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Presbyterian gathering 

For                              

Hymn sing! 

                                   When:  Sunday, May 20  

                                   Where:  Madison Presbyterian Church 

                                   Time:  6:00 p.m. 

 

The congregations of Madison Presbyterian and Hanover Presbyterian 
will gather together for an evening of fellowship and  singing.  At 6:00, 
there will be a potluck supper in the Fellowship Hall at MPC.  After we 
eat, we will move to the sanctuary for a hymn sing.  The choirs of the 
two churches will also offer some special music.  Please plan on  

joining us for this special time! 

 



Ministry Updates 

New Tenant Moves into Brown Building:  On May 1, 
the Brown Building will have a new tenant.  The local 
affiliate of Voices for Children will be occupying that 
space.  “Voices for Children” works on behalf of       
children in the area who find themselves in difficult 
domestic circumstances.  We are glad to have them in 
the building, and we are grateful for the work they do 
in our community. 
 
LAFFS:  LAFFS will meet on Wednesday, May 2, at 
Crossroads Family Restaurant located at 615 West 
Hwy. 50, Versailles, IN.  Lunch will be at 11:30 a.m.  
Please make reservations by Monday, April 30, by  
calling Connie Huntington (812-701-9313) or the 
church office (812) 265-2952).  We ask anyone wish-
ing to carpool to the lunch to please notify us so we 
can make         arrangements.  Hope you will join us for 
good food and fellowship! 
 
Blood Drive:  Madison Presbyterian Church will hold 
the next American Red Cross blood drive on        
Thursday, May 31, from 12:00—5:00 p.m. in             
Fellowship Hall. 
 
Summer Meals for Kids:  This summer’s Meals for 
Kids will be held June 25—29, from 11:15 a.m.—1:00 
p.m.  A volunteer sign-up sheet is posted in Fellowship 
Hall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Membership Ministry and ACES:  The Member-
ship Ministry and ACES will host the next 5th 
Thursday Meal for our neighbors from the River-
trace Apartments on Thursday, May 31st, at 6:00 
p.m. in the Brown Room.  A main course is         
provided, and those attending are encouraged to 
bring a side dish or a dessert.  Please join us and 
enjoy a pleasant evening of fellowship! 
 
ACES:  ACES’ monthly lunch will be held on     
Tuesday, May 8th, at 1:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  
Everyone is welcome to attend the brown bag 
lunch and the program that will follow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5th Anniversary:  The old adage “time flies” is 
about to be proven true. . . Sunday, May 20th, will 
mark the 5th anniversary of Pastor Scott and Sheri 
Hookey’s first official worship service with the 
congregation of Madison Presbyterian Church!  In 
recognition of this occasion, the active members of 
the Pastor Nominating Committee that issued the 
call to Scott and Sheri will offer an appreciation of 
their first five years with us during the worship 
service on May 20th.  The PNC will also host       
Fellowship Hour on that Sunday in honor of Scott 
and Sheri; please make a special effort to attend 
the worship service and Fellowship Hour that day 
and let the Hookeys know how much we appreci-
ate the many ways they serve our congregation. 
 

Deacons’ Garage Sale:  The deacons’ garage sale 
will be held on May 25-26. 
 
Annual Post Office Food Drive:  The annual Post 
Office Food Drive is Saturday, May 12th.  All pro-
ceeds will go to the House of Hope.  Please leave 
non-perishable food items or personal hygiene 
items on your porch for pickup by your mail carri-
er or other volunteers.  Thank you from Anne An-
dreasen, House of Hope board member. 



While you’re sitting by the pool and ready for summer vacation, it’s easy to 
forget what Memorial Day actually means.   
 
Memorial Day is a solemn day of remembrance for everyone who has died 
serving in the American Armed forces.  The holiday was originally called 
Decoration Day, and started after the Civil War to honor the Union and  
Confederate dead. 

 
In Charleston, N.C. 257 Union soldiers died in a Charleston prison during the Civil War.  They were buried in 
unmarked graves, and the black residents organized a May Day celebration in which they created a burial 
ground to properly honor the soldiers. 
 
After World War II the holiday gained a strong following and national identity.  It was officially named  
Memorial Day in 1967. 
 
In 1968 Congress passed the Uniform Holiday Act, designating Memorial Day as the last Monday in May rather 
than May 30, as it had previously been observed.  It is also know as the unofficial beginning of summer. 
 

 

Madison Presbyterian Church will hold the next American Red Cross blood drive on Thursday, May 31, from 
12:00—5:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
 
The American Red Cross helps millions of people in their battle back to good health every year through its 
Blood Services program, a service which began more than 50 years ago. 
 
Every year, the American Red Cross collects more than six million units of blood from about 3.5 million      
volunteer blood donors.  From their donations, the Red Cross is able to distribute about 9 million blood  
products to patients in approximately 3,000 hospitals and transfusion centers across the country. 
 
American Red Cross Blood Services began during World War II.  England was facing possible invasion and 
officials realized massive quantities of blood would be needed for both the military and civilians.  The U.S. 
Armed Forces asked the Red Cross to create and operate a national blood donor program to collect blood for 
shipment to the British Isles.  The first bloodmobile visited the Farmingdale, New York, Red Cross Chapter on 
March 10, 1941. 
 
After the war, few hospitals had blood banks.  Many relied on direct transfusion from donor to patient.  In 
1947, the Red Cross Board of Governors approved the introduction of a national civilian blood program, the 
largest peacetime heath project undertaken by the organization.  The first regional blood center opened in 
Rochester, New York, in 1948. 



 
 
 

THE HISTORY AND CUSTOMS OF PENTECOST:  The Story Behind the Wearing of the Red 

(Compiled in 2005 by Joyce Ashbrook of ACES) 
 

PENTECOST CYCLE 

In this cycle, there are two festivals that celebrate God – Pentecost and Holy Trinity.  Today both festivals are 
merely celebrated in church liturgy on designated Sundays. However, in early centuries, they assumed great 
importance in the year’s celebrations which included secular and civic holidays and special church days. 

 

PENTECOST 

Pentecost is an important feast celebrated by both Jews and Christians in the spring. 
 

The Jewish feast of Pentecost, in Hebrew SHAVUOT, occurs fifty days after the feast of the Passover.  The day 
is referred to by various names in the Old Testament where it is called the Feast of Harvest, the Feast of 
Weeks, and the Day of First Fruits.  Originally, this was an agricultural feast, celebrating the wheat and bar-
ley harvests and the first appearance of fruits after the spring plantings. The regulations for its observance 
directed the faithful to take offerings of the first fruits of the harvest to the sanctuary. 
 

This day also commemorated the giving of the Ten Commandments to Moses on Mount Sinai.  Among Re-
form Jews it is said that the historical aspect of the festival has supplanted the older agricultural one.  The 
idea grew after the destruction of the temple and the dispersion of the Jews. Although many of the ancient 
ceremonies have fallen into disuse, the day remains one of the great feasts of modern Jews. 
 

The Christian feast of Pentecost is celebrated fifty days after Easter and ten days following the Ascension of 
Jesus Christ into Heaven.  It commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit on the apostles. The name was tak-
en from the Jewish Pentecost or Shavuot which was being celebrated at that time and which was, as previ-
ously mentioned, fifty days after Passover.  Only the name and the number of days involved were adopted by 
the Christian Church. 
 

On the Pentecost after the resurrection of Jesus (i.e., 50 days from the Passover in which he was crucified), 
the Holy Ghost, as told in Acts 2 , descended on the disciples in the form of tongues of fire accompanied by 
the sound of a rush of wind and gave them the power of speaking in such a way that people of different lan-
guages could understand them.  Thus was fulfilled the promise that Christ made at the Last Supper that, 
“though he must leave them, he would abide in them and send the Holy Spirit to comfort them and teach 
them all truth.” Pentecost is known as “the birthday of the church,” because it was the presence and 
power of the Holy Spirit that transformed the disciples from timid and frightened men hiding in a Jerusalem 
house into courageous and bold evangelists who were able to carry the good news of the Gospel to all the 
known world.  Thus, the church was fully established. 
 

The fifty days of Pentecost were celebrated very early in the church’s history, probably from the beginning 
of the third century.  A time of joyfulness, actions of penance were forbidden. In church calendars, Pentecost 
is the seventh Sunday after Easter and closes Eastertide. 
 

In ancient times, new converts were baptized at this time.  The white robes worn by the candidates for bap-
tism prompted the English to call Pentecost “Whitsunday” (white Sunday). 
 



 
 
Until the Reformation, the feast of Pentecost was very popular and actively celebrated.  Many customs   
either became attached to or arose from the ritual of the day.  In Italy, rose leaves were let rain down from 
the church roof as a reminder of the spiritual flames.  In France, trumpets were blown during Mass, the 
resultant blast said to commemorate the “violent wind” of the first Pentecost.  Doves, the symbol of the 
Holy Spirit, often were let loose in church.  In Holland, children brought tame doves and pigeons to the 
Pentecost service.  The English enjoyed the day with dances, games, sports, and mystery and miracle 
plays.  The day called for an important church collection, too; the number of fireplaces or chimneys in a 
house decided the amount of the donation. 
 

Whitmonday or Whitsun Monday, the day after Pentecost, is a holiday in England and other European 
countries, all that remains of what was an entire week of celebrating. 
 

In America, Pentecost at one time took on such a strange notoriety that the celebrations attached to it 
were prohibited by law.  This came about in the Dutch settlements in New York State where Pentecost 
was known as “Pinkster.”  The Dutch brought many European Pentecostal customs with them to Ameri-
ca.  The feast lasted several days.  The settlers paid traditional visits to their neighbors in flower-bedecked 
buggies; they also engaged in games and held a carnival.  The joy-making of Pinkster eventually took such 
a wild form that by 1811 it was outlawed by the New York State legislature. 
 

Today it is customary for Christians to wear red on Pentecost to symbolize the tongues of fire in which the 
Holy Spirit appeared. 
 

Since Easter is a movable feast, it follows that Pentecost is, too.  This year the seventh Sunday after Easter 
falls on May 20. 
 

TRINITY SUNDAY 

The Sunday after Pentecost is Trinity Sunday.  An innovation in medieval England, it spread through the 
Western Church in the 14th century.  The Sundays until Advent are counted either from Pentecost or    
Trinity. 
 
Sources:   

 All About American Holidays 

 The American Book of Days 

 The Book of /Religious Holidays and Celebrations 

 Celebrations 

 The Complete Book of American Holidays 

 The New Columbia Encyclopedia 





 
PRAYER LIST 

 
Congregation:  Sharon Auxier, Don Clapham, Mary 
Louise Grimes, Tony Harrell, Bob and Pat Hughes, 
Al Huntington, Beth Orrill, Harriette Parton, Staci 
Torres, Greg Ziesemer. 
 
Family and Friends:  Steve Aldridge, Lester 
Auxier, Mike Baker (Mary Davee’s brother), 
Michelle Barlow, Lloyd Bell, Robert Black, Carol 
Blasdel, Donna Bowman. Todd Bredenkamp, 
Connie Brink, Mike Brown, Chris Browning, 
Michael  Busching, Becky Chase, Mike Cope, Sherry 
Craddock,  Hilary Drake, Kathy Dunn, Phillip 
Eades, Erik,  Don Firth, Trish Frye, Jessica Garvey 
and family, Pat Goley, Jo Gray, Shirley Griffith, 
Charles “Poogie” Grooms, Chuck Hale, Peggy Hans, 
Millie Harness, Ryker Harris, Brittany Henry, Bob 
Hudson, Bill Hughes, Helen Hunt, James Jackson, 
Lois Jackson, Curtis Jacobs, Brittney Johnson and 
family, Ruth Johnson, Vince Johnson and his wife 
Mary Jean Woodburn, Kaya Kabota, Candy Kahn 
and family, Cathy Kish, Michael Sean Kugler, Paul 
Limato, Jeff Lineburg (Janet Castor’s brother), 
Steve Livingston, Terra Louis, Jason Mace, Madison 
Correctional Facility and Madison State Hospital, 
Mary McClure, Tabatha Melton, Gaye Mill, Jeanine 
Hill Moran, Gary and Geneva Napier, Muriel 
Newcomb,  Pam, Joy Parks, Wanda Payton, Frank 
Pearson, Nak Phok, Jennifer Poggel, Michelle 
Powers, Jim Render, Jim Risk, Roberto, Cora 
Russell, Susan Ryan, Susan Schafer and family, Jeff, 
Janna and Rachel Schmidt, Ken Schneider, Donna 
and Travis Smith and family, Jessica Smith, Laryssa 
Smith, Therese Spence, Tiana Stockton and family, 
Roy Stone, Jody Sullivan, Mary Lynn Summerfeld, 
Denver Taylor, Trey Taylor,   Doug Vaughn, Peggy 
Voris and family, Buddy Waller, Warren (friend of 
Bob and Judith Glass), Jaye Weaver, Tom Weber, 
Laurel Lyn Wiest, Sue Williams, Nick Wyne. 
   

 

 

 

Musical notes 

Every once in a while I discover a youtube video 

so soul-stirring that I scarcely know how to        
introduce it to you.  When Pope Francis visited the 
Republic of Georgia a few years ago, the local 
Christians gathered in worship and song.  Sugges-
tions contradict each other as to what this text 
might be.  Some suggest this is the Aramaic        
version of the Lord’s Prayer while others suggest 
this is an Aramaic Psalm setting.  What we do 
know is that Aramaic is a language spoken during 
the time and locale of Christ.  It is also the original 
language of large portions of the Old Testament, 
and therefore, presumably, a language Christ,  
himself, understood and spoke.  These Christians 
are from one of the Eastern Orthodox tradi-
tions.  When the Great Schism of 1054 split the 
Church into Eastern and Roman factions, the   
Eastern faction maintained (even unto present 
day), that the use of instruments in worship was       
idolatrous.  In this video, you can hear human 
voices singing a drone in substitution for an       
instrumental accompaniment of the chant. 
  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3d-Nc0N9jT8 
  
Another aspect of this video which I find to be es-
pecially moving is the symbolic reintegration of 
Eastern and Western Churches.  While neither 
side is prepared to unify, it is assuring to see that 
they understand that they worship the same God.   
 
You are in my prayers.  Jonathan  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3d-Nc0N9jT8


 

MINISTERING IN MAY 
 

GATHERING MUSIC 
   6.   Open 
 13.  Greg Ziesemer 
 20.  Gregg Mayberry 
 27.  Jean Beaver 
 
USHERS 
   6.  Brett Corbin and Mary Davee 
 13.  Katie Mathews and Crystal Dashiell 
 20.  Tim Busching and Dan Smith 
 27.  Natalie Willis and Don Clapham 
 
LITURGISTS     
    6.  Tim Busching 
  13.  Dan Smith 
  20.  Marcia McCracken 
  27.  Don Clapham 
   
GREETERS 
     6.  Bill Ohlendorf and Connie Huntington 
   13.  Sheri Hookey and Carole Hanson 
   20.  Dan Smith and Staci Torres 
   27.  Linda la Cour and Connie Huntington 
 
FELLOWSHIP HOUR HOSTS 
      6.  Youth for breakfast 
    13.  Worship Ministry 
    20.  Pastor Nominating Committee 
    27.  Open 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sundays in May  
May 6                8:30 A.M. Adult Sunday School 
                       
             10:00 A.M. Worship/Communion 
                                                        Service 
     Children’s Sunday School 
                                           Deacons’ Offering 
 
           11:00  A.M. Fellowship Hour 
    Deacons’ Meeting 
 
May 13 8:30 A.M. Adult Sunday School 
 
           10:00 A.M. Worship Service 
                 Children’s Sunday School 
 
           11:00 A.M.          Fellowship Hour 
                                              

May 20  8:30 A.M.         Adult Sunday School 
 
            10:00 A.M. Worship Service 
    Children’s Sunday School 
 
                        11:00 A.M. Fellowship Hour 
       
 
May 27           8:30 A.M.   Adult Sunday School 
    
             10:00 A.M. Worship Service 
    Deacons’ Minute 
    Children’s Sunday School 
 
                        11:00 A.M. Fellowship Hour 
     



MPC Rotating  

Prayer Calendar 

Week of May 6 
Ginger and Jose Hernandez 
  Matthew 
Eddie and Janet Hostettler 
Kelly Hostettler 
Adam Hostettler 
 
Week of May 13 
Ellen Eckert and Tony Harrell 
Tom and Mary Davee 
Kristen Davee 
Lauren and Michael Norris 
  Maryclare, John Michael, and Isabelle 
 
Week of May 20 
Louise Kant 
Michelle White 
Bladen White 
Breanna Bradley 
 
Week of May 27       
Julie Curtis 
Curtis Jacobs 
Katie Jacobs 
Desna Ratcliff 
Richard Hoover 
 

   1.   Bill Mayberry 
   2.   Cindy Porter, Sandy Schaerli 
   3.   Dave Adams   
   8.   Sarah Joyce 
 10.  Lainey Castor 
 14.  Mark Andreasen 
 15.  Helen Cope 
 17.  Becky Chase 
 19.  Kelli Hostettler 
 20.  Dan Smith 
 22.  Torsten Moderau      

 26.  Delena Goldsmith 

 28.  Mike Cope 

 29.  Jack Ziesemer 

  

May 13 


