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June 15, 2019 
 
Dear Friends in Christ in the Michigan United Methodist Church, 
 
Greetings in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the peace and power of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
Since the closing of Annual Conference, a week ago, questions have been raised about what it all 
means for the churches of the Michigan Conference.  Allow me to share a few brief thoughts. 
 
It is important to put this recent Annual Conference in the context of the long and protracted 
conversation within The United Methodist Church about the inclusion of LGBTQ+ persons, a 
conversation that reached a new level of intensity at and following the special session of General 
Conference earlier this year.  The Michigan Annual Conference cannot reverse the decisions of the 
General Conference.  It can, however, express its opinion on how well the actions of the General 
Conference reflected the views of Michigan United Methodists, and we did so. 
 
Moving forward, I encourage you to keep these thoughts in mind: 
 

• Keep your focus and the focus of your church on our mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world.  People in your community still need the love of God in Jesus Christ.  
The people of your church still can grow in that love and grace.  There are hurting people in your 
community and in our world who need the ministry of your church.  With whom is God calling you to 
be in ministry? 

• Remember three simple rules, Bishop Rueben Job’s adaptation of the General Rules for Methodist 
Societies: do no harm, do good, and stay in love with God.  This is a contentious time in the life of 
the church.   Our differences are deep.  Can we agree that our viewpoint is not helped when we 
diminish and demean those with whom we disagree?  Do all the good you can in this challenging 
moment.  Find ways to do good with others, even when those others may not agree with you on some 
important matters.  Keep growing in the grace and love of God. 
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• The actions taken at our Annual Conference do not require any action on your part.  The votes taken 
indicate that on the whole, Michigan United Methodists would prefer a Methodism that is more open 
to the full participation of LGBTQ+ persons in the life of the church.  Those votes also let us know 
that many support traditional understandings of marriage and human sexuality.  This divide may 
mean some kind of separation in the future, but no choice needs to be made by any congregation 
right now.  We remain together and we will continue to work together as best we can to be about the 
mission of the church. 

• While no actions are required by our congregations, I would encourage you to continue to develop a 
deeper capacity in your churches for having challenging conversations about difficult topics and to 
develop a capacity for doing ministry even in the midst of uncertainty.  We do not know what the 
future holds for The United Methodist Church.  Some decision by congregations may need to be 
made in the future, and developing a capacity for engaging in significant dialogue is important, as 
is the capacity to function even when the future is uncertain and unknown.   

• Our website, MichiganUMC.org has resources to help congregations convene conversations about 
challenging topics. 

• The Michigan Conference Trustees are creating the steps for disaffiliation for local churches in the 
event any of our congregations intends to do so. 

• If you have an interest in submitting petitions to the 2020 General Conference, the deadline is 
September 15, 2019. 

 
I hope this information is helpful to you.  May God’s Spirit continue to shape us and energize us for the 
ministry of the church. 
 
Grace and Peace, 

 
Bishop David Bard 
Michigan Episcopal Area 
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