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A ndy Williams couldn't have said 

it better!  It is definitely the 

most wonderful time of the year.  For Christians, 

this wonderful feeling is carried throughout the 

year, however it is during this time that we all cele-

brate the greatest act of God since Creation - the 

birth of our Redeemer, Jesus Christ.  It is indeed a 

most wonderful time of year!  Like a reporter go-

ing back to the time of the shepherds in their fields 

near the town of Nazareth, we can almost feel the 

eager anticipation as they heard the Good News 

from the Angel of the Lord!  He says, 

“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news 

that will cause great joy for all the people. 

Today in the town of David a Savior has 

been born to you; he is the Messiah, the 

Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find 

a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 

manger.” 

 God finally is making His promise true!  The 

shepherds must have been exhilarated!  And then, 

a whole company of heavenly hosts appear!  I can 

(Continued on page 3) 
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DECEMBER 

4 Leslye Ligon 

22 Eddie Mobbs 

24 Dorothy Poteet 

24 Jeff Hines 

28 Andy Guinn 

24 Bruce and Peggy Jones 

Men’s Christian  

Fellowship  

Breakfast Saturday  

Dec. 29 at 8 am 

DECEMBER 

Sisters in Christ 

Christmas Party 

Thursday Dec. 6  

6 pm 
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see them wondering what in the world 

is happening!  They begin praising God 

and claiming,  

 “Glory to God in the highest 

heaven, and on earth peace to those on 

whom his favor rests.” It is easy 

to see them rushing their flocks into 

the pens to seek out this promised King.  As they 

guide their animals to safety, perhaps they spoke 

amongst themselves, wondering what it is they 

were to do next.  There was so much to do to pre-

pare! 

 They had to first, remain faithful to the 

proclamation.  Secondly, perhaps they had to gath-

er the resources needed to make the journey to 

find Him.  With eager anticipation, they set out to 

look for this promised King.  While traveling, stories 

of their fathers began to dance in their minds. 

"Didn't someone from our past once say to our an-

cestors that a Righteous Branch would be raised 

up?" one of them asked.  "Yes indeed!" another 

answered.  "That was Jeremiah!  My dad told me 

about him!"  They walk in silence, pondering the 

fact that they are participating in a divine act of 

providence.  Another young man spoke.  "My uncle 

told me about a few other people from our past.  

Through them, God promised to send a Rescuer.  

Could this be the One?"  They all began to walk ear-

nestly with looks of complete expecta-

tion on their faces.   They had decided 

that this was the event they had all 

been told about.  The time has come! 

 This Christmas Season, we can 

all gather together with the same feel-

ings of expectancy as the shepherds and 

others had at the news of the arrival of our Re-

deemer.   We have the Book written which contains 

the record of the Captain of our Salvation already 

having finished the trip.  We already know what 

these shepherds were about to experience - the 

arrival of our Savior given to all of humankind by 

our Father!   

 This holiday season, keep in mind why we 

celebrate Christmas.  We can give gifts to anyone at 

any time of the year, but what makes gift giving 

special this time of year is that they symbolize the 

greatest gift ever given to us - the gift of salvation.   

It doesn't get any better than this! 

  Blessings to all, 

  Rev. Sonya Mead 

(Continued from page 1) 

Sonya Meador, Pastor 

It’s the most wonderful time of  the year! 
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 Kassy’s Korner 

C hristmas is a wonderful, 

colorful time of the year. 

My niece, Susanne Haj, loves the song 

The Twelve Days of Christmas. 

 Do you know that each line in 

the song has a special meaning? 

 A partridge in a pear tree =  

        Jesus on the cross 

 2 turtle doves =  

        Old & New Testaments 

 3 French hens =  

         Faith, hope, love 

 4 calling birds = Gospels of 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, & John 

 5 golden rings = 1st 5 books of 

the Bible 

 6 geese a-laying = 6 days of creation 

 7 swans a swimming = 7 gifts of the Holy Spirit-prophesy, serving, teaching, exhortation, contri-

bution, leadership, mercy 

 8 maids a milking = the 8 beatitudes 

 9 ladies dancing = 9 fruits of the Holy Spirit-love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith-

fulness, gentleness, self-control 

 10 lords a leaping = the ten commandments 

 11 pipers piping = the 11 faithful disciples 

 12 drummers drumming = the 12 points of belief in the Apostles’ Creed. 

 Does anyone know why these things were written in code? 

 Merry Christmas to everyone! 
_______________________________ 

Kassy Paris is a member of McCary's Chapel and brings a wealth of artistic and creative flare to the community through 

her work.  Holding a Bachelor's Degree in Journalism and English from Stephen F. Austin University, her accomplishments 

include authoring, co-authoring, and editing numerous books as well as mentoring up and coming new authors.  

More about Kassy Paris can be found at www.kassyparis.com 



 

C h a p e l  C h i m e s  P a g e  5  

McCary’s’ Chapel Food Pantry Received a Grant for $1,900 from Liberty City United Fund this fall as 

well as donations of canned goods from Sabine High School Fall Food Drive and the Liberty City Boy 

Scouts in November.  Pictured Above (from left) Monty Pepper, Ian Wilson, Hudson Pepper, Ken Wilson, 

Romy Wilson, Holton Pepper and Ken Schuler.   

Carmen ’s  Pral ines  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P R A L I N E S   

by Carmen Camp 

I n g r e d i e n t s  
1 tsp. soda (level) 
1 cup buttermilk 
2 cups granulated sugar 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
1 teaspoon butter flavoring 
1 tablespoon butter or margarine 
2 cups or more pecans 
 

D i r e c t i o n s  

Mix soda and buttermilk and then dissolve sugar.  
Put in a big saucepan and boil slowly to soft ball 
stage.  Mixture turns brown as it cooks, but needs 
stirring constantly.  Remove and add flavorings, 
margarine and pecans.  Stir until it begins to look 
like it is ready to sugar or cream.  Drop in small 
cakes on wax paper.  Makes about 30 pralines. 
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When. Advent marks the beginning of the church year. It begins with the fourth Sunday before Christmas 

Day which is Sunday, Dec. 2 this year 

What. Advent comes from the Latin word, adventus, meaning "coming." It is a season to prepare for the 

coming of Christ in various meanings: the promised coming of the Messiah to the Jews, the coming of Je-

sus being born in Bethlehem, the promised return of the risen Christ in final victory, and the continual 

coming of Christ into the lives and hearts of believers. 

Liturgical Context. Advent, which marks the beginning of the liturgical year, is part of the cycle of seasons 

that includes Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany, all related in some fashion to the coming of Jesus. That 

cycle is followed by Lent, Holy Week, Easter, and the long Pentecost season. 

History. Advent began in France in the fourth century. In various times and locations of the church, it has 

been observed for three, four, and six weeks leading to Christmas. 

Candles. The advent wreath, four candles 

on a wreath of evergreen, is shaped in a 

perfect circle to symbolize the eternity of 

God. In some churches four purple candles, 

one for each week in Advent, are used with 

one larger white candle in the middle as 

the Christ Candle.  Other churches prefer 

three purple or blue candles with one can-

dle being rose or pink, to represent joy.   

Understanding Advent 

SUNDAY  DEC. 2 

TO 

MONDAY DEC. 24 



 

PAGE 7 Chapel chimes 

December 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
10 am Sunday 

School 

11 am Worship 

3 4 
5:30 pm Praise 

& Worship 

6 pm Pantry   

5 
2 pm Game 

day 

6 
6 pm  Sister’s 

In Christ 

 Party  

7 8 

9 
10 am Sunday 

School 

11 am Worship 

10 11 
5:30 pm Praise 

& Worship 

6 pm Pantry   

12 
2 pm Game 

day 

13 14 
9 am   

Produce Drop 

15 

16 
10 am Sunday 

School 

11 am Worship 

17 18 
5:30 pm Praise 

& Worship 

6 pm Pantry   

19 
2 pm Game 

day 

20 21 22 

23 
10 am Sunday 

School 

11 am Christmas 

Program 

24 
5 pm 

Christmas Eve 

Service 

25 26 
2 pm Game 

day 

27 28 29 
8 am  Men’s 

Fellowship 

Breakfast 

30 31 

 

     



 


