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BACK TO SCHOOL SUPPLIES 

We are again collecting school supplies for 

the “Back to School Festival” on July 29th.  

All donations should be at church by 

Sunday, July 21st.  

Backpacks 

Packages of #2 pencils 

Glue sticks 

Crayola crayons (24 count) 

Fiskar scissors 

Rulers 

Colored pencils 

Plastic school boxes 

Folders with pockets and prongs 

Widerule spiral notebooks- one subject 

Washable markers (10 cont) 

Erasers (rectangular) 

Black and blue pens 

Pencil top erasers 

Wide ruled filler paper 

Index cards, highlighters 

Dry erase markers 

Ear buds 

 

 

DIOCESAN NEIGHBORHOOD NAMED 

At the first meeting of our new Diocesan 

neighborhood (replacing Deaneries) we 

voted to name ourselves the Edge 

neighborhood.  The next meeting is on 

October 29th at 6 PM.  Delegates should 

plan to attend in preparation for 

convention.  

 

BISHOP’S COMMITTEE MEETING 

TUESDAY,  July 9th  at 6:30 PM.   

 

DOK MEETING 

There will not be a meeting in July. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST JAMES DAY CELEBRATION 

This year’s St. James Day festival will 

feature a hymn sing, Holy Eucharist and a 

meal after the service.  The celebration will 

take place on the afternoon and evening of 

Thursday, July 25th at the church. 

      Our 3rd annual St. James Day will start 

with a bible study at 4:30 p.m. in the 

narthex.  St. James parishioner Pam 

Sloneker agreed to lead the study, as she 

has the past two years. 

      The hymn sing, starting at a little after 

5:00 p.m., will be new this year.  It will 

feature a few hymns parishioners voted for 

as favorites during the national mid-term 

elections in the spring of 2018, as well as 

a few more recent submissions.  (Anyone 

who’d like to suggest a hymn should let 

Fr. Whitney Smith know).  Nick Fennig will 

accompany the hymn sing.  A freelance 

musician based in Indianapolis, Nick has 

played for St. James several times, most 

recently on Good Friday. 

      Holy Eucharist will be informal, with Fr. 

Whitney preaching and presiding, assisted 

by Deacon Barry Cramer.  After the service, 

Charlie Sloneker has offered once again to 

do a fish fry.  Please bring a covered dish. 

      Founded in 2017 as a way to celebrate, 

explore and teach about the parish’s 

namesake saint, James the Greater, the 

festival is a great opportunity to bring a 

friend, invite a neighbor or simply show up 

-- even if you haven’t been to church for a 

while.  Hope to see you there! 
  

 



MORNING PRAYER REVISION COMING 

June 30 marked the 3rd anniversary of the 

start of regular Morning Prayer on the 2nd 

and 4th Sundays of each month at St. 

James, New Castle. 

      Fr. Whitney Smith has begun a review 

process that will continue at least through 

late summer, in the interest of enriching 

and improving this vital part of St. James 

worship. 

      In June, Fr. Whitney met with two of 

our Morning Prayer leaders, Sonny Carter 

and Carolyn Shupert, to get feedback 

about their experiences and observations.  

Fr. Whitney will continue the process in 

coming weeks, and will be in touch with all 

other Morning Prayer leaders to set 

meetings. 

       St. James, New Castle’s Morning 

Prayer booklet, developed in 2016, is 

showing signs of wear and contains some 

typos.  In preparation for a revision of the 

booklet, feel free to be in touch with Fr. 

Whitney about suggestions you may have. 

Meanwhile, please plan to attend 

upcoming Morning Prayer services at St. 

James on July 14 and 28.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rick and Terri Clark, Pat and Sonny Carter, 

Dee Madden, Deacon Barry Cramer and 

Aimee Chapman served 140 campers and 

staff.  Thanks for the donations of cakes 

and taco meat and cash to help with this 

ministry.  All leftover food was taken to 

the Guest House. 

 

REFLECTIONS 

During the Bishop’s recent visit, she asked 

us to think about why we come to church. 

My daughter, Kristen asked me that same 

question a few years ago.  I felt she was 

really asking for a reason why SHE should 

go to church.  I’ve been thinking about a 

good answer since then so I decided now 

is the time to figure it out loud. 

 

 I come here to get filled up, to be 

reminded weekly that God is the 

center of my being.  

 

I find that here whether it is Eucharist or 

Morning Prayer. I find it in the people I call 

church family. I find it in the prayers, the 

music, the Christ figure hanging over the 

altar. I find it in the beautiful property 

surrounding our church.  God is 

everywhere but church gives me the time 

set aside to remember.  Pat Carter 

 

 

 



CANON BRENDON’S VISIT REPORT 

A representative of the Episcopal Diocese 

of Indianapolis visited St. James, New 

Castle, on June 2nd to preach and discuss 

upcoming changes in direct diocesan 

support to parishes including St. James.  

Brendan O’Sullivan-Hale, Canon for 

Administration and Evangelism, preached 

at our Sunday service, and, during Coffee 

Hour, gave a talk and answered questions 

about budget and administrative matters. 

      During her May 5th Pastoral Visit to St. 

James, Bishop Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows 

told Bishop’s Committee members that 

funding cuts would be taking place as a 

result of a re-assessment of diocesan 

funding priorities.  She said diocesan 

funding would continue to be available, 

but in different forms, such as grants for 

innovative projects. 

      Canon Brendan provided a few more 

specifics concerning changes in coming 

years.  He said some of the churches that 

have been receiving cash assistance have 

already begun to receive funding cuts.  He 

said St. James, New Castle, was one of 

three parishes receiving assistance in the 

form of clergy salary.  St. James is funded 

for a half-time Priest.  The others are St. 

Luke’s, Shelbyville, where the Rev. Jackie 

Means serves one-third time, and Good 

Samaritan, Brownsburg, where the Rev. Dr. 

Grey Lesesne serves full-time.  Canon 

Brendan said in St. James’s case, funding 

cuts supporting clergy salary would not 

take place this year or in 2020, but will 

begin in 2021.  How much would be cut 

and when has not yet been finalized, he 

said. 

      St. James parishioners and Canon 

Brendan began to discuss ways that the 

parish could increase revenue and 

investment income.  He was pleased St. 

James had taken a step toward 

independence, by hiring Fr. Whitney Smith 

as a Supply Priest for four weeks in 

addition to the half-time salary.  Fr. 

Whitney asked Canon Brendan to review 

and provide advice concerning the best 

way to increase revenue from the St. James 

building funds invested through the 

diocese, as well as the annual grant 

provided through the Henry County 

Community Foundation.  He agreed to do 

so. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SAVE THE DATE!! 

5TH ANNUAL PEACE WALK/EVENT 

There are changes in this year’s peace 

walk that you need to be aware of.  It 

will be on Saturday, Sept. 21st at First 

Friends Meeting in New Castle.  There 

will be registration forms available 

sometime this month.  It is in 

collaboration with the annual Friends 

gathering and we are invited to attend 

the whole day instead of just the 

afternoon activities.  There will be a 

guest speaker from 10-1130 followed by 

lunch.  Following lunch, the Raintree 

Children’s Choir of New Castle will 

perform for us, followed by workshops 

from a team from Mancester College.  

There will be one for adults and one for 

youth.  By 2:15 we will walk from the 

church to Broad St. We received a grant 

from the HCCF to help fund this event 

and want it to be well attended. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

WOMEN’S FALL RETREAT 

The annual fall retreat at Waycross is 

September 27-29.  It is open for all 

women to attend. The theme this fall is 

“Building the Beloved Community: Bringing 

Peace and Justice to the World through our 

Baptismal Covenant.” 

 

COMING SOON!! 

Soon you will be able to donate or pay 

your pledge to the church online using 

Paypal through our website, 

stjamesnewcastle.org or our Facebook 

page.  

 


