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CHAPEL CHIMES
Christmas Eve Service 7 PM

Join Us for Advent
by Wayne Brunt, Pastor

A

dvent Season is upon us and is a season of four weeks including four Sundays. Advent derives from the Latin
adventus, which means “coming. “
The season proclaims the comings of the
Christ—whose birth we prepare to celebrate once
again, who comes continually in Word and Spirit,
and whose return in final victory we anticipate.
Each year Advent calls the community of
faith to prepare for these comings; historically, the
season was marked by fasts for preparation. Each
Sunday of Advent has its distinctive theme:
Christ’s coming in final victory (First Sunday),
John the Baptist (Second and Third Sundays), and
the events immediately preceding the birth of Jesus Christ (Fourth Sunday).
We would like to invite all our brothers
and sisters to our Christmas Eve Service this year

Wayne and Ginger Brunt bring new leadership and
direction to McCary’s Chapel UMC.

at 7pm on the 24th. Communion will be served.
I would also like to submit this prayer for
our church and congregation:
Most merciful Father send your heavenly
blessings upon this your Church, that all its members may dwell together in unity and love. Keep
far from us all self-will and discord. Endue your
pastors with righteousness, and enable them faithfully to fulfill their ministry, to bring again the
outcasts, and to seek the lost. And grant to us so to
receive their ministrations, and to use your means
of grace, that in all our words and deeds we may
seek your glory and the advancement of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
God Bless. - WB
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SISTERS IN
CHRIST
Christmas Party
Dec. 5 6 P.M.
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BREAKFAST
Dec. 28
8 A.M.

K a s s y ’s C or n e r
sure why all of this is happening or what I’m supposed to learn from these trials, but I have met some
of the most amazing people from our community
and in the hospitals and Everest.
By Kassy Paris

The men and women of our Sabine Volun-

teer Fire and Rescue have come to my house time
Have you ever had one of those days? Well, after time to get me off the floor and help load me
I’ve been having one of those years, as most of you into the ambulances, all without complaint whether
know.

it was 4 a.m. or 4 p.m. and told me to call them
I can’t believe that it is December already,

but I am ready for this year to be over. Since the

whenever we needed them. Some of their tasks
were above and beyond the call of duty. I’ll never

end of July, I’ve fallen four times,

be able to repay them for their kindnesses.

been in three different emergency

I can only pray for their safety whenever

rooms, an inpatient three times in two

they are called on for help.

different hospitals, done six weeks of

At the moment, I’m unable to drive myself

physical therapy at home, put on 50+

anywhere, but I’m praying for physical

pounds of water weight due to IV flu-

healing and strength to return to normal

ids during one of my hospital stays,

soon. My sister, Katrina, and her husband

and spent two weeks in physical reha-

Keith do all the driving and work around

bilitation at Everest Rehabilitation Hospital in

the house for me. They are blessings, especially

Longview two different times after two of my falls. since Keith is still experiencing problems with his
The last fall happened a week after I got out back. Please continue to hold them in your prayers
of Everest the first time and had been to my follow- as well.

up visit with my personal physician. I dislocated my

I have met our new minister, Wayne and his

right shoulder that time and returned to Everest for

wife Ginger. I’m praying for them and our church

shoulder rehab.

to thrive and grow.

After two weeks, I have some mobility back

As soon as I am physically able, I

but will be starting physical rehab and occupational will see you in church.
rehab at home again. Typing is not the easiest of
tasks but is manageable.
I’m so grateful for all your prayers. I’m not

God bless you all. Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year.
—Kassy

Our beloved Jerry Zahn helped decorate the Fellowship Hall after Thanksgiving—lending a hand to his daughter Julia DeFreece, Betty Adkins and
sisters Sara Raibourn and Donna
Klingman.

Produce Drop
Dec. 13
9 AM

Sock It To ‘Em!
Pastor Wayne is asking everyone to bring a pair of
socks to Food Pantry to share with out clients who
could use them! Any size—men’s, women’s, kids.
Let’s sock it to ‘em this Christmas! Bring your socks
to pantry or Sunday worship.

Julia’s Christmas Tree
Sugar Cookies
By Julia DeFreece
You can use any sugar cookie recipe — homemade or even Pillsbury Sugar Cookie from the grocery store. For Christmas Trees, mix in green food
coloring to the desired color. The real secret is in
the icing! I got this recipe from my Mom—Mary
Nell Zahn — and trust me, it is irresistible!
INGREDIENTS
4 TBSP Meringue Powder
4 Cups (about 1 pound) Powdered Sugar
6 TBSP Warm Water
1 TSP Almond Extract
Gel Food Coloring— I always use green for Christmas Trees but you can use any color for stars or
snowmen—feel free!
DIRECTIONS
In a large mixer bowl, whisk together the
meringue powder and powdered sugar; then slowly
mix in the water and Almond Extract using medium-low speed. Increase speed to medium and beat
until stiff peaks form, about 7-9 minutes. (If you
use a hand mixer, this will take a little longer. Just
get it to form stiff peaks.)
Divide the icing into individual bowls to
add gel food coloring, if you want different colors.
Otherwise, just add your favorite food coloring until you get the intensity you want.

If you want to put white icing on green
cookies—thin the icing to “flood” consistency,
blending in a teaspoon of water one at a time until
you achieve the desired consistency. Use Sprinkles
as ornaments and Enjoy!

We go to God in prayer

P

rayer is our own personal direct communication with our Lord. It is at the center of
our relationship with the Almighty God.
How do we go to Him in prayer?
It occurred to me not long ago, that my prayers were much more about asking the Lord to do
this or do that for me — and not about me glorifying Him.
It was an epiphany: Prayer is much more
than taking our personal wish list to God. We ask,
“God, please help me.” “Holy Father, please heal
my loved one.” “Lord, please do this or that or
whatever.”
God is not our personal genie in a magic
lamp whose duty it is to grant our every wish. We
can’t possibly know what He has planned for us and
our loved ones. And yet, so many people become
disillusioned—their faith falters—when prayers are
not answered as THEY would have them answered.
He hears all our prayers. Sometimes the answer is “Not now;” sometimes it is “Never.” We
must have faith that He is working for our good in
ways we cannot comprehend.
We must not forget that Jesus, knowing full
well he horrific pain he would soon endure, went to
the Garden of Gethsemane in prayer. He asked,
“My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from
me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.”
Jesus actually gave us clear instructions on
how to pray in Matthew 6:9-13
9
“This, then, is how you should pray:
“‘Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
10
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
11
Give us today our daily bread.
12
And forgive us our debts,

“My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from
me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.”

as we also have forgiven our debtors.
13
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil one.
The first half of the Lord’s prayer praises the Lord.
After that comes the request.
It took me a long time to realize, my prayers
establish my personal relationship with my Lord. If
I want a good relationship, I must show appreciation
and respect when I communicate with Him – before
I ask for His help.
God bless and Merry Christmas!
— Peggy Jones

COMING IN JANUARY

VISION

20

January 18

Couch Brothers in Concert
Grammy-nominated Gospel
artists Ernie and Jason Couch will
perform in concert Saturday, January

18 at McCary's Chapel United Methodist Church.
The Nashville-based duo have
charted ten single records, performing Gospel Revival concerts across
the United States and Europe.
They have recorded with such
artists as George Jones, George Beverley Shea, Jake Hess, Mary Wilson,
Boots Randolph, Patti Page, Petra,
Jeannie Seely, Tommy Roe, Jay Parrack, Gary Paxton, many others.
There will be a reception with
refreshments at 5:30 pm with the
Concert starting at 6:00 pm.

January 18
6 PM

December 2019

DECEMBER 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

13

14

10 am Sunday
School
11 am Worship
Service

5:30 pm
Praise & Worship

6 pm
Sisters in Christ
Christmas
Party

6 pm
Food Pantry

8

9

10 am Sunday
School
11 am Worship
Service
12 pm Second
Sunday Lunch

15

10

11

12

Produce Drop
9 am

5:30 pm
Praise & Worship
6 pm
Food Pantry

16

10 am Sunday
School
11 am Worship
Service

17

18

19

20

21

25

26

27

28

5:30 pm
Praise & Worship
6 pm
Food Pantry

22

23

10 am Sunday
School
11 am Worship
Service

29
10 am Sunday
School
11 am Worship
Service

24
6 pm
Food Pantry
7 pm
Christmas Eve
Service

30

31
6 pm
Food Pantry

Christian
Men’s
Breakfast
8 am

