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CHAPEL CHIMES 

Tis the Season 

CELEBRATE THE BIRTH OF OUR SAVIOR.  

JOIN US FOR TRADITIONAL CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 5 PM SUNDAY DECEMBER 24, 2017 

S P E C I A L  H A P P E N I N G S  I N  D E C E M B E R  

 THURSDAY DECEMBER 7—SISTERS IN CHRIST CHRISTMAS PARTY— 6:30 PM 

 FRIDAY DECEMBER 8— MONTHLY PRODUCE DROP—9 AM 

 SUNDAY DECEMBER 10— CHRISTMAS PARTY &  SECOND SUNDAY LUNCH 

 SUNDAY DECEMBER 24—TRADITIONAL CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 5 PM 
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December  

Anniversaries 

Sisters in Christ 

Christmas Party  

Dec. 7    

6:30 PM 

December 

Birthdays 

SATURDAY  

DECEMBER 

30 

8 AM 

4 Leslye Ligon 

Ida Blake 

22 Eddie Mobbs 

23 Hailey Blake 

Kelli Blake 

24 Dorothy Poteet 

24 Jeff Hines 

28 Andy Guinn 

14 Clifford  & Sandy 

Davis 

24 Bruce & Peggy 

Jones 
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What are you waiting for? 
       By Sonya Meador, Pastor 

 

W aiting is done in two ways: 1) waiting 

in anticipation, or 2) waiting to make 

a decision/take action.  The book of Luke records a 

fascinating ac-

count of 

waiting in an-

ticipation.   

 "Now 

there was a 

man in Jerusa-

lem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was 

righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation 

of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it 

had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 

would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 

Christ.  

 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, 

and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to 

do for him according to the custom of the Law, he 

took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 

“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in 

peace, according to your word; for my eyes have 

seen your salvation that you have prepared in the 

presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the 

Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” 

 Simeon's response to the Gospel Message is 

an exact representation of someone who has al-

ready been shown the truth and responds to that 

knowledge.   

 He is not waiting to take action; he has al-

ready taken the 'action of faith' and placed his en-

tire existence on the knowledge of a coming Messi-

ah who will reconcile the world. 

 One of our most cherished songs, Come, 

Thou Long Expected Jesus, also evidences the heart 

of anticipatory waiting. The lyrics go like this: 

 

Come, Thou long expected Jesus 

Born to set Thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us, 

Let us find our rest in Thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, 

Hope of all the earth Thou art; 

Dear desire of every nation, 

Joy of every longing heart. 

Born Thy people to deliver, 

Born a child and yet a King, 

Born to reign in us forever, 

Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By Thine own eternal Spirit 

Rule in all our hearts alone; 

By Thine all sufficient merit, 

Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

 

 This Advent and Christmas Season, we cele-

brate the waiting for Messiah and His Coming.  How 

is your waiting?  Is it similar to Simeon's, whose joy 

in the Lord is clearly evident?  Or is your waiting 

something else?  Even so, as the writer of Revela-

tion eagerly awaits the return of Christ, we can all 

carry his sentiments, which are expressed in.  "He 

who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am com-

ing soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!  The grace of 

the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen." 

 Have a blessed holiday season, and may our 

Lord and Savior be elevated in all we do. 

   Pastor Sonya Meador 
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The Pantry Diary 

 “Is it true? You give away free food?” 

W orking with the food pantry 

has been one of the most re-

warding experiences of my 

life— all aspects of it—  but none more so than 

signing up clients.  

        It’s an opportunity to get to know the people 

we serve. There is no stereotype.  We serve work-

ing families who have had a 

circumstance that temporarily 

put them in a financial strain. 

We serve working men and 

women who just don’t  earn 

enough to meet all the expens-

es of life; grandparents raising 

grandchildren; widows and 

widowers living on  meager 

disability checks; people who 

just got out of prison who 

can’t get a job because no one 

wants to hire a convicted fel-

on.   Everyone has their own 

unique story and reason for being here.  

       Which brings me to Leona.  

      I signed up Leona and her adult son recently.       

Leona, in her early 60’s, is a widow who lives on 

Social Security. Her son Cody lives on disability. 

Neither has a monthly income of  $1,000. 

     Leona had cancer a few years ago, so she en-

dured that expensive treatment without benefit of 

Medicare—and we all know how financially devas-

tating that can be. 

       She was, as many are, apologetic about  being 

here and then she asked, almost incredulously, “Is 

it true? You give away free food?” 

       “Yes, ma’am,” I said, “That is exactly what we 

do. How long have you lived here?” 

      “All my life,” was the answer. 

      “And you didn’t know about us? About the pan-

try?” I asked. 

      She shook her head. “No.”  

      “Free food,” she repeated. 

      And then Leona leaned forward, eyes wide, and 

she almost whispered, “I heard you gave away free 

hens.” 

      I had to smile.  

       “Yes, ma’am we did—for 

Thanksgiving. Everyone got a 

hen and a ham.”   She seemed 

amazed.  

      “Free food,” Cody repeated.  

       We finished signing up and 

Leona and Cody became one of 

us—heading out to the sign-in 

table.  

   Watching them mingle into the 

line, I was reminded one more 

time how very humble  and ap-

preciative so many people are and how meaningful 

this mission is.   

       We are a tiny, old country church—old not on-

ly in history but in the age of our membership. Yet 

we give financially, emotionally and physically so 

that life might be a little bit better for others.  

       Many of our church members live on Social 

Security, too.  Still they give and give and give — 

and people like Leona make it all worthwhile.  

     We don’t judge. Whether people pull up in a 

Mercedes Benz — whether they do or don’t speak 

English - whether they do or don’t have a criminal 

record—we do not judge God’s children. Only He 

can do that. —Peggy Jones 

Fight ing Hunger  

 

 

 

 

 

Feeding Hope  
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Pantry Clients shop the Angel’s Annex located now in the church basement. Volunteers are needed to help Pastor 

Sonya Meador and Leslye Ligon work the clothing/toiletry mission.  McCary’s Chapel continues our outreach by giving 

FREE CLOTHING AND TOILETRIES on Tuesday nights.  

Glitzy gift benefits Angel’s Annex 

L eslye Ligon donated a 

collection of high-end 

costume jewelry to the Angel’s 

Annex which has been sold to 

buy soap and shampoo for pan-

try clients and their families.        

 The generous gift netted 

hundreds of dollars to benefit 

our clients.  

    The Annex provides free 

hygiene items like  tooth-

brushes, toothpaste, soap, 

shampoo and toilet paper  in 

addition to clothing. 

     Anyone who would like to 

help with the Angel’s Annex 

on Tuesday night is encour-

aged to get in touch with 

Pastor Sonya or Leslye.  

    Also, anyone who would 

like to donate needed prod-

ucts or gently used clothing 

should speak with either 

one. CHILDREN’S CLOTHING  is in high 

demand. We accept good, gently worn 

clothing for men, women & children  Women  check out their selections 



 

Produce Drop 

December 8    at   9 a.m. 

Bags Needed! 

If you have some to donate please 

bring them to the church.  

We can use them for  

pantry and produce drop 

Contractor Clark George paints the new pantry addition  

Friday  Dec. 1.  Move –in  is  scheduled  the first week  of 

December.  

Kenny Schuler  and Ken Ligon make the first trip to 

East Texas Food Bank  in the new flatbed  trailer 

awarded to the Food Pantry from ETFB and Walmart 

Feeding America program’s Capacity Building Grant.  
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December 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 
10 am Sunday 

School 
11 am Worship Ser-

vice 

4 5 

11 Prayer Circle 

5: 30 pm Praise 
& Worship 
6 pm Pantry 

 

6 7 
Sister’s In 

Christ Party 

6:30 am 

8 

Produce 

Drop 9 am 

9 

10 

10 am Sunday School 
11 am Worship  
             Service 
12 pm Christmas  

Party /2nd Sunday 

lunch 

11 12 
11 Prayer Circle 
5: 30 pm Praise 
& Worship 
6 pm Pantry 

13 14 15 16 

17 
10 am Sunday 

School 
11 am Worship  

Service 

18 19 
11 Prayer Circle 
5: 30 pm Praise 
& Worship 
6 pm Pantry 

20 21 22 23 
 

24 
10 am Sunday School 
11 am Worship  
            Service 
5  pm Christmas  Eve 

Service  

25 26 
11 Prayer Circle 
5: 30 pm Praise 
& Worship 
6 pm Pantry 

27 28 

 

29 30 
Christian 
Men’s   

Breakfast 8 am 

31 
New Year’s Eve 

10 am Sunday        
School 

11 am Worship 
           Service 

      



 

  

 

 

Reverend  Sonya Meador  
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