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THE CIRCUIT WRITER  
NEWSLETTER OF THE EASTERN PARKWAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 

 APRIL 2022 

NATALIE’S NOTES 

Eastern Parkway United Methodist Church 
943 Palmer Avenue 

Schenectady, NY 12309 
(518) 374-4306 

epumc943@gmail.com 
easternparkwayumc.com  
Find us on Facebook!

Dear friends, 

Spring is here! The ground might be a bunch of mud right now, but that’s only the 
yuckiness of an early thaw. Soon the earth will turn from brown to green. The flowers 
will bloom, the trees will grow leaves, the baby animals will be born, and life will begin 
anew. 

It’s the tradition of the Church, from ancient days, to celebrate Easter just after the Spring 
equinox. At the same time that the earth springs forth new life, we remember Jesus’ 
passion in his final days, his death, and his resurrection. 

Take heart—as you see new life bloom from the dirt, Jesus is blooming new things in 
you, too. New ministries, new loves, new adventures, and new opportunities for joy. 
Consider every such moment an Easter Lily, and give thanks to the Risen Lord when it 
happens. 

With Love, 
Pastor Natalie Bowerman

mailto:epumc943@gmail.com
http://easternparkwayumc.com


2DATES TO REMEMBER

Sunday, April 3: Assemble College Care Packages after worship

                          Masks are now optional except for singing.

Wednesday, April 6: Last day to order Easter Flowers (see form on p.10)

Sunday, April 10: Palm Sunday; New Member service and Hospitality after worship

Thursday, April 14: Maundy Thursday service at 7 p.m.

Friday, April 15: Good Friday

Sunday, April 17: Easter Service at 10:00 a.m.

Sunday, April 24: Stone Soup Sunday 

(You’re invited to bring deli meat and cheese to church to make into sandwiches 
for Bethesda House. YES, we hope to make the sandwiches again!!)

Sunday, May 1: CROP Walk- join the EPUMC Team!

                          Begin Blessing Bags collection


                                       Birthdays 

    
Bob Bour    4/4   Gordon Hendrick 4/17 
Milo Orr    4/4   Dan Shannon   4/21 
Jaiden Trumpler  4/5   Linda Shannon  4/24   
Alicia LeGere  4/9    Ben Veglia  4/25  
David Smith  4/12   Sean Bowerman 4/28   
George Dohring 4/13   Beck Morrow  4/29 
Jefferson Gardner 4/14   Jeanna Campbell 5/3 
Morgan Tibbitts 4/16   Jane Hendrick  5/7 
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Remembering our Beloved Church Family Members


We remember with fondness Rebecca Behrendt who died February 16th. 
Rebecca was the organizer of Circle B’s knitting and crocheting efforts. 
With her fine leadership, countless lap robes, baby blankets, and prayer 
shawls were given out to patients and family members at Sunnyview 
Rehabilitation Hospital. Her love and warmth shined through in each 
encounter. We will miss all her gorgeous hats that always coordinated with 
her outfits.


We also have loving memories of Tom Stacy, son of Lil Stacy, who died on 
March 8, 2022. He was a beloved Senior High Youth Group leader for a 
number of years. His gregarious smile and laugh were unmistakable. He 
gave great bear hugs. He was always willing to help when needed. He was 
a supportive father to Becka, James (JT) and Samantha. 


Circle B  
With the passing of Rebecca Behrendt, Penelope Brunt has taken over as 
coordinator for Circle B. If you are interested in crocheting or knitting lap 

blankets for Sunnyview Rehabilitation or would like more information, 
please contact Penny at 518-466-7204 or finsec.epumc@gmail.com. 

Donations of yarn can always be put in a labeled cube  
in the Donation Station. 

Thank you for the church community’s ongoing and steadfast support.

mailto:finsec.epumc@gmail.com
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                             STAFF PARISH PASTOR RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

*If you have anything for the SPPRC Team please let one of the Team members know. 
 Your SPPRC Team includes:  Paul Ryan Sr., Bob Bour, Judy Lott, Marilyn Esmann, 
Carolyn Canova, Alicia LeGere and Brenda Morrow.  You may also email Brenda 
Morrow at ballynmorrow@gmail.com or place a note in the SPPRC mailbox located in 
the coat hanging area just outside the church office. 

*The SPPRC Team supports the EPUMC Staff and Congregation. 
Current EPUMC Staff include: 
Joe White- Custodian, Betsy Lehmann-Music Director, Cassandra Brown-Nursery 
Attendant, Natalie Bowerman-Pastor. 

*Administrative Assistant duties are being covered by volunteers.  The church email 
address and phone number are still the same if you need to contact the church office. 
Both are monitored by volunteers from the congregation. 

*The SPPRC Team is excited to share and celebrate in Pastor Natalie Bowerman’s 
news that she will be Ordained on Saturday, June 4th, 2022. 
We will celebrate this accomplishment with Pastor Bowerman, her family and our 
congregation in June. 

Brenda Morrow, SPPRC Chairperson 

Highlights of March 15, 2022 Church Council Meeting (Zoom) 
• Pastor Natalie is eagerly preparing for New Member Sunday on April 10th.

• Rick Mausert completed an audit of all the church finances. He commended everyone involved 

for their great stewardship in keeping detailed, accurate accounts of the church’s money. 

• The Trustees have confirmed that Jamie Veeder will continue this year taking care of the church 

grounds.

• There will be an EPUMC CROP Walk team walking on May 1st. The event will be virtual again 

but team members are encouraged to walk together. 

• The EPUMC Regional Food Bank volunteer date of March 12th was postponed to June 11th 

from 1-3pm due to the snowstorm.

• A  discussion was held about the current masking requirements at church. Masks will be 

OPTIONAL from Sunday, April 3, but required for all singing. This will be contingent upon 
local health data.


• On Sunday, April 24th, we will make Stone Soup Sandwiches in the Narthex, but all volunteers 
will need to be masked and gloved to participate. Again, this could change if there is a 
resurgence in the local pandemic metrics.

mailto:ballynmorrow@gmail.com
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Welcome to Our New Members!

EPUMC is delighted to welcome some new members on Palm Sunday, 
April 10th. Many have already been very active in our church activities and 
we welcome them to participate even more! You’re invited to join us on the 
tenth as we celebrate their formal commitment. It’s not too late if you 
would like to join! Please contact Pastor Natalie.


Penelope (Penny) Brunt


Kim Ciraulo


Richard (Rich) Frontero


Eric and Michelle Harrell


Alicia and Andy LeGere


Mary and Oakley Neitzel


Elaine and Jennifer Tucker


Cathy Woodruff and Mike Goodwin

(formally joined the church in January 2021 but, due to the pandemic, we 
were unable to celebrate their membership)
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Soup’s On! 
 23 Years of Helping at the Salvation Army Soup Kitchen 

By Trish Roeser based on interviews with Gretchen Griffin and Judy Lott


Over the years, Eastern Parkway United Methodist Church has had a reputation for mission 
work. In 1981, after President Reagan was sworn in, Eastern Parkway’s United Methodist 
Women voted and approved a plan to become involved in the Salvation Army Soup Kitchen in 
downtown Schenectady. 

The idea was first suggested by church member, Aline Ward, who had been involved with it 
while attending Burnt Hills UMC. Regina Taylor was the trusty coordinator and organizer who 
planned all the soups. A large number of churches and faith groups in the city all volunteered 
at the Soup Kitchen, so Eastern Parkway’s turn was about once every two months. Bill and 
Rita Vivian never missed a turn. Bill prepared the drinks and Rita worked on the soup. Aline, 
Regina, and Gretchen Griffin were other regulars. In the later years, Bill and Lois Wilson also 
jumped in to help. Former Pastor Bob Kanuck was known as an excellent soup maker and 
helped on at least one occasion. 

Judy Lott offered to help one time and remembers being surprised that Regina asked her to 
come at 11:30, after the soup would have been made. But Judy followed her instructions and 
showed up in time to help serve the soup. Apparently, the soup pots were so tall, it was hard 
for some of the shorter ladies to serve, so “tall” Judy got to help with that! 

Bill Carlson stayed away from the soup making, but he could always be counted on for clean 
up. At that time, there was no hot water, so Bill had to heat the water on the stove to wash the 
dishes by hand. It really was the “pioneer days” back then.

The soup cost less than $20 each time, which was covered by the UMW. Charlotte Purnell 
often graciously offered vegetables from her large garden. Price Chopper Supermarkets 
provided the rolls and bread. Sometimes, homemade cookies would be served. About 80 
people ate at the soup kitchen Monday through Fridays and there was often a line of people 
waiting when they opened. All types of folks came for the lunch including children, the 
homeless and even road construction workers. All were welcome. 

Gretchen recalls one regular who always asked, “Did you put any MEAT in that soup?” 
Usually, our church chefs served Vegetable Beef soup or Split Pea with Ham. Although our 
church group’s involvement ended after 23 faithful years of service, the Salvation Army 
downtown continues to serve free breakfast and lunch Monday through Fridays. We salute all 
the Eastern Parkway UMW volunteers for participating in such a worthy mission for so long. 
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In the Archives, we unearthed a photo 
of one of the EPUMC Soup Kitchen 
Teams from 1996!

Back Row: Regina Taylor, Gretchen 
Griffin, Bill Carlson

Front Row: Dorothy HorstKotte, Judy 
Rasmussen, Ed HorstKotte


The 2022 CROP Hunger Walk is here!  

This year, the Schenectady event is named the Phil Grigsby Memorial CROP Hunger 
Walk, which will be held “virtually” on May 1. Rev. Grigsby was a long-time activist 
and leader in the Schenectady area having joined Schenectady Inner City Ministries in 
1986. Among his many accomplishments were establishing the now 27-year-old 
Summer Meals Program, building SiCM’s food pantry into the largest in Schenectady 
County and making SiCM an organizing agency for the CROP Hunger Walk in 
Schenectady.


In 2021 the Schenectady walk raised approximately $42,000 with $10,595.92 going to 
SiCM. The Schenectady event was ranked 25th out of 550 walks in terms of 
fundraising. (Eastern Parkway raised $2,435.00!) The funds were used to increase food 
access, providing 486,557 meals, and 10,565 visits to the food pantry. Funding helped 
the Schenectady Urban Farms program reach 75 participating families and over 100 
children. The Summer Meals program, which includes volunteers from EPUMC, is a 
nine-week program that provides meals to about 650 children per day.


Eastern Parkway’s 2022 CROP Walk Team goal is $2,500! And you can help us get 
there! 

“How?” you may ask. 


You can either sign up to walk and help raise funds by seeking sponsorship or sponsor 
the team or a team member with a donation. Or both!
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To sign up online just search on your browser for: Crop Walk 2022. It’s important you 
put in 2022 because last year’s event is still out there.


Once you find the main CROP Walk page, you can search for the Phil Grigsby 
Memorial Walk. On that page you can search for our team (Eastern Parkway United 
Methodist Church). There you can join the team and/or make a donation. You will be 
able to use social media to expand your efforts!  If you prefer more traditional face-to-
face fundraising, fundraising envelopes are available. If you would like to support the 
EPUMC Team with a check, it should be made payable to CWS/CROP and be 
given directly to David Orr. 

CROP Hunger Walks are community-based fundraising events held in cities and towns 
across the United States, created to support the global mission of Church World 
Service, a faith-based organization transforming communities around the globe 
through just and sustainable responses to hunger, poverty, displacement and disaster. 
After a CROP Hunger Walk ends, 25% of the funds raised is returned to the host 
community to support local hunger fighting efforts.


When CROP began in 1947 CROP was an acronym for the Christian Rural Overseas 
Program. Its primary mission was to help Midwest farm families to share their grain 
with hungry neighbors in post-World War II Europe and Asia.


For more information contact David Orr 
either at church or by email 
opher2001@yahoo.com. 


Thank you in advance for your continued 
support of this ministry. It is another 
opportunity to truly be God’s hands and 
feet!


February contribution statements were mailed/emailed on March 7th-9th.  
If you expected to receive a statement and didn’t, please contact Penelope 
Brunt, Financial Secretary at finsec.epumc@gmail.com or 518-466-7204.

mailto:finsec.epumc@gmail.com
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FINANCE REPORT 
The table below summarizes the 2022 operating budget performance through 
February, which represents 16.2% of the year.


* Includes payment of December 2021 bill from the conference that was inadvertently not 
made on time and was paid in January.


Expenses are running ahead of budget so far this year.  Several annual, semiannual, 
and quarterly bills were due in January, and the gas utility bills have been unusually 
high this winter due to rate increases and colder-than-normal temperatures.  Expenses 
should come into closer alignment with the budget as the year goes on.   


The Trustees paid one half of their annual pledge ($18,000) in February, thus providing 
a reserve in the bank account that will be drawn down gradually over the coming 
months if, as expected, monthly expenses exceed monthly income.  At the end of 
February, the balance in our operating budget bank account was equal to about two-
and-a-half months of expenses. 


If you have any questions about this report, please contact the church treasurer, Randy 
Roeser.


Budget Actual as of 
2/28/2022

Actual as % of 
Budget

Expenses $176,737 $35,711 20.2%

   Program $8,102 $718 8.9%

   Property $39,823 $10,233 25.7%

   Personnel $98,498 $16,822 17.1%

   Payments to Conference* $30,314 $7,938 26.2%

Income $180,611 $43,893 24.3%

   Pledges $129,441 $22,272 17.2%

   Trustees contributions $36,000 $18,000 50.0%

   Other Income $15,170 $3,621 23.9%

Income Less Expenses $3,874 $8,182
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2022 EASTER FLOWERS ORDER FORM 
Eastern Parkway United Methodist Church 

943 Palmer Avenue 
Schenectady, NY 12309-6216  

 
 

Your Name: ____________________________ Phone Number: ___________________________ 

Please clearly print all names. Use one form for your entire order (use extra space on back of form if 
needed). Indicate the number of each kind of flower you are ordering and for whom. Thank you. 
 

 

Tulips  $12 # ordered: _________ Amount: ____________ 

Easter Lily  $14 # ordered: _________ Amount: ____________ 

Mums $15 # ordered: _________ Amount: ____________ 

Azalea  $28 # ordered: _________ Amount: ____________ 

Hydrangea (3-4 blooms) $27 # ordered: _________ Amount: ____________ 

Hydrangea (5+ blooms) $30 # ordered: _________ Amount: ____________ 

   Total Amount Paid: ____________ 

Given by: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

In Loving Memory of: 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of: 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

/Ŷ��ĞůĞďƌĂƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ��ŚƌŝƐƚ͛Ɛ�ZĞƐƵƌƌĞĐƚŝŽŶ͗�ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ 
 

______I will claim my plant  ______EPUMC may use my plant 
 

Checks payable to: EPUMC 
Deadline for orders and payment: Wednesday, April 6th. 

 
You may mail form and payment to the church office, place it in the collection plate, 

email epumc943@gmail.com or call 
Penny at 518-466-7204 or Brenda at 518-852-9288 

 
*If mailing, calling or emailing, payment must be received by April 6th. 

 



11

Liturgists: 

 April 2022    May 2022 

   3 Desiree Chaires    1 David Orr 

 10 Diana Carter     8 Sean Bowerman 

 17 Tymesia Nabors  15 Madison Schmitt 

 24 Marilyn Esmann  22 Randy Roeser 

      29 Brenda Morrow 

Ushers: 

April: Brenda Morrow & Rick Mausert 

May: Cathy Woodruff & Mike Goodwin 

Tellers: 

April: Diana Carter, Norah Pattison, Sue Penny 

May: Judy Lott, Michele Marchese

Weekly Mission Collection 

1st Sunday: TOMVO  
2nd Sunday: Sock Project 
3rd Sunday: SCM  
4th Sunday: Stone Soup 
5th Sunday: Circle B

SUNDAY TEAMS
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