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CHAPEL CHIMES 

T he signature outreach ministry of 

McCary’s Chapel  United Method-

ist Church in Liberty City has long been the 

Food Pantry.  Founded around 1994, our 

church took the lead in helping to feed our neigh-

bors even before the East Texas Food Bank was 

created.   

 While we lead others in our outreach to 

feed the less fortunate, we lag behind in our offer-

ings to children.  

 We do  provide supplemental summer food 

for children of pantry client and we have always 

offered a very meaningful Vacation Bible School 

experience for children; but our church has no year 

around program for young people.  

 We have no Sunday School class for chil-

dren or teens; no nursery for infants; no play-

ground or play area. Without facilities and offerings 

for children we have small hope of growing our 

membership with young families.  

 As Pastor Sonya Meador enters her second 

year at McCary’s Chapel, she has called for a re-

newed focus on ministering to children and grow-

ing membership, which she announced to the Ad-

ministrative Council in late May.  

 “We have  accepted the challenge of taking 

a fresh look at our Children's Ministry and growing 

membership,”  she said. “We have three fantastic 

teachers and very few children.  We would love to 

know your ideas on what can be done to help chil-

dren (and their parents) feel confident in coming to 

McCary’s Chapel and how best to serve them." 

 We aren’t sure but how we will grow a chil-

dren’s ministry, but it begins with finding a place  

for children’s Sunday School, the pastor said.  

  Eva Schuler, Marilyn Bowie and Julia De-

Freece will take lead roles in this effort, Sonya said.   

 If  you would like to join them in developing 

and growing our Children’s Ministry please, let 

them know!  

Renewed Focus on Children 
"Let the children come unto me, and 

do not hinder them, for to  
such belongs the  

Kingdom of God."    
— Luke 18:16: 
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Birthdays 

THURSDAY 

June 28 

6 PM 

Saturday    

June 30   8 AM 

Fellowship  

Hall  

4 Jake Benson 

5 Julie Cain 

8 Georgia Joiner 

24 Julia DeFreece 

  

David & 

Laura Spann 

June 3 



 

By Sonya Meador, Pastor 

O ur District Superinten-

dent has a fantastic 

question he asks repeatedly.   

It is, "How is your soul?"   

    He doesn't ask 'How are 

things?' or even "How is your 

church doing?' but rather, "How 

is your soul?"   

 And, every single time I 

hear his question, I cannot help 

but remember the words of the 

beloved song, It Is Well with My 

Soul.  If you are familiar with the 

story of the life of Horatio 

Spafford, then you know the his-

tory of this song and the tragedy 

he faced, (and was facing) when 

he penned this enduring melody.  

Among the lyrics, we find the 

following: 

"When peace like a river, 

attendeth my way, 

When sorrows like sea 

billows roll 

Whatever my lot, thou 

hast taught me to say 

It is well, it is well, with 

my soul." 

 Wise instruction for 

those of us who place our faith 

and our lives in Christ. 

 My second year at 

McCary's Chapel begins on July 

1st.  It has been a fantastic year.  

I have seen remarkable work in 

our people and I have also seen 

firsthand the work of God in our 

church.   

 The people of McCary's 

Chapel do what we do not be-

cause we think we have to, but 

because we know that we get to 

do this work.  There is a huge 

difference.  One is an obligation; 

the other is a calling.  Jobs are a 

dime a dozen; callings are spe-

cific and motivated by the Holy 

Spirit's direction.  He always re-

wards His faithful.  We can rest 

our souls in this awesome truth. 

 In this second year, we 

have accepted the challenge of 

taking a fresh look at our Chil-

dren's Ministry and growing 

membership.   We do not have a 

designated place for children. 

Step one is finding a place for 

our children.   With the guidance 

of the Holy Spirit, and the re-

sources available to this church, 

we look forward to watching Our 

Father do what He has already 

promised in Luke 18:16:  "Let the 

children come unto me, and do 

not hinder them, for to such be-

longs the Kingdom of God." 

 What a privilege it will be 

to watch this happen!  Will you 

join us?  — Pastor Sonya 

It is Well 

Horatio Gates Spafford  

Spafford was a prominent American lawyer and Presbyterian church elder best  

known for penning the Christian hymn “It Is Well With My Soul,”  following a fami-

ly tragedy in which his four daughters died aboard the S.S. Ville du Havre during a 

trans-Atlantic voyage. Born October 20, 1828 in Troy, New York, Spafford died of 

malaria four days shy of his 60th birthday. He was buried in Mt. Zion Cemetery in 

Jerusalem)  — from Wikipedia 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lawyer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hymn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/It_Is_Well_With_My_Soul
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Ville_du_Havre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Troy,_New_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem


 

W e studied the Book of Matthew in 

Sunday School the past several 

months and I have to say this passage about the 

faith of the centurion was most meaningful for me 

– for reasons both personal and concerning our 

church.  

 Faith is a cornerstone of a Christian life and 

the passage brings to mind a story told to me re-

cently by a friend.  

 “When we were young,” she began, “When 

our children were very young, they had lay-offs 

where my husband worked. Being one of the 

younger men more recently hired – he was one 

who got the dreaded ‘pink slip.’  

 Those were tough times, she recalled.  

 “He was applying for work everywhere but 

it just wasn’t happening. He was just one of  so  

many people who had lost their jobs. Little by little 

what savings we had was – quite literally – eaten 

up.  We had the choice: do we pay the electric bill, 

or do we feed our kids?” 

 At last, she said, they were down to their 

last $25.  

“That’s all we had, in the bank or in our 

pockets,” she went on. “That Sunday, as they 

passed the plate in church I thought of the widow 

with her two mites. And I thought of the centurion. 

And I said to myself, ‘$25 isn’t going to pay the 

electric bill and it’s not going to buy a week’s 

worth of food.’ So I put it in the plate. And you 

know what happened?  On Monday my husband 

got a call to go to work! 

 “Now,” she continued, “Some people will 

explain that away as just coincidence. But those 

are the same people who watched Jesus perform 

miracles and then wanted a sign. I believe that tru-

ly was one of Christ’s miracles.” 

 Moved by her story I thought of how Christ 

has worked in our church. Every time our little pan-

try has gotten low on food or funds out of the clear 

blue, we get a grant or a gift of food from the US 

(Continued on page 6) 

 When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help. 6 “Lord,” 

he said, “my servant lies at home paralyzed, suffering terribly.” 

7 Jesus said to him, “Shall I come and heal him?” 

8 The centurion replied, “Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just 

say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I myself am a man under authority, with sol-

diers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my 

servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 

10 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to those following him, “Truly I tell you, 

I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. 11    

         — Matthew 8:5-13  (NIV) 



 

CONCERT AUGUST 11 
 

McCary’s Trio & East Mount Bluegrass 
 

Look for more information in the July Chapel Chimes!  

Who?  Calling all kids 5 to 12 & Church Volunteers 

What?   Vacation Bible School “Rolling River Rampage”    

When? June 18 to 22     5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.  

Where?  McCary’s Chapel United Methodist Church 

Why?   Rolling River Rampage invites children to experience the 

ride of  a lifetime with God!  

V B S  2 0 1 8  J u n e  1 8 - 2 2  

Experience the Ride of  a Lifetime With God 



 

Produce  

Drop 

Friday 

June  8th  

9 AM 

Post Office or Pioneer Grocery or Mrs. Baird’s 

Bread or the Boy Scouts or, as happened recently, 

from an outreach we never heard of in Terrell! Eve-

ry time one door closes another is opened so that 

we may serve Him by serving others.  

 We have been blessed with anonymous 

grants; with gifts in the name of various church 

members; with a $8,500 grant from the East Texas 

Food Bank that was matched with an anonymous 

$10,000 gift.  

 During this time, we have fed increasingly 

more people. Between the Produce Drop and the 

pantry McCary’s Chapel now provides food for hun-

dreds of families each month.  We have been able 

to afford to provide supplemental food for the chil-

dren of our pantry clients who normally get free or 

reduced lunches at school.  

And on top all that—we provide free cloth-

ing, personal items and toiletries through the An-

gel’s Attic to hundreds of families.  I dare say – 

there is no church anywhere around that gives 

more to its community per capita than McCary’s 

Chapel United Methodist Church. We are lucky to 

have 40 people in church on Sunday, yet we can do 

more for others than churches five times our size.  

We commit, and the Lord makes it happen. 

As Kenny Schuler said recently, “Fishes and loaves.”   

--- Peggy Jones  

(Continued from page 4) 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 

10 am Sunday 

School 

11 am Worship 

Communion 

4 5 

5:30 pm 

Praise & 

Worship 

6 pm Pantry   

6 7 8 

9 am 

Produce 

Drop 

9 

10 

10 am Sunday 

School 

11 am Worship 

Second Sunday 

Lunch 

11 12 

5:30 pm 

Praise & 

Worship 

6 pm Pantry   

13 14 15 16 

 

17 

Father’s Day 
10 am Sunday 

School 

11 am Worship 

18 

Vacation 

Bible 

School 

19 

Vacation 

Bible 

School 

20 

Vacation 

Bible 

School 

21 

Vacation 

Bible 

School 

22 

Vacation 

Bible 

School 

23 

 

24 

10 am Sunday 

School 

11 am Worship 

 

25 26 

5:30 pm 

Praise & 

Worship 

6 pm Pantry   

27 28 

6 pm 

Sisters in 

Christ 

29 30 

8 am 

Christian 

Men’s Brkfst  

June 2018 



 

  

 

 

Reverend  Sonya Meador  
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