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One Great Hour of Sharing 
Between now and Palm Sunday, Presbyterian Churches 
are working towards educating our children and our con-
gregation about the special offering, One Great Hour of 
Sharing. This special offering is collected to help with 
various needs such as helping communities solve issues 
to problems they are facing, providing disaster relief, and 
helping to provide resources for communities facing 
food insecurities. This past week, we shared the message 
to the children about how “feeding” the fish boxes actual 
helps to feed the sheep, God’s people! 
Please prepare your hearts to give to this special offering 
in the next coming weeks. 
  
Warmly, 
Heather Owsley-Smith           

 

Easter Lilies this year will be $15.50 per plant.  If you 

would like to order a lily in memory or in honor of a loved 

one, please fill out the form below and leave it with your 

payment in the offering box.  We have reserved twelve lilies 

with the florist.  Opportunity to take the lilies home follow-

ing Easter worship will  be offered to the first twelve orders 

indicating they would like to do so. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Lily Order 

  

Ordered 

by:______________________________________________ 

  

In memory of/in honor of: 

  

_________________________________________________ 

  

_________________________________________________ 

  

Number of plants ordered:  

 

________________________________________ 

  

Amount enclosed:  

 

_______________________________________________ 

  

Will take plant(s) home after Easter: 

 

Yes _____   No _____ 
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From the Pastor 

 

            March 2021 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,     

 

It has taken me since the beginning of last November when I was called to be your pastor to realize that I should be 

communicating with you through the monthly Trumpet Notes.  I'm often slow in picking up on things, haven't you al-

ready noticed?  So, two months into this new year seems to be about the right time. 

 

We have survived many challenges since the beginning of 2020.  This is a new year with a new and different begin-

ning.  Let us seize the opportunity to, as Isaiah quoted the Lord as saying, "Do a new thing."  Listen to the God-

inspired words of the prophet Isaiah 43: 18 -19: 

 

 "Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old.  I am about to  do a new thing; now it 

springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in  the wilderness and rivers in the desert." 

 

All of you have made it through the “wilderness and the rivers in the desert,” so to speak.  And you have survived.  

Isaiah is telling us the Lord said to start fresh and new and to move forward.   

 

Yes, there were losses, and life feels different; we have been grieving almost this whole time.  It is a good thing to re-
member and honor those loved ones we have lost, as well as things and places which are no longer the same. 
 

We are off to a better year in which we will become more devoted to one another, to the commitment our church has 

in supporting this community and to becoming better Christians. 

 

Together, you and I can work to spread the love of the Lord to more people through the study of God's Word, in wor-

ship of our Creator and community outreach. Will you join me as I try harder to exhibit God's love? 

 

Thank you for all the support you have given me through this transition.  I appreciate your understanding, your pa-

tience  and all the help I receive on a daily basis. Let's continue to work together for the good of the Lord, each other, 

the church and our community. 

 

   In His service, 

 

   Pastor Sandy 



Approved the minutes of the January 20, 2021 meeting 
 
Approved the plan to receive donations toward the 

choir robe purchase (which took place before 
COVID closure of worship in 2020) 

 
Approved the January 2020 General and Capital Fund 

reports. 
 
Approved the Finance Committee recommendation to 

invest funds from the General, Capital, and Memo-
rial funds with Northwestern Mutual who holds the 
MPC Endowment and investment funds.  All in-
vestment information is available to the congrega-
tion through the Trustees and on file in the church 
office. 

 
Heard that the Adult Sunday School class will resume 

on March 7, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 
with safety precautions and approved protocol prac-
ticed. 

 
Agreed that the choir could resume practices in the 

sanctuary using required safety precautions. 
 
Heard that if our county remains in the “orange” status 

or better that there will be a Sunrise Easter Service 
on the overlook at Clifty Inn in addition to Easter 
morning worship at church. 

 
Heard that a pictorial directory is in the works.  Photos 

will be professionally taken at church with safety 
precautions in place on April 13, 2021 from 2:00 to 
8:30 p.m. 

 
Reviewed that as our current protocol states, the Wom-

en’s Bible Study may resume in Fellowship Hall in 
the evenings when ready. 

 
Reviewed plans for the Congregational Meeting sched-

uled for Sunday, March 7, 2021 after worship in the 
sanctuary. 

 

 

          Finance Report 
Account Balances as of January 31, 2021 
General Fund — $142,037.91 
Capital Fund — $40,838.71 
Youth Fund — $7,391.50 
Memorial Fund — $14,251.72 
 

 

 

 

LITURGISTS 

   7.   Marlene Bateman 

 14.   Dianna Terry 

 21.   Dan Smith 

 28.   Devin Worley 

 

USHERS 

 7. Don Wiest and Amanda Corbin 

14. Mike Dorsey and Laurie Dorsey 

21. Connie Huntington and Paul Torres 

28. Natalie Willis and Bill Ohlendorf  

 

MINISTERING IN MARCH 

February 24, 2021 Session Highlights 



 

NOTES OF INTEREST 

 

Music Notes 

There is plenty of sacred music intended for use during 
Holy Week.  Passions of J. S. Bach and others retell the 
suffering and death of Christ according to Gospel narra-
tives.  Chorale preludes for organ on tunes such as “Ah, 
Holy Jesus” and “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” have 
been composed by Bach, Brahms and others.   
 
There is one piece, not especially intended for sacred use, 
which always draws me in to the emotional landscape of 
Holy Week.  “Dido’s Lament” from Henry Purcell’s opera, 
Dido and Aeneas, has a remarkably evocative text that, 
with a single word change, might easily be imagined to 
have been sung at the Last Supper. 
 
“When I am laid in earth, may [the] wrongs create 
No trouble in thy breast, 
Remember me, but ah!  Forget my fate.”  
 
Aeneas, Dido’s love interest, has decided to leave Carthage 
and fulfill his destiny in Troy following the Trojan Wars.  
This leaves Dido heartbroken.  It is unclear if it is the bro-
ken heart or suicide that ultimately causes her demise. 
 
While the original text presents Dido singing, “may my 
wrongs create No trouble in thy breast,” such a statement 
would be inappropriate from the sinless Christ.  Therefore, 
I have taken the liberty of changing that single word from 
“my” to “the.”  “Remember me,” is the command given the 
twelve at the Last Supper.  “Forget my fate” might be read 
as a foreshadowing of the third day when the Resurrection 
dwarfs the advances of sin and death.  A link to a youtube 
video of the piece follows. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zmqgSTuQLVI 
 
I wish you all a blessed Lent and hope the piece linked 
above enriches your penitential observances. 
 
You are in my prayers. 
Jonathan 

 
 

 
 

PRAYER LIST 
 
Congregation:  Mark Andreasen, Sharon Auxier, Dennis 
and Karen Bessenecker, Shannon Glass, Sandy Gold, 
Mary Louise Grimes, Bob and Pat Hughes, Al Huntington, 
Denise Leiske, Betty King, Beth Orrill, Desna Ratcliff, 
Alicia Ricketts, Pam Sandoz, Jennifer Saroka, Ted 
Skrypak, Staci Torres, Sondie Williams, Greg Ziesemer. 
 

 

Family and Friends:   Mark Ashbrook, Karen Ault, Steve 
Baker, Michelle Barlow, Michael  Busching, James Calla-
han, Becky Chase, children separated from their  parents,  
Marie Cross, Jeff Daghir, Andrew Damm, Angel Dart, 
Jordan Davis, Phillip Eades, Steve Facemire, Shirley Grif-
fith, Chuck Hale, Milly Harness, Sarah Hull, Curtis Ja-
cobs, Heidi Kendall and family, Joni Lanham, Jeff Line-
burg (Janet Castor’s twin brother), James Lutes, Madison 
Correctional Facility, Madison State Hospital, Shane Ma-
son, Yolanda Modley, Margie and Frank Moller (Connie 
Huntington’s sister and brother-in-law), Bob Rouse, Janet 
Savage (Cathy Owsley’s sister), Jeff, Janna and Rachel 
Schmidt, John Schutte (Carole Hanson’s son-in-law), Dan 
Shearer, Laryssa Smith, Jody Sullivan, Trey Taylor, Ken-
neth Thompson (Harriette Parton’s grandson), Rodney 
Thompson, Jean Trillet (Jim Grant’s sister), Warren 
(friend of Bob and Judith Glass), Dawson Whitaker, Lau-
rel Lyn Wiest, Kyle Wilson Judy Wolf. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zmqgSTuQLVI


MPC Rotating  

Prayer Calendar 

March 7 
Shannon Glass 
Carole Hanson 
Linda and Rick la Cour 
Lucy (la Cour) and Logan Higgins 
 
March 14 
Dianna Terry 
Yvonne Ward 
Andrew Ward 
   Sam and Matt 
 
March 21 
Alicia and Zach Ricketts 
   Elsie and Henry 
Eric Newman 
Joan McFadden 
 
March 28 
Sandy Schaerli 
Jeffrey Vaughn II 
   Charlie 
Louise Kant 
 
 
 
 
 

March BIRTHDAYS 

  1.  Carole Hanson 

  2.  Kevin Carlson, Zach Ricketts, Allie Strandmark, 
 Sue Webb 

   3. Gunner la Cour 

   5. Richard Hoover 

   7. Janet Rhodes 

   8. Al Huntington 

  15. Andy Ward 

  16. Libby Sheppard 

  18. Shari Vaughn, Logan Higgins 

  21. Laurie Dorsey 

  23. Jacob Cook 

  24. Julie Curtis 

  25. Jonathan Stanley 

  27. Michael Joyce 

  28. Alex Adams, Emily Grier 

  29. R. J. Brown, Ginger Hernandez 

  30. Dick McCracken 

  31. Keith Cullens 

  

  

  


