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THE CIRCUIT WRITER  
NEWSLETTER OF THE EASTERN PARKWAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 

  FEBRUARY 2022  

 
NATALIE’S NOTES 

Hi friends! 

I have two things to share in this month’s newsletter: 

1) Our book group has decided to extend our 
look at Inspired by Rachel Held Evans 
through the middle of February, and begin 
Unbelievable by John Shelby Spong thereafter. We 
meet in the Hearth Room after worship service. All 
are welcome! 

Eastern Parkway United Methodist Church 
943 Palmer Avenue 

Schenectady, NY 12309 
(518) 374-4306 

epumc943@gmail.com 
easternparkwayumc.com  
Find us on Facebook!
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2) Mark your calendars for four special services in Lent, which will be here 
before we know it. 

-On Wednesday, March 2, at 7pm, we’ll have an Ash Wednesday service in 
our sanctuary. 
-On Thursday, April 7, Rabbi Rafi Spitzer invites us to join him for a virtual, 
interfaith Passover Seder. Stay tuned for more details! 
-On Thursday, April 14, at 7pm, we’ll have a Maundy Thursday service in 
our sanctuary. 
-On Sunday, April 17, at 10am, we’ll have a live Easter morning service 
with full music for the first time in 3 years! Rejoice in the Risen Christ! 

With love, 
Pastor Natalie Bowerman 
 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER

Sunday, Feb. 6 : Create Valentines for Seniors

Sunday, Feb. 13: Valentine Hospitality after worship

Monday, Feb. 14: Valentine’s Day

Wednesday, Feb. 16: Deadline for March Circuit Writer

Monday, Feb. 21: Presidents Day Holiday

Sunday, Feb. 27: Stone Soup Sunday 

( You’re invited to bring deli meat and cheese to church to give to Bethesda House for 
sandwiches.)

Wednesday, Mar. 2: Ash Wednesday, 7pm service
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                                        Birthdays 

    
Carolyn Canova  2/3   Caroline Griffin 2/26 
Dorothy Thompson 2/5   Nicole Willette  2/28 
Delores Benson 2/9   Ella Jackson  3/2 
Madison Schmitt 2/13   Rebecca Stacy  3/4 
Brenda Morrow 2/15   Lillian Bowerman 3/5 
Martha Gardner 2/20 

(We are trying to update our birthday list. If your birthday is missing 
and you would like it added, please email the church office at 
epumc943@gmail.com.) 

Valentines for Seniors on February 6th!

Join us in making Valentines for our church 
community seniors and homebound. We will gather 
in the OR room after worship service on Sunday, 
February 6th. All supplies will be provided. Come 
share your loving creativity!

mailto:epumc943@gmail.com
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UMCOR Hygiene Kit Collection : Thanks to everyone’s generosity, we 
were able to pack 30 hygiene kits for UMCOR! We also collected over 
$253.00 for toothpaste and additional kits. The kits and money will be 
delivered to the Upper New York Conference Mission Hub in Syracuse 
soon.  
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Volunteer Opportunity on March 12, 2022  
 
Our next date at the Northeastern Regional Food Bank is Saturday, March 12, 2022.  
We have been working there as a “top rate” volunteer team for the past six or seven 
years. We are responsible to have 12 volunteers each time. This is a chance to help sort 

and/or repack donations to the Food Bank from individuals 
and businesses. You never know what you will be sorting! 
Make sure to wear shoes that protect your feet (no sandals). 
All school age children are invited with an adult. A sign up 
sheet is now available at church. Sign up early to get a spot. 
At this time, masks are required. Contact Trish Roeser for 
more information (patriciaroeser2@gmail.com or 
518-951-5553). 

mailto:patriciaroeser2@gmail.com
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Ice Storm No Match for Tech-savvy EPUMC Crew 
By Cathy Woodruff 

At 2:37 on the afternoon of Saturday, Jan.8, Pastor Natalie Bowerman sent an email to 
members of the Church Council broaching a subject that was on the minds of many 
others in the Eastern Parkway UMC congregation. 

The weather report for the next day was not good, she wrote. Should we call off in-
person worship? 

Over the next several hours and a flurry of emails and phone calls, the decision was 
made to cancel the service at church, and a plan came together for producing a virtual 
worship service. 

Before noon on Sunday morning, a new video version of a service was produced with a 
fresh recorded sermon from Natalie and musical selections pulled from previous online 
services. 

Randy Roeser prepared updates on service plans and the January mission project for the 
church website and posted paper signs Saturday evening on the church doors for 
anyone who showed up in person Sunday morning.  

Penny Brunt emailed fresh bulletins for the service and sent direct updates via email. 
Bob Bour posted updates on the church Facebook page, and leaders of St. John of God 
parish, who conduct their Sunday services in our sanctuary after the EPUMC worship, 
were notified of our plan not to gather at the church. 

Cathy Woodruff submitted cancellation information to The School Closings Network, 
which compiles snow day plans for area television stations, radio and newspaper 
websites.  

Music director Betsy Lehmann offered to provide live music if the service were to be 
conducted via Zoom, and webcast guru Bill Pattison consulted on options for streaming 
and recording the service. 

Trustees Chair David Orr, who also wears hats with Schenectady County emergency 
management and produced Zoom music recordings with the choir during our COVID 
remote period, contributed forecast information and options for music. 

“I felt very good about how that turned out,” said Pastor Natalie. “I was impressed by 
how quickly we were able to change gears after hearing from David on Saturday 
morning that the forecast for Sunday was going to be pretty treacherous. By Sunday at 
lunchtime, we had a very nice virtual service put together.” 
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The technology was not without its challenges, and posting of the whole service on the 
EPUMC website did not work out as planned — though Natalie’s sermon for that 
Sunday, “Show Yourself,” is now on the website video page and remains available for 
viewing. 

“The Jan. 9 online service was put together as a YouTube playlist.  When I plugged the 
URL for the playlist into our website, it wouldn't work,” webmaster Randy Roeser 
explained. “My guess is that only individual videos, not playlists, can be used in the 
embedded video format that we have adopted.” 

Eastern Parkway parishioners and clergy continue to learn and adjust as our technical 
and communication opportunities evolve. The church website has become an 
increasingly valuable information and communication hub. 

Eastern Parkway’s all-volunteer “AV squad” has managed to post several full services for 
online viewing on our website. You can find them by going directly to https://
www.easternparkwayumc.com/video or just go to the home page at https://
www.easternparkwayumc.com and click on the “Video” option above the welcome 
message. 

Recently, the church purchased streaming licenses that enable us to webcast live and 
recorded versions of more music performed during our services. Depending on the 
Sunday, this can include anthems and offertories sung by the choir, preludes and 
postludes selected and beautifully performed by Betsy Lehmann on the piano and 
organ, and special instrumental and vocal music from our Front Porch Rockers. 

Most Sundays, Bill and Norah Pattison position their tripod and camera equipment at 
the rear of the sanctuary to stream and record the webcast. Bill also prepares the text of 
prayers, hymns and announcements for projection on the front wall near the pulpit.  
Meanwhile, Bob Bour ensures that the sound system is up and running and tends to any 
issues with the church’s Internet connection. 

With a recent shift to more streaming and embedded video on the website, replacing 
the Zoom platform we used for much of the pandemic, Randy and Davidalso assist by 
manning a laptop near the piano. 

The number of views for streamed services since Nov. 21 has ranged from about 11 to 
15 per service, with our Christmas Eve service topping 25. The numbers continue to rise 
as more people find the video recordings online. 

 “We had a pretty well-oiled machine because of being all-virtual for several months at 
the beginning of the pandemic,” Pastor Natalie said of the volunteer team’s ability to 

https://www.easternparkwayumc.com/video
https://www.easternparkwayumc.com/video
https://www.easternparkwayumc.com
https://www.easternparkwayumc.com
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quickly bring together the remote “snow day” service. “We’re very resilient and we’re 
very resourceful.” 

“Yes, I do watch the webcasts from EPUMC, where I still feel at home after so many 
years,” said longtime member Sue Williams, who now lives in Florida. "I make a stab at 
naming those I see, when pretty 
much all I can see is the back of 
their heads. It’s comforting to be 
able to connect with what is so 
familiar, and the music, as always, 
is wonderful.” 

MUSICAL NOTES 

 Musicians Invited! 

If you enjoy singing, please consider joining our choir which practices 
at 7:00 pm on Wednesdays in the sanctuary.  
If you play another musical instrument and would be willing to play for 
worship service sometime, please contact me, Betsy Lehmann,  Music 
Director, lehmanne@mail.strose.edu .

mailto:lehmanne@mail.strose.edu
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CHURCH COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

Eastern Parkway UMC has a leadership team called the Church Council. The meetings are once a 
month (currently by Zoom) on the third Tuesday of the month at 7pm.  
The following are leaders of committees within the Church Council:  
Natalie Bowerman (Pastor), Rick Mausert (Council Chair), Diana Carter (Finance Chair), Brenda 
Morrow (Staff Pastor Parish Relations Chair), Linda Shannon (Member Care Chair), Trish Roeser 
(Outreach Chair), Cathy Woodruff (Communications Chair and Council Secretary), and David Orr 
(Trustees Chair).  Other Council members are Penny Brunt (Financial Secretary), Randy Roeser 
(Treasurer), Bob Bour (Lay Member to Annual Conference), and Dan Shannon (Trustees and 
Member Care). 
A few highlights from the January 18th meeting: 
• After a discussion of COVID protocols for the church building, it was decided to keep the current 

protocols in place. Masks and social distancing are required at all meetings within the building by 
all groups. The protocols could change, of course, depending on how the pandemic evolves. 

• KN95 masks will be obtained by David Orr to offer to folks who need a mask. 
• Some of the groups that were using rental space before the COVID pandemic are back using the 

facilities (Aerobics, AA), and others are looking into returning. 
• It was decided to host a live Ash Wednesday service at 7 pm on Wednesday, March 2nd and a live 

Maundy Thursday service at 7 pm on Thursday, April 14th. 

Did you know???

Eastern Parkway UMC’s former name was Union Street Methodist Episcopal church 
founded in 1903. Here is a ticket, unearthed from the 1923 archives, for a Twentieth 
Anniversary Banquet when Rev. Leon B. Randall 
was the pastor. The Anniversary Sermon that 
Sunday was preached by the new District 
Superintendent, Rev. A.J. Higgins, D.D. 

Methodists are certainly famous for their potlucks 
and banquets!
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STAFF PARISH PASTOR RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

*The SPPRC Team is meeting via email during the months of January and 
February.  If you have anything for the team please let one of the team 
members know.  Your SPPRC Team includes Paul Ryan Sr., Bob Bour, Judy 
Lott, Marilyn Esmann, Carolyn Canova, Alicia LeGere, and Brenda Morrow.   

*The SPPRC Team supports the EPUMC Staff and Congregation.   
Current EPUMC Staff include: 
Joe White - Custodian, Betsy Lehmann - Music Director, Cassandra Brown - 
Nursery Attendant,  Natalie Bowerman - Pastor.   

*The role of Administrative Assistant is not in the 2022 budget.  Administrative 
Assistant duties are being covered by volunteers.  The church email address 
and phone number are still the same.  Both are monitored by volunteers from 
the congregation. 
  
~Brenda A Morrow SPPRC Chairperson

Year end 2021 contribution statements were sent/emailed around January 16. 
If you expected to receive a statement and didn’t, please contact Penelope 
Brunt, Financial Secretary at finsec.epumc@gmail.com or 518-466-7204. 

mailto:finsec.epumc@gmail.com
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FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 2022 NEWSLETTER 

The books have been closed on the 2021 fiscal year at EPUMC.  The table below 
summarizes the operating budget performance for the entire year.


Despite a projected 2021 deficit of $11,040, the operating budget ended the year with 
income exceeding expenses by $9,709.


Income for 2021 was 99.2% of budget.  The church ended the year on a strong note 
with a Christmas offering of $2,321 and non-pledge Sunday collections of $3,536 in 
December.  Pledge giving in the month was on budget, and for the year pledges came 
in at 94% of commitments, an inspiring congregational effort considering the 
challenges and uncertainties created by the ongoing pandemic. 


Expenses, meanwhile, came in at 88.4% of budget with savings in all major categories.   
It should be noted that the December payment to the Upper New York Conference was 
not made on time due to an oversight by the treasurer; the December bill will be paid in 
January.  Had that bill been paid on time, the surplus for the year would have been 
about $5,000.        


If you have any questions about this report, please contact the church treasurer, Randy 
Roeser.

Budget Actual as of 
12/31/2021

Actual as % of 
Budget

Expenses $191,123 $169,003 88.4%

   Program $8,340 $5,139 61.6%

   Property $45,059 $41,286 91.6%

   Personnel $107,236 $95,700 89.2%

   Payments to Conference $30,488 $26,878 88.2%

Income $180,083 $178,712 99.2%

   Pledges $128,913 $121,605 94.3%

   Trustees contributions $36,000 $36,000 100.0%

   Other Income $15,170 $21,107 139.1%

Income Less Expenses -$11,040 $9,709

FINANCE REPORT
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Liturgists: 

February 2022    March 2022 

6 David Orr    6 Rick Mausert 

13 Sean Bowerman   13 Judy Lott 

20 Madison Schmitt   20 Bob Bour 

27 Randy Roeser   27 Brenda Morrow 

Ushers: 

February: Cathy Woodruff & Mike Goodwin 

March: John Chaires & Bob Bour

Tellers: 

February: Gary Hebert, Paul Ryan, Cathy Woodruff 

March: Bill Gerstler, Susan Lord, Sam Thompson

Weekly Mission Collection 

1st Sunday: TOMVO  
2nd Sunday: Sock Project 
3rd Sunday: SCM  
4th Sunday: Stone Soup 
5th Sunday: Circle B

SUNDAY TEAMS
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