara Medlock for helping with the planning and getting volunteers to help out. Mission 
completed. 
 
Cookies for Kindness were packed and ready for delivery on Monday to several businesses in 
Bancroft and Durand. Thank you to all the ladies that brought in cookies and helped pack them 
up.  It was a team effort that has been completed for this year. It was nice to know that there 
are some businesses that look forward to seeing us every year. 
 
Sunday, December 2nd, Margaret and I will be at the Shiawassee Township Fire Hall along with 
the children from our church to stuff 30 stockings for “Loaves and Fishes”. The children will be 
at the new Shiawassee Township Fire Hall, this will be a new experience for us all. The 30 
stockings will be delivered to “Loaves and Fishes” on Wednesday, November 28th at the Vernon 
United Methodist Church.  
 
Reminder:  We will be decorating the Church on Saturday, December 1st at 10:00 am and 
followed up with sloppy joes and other yummy food for all the hard working elves. 
 
Sunday, December 2nd starts the Advent season. 
 
The last class for Bible Study will be on Tuesday, December 4th at 10:00 am at Barbara 
Williamson’s house. Hope to see you all in the spring for our next Bible Study. I’m not sure what 
the topic will be but I do know that it will be rewarding to all who attend. 
 
On Wednesday, December 5th at 11:00 am the ladies will be meeting at the “Abiding Vine” for 
good food and best of all, family church bonding. 
 
Hope everyone had a Blessed Thanksgiving day with all the trimmings. 
 
If you need anything to be posted to our website, please let Nina know and she will see that it 
gets posted. 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! God Bless us all.  Debby 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
Jan. 1 Happy New Year! 
Jan. 20 Human Relations Special Sunday Offering 
Jan. 21 Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Feb. 14 Valentine’s Day 
Feb. 18 President’s Day 
Mar. 6 Ash Wednesday 
Mar. 10 Daylight Savings Time begins 
Mar. 20 First Day of Spring 
Mar. 31 UMCOR Special Sunday Offering 
Apr. 14 Palm Sunday 
Apr. 21 Easter Sunday 
 


