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Schenectady Church of the Nazarene 

2015 – 2016 Statistical Report 

As of February 28, 2016 

MEMBERSHIP 

 2015 – 2016   Total members reported   67  

 

   Added           3 

   Ethan Gustin 
   Sara Gustin 
   Jessica Mascolo    

Deleted 

    Death          3 

    Carma Giemza 
    Thelma Barnes 
    Audrey Cross 
 
Total Members at Close of Church Year      67 

 

Attendance Averages       2015  2016 

 

Morning Worship            40      47 

 

All Board Minutes are recorded and filed 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Carolyn S. Berrian, Church Board Secretary 
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ANNUAL REPORT 2016 

Building and Grounds 

 
               The Building and Grounds Committee (one person) is responsible to God and this congregation 
for the operation, 
maintenance, repairs and update development of church facilities. 
 
The following achievements have been accomplished the past church year. 
 
1. The mowing equipment has been maintained. However, the hand mower can no longer be fixed. 
Plans are to replace that mower in the Spring. The hand trimmer was replaced this year. I continue to 
appreciate Dennis’s service in cutting the lawn 
 

2. Lawn damage from snow removal is always a significant effort  The soil must be replaced and grass 
reseeded. Thank you Tim for doing this difficult task. 
 
3. The picnic table benches were replaces and the tables stained protected. 
 
4.  Café plans were developed and modified several times. The final plan is posted in the cage. As soon 
as funds are established we will contract out this improvement. The final plan includes a restroom to be 
located in the old coat room. 
 
5. The shrubs and trees around the church were trimmed  

6. An ice melt cable was installed the west side of the church. Thank you Glenn 

7. A leak developed on the east side of the church roof. With great difficulty, Dave was able to seal the 
leak that resulted from a broken shingle. 
 
8. The exhaust fan in the Parsonage failed. Dennis installed a replacement. 
 
9. After a two year effort, we found a buyer for the church pews, pulpit and platform chairs.  The church 
received $3200 for this furniture.  That funding will go a long way in funding replacement  chairs. 
 
Maintaining church property is a never ending job. Thank you for the 
many hands that did things that make the church look attractive. 
 
 
Respetfully submitted 
 
Russ Wege 
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Worship Report 
Annual Meeting/March 6, 2016 

March 2015-February 2016 

The Worship Division of the Church Board covers the following areas: Worship Services (along 
with the Pastor), Music, Audiovisual, Celebrations, Baptisms, Special Services, Communion, 
Decorations, and Community Relations. 
Worship Services & Music: 
Although listed separately our Worship Services & Music are currently bonded together as 
one.  The Worship team meets regularly every Friday @ 6pm and every Sunday morning @ 
9am. Carolyn Berrian, Rob Cole, Ethan Gustin, Sara Gustin, Debby Leonard, Doug Kitchen, 
Charlene Quintana, Glenn Quintana, Gil Rickert & I continue to be faithful helping to provide 
music that is easy for the congregation to sing providing a means of community worship during 
our services.   We are sad to be losing Sara & Ethan from the Worship Team.  Not exactly sure 
how to replace a drummer & a great sound tech at this point.  We’ll be praying and trusting as 
always! 
New(er) songs are attempted and incorporated in our repertoire if received favorably by the 
community of singers. Older hymns are always a blessing and very pertinent to reinforcing the 
scripture readings.  
The worship leader organizes the order of the service each week.  Scriptures from the Revised 
Common Lectionary for the day are chosen along with songs that reflect the scripture.  Time in 
prayer and thought inspire each week’s service.   
 

Pastor Woods adds an air of excitement for the children (and the adults) the first Sunday of 
each month providing a Sermon from a Sack opportunity for the kids to stump the pastor!   
 

This past church year, Rev. Walter Plock (6/14/15), Mike Saccocio (6/21/15), Rev. Donald Klob 
(6/28/15), Tim Leonard (11/4/15), Greg Smith (1/3/16), Russ Wege (1/10/16), and Rev. Ed 
Darling (1/17/16) provided pulpit supply when Pastor Woods was on vacation.  Rev. Kevin 
Dunlop, our new District Superintendent shared a message with us on Sunday, January 24th, 
2016. 
 

Special thanks to David Berrian, our silent strength for each service.  David distributes bulletins 
to attendees, sends bulletins and newsletters to those who are absent or shut-in, and chooses 
ushers to help each Sunday morning during our worship of financial giving.  David has also 
been helping with the Cafe’ set up and clean up.   
 

Audiovisual: 
-Sara Gustin & Brandon Upchurch coordinate the electronics aspects of our audio 
services.  The nursery is now set up for audio & video, allowing nursery attendants & nursing 
moms the opportunity to see & hear the Worship service live from another location. 
-Myra Woods, Karen Upchurch & David Arnachellum operate our Easy Worship program 
creating the visual slides for our songs and announcements.  Thank you “techies”! 
-The CVLI Total Package (movies/videos) and our annual CCLI license renewal were 
purchased as required.   
-Two large flat screen TVs were purchased for each side of the front of the sanctuary for the 
congregation just in time for Easter.  Thank you to the Leonards for negotiating a great price to 
purchase both at the same time!  Thank you to Dennis & Ethan for mounting them on the walls!  
Celebrations, Baptisms, & Special Services: 
-During the course of this church year the following special services were held: 
Friday, April 3rd, 2015/a Good Friday Observance Service 

Sunday, April 5th, 2015/ Easter Sonrise & Worship Gathering  
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Sunday, November 29, 2015/ a Hanging of the Greens Service 

Thursday, December 24, 2015/ a Christmas Eve Service 

Sunday, January 17, 2016/ a Memorial Service for Thelma Barnes 
 

Baptisms: 
Elizabeth Rubino was baptized in July during an all church picnic held at the Judd’s estate. 
During our worship service on April 12th 2015, Ethan & Sara presented their infant daughter 
Josephine for baptism and also became members of our church congregation.  It was a very 
special day for the Gustins, family & church family.     
On October 25th, 2015, Jessica & Chris Mascolo brought their infant son, Michael for 
baptism.  Many of Jess & Chris’ family members came for the occasion.   
 

We hosted the ENC A Cappella Choir on Friday evening, October 30th.  Approximately 84 
guests enjoyed the concert & brief fellowship snack after the performance.  Thank you to our 
host homes for taking in the 30 students overnight, providing breakfast and returning them to 
the church for the next step of their tour.  Thank you to Pastor & Myra Woods for the fantastic 
meal they provided the choir members.  Many compliments were received from the students 
and the director about the quality of the meal and the lovely overnight accommodations!  Pastor 
& Myra might want to consider running a B&B in their retirement years!   
 

Communion: 
Communion is the 3rd Sunday of the month.  At the pastor’s discretion communion is served at 
other services. 
Decorations: 
-The colors of the church year are changed with our array of scarves for the cross.  
-At Christmas we had several live poinsettia plants colorfully decorating our sanctuary.  Thank 
you to all who purchased one in honor or memory of loved ones. 
-Our newest decorations are the 70 padded chairs that were purchased to replace the wooden 
pews we sold on January 31, 2016.  Ten arm chairs and a twenty more armless chairs will be 
purchased the end of April.   
Community Relations: 
Although considered more a SDMI activity, we reached out to our community with a “Caroling” 
Caravan to our shut-ins and nursing home friends on Sunday, March 22, 2016, Saturday, July 
11th & Sunday, December 13th, 2015.     
Other:Office supplies are ordered as needed.   
 

Respectfully submitted with my deepest appreciation to all, 
Lori Kitchen 
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Annual report for 2015-2016 for NMI 
  
As I start my report I’d like to have a moment of silence for all the church members and family 
members we lost this past year. Marge Stanton, mother of Barbara Shepard, William Vogt, 
husband of Diane Vogt, Orville Curtiss, brother of Laura Armstrong, Carma Giemza, daughter of 
Rex and Mary Jo Morris, Ronald Jackson a church member here some years ago, Thelma 
Barnes, mother of Richard Barnes, Susan Chamberlain, sister-in-law of Violet Galuszka, Evelyn 
Barrett, mother of Roberta Brown and finally Donna Peak, sister of Glenn Quintana. 
  
On a lighter note, we celebrated the 100th anniversary of Nazarene Missions International. We 
had many of our church family tell about missionaries that have been at our church in the past 
and had a video entitled “The Final Frontier”. Our offering totaled $713.00. 
  
Our offering for Nepal after the earthquake, totaled $2,000.00 and our offering for Haiti water 
totaled $1,000.00. Our World Mission Broadcast offering totaled $425.00 and our Alabaster 
offering totaled $743.47. 
  
Our Easter offering totaled $386.75 and our thanksgiving offering totaled $208.00. All of our 
offerings this year surpassed years past andI thank everyone for being faithful. 
  
We sent six crisis care kits to Pennsylvania and ten school pal-paks to Sun Valley Indian school 
which  has changed its’  name to the Native American Christian Academy. We also collected a 
large amount of school supplies which we donated to the women’s shelter at the city mission. 
  
We had missionaries Jim & Kaye Williams with us on May 14, 2015. We had a potluck supper 
before the service. Our missionary this year will be Dee Sudnick who is working in the 
Philippines. She will be with us on February 26th at 6:00. The mission council will be going out 
for dinner before the service. 
  
Mary Jo and I went to Lee’s Trophies this past month and ordered another plaque for our 
memorial names. We also added some more names to the new plaque. The cost was $174.00. 
  
We had a memorial service for Thelma Barnes in November and none of her family was able to 
attend. The service was very moving. 
  
Again we filled a stuff the turkey basket for the City Mission and we continue to serve at the 
mission for evening meals. My thanks to all who help with that worthy cause. 
 
Thank you, Alice Azzaro, for monitoring the reading of the Mission Books.  
 14 Adults have read 6 books = 90 
   1 Adult has read 2 books =        2 
   1 Adult has read 1 books =        1 
   1 Adult has read 4 books =        4 
Giving us a total of ……                           97 books read 
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Thank you for taking the time out to read our Missionary Books. 
In all we had 17 readers. 
  
I’d like to thank all who take part in our mission program on the 3rd Sunday of each month. It 
appears to be going well and I think many people enjoy the new format. 
  
A special thanks to our Missions Board this year, Mary Jo Morris, vice –president, Alice Azzaro, 
executive board, Myra Woods, executive board and Carolyn Berrian, secretary. Alice continues 
to do a great job with our mission books and if you have never read one, you don’t know what 
you are missing. 
  
My thanks to Pastor for his help this year and a special thanks goes to Sara & Ethan and 
Brandon & Karen for all the hard work with our children. Also our thanks to Carol & Russ Wege 
for their work in the café on Sunday mornings. Russ picks up the pastries bright and early on 
Sunday morning and brings them to church for our enjoyment. When you see these people give 
them a big thanks. 
  
As I close I’d like to end with a quote from Martin Luther King, Jr and our lord Jesus Christ. 
“Life’s most persistent and urgent question is, “what are you doing for others?” Jesus tells us to 
feed the hungry, give a drink of water to the thirsty and to love everyone as he loved us. Please 
practice this and give all our praise to the lord. 
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Annual Report for Church Year 2015-2016 for SDMI                 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of the Sunday School & Discipleship Ministries International is fourfold: 

1. To intentionally develop relationships with unreached people until they are Christlike disciples making 

Christlike disciples. 

2. To teach the Word of God until children, youth, and adults are saved, sanctified wholly, and maturing 

in Christian experience. 

3. To help Christians grow spiritually, involving them in evangelism, Christian education, and disciple 

making. 

4. To encourage children, youth, and adults to enroll in Sunday School and faithfully attend. 

It has been a privilege and an honor to serve this body of believers here at the Schenectady First Church of the 

Nazarene.  It is also a pleasure to serve in the International Church of the Nazarene with its great emphasis on 

holiness in relationship towards God and in our practical living out of our daily lives. But most important is the 

fact that we get to be ambassadors for God in this world. He has called each one of us to go out into our world 

and share His message of love and grace, thru the power of His Holy Spirit, to a broken world. We have the 

opportunity of presenting His love for us and the transformative work of His Holy Spirit in us in a variety of 

different ways to our community. We are His disciples learning how to live out our walk on a daily basis as we 

interact with one another in this body but also as we attempt to frame an appealing outreach strategy to those 

who surround us, those in our responsibility area. 

I’d like to take a minute and wholeheartedly thank our S.D.M.I. board for their commitment to serving God in 

this capacity during the past year. You have provided a valuable service to this church and our community. 

Your time spent at meetings and in preparation of events has not gone unnoticed. Thanks also to Sunday 

school teachers and small group leaders who diligently prepare week after week. Thanks to our department 

heads for your continued investment in people’s lives. Your ministry will pay eternal dividends. Thanks as well 

go to the many who have been involved in any way with our teaching, fellowship, and reaching out activities. 

What have we been doing this year to share the gospel, the grace of God, and the friendship of believers? 

Have we provided a place where the message of salvation is not only lived out but also explained in 

understandable language to those that we come in contact with? Are we growing as His disciples? Are we 

mentoring one another in the empowering presence of the Holy Spirit? Are we meeting the needs that our 

community has today or are we living in yesterday’s world?  

As a church we have made improvements to our physical plant and these are to be commended. Now what do 

we do? How do we frame our activities to take advantage of these changes? We must begin to think out of the 

box as we plan for a year of increases in His kingdom. Dinners can now be held in our main building with 

handicap access. Community workshops can be held in the open area with tables and chairs that can be 

adjusted as needed. From health fairs to financial workshops. From Lenten lunches to after school snacks and 

tutoring for children and adults in need. What about our seniors? Do we have a safe place for them to come 

for a couple of hours for snacks, fellowship, and the gospel? Are we doing everything we can do to let our 

neighbors know that we love and care about them? These are important questions that we should take into 

consideration as a church and as the SDMI board. Our new board will begin dealing with these questions and 

many more. Please remember them in your thoughts and prayers as they diligently seek to find ways to reach 
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out in His name. Please be supportive in your prayers and also in your assistance. Many hands do make light 

work. 

Listed here are some of the teaching, fellowship, and outreach activities we have been involved in this year:  

Teaching: We have regularly been teaching during the Sunday School hour each Sunday morning attempting to 

not only present a lesson, but also to bring the gospel to those in attendance. We have recently changed to a 

new curriculum in our children’s department after careful consideration of price and quality. This will greatly 

reduce our cost while still providing for a quality program. Average attendance for Sunday school has been 

between 25 and 30 each week. Our mid-week “Brown Bag Bible Study” continues on Wednesdays each week, 

currently studying the Gospel of John. On Sunday nights the youth group meets for a study time and our “life 

application Bible study” also meets and currently is working thru an overview of the Bible. Other small groups 

are meeting in individual homes. (There is room for more home study groups.) 

Fellowship and Reaching Out Activities: From bowling fun complete with pizza and soda attended by 27 

people to an Easter “ Son”rise Breakfast with 44 attending. We also had an Easter egg hunt. Five men attended 

the “Iron Sharpens Iron” conference in April. In June we celebrated with our graduates by having a “Family 

Day” celebration complete with great food and games. “Iron Sharpens Iron”, a national men’s one-day 

equipping conference was held in April with five men attending this well worthwhile program.  Our summer 

swim party/ baptism also took place in June providing great fellowship and one person being baptized.  ” 

Parents Day” was celebrated at the end of July with a potluck picnic in the grove. A “Wing It” cook-off was held 

in September which was attended by many! Chicken wings, mild, hot and spicy enjoyed by all. “Trunk and 

Treat” was held again this year with hot dogs, coffee, hot chocolate and candy for all! A well-attended and safe 

community event. Our “Harvest dinner” took place in November. We visited our shut-ins, and nursing home 

residents several times this year to encourage and pray with them. We also offered an opportunity for them to 

partake in communion. We sang some hymns or choruses as well. Vacation Bible School has been a challenge 

and we continue to look at a methodology that works for this community. The children’s department 

presented a Christmas program in December. These are all designed to help us have friendship times with one 

another but also provide an opportunity for us to invite others to get to know who we are. These events take 

time to plan and carry out and again, we appreciate all your efforts in building His kingdom.  

Remember what Paul said to the Philippian’s in c.2:5 “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus” 

and later to Euodias and Syntyche “Be of the same mind in the Lord” in c.4:2, as we work together to fulfill His 

Great Commission to us in Matt. 28:18-20 “Then Jesus came to them and said,” All authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”” 

Respectfully submitted, 

Tim Leonard, SDMI Superintendent   
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Pastor Report 

I wish to thank each of you for your tireless dedication to any success we have had this year. 

There are areas in our statistical data that should offer us encouragement and there are areas 

that show concern. Our membership for instance is a wash, we took in 3 new members last 

year, but over the same period of time we had three of our members pass on to glory. I cannot 

express enough the importance of church membership. So please, this year consider becoming 

a full member. 

Our membership lost three individuals, Thelma Barnes, Carma Giemza and Audrey Cross. I do 

not personally know Audrey Cross, some of you do, so I can’t speak to her, but Thelma and 

Carma will be sorely missed as well as Evelyn Barrett, having never taken membership but was 

an active part of the church for many years. Carma especially had a unique place in our 

memories; she had such a warm smile and always found the good in everyone.  

A couple of years ago I put forth a challenge to paint, remodel and clean up. For the most part 

you took me up on it, I still believe the paneling either needs to be replaced with dry wall and 

painted or the paneling itself needs painted. I believe some of our increase in finances similarly 

is seeing a need and finding a way to meet that need. The board had talked for years on how to 

remedy the aging congregation and their difficulty navigating the stairs. A donation from Dave 

and Trisha Pryzbylo provided the chair lift to access the sanctuary, memorial gifts for Carma and 

Thelma allowed us to purchase the one for downstairs. By keeping the need as a continued 

prayer request God provided. 

The sanctuary has had a facelift of sorts in recent days by replacing the projector and screen 

with large screen TV’s, replacing the wooden pews with much more comfortable chairs. With 

this, I am going to offer a challenge for you to consider. The board and I have been mulling over 

the possibility of installing a unisex restroom upstairs and expanding the fellowship snack area. 

A drawing has been made of this project and is available to view in the snack area. With that I 

propose for you to consider, taking the A/V booth and placing it in the area above the proposed 

snack area. We could hang some 2x6’s, screw down some decking, utilizing the entire width of 

the church behind that faux wall, we could then claim the dead space above the coat room 

providing much needed storage. 

I know, for some it may seem too much, or too big, who would do the work, how are we going 

to pay for it etc. Our BBBS group on Wednesday has gotten to John 14 where Jesus tells the 

disciples that their belief in Him will be seen by their actions. Did you trust God in meeting the 

need for the aging congregation to access both level of the church? Did you trust God to 

provide someone who wanted our pews so we could fulfill our desire to have more comfortable 
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chairs? Jesus told the disciples that belief in Him is actually seen by their actions and that they 

would do greater things than He did. 

A case could be made that these improvements aren’t needed for us right now. May I suggest 

perhaps they will be needed for what God is calling us to do! A couple of years ago then D.S. 

Dave Sharpes, invited us on a journey called Growing Stronger Churches, with Dr. Paul Borden. 

It was a 5 year plan that included church assessment, evaluations, leadership coaching etc. 

When Dr. Sharpes returned to pastoring, the D.A.B. discontinued its association with Growing 

Stronger Churches. Rev. Dunlop, our current D.S., has suggested we look at New Church 

Specialties. After doing some preliminary investigation I don’t believe going that direction is in 

our best interest at this time. However our statistics indicate we need some assistance. 

Therefore I am recommending adopting the Mission Action Plan put forth by Central Florida. It 

is centered on prayer, discovery (who we are and the mission field where we are called), 

developing core values, planning intentional ministry etc. I will be asking an individual to assist 

me in organizing and implementing this strategy. I have a couple of copies around if you want 

to take a look. 

One more item I would like to cover before we put this year to rest. I have called for the church 

to assist Jason Rickard financially as he and his family battle cancer. The Woodlawn Association 

garage sale is scheduled for May 14 & 15, yes that’s a Saturday and Sunday. I am calling on 

everyone to find a way to make this work, bring items to sell and everything we collect will go 

to the Rickard family. 

Finally I would like to thank you for your prayers and support over a couple of difficult items we 

endured this year, you will never know how much you mean to me. I would also like to thank 

my family, Myra and Caleb who make it all worthwhile, for your love and support. You guys are 

always in my corner and I appreciate it. 

Respectfully Submitted 

Dennis Woods 
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