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THE CIRCUIT WRITER  
NEWSLETTER OF THE EASTERN PARKWAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 

 MARCH 2022  

NATALIE’S NOTES 

Dear Friends, 

I have two announcements for you this month: 

1) On Palm Sunday, April 10, I'm planning a joyous reception of a number of new 
members into our church family! Several people have expressed strong interest in 
joining, but if you've been hanging out with us and haven't made it official yet, now is 
the perfect time! If you'd like to join our church, please reach out to either me or Trish 
Roeser! 

2) Lent begins on Wednesday, March 2. We will have an Ash Wednesday service that 
day in our sanctuary at 7pm, joined by our friends from the Saint John of God 
community. During the Lenten season, I will lead us through a new sermon series in 
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which we will go line by line through the Lord's Prayer. I think it will be eye opening 
and renewing for us all. Here's what I have planned: 

March 6: Our Father, Mother, Creator God, Who Art in Heaven 
March 13: Hallowed Be Thy Name 
March 20: Thy Kingdom Come, Thy Will Be Done on Earth As It Is in Heaven 
March 27: Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread 
April 3: Forgive Us Our Trespasses, As We Forgive Those Who Have Trespassed 
Against Us 
April 10 (Palm Sunday): Lead Us Not into Temptation, but Deliver Us from Evil 
April 17 (Easter Sunday): For Thine Is The Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory 
Forever 

May this Lenten season fill your heart with the Creator's love. 

Shalom, 
Pastor Natalie Bowerman 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER

Wednesday, Mar. 2: Ash Wednesday, 7pm service

Sunday, Mar. 6: Begin College Care Package Collection

Sunday, Mar. 13: St. Patrick’s Day Theme Hospitality after worship,

   Daylight Saving Time Begins  (Spring Forward or you’ll miss the treats!)

Wednesday, Mar. 16: Deadline for April Circuit Writer

Thursday, Mar. 17: St. Patrick’s Day

Sunday, Mar. 27: Stone Soup Sunday 

( You’re invited to bring deli meat and cheese to church to give to Bethesda House for sandwiches.)

Palm Sunday, April 10: New Member service and Hospitality after worship

Sunday, April 17: Easter
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                                       Birthdays 

    
Ella Jackson  3/2   James Anderson 3/21 
Rebecca Stacy  3/4   Desiree Chaires 3/23 
Lillian Bowerman 3/5   Gary Gridley  3/27   
Eric Harrell  3/12   Bob Bour   4/4  
Nancy Curran  3/15   Mollie Orr  4/4   
Bill Wilson   3/20   Jaiden Trumpler 4/5 

UMCOR Hygiene Kit Update: 
Besides the 30 Health Kits assembled, we also collected a total of 
$358.27 that will be given to our Upper New York Conference for 

additional kit supplies. A special thank you to our friends at 
Kingfisher Sangha and St. John of God Parish for their generous 

financial donations for this project. We also had a gift of hygiene 
items donated by members of Rabbi Rafi Spitzer’s Agudat Achim 

synagogue. Thank you!
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Lots of Valentines were lovingly created by church 
volunteers for our seniors and homebound members. 
Thanks to all the helpers, big and small!  
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Volunteer Opportunity on March 12, 2022  
 
Our next date at the Northeastern Regional Food Bank is Saturday, March 12, 2022.  
We have been working there as a “top rate” volunteer team for the past six or seven 
years. We are responsible to have 12 volunteers each time. This is a chance to help sort 

and/or repack donations to the Food Bank from individuals 
and businesses. You never know what you will be sorting! 
Make sure to wear shoes that protect your feet (no sandals). 
All school age children are invited with an adult. A sign up 
sheet is now available at church. Sign up early to get a spot. 
At this time, masks are required. Contact Trish Roeser for 
more information (patriciaroeser2@gmail.com or 
518-951-5553). 

 

Congratulations to Mildred S. Mason who was 
recently honored by the local NAACP branch 
as a Schenectady “Trailblazer”! She was 
recognized for her years of work in the city 
promoting inclusiveness and social justice. She 
was active in the Poor People’s Campaign and 
the Civil Rights movement. While a member of 
Albany Street UMC and then EPUMC, she was 
the Chair of the the Conference Commission of 
Religion and Race for eight years. She also is a 
certified Lay Speaker, and has helped with the 
SiCM Summer Lunch program, knitted and 
crocheted for Circle B, and established a Prayer 
Chain. She participated in a UM Volunteer In 
Missions trip to Chicuque Hospital in 
Mozambique. She was also presented the 
Courageous Award by Troy Conference. You 
are an inspiration, Millie! 

Congratulations,

 Millie Mason!

mailto:patriciaroeser2@gmail.com
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Historic EPUMC March Madness Basketball 
Information provided by Connie (Curran) Trigger #10 

Summarized by Trish Roeser 

Did you know that from 1975 to 1977, EPUMC supported a co-ed basketball team?!
Back in the 50’s and 60’s, there was an all male Eastern Parkway basketball team, but 
with the passing of Title IX in 1972, an effort was made by a number of local, Protestant 
churches to host a co-ed league. Coach Gary Van Wie, an EPUMC member and Linton 
High School teacher, held practices once or twice a week at the JCC, Mohonasen High 
School and other locations. The games were played on Saturday nights in the gym at the 
YMCA on lower State Street. It was a quarter court in a small, dark gym with the extra 
challenge of a track above that made accurate corner shots impossible. Many fans 
would come and sit on folding chairs right at court side.  

Connie (Curran) Trigger and Julie King were the first 
girls to play for the Eastern Parkway team. Connie was 
on the school track team but had never played 
basketball before. Her sister Julie became the team’s 
scorekeeper. Julie recalls being nervous about noting 
the right number of baskets and fouls. Fortunately, 
Connie kept a diary during those teen years and was 
able to find notes from those exciting games. She 
noted that the Eastern Parkway team players were the 
underdogs and lost many (but not all) games. 
However, they had lots of fun and lots of support 
from church friends and families who came as loyal 

spectators. Connie found a record of scoring one basket for her team, however, she was 
better known for stealing the ball from the opponents often and using her long 
fingernails to make a flicking noise as she passed the ball that seemed to make the boys 
cringe. One time, she had the ball near the basket and was hesitating about what to do, 
when she heard a whisper behind her saying “Go ahead, you can make it.” It was the 
ref. She took the shot and missed, and he also called her for traveling! She recalls that 
her male teammates were very supportive and patient with her. She fell down numerous 
times during the games but never seemed to get discouraged. Teammate Paul Ryan, Jr. 
doesn’t remember winning any games but that the boys tried hard to give the two girls 
some opportunities to score. Sam Wagar recalls being mortified when he accidentally 
wiped out Connie on the court one time. Brian Benson remembers one game where he 
thought they might have a chance to win, but then the other team’s coach pulled their 
second string and put in their first string. Rob Clute recalls Coach Van Wie bringing two 
college students to help as the “new assistant coaches,” but after they helped coach the 
first game and the team lost by double digits, the college students never appeared 
again. Perhaps the most respectable memory is that at the league’s March 1976 awards 
banquet, the Eastern Parkway team tied for the Good Sportsmanship Award! 
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Thank you, Connie, for sharing all these memories! 

The 1975-77 EPUMC  
Basket Ball Team:  

 Top Row: Chip McKibben, 
Brian Benson, Bob Barnes, 
Sam Wagar, Paul Ryan, Jr. 
Botton Row: Rob Clute, 

Connie Curran, Julie King, 
Curt King, Julie Curran 

This is a basketball shirt pulled from the EPUMC Archives from 
earlier leagues. According to Paul Ryan, Sr., he and his brother, 
Eugene, played for the church from their junior high years in the 
late 1930’s. Paul continued to play in senior high school and also 
in the 1950’s in the senior (men’s) league. Could this possibly 
have been his jersey???? 

Help Support our College Students! 
We are once again sponsoring College Care Packages for our church family college 
students. We have about 12 students on our current list. If you know of a college 
student who is part of our church community whom we might not have on our list, please 
contact Trish Roeser with the information. There will be a sign-up sheet in March for 
anyone who would like to contribute notes of encouragement, snacks, gift cards, candy, 
etc. to bolster our students as they prepare for the end of the academic year. 
Monetary donations can also be made to “EPUMC” with “College Care” written on the 
memo line. Money will be used for postage and gift cards. We will be packing the boxes 
on Sunday, April 3 after worship service. Thank you for your help in cheering our 
students along for their final stretch! 
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CHURCH COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

Eastern Parkway UMC has a leadership team called the Church Council. The meetings are once a month 
(currently by Zoom) on the third Tuesday of the month at 7pm.  
The following are leaders of committees within the Church Council:  
Natalie Bowerman (Pastor), Rick Mausert (Council Chair), Diana Carter (Finance Chair), Brenda Morrow 
(Staff Pastor Parish Relations Chair), Linda Shannon (Member Care Chair), Trish Roeser (Outreach Chair), 
Cathy Woodruff (Communications Chair and Council Secretary), and David Orr (Trustees Chair).  Other 
Council members are Penny Brunt (Financial Secretary), Randy Roeser (Treasurer), Bob Bour (Lay 
Member to Annual Conference), and Dan Shannon (Trustees and Member Care). 

A few highlights from the February 15 meeting: 
• Pastor Natalie will include a New Member service on Palm Sunday, April 10.  
• St. John of God Parish will join us for the Ash Wednesday service on March 2 at 7:00 pm.  
• Pastor Natalie has an interview scheduled with the United Methodist Board of Elders on March 4 

as part of the process for ordination. 
• The Trustees reported that a new realtor has been contracted to help advertise the Education Wing 

spaces for rent. 
• After a discussion of COVID protocols for the church building, it was decided to keep the current 

protocols in place. Masks and social distancing are required at all meetings within the building by 
all groups. The protocols could change, of course, depending on how the pandemic evolves. 



9

STAFF PARISH PASTOR RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

*THE SPPRC Team is meeting via email during the months of January, February, 
and March.  If you have anything for the Team please let one of the Team members 
know.  Your SPPRC Team includes Paul Ryan Sr., Bob Bour, Judy Lott, Marilyn Esmann, 
Carolyn Canova, Alicia LeGere and Brenda Morrow.  You may also email Brenda 
Morrow @ballynmorrow@gmail.com or place a note in the SPPRC mailbox located in 
the coat hanging area just outside the church office. 

*The SPPRC Team supports the EPUMC Staff and Congregation.   
Current EPUMC Staff include: 
Joe White-Custodian, Betsy Lehmann-Music Director,  
Cassandra Brown-Nursery Attendant, Natalie Bowerman-Pastor. 

*Administrative Assistant duties are being covered by volunteers.  The church email 
address and phone number are still the same if you need to contact the church office.  
Both are monitored by volunteers from the congregation.   

*The SPPRC Team asks for your prayers of support for Pastor Natalie Bowerman as she 
prepares for her March 4, 2022, Ordained Ministries Interview. 

Brenda Morrow, SPPRC Chairperson

January contribution statements were mailed/emailed on February 7th.  
If you expected to receive a statement and didn’t, please contact Penelope 
Brunt, Financial Secretary at finsec.epumc@gmail.com or 518-466-7204. 

mailto:ballynmorrow@gmail.com
mailto:finsec.epumc@gmail.com
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A new fiscal year has begun.  The table below summarizes the operating budget performance 
for January, which represents 8.5% of the year.


Income in January was on target.  (Note: The pledge amount of $13,121 shown in the table 
includes $3,065 in pledges that were paid in 2021.)  However, expenses were unusually 
high for several reasons: (1) Our December payment to the conference was inadvertently 
not made on time and was paid in January.  (2) Several items for which we are billed 
annually, semiannually, or quarterly year were all due in January.  (3) The church heating bill 
was the highest in recent memory, due to the below-average temperatures and the 
significant hikes in the National Grid gas supply rates.  


At the end of January, the balance in our operating budget bank account was equal to one-
and-a-half months of expenses, based on 2021 average expenses.  The Trustees will 
transfer one half of their annual pledge ($18,000) in February, thus providing a reserve in the 
bank account that will be drawn down gradually over the coming months if, as expected, 
monthly expenses exceed monthly income. 


If you have any questions about this report, please contact the church treasurer, Randy 
Roeser.


Budget Actual as of 
1/31/2022

Actual as % of 
Budget

Expenses $176,737 $22,279 12.6%

   Program $8,102 $550 6.8%

   Property $39,823 $6,656 16.7%

   Personnel $98,498 $9,623 9.8%

   Payments to Conference $30,314 $5,450 18.0%

Income $180,611 $15,255 8.4%

   Pledges $129,441 $13,121 10.1%

   Trustees contributions $36,000 $0 0.0%

   Other Income $15,170 $2,134 14.1%

Income Less Expenses $3,874 -$7,024

FINANCE REPORT
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Budgets don’t fully disclose the life of a congregation, of course.  At EPUMC, virtually all of our 
missions funding is outside the budget, and much of our outreach is in the form of volunteer time 
and in-kind donations, not cash.  Here is a rundown of EPUMC’s missions activity in 2021.

Money contributed by the congregation and friends of EPUMC to our Missions Focus 
groups, church-sponsored missions, and other good causes in 2021: 

Other measures of missions outreach in 2021: 

Bethesda House including the Sock Project and Stone Soup $	 1,649.58

Schenectady Community Ministries including the Food Pantry $	 1,371.45

Things of My Very Own (TOMVO) $	 1,222.47

Circle B $	 233.00

Daija’s Dolls $	 2,180.00

College care packages $	 316.25

Hygiene kits $	 180.00

CROP Walk $	 2,435.00

Street Soldiers $	 300.00

UMCOR U.S. disaster relief $	 325.00

United Methodist special offerings $	 120.00

GROWTH Fund grant to United Methodist Women $	 1,000.00

TOTAL $ 11,332.75

No. of missions opportunities offered by EPUMC (e.g., Stone 
Soup Sandwiches, Sock Project, Regional Food Bank 
volunteering, Summer Lunch Program, caroling at Kingsway, 
school supplies, hygiene kits, cards and treats for homebound)

19

No. of persons from congregation directly participating in 
EPUMC-sponsored missions activities (estimated) 47

No. of persons served by EPUMC-sponsored missions (estimated) 700
No. of persons sent out on UMVIM teams from EPUMC 1

No. of Mitten Tree items donated to Bethesda House and TOMVO 131

No. of pairs of eyeglasses donated to Lion’s Club 37

No. of hygiene kits assembled using donated items 30
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Liturgists: 

 March 2022    April 2022 

   6 Rick Mausert     3 Desiree Chaires 

 13 Judy Lott    10 Diana Carter 

 20 Bob Bour   17 Tymesia Nabors 

 27 Brenda Morrow.              24 Marilyn Esmann 

Ushers: 

March: John Chaires & Bob Bour 

April: Brenda Morrow & Rick Mausert

Tellers: 

March: Bill Gerstler, Susan Lord, Sam Thompson 

April: Diana Carter, Norah Pattison, Sue Penny

Weekly Mission Collection 

1st Sunday: TOMVO  
2nd Sunday: Sock Project 
3rd Sunday: SCM  
4th Sunday: Stone Soup 
5th Sunday: Circle B

SUNDAY TEAMS
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