
Unnamed Front Window, (front of building) 
 

     The constitution of the Ladies Aid Society stated that 
“The object of this Society, the Ladies Aid Society of the 
First Presbyterian Church, shall be to provide for the 
social welfare of this community; to aid the pastor in 
visiting the sick, the poor, and the stranger; to cultivate 
friendships among the people, to collect funds by such 
means as the Society may direct, and hold all these funds 
in trust for the use and benefit of said church...” 
      Meetings were held “in the church parlours” twice a 
month, where “dainty refreshments” were served. Dues 
were five cents a week. Men could become honorary 
members by paying a dollar a year. 
      These ladies put on the annual Martha Washington 
Tea.  The 1912 event, which was their biggest 
moneymaker, made $79.15.  
     The October 8, 1912 minutes state: “As the Society is 
in debt it was decided that the members should pay dues 
for the summer months, which will be forty cents 
each.” (Twelve of the twenty-three members paid; the 
others were to pay at the next meeting.) The organization 
contributed $100 for a memorial window, but for some 
unknown reason the glass panel on the bottom of it, 
where the contributor’s name was to be inscribed, is 
blank. Minutes from their meetings show it was 
supposed to optimistically say, “Our Pastors, 1815-1915.”  

 
Our Youth In Christ’s Service, (front of building) 
 

     The Young Peoples Society of the church paid for a 
window in installments over a period of months: $57, 
$27, $11, and $3, totaling the bargain price of $98. 

Madison Presbyterian Church 

Legacies in Glass 

 
     The original windows in this 1846 church 
building were multi-paned clear glass.  In 1913 the 
Indianapolis Art Glass Company was commissioned 
to remove these and install ten Arts and Crafts 
style opalescent colored glass windows for $100 
each.  They also installed a matching chandelier... 
for $153.23. 
      Each memorial window was paid for by church 
members or organizations. Funds were pledged 
and collected from July 15, 1912 through April 8, 
1913. The church paid the glass company $500 on 
July 27, 1912, $250 on September 25th, and the 
balance, $250 on October 14th. The cost in today’s 
currency would be about $24,000.   



Dr. Thomas J. Cogley (1814-1895) 
 

     Dr. Cogley’s 1895 obituary says that he was 
“Madison’s Oldest and Most Eminent Physician.”  Born in 
Pennsylvania, he studied medicine in Cincinnati and 
moved to Madison in 1844, where he rented a room 
from Rev. Leavenworth, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church. In 1850 Dr. Cogley traveled to Europe, where he 
studied “the nature and treatment of the eye.” Upon his 
return to Madison he established a lucrative practice in 
this specialty and was “erlong comfortably fixed in this 
world’s goods.” When he was 45, in 1859, Rev. Hawes of 
this church married him to Mary Emma Emerson, age 21. 
They had one daughter. His obituary stated that he was a 
“staunch Republican and a Presbyterian of the strictest 
sect. He had many friends and admirers.... as well as 
enemies.”   
     His widow purchased the window in his honor. 
 
 
Judge Charles E. Walker  (1817-1895),  
Harriet E. Walker, (1822-1911) 
 

      Charles Walker was born in Pennsylvania, but grew up 
in Switzerland County, Indiana, where he attended 
private schools.  After graduating from Hanover College 
he practiced law in Clark County before coming to 
Madison in 1849.  He married Harriet Lane, his third 
wife, in 1857, and they had four children. Their home 
was at 620 W. Main Street. A quiet and unassuming man, 
the Judge died in 1895; his wife in 1911. 
      Their oldest son, Charles, paid for the window. 

Building Faith  

For 200 Years 

1815-2015 

David McClure (1775-1836),  
Ruth Glass McClure (1776-1850) 
 

      David and Ruth were married in 1819. David was the 
proprietor of a dry goods store in downtown Madison, 
which sold hardware and clothing, and he was an Elder 
in the newly formed Presbyterian Church.  This couple 
helped build the first church structure on West Street, at 
the beginning of Presbyterian Avenue.  The men laid the 
brick and plastered while Ruth and the women fanned 
fires all night to keep the plaster from freezing. 
     In 1841 a new church was built on Main Street, near 
Mulberry, which was financed by members John and 
Victor King.  Unfortunately, they lost their $17,000 
investment in 1843 when the uninsured building burned 
in the middle of the night.  Ruth McClure organized a 
bucket brigade in a vain attempt to save it. 
      The window was paid for by a “Miss McClure.” 
 

Many thanks to Pam Newhouse  
who researched and wrote this booklet.  



John King (1796-1872),  
Victor King (1789-1871) 
 

      John and Victor were brothers who moved to 
Madison in 1816, just seven years after the founding of 
the city.  They were involved in various businesses here, 
including a cotton-spinning factory on Central Avenue, 
and a starch works. At one time Victor was Madison’s 
postmaster, and was an Elder at this church for 43 years. 
His son, John Lyle King, became a lawyer in Madison and 
kept a chatty daily journal, which has many interesting 
and witty anecdotes about Madison’s citizens. John Lyle, 
as a young man publicly derided John Abram Hendricks, 
who challenged him to a duel, which never happened.   
    In 1861 John King was instrumental in bringing 
homeless New York City children, ages 6-16, to Madison 
on what was known as the “Orphan Train.” The Madison 
Courier announced the event: “The orphans will reach 
Madison on the 21st of March via the Indianapolis train. 
People are invited to visit them at the Lecture Room of 
the First Presbyterian Church at 10 A.M. on the 22nd 
where the children will be disposed of.” On the 23rd the 
paper reported, “Thirty eight orphans did come.  They 
were cheerful and comfortably dressed. Homes were 
found for all.” 
   The early 1870s were hard for the King family: Victor 
died in 1871, a year after his wife. His brother John died 
the following April, followed one week later by his 
daughter Nannette, and his wife Harriet, in September. 
Victor left $1,000 to the church. 
     The brothers’ grandsons, John Lyle Clough, A.L. 
Woodburn, and J.K. Weyer, paid for their grandfathers’ 
memorial window. 

Samuel S. Moffett  (1823-1892),  
Maria McKee Moffett  (1831-1912) 
 

     Samuel was born in Maryland but was raised by an 
older brother in Cincinnati after his parents died.  In 
1847, at age 24, he came to Madison on a steamboat to 
visit his cousins. He liked the little city, now 38 years old, 
and opened a drygoods store at 112 East Main Street. He 
married Maria Jane McKee in 1852 and they lived at 424 
Mulberry Street, and had eight children. Samuel retired 
“well before 50,” leaving the business to his son. 
     Samuel and Maria were devout Presbyterians, and 
two of their sons became ministers.  One, Samuel Austin 
Moffett, was the first Christian missionary to Korea, 
where he spent fifty years proclaiming the gospel.  In 

2007 his remains 
were moved from the 
U.S. back to Korea at 
the request of the 
Korean Presbyterian 
Church in recognition 
of his missionary work 
there. 
     The window was 
paid for by the 
Moffett sons and 
daughters. 
 
 



James McKee (1798-1832),  
Nancy McKee (1798-1874) 
 

      James was born in Pennsylvania in 1798 and died at 
age 33 in 1832. A one-year-old son passed two years 
before this father’s death, and his daughter was one 
when he died. His wife Nancy took in boarders in her 

Madison home to support herself and her 
child, Maria Jane McKee, who would later 
marry Samuel S. Moffett.   
    The window was paid for by the Moffett 
sons and daughters.  
 
 
 
 
Jane Robinson Alling Crane (1808-1874) 
 

        Jane Robinson was born in Maryland 
in 1808. She married John Alling, who died 
in 1837 at age 37 when their son was two. 
She then married Rev. Simeon H. Crane 
who died four years later on a visit to 
Lexington, Kentucky at age 39. At this time 
she and Rev. Crane had two children, ages 
three and one, and Jane was pregnant 

with a third. Two of her grown children died before these 
windows were installed in 1913, but another son, 
Charles Alling, Jr. paid for his mother’s memorial window 
on July 15, 1912. He died five months later. 

Thomas Graham (1808-1861),  
Jean Graham (1809-1898) 
 

     Thomas and Jean Graham emigrated from Scotland 
with their first child, Alexander, in the early 1830s.  They 
lived in Madison above their bakery at 214 E. Main 
Street, and eventually had five more sons and one 
daughter. Thomas died at age 54 in 1861, just as the Civil 
War was underway. Four sons served in that war in 
various regiments.  Son Thomas attained the rank of 
Major and was known as such later in civilian life. He was 
Superintendent and Manager of the Graham Spoke 
Factory, which was located on West Street at the present 
site of the old KDH 
Medical Office Building. 
His brothers were also 
successful Madison 
businessmen. Brother 
Alexander was a 
baritone who sang in 
both the Presbyterian 
and Episcopal church 
choirs. They were 
cousins of James 
Graham Brown, 
businessman and 
philanthropist, who 
built the famous Brown 
Hotel in Louisville. 
       Miss Agnes Graham 
paid for the window. 
 


