
JONAH AND AMERICA-Over this past year of 2021, I have been teaching through 

this little powerful book of Jonah, which has convicted me by the Holy Spirit in such a way that has giv-

en a direct correlation between our imperative by Jesus to make disciples and what happened to 

Nineveh and what could happen to America. 

The record of Jonah's episode and mission to Nineveh was addressed to Israel. The book was written 

not simply to record a historical narrative; in addition it conveyed a message to the Northern Kingdom. 

Also in one sense Jonah is not the principal person in the book; God is.  

One Bible scholar stated, “the Lord had the first word (Jonah 1:1-2) and the last (4:11). God commanded 

the prophet twice (1:2; 3:2); He sent a violent storm on the sea (1:4); He provided a great fish to rescue 

Jonah (1:17); He commanded the fish to vomit Jonah onto dry land (2:10); He threatened Nineveh with 

Judgment and relented in compassion (3:10); He provided a vine to shade His prophet (4:6); He commis-

sioned a worm to destroy the plant (4:7); and He sent a scorching wind to discomfort Jonah (4:8).”  

What then is the message God was seeking to deliver to Israel through His dealings with Jonah, the 

Ninevites, and natural phenomena?  

1. One apparent message to Israel is God's concern for Gentile (non-Jewish) people. The Lord's love for 

the souls of all people was supposed to be mediated through Israel, God's elect and covenant nation. 

Through Israel the blessing of His compassion was to be preached to the nations. The Book of Jonah 

was a reminder to Israel of her missionary and evangelistic purpose. Today, Jesus still commissions 

us to “Go” and make disciples (Matthew 28:19-20). 

2. The book demonstrates the sovereignty of God in accomplishing His purposes. Though Israel was 

unfaithful in its missionary task, God was faithful in causing His love to be proclaimed. In praise to God 

for miraculously delivering him, Jonah confessed, "Salvation [deliverance] comes from the 

LORD" (Jonah 2:9). Israel failed to proclaim God's mercies, but His work gets done in spite of human 

weakness and imperfection. 

3. The response of the Gentiles served as a message of rebuke to God's sinful nation Israel. The spiritu-

al insight of the mariners (1:14-16) and their concern for the Jewish prophet contrast with Israel's lack 

of concern for the Gentile nations. Jonah's spiritual hardness illustrated and rebuked Israel's callous-

ness. Nineveh's repentance contrasted clearly with Israel's rejection of the warnings of Jonah's con-

temporaries, Hosea and Amos. As Nineveh repented, they experienced a Spiritual Revival. (Jonah 

3:5-10). 

4. Jonah was a symbol to Israel of her disobedience to God and indifference towards His calling of oth-

er nations. Hosea, Jonah's contemporary, unmistakably portrayed the unending love of God for His peo-

ple by loving a prostitute (who was a symbol of Israel's religious waywardness). Similarly Jonah sym-

bolized Israel by his disobedience and disaffection. God's punishment of Jonah shows His wrath on……..                        
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…...Israel and yet the Lord's gentle, miraculous dealings with Jonah also picture His tender love and slowness of anger with the nation. As 

Jonah wrote the book from a repentant heart, God desired that the nation would heed the lesson Jonah learned and repent as Jonah and 

Nineveh had done. 

As there is much for us to glean from this writing of Jonah, a few crucial points to remember could be: 

1. Neglect of our Christian Calling -- Sleep is one of the great essentials to human existence. Sleep in itself is right, but there is "a time to 

sleep." Could it be that we as Christians have fallen into a pattern of spiritual sleep and slumber concerning the mandate by Jesus Christ to 

reach our lost world? Jonah's sleep was sinful, it was at the wrong time and in the wrong place.  

2. If Not Careful, we too can Neglect our Christian Calling Resulting from a Diminished  Love for God and Others.  All that Jonah did 

was easily done. We too can go down a dangerous road if we neglect our intimacy with Jesus, Prayer, Bible study, Services, Work, etc.. 

3. Neglect of our Christian Calling is a Dangerous Practice. Jonah went to Tarshish at the risk of his temporal and spiritual life. Every 

Christian who allows himself or herself to be led away into spiritual sleep, lethargy, and neglect, will suffer great loss. Jesus gave us this 

illustration as one has a choice to either building their life on the solid Rock of Jesus Christ or on the unstable and deceptive sands of the 

world (Matthew 7:24-27). 

4. It is Not for us to Choose our Mission Field. God sent Jonah to preach a short soul-stirring sermon to the Ninevites. How much more 

would be done if all Christians would just take the field God assigns them, and respond to others with the Love of God, and make the mission 

of Jesus their own. 

5. O what Dangers we Face by Leaving our Posture of God’s Calling.  In Jonah 4, we see a behavior out of a heart of anger as Jonah 
expressed disgust and rebuked his Lord, saying in essence, "I know that You are forgiving and now look what has happened!" Jonah admit-
ted that he fled toward Tarshish because he did not want the Ninevites to be saved from judgment. (He wanted to be delivered from calami-
ty, 2:2,7, but he did not want the Ninevites to be kept from disaster.) The Ninevites were more ready to accept God's grace than Jonah was. 

Jonah, an object of God's compassion, had no compassion for Nineveh's people.  

As the book concludes, Jonah was angry, depressed, hot, and faint. And he was left to contemplate God's words about his own lack of com-
passion and God's deep heart of love and  compassion. The Lord had made His points clear in this story:  
1. He is gracious toward all nations, toward Gentiles (non-Jews) as well as Israel. 
2. He is sovereign.  
3. He punishes rebellion. 
4. He wants His own people to obey Him, to be rid of religious shame, and to place no limits on His unfailing mercy, love and grace. 
 

Does America have some Similarities with Nineveh? 

What is amazing about this story is after a long period of time, Nineveh once again turned her back on God and became more evil than ever. 
One Bible scholar of old, Matthew Henry, summed it up when he wrote: "About a hundred years before, at Jonah's preaching, the Ninevites 
repented, and were spared, yet, soon after, they became worse than ever. Nineveh knows not that God who contends with her, but is told 
what a God he is. It is good for all to mix faith with what is here said concerning Him, which speaks great terror to the wicked, and comfort 
to believers. Let each take his portion from it: let sinners read it and tremble; and let saints read it and triumph. The anger of the Lord is 
contrasted with his goodness to his people. Perhaps they are obscure and little regarded in the world, but the Lord knows them. The Scrip-
ture character of Jehovah agrees not with the views of proud reasoners."   
 
America continues on a trajectory of disobedience such as removing Bible reading and Prayer from our school system in 1962 and 1963 by 
Supreme Court order, along with the killing of babies, approving transgender, and allowing other propaganda to be taught to our children 
while undermining Biblical values, which our brave military have fought for over the inception of the USA. This country in not perfect, but it 
is still the Land of the free and home of the Brave. If we as Christians do not stand for what is right, who will? We need to pray, consecrate 
our lives unto the Lord, and actively get involved in our local school boards and city councils. We can make a difference by our Love for God 
and action towards others…..                                                            page 2 



….Recently, President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris promised to implement many left-wing policies through their admin-
istration. As one example, in their campaign material it states, “On his first day in office, Biden will reinstate the Obama-Biden guid-
ance revoked by the Trump-Pence Administration, which will restore transgender students’ access to sports, bathrooms, and locker 
rooms in accordance with their gender identity." This policy would allow biological males who identify as females to be granted access 
to female locker rooms, bathrooms and sports teams without undergoing confirmation surgery or using hormone replacements. Ge-
netically, transgender “women” are still men. A biological female has two X chromosomes (XX) and a biological male has an X and Y 

chromosome (XY).   

Franklin Graham is the son of the late beloved evangelist Dr. Billy Graham. Recently Franklin made this statement…."I believe God’s 

judgment is coming, for the sins of our nation are great and they are a stench in the nostrils of our Creator,"  

Is it possible that judgement is already here? How much further will America go? Will Spirit-filled believers rise and answer the call of 

God to proclaim His Word in action and Truth? As the Apostle Paul said in Romans 10:13-15: 

13 For "whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved." 14 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And 
how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? 15 And how shall they preach 
unless they are sent? As it is written: "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of 
good things!"   NKJV 

A NEW YEAR AND A RENEWED VISION 
As a “Registered Evangelist” and an “Assigned Pastor” with the General Church of the Nazarene and the Southern California District 
Church of the Nazarene, and more importantly, a follower of Jesus Christ, a renewed vision has been given to us as children of God. 
Like you, over the last 2 years, we have experienced things we have never experienced before. From Pandemic to Politics and the de-
mise of this country and the world, there remains HOPE! As the old Hymn; The Solid Rock says: 
“My hope is built on nothing less Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ 
name. On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand, all other ground is sinking sand.” 
 
As you may know, the Church is not what some think. Many people today understand the church as a building. This is not a biblical un-
derstanding of the church. The word “church” is a translation of the Greek word ekklesia, which is defined as “an assembly” or “called
-out ones.” The root meaning of church is not that of a building, but of people. It is ironic that when you ask people what church they 
attend, they usually identify a building. The Apostle Paul said in Romans 16:5,  “Greet the church that is in their house.” Paul refers to 
the church in their house—not a church building, but a body of believers.   
 
The universal church is made up of everyone who belongs to Christ. Members of the universal church should seek fellowship and edifi-
cation in a local body of believers, the church (ekklesia). In summary, the church is not a building or a denomination. According to the 
Bible, the church is the body of Christ—all those who have placed their faith in Jesus Christ for salvation. Local churches are gather-
ings of people who claim the name of Christ. Members of a local church may or may not be members of the universal church, depend-
ing on the genuineness of their faith. The local church is where believers can fully apply the “body” principles of 1 Corinthians chapter 
12—encouraging, teaching, and building one another up in the knowledge and grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
With that said, due to what is currently happening world-wide, the dynamics of “the church” has changed in terms of how they gather 
and meet. For an example; Recent data show that, among practicing Christians—those who identify as Christian, agree strongly that 
faith is very important in their lives and attend church at least monthly (prior to COVID-19)—over half (53%) say they have streamed 
their regular church online within the past four weeks. Another 34 percent admits to streaming a different church service online other 
than their own, essentially “church hopping” digitally. Finally, about one-third of practicing Christians (32%) say they have done nei-
ther of these things. Though some of these churchgoers may be part of the minority of congregations that were still gathering for 
physical worship during these weeks, we can, for the most part, confidently interpret this group as those who….  
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….have dropped out of church for the time being. Some share that, over four weeks, they streamed both their church’s online service 
as well as a different church’s service, perhaps taking advantage of the variety and surge of digital options. However, the plurality has 
stayed tuned in to their “home” church even at home; when looking for practicing Christians who are still and only attending their pre-
COVID-19 church. This simply tells us that the church is currently undergoing a change in its effectiveness and how it ministers the 
unadulterated Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
Beginning this spring, Holly and I plan to follow the Lord’s Will and remain where we currently pastor (bi-vocationally) at Banning 
Church of the Nazarene. However, as an Evangelist, we have already begun to follow the open doors of God such as beginning an organ-
ic evangelistic outreach in Cherry Valley. On December 2nd, we began a Bible study and an outreach to our community. Also beginning 
this month and February, we are linking and attending school board meetings in Beaumont and City Council meetings in the city of Ban-
ning. This expansion of ministry is not about us but rather showing up where God is moving and leading us, 
 
In addition, a few years ago we slowly started two YouTube channels but have done little with them for various reasons. However, we 
are currently working on the expansion of this media ministry and Facebook. As many of you know, in years past, this ministry had the 
privilege of recording Bible Based Drug and Alcohol Recovery programs through Time Warner/Spectrum Cable Company in Costa Mesa, 
California. These recordings were televised in 13 cities in Orange County for 13 years. However, as the company downsized, we lost this 
God given privilege, but were given vision on how we can use previous recordings and expand a new revised format. 
These days, a formal recording studio is not needed. All that is needed is some equipment and a location to record indoors or outdoors.  
 
With that said, we are planning on networking with some expertise to assist us in this field of media ministry, as well as outlining an 
evangelistic ministry trip to preach where the Lord opens doors, and begin additional recovery groups, which we began in 2009 after 
authoring a Bible based workbook and a DVD teaching series designed for small groups. 
 
In addition, our desire is to re-launch our music ministry and add this to what God is doing in our lives. Below is our one and only Gos-
pel CD, which was recorded graciously at the Martinez Family recording studio many years ago. The Martinez Family are more than 
friends, and in many ways they are family to us.  They gave us a great gift of allowing us to record, and then the project was edited by 
Preston Martinez, founder of Store House Productions, Inc.. 
 

 

Please Pray For Us! 

Please remember to pray for us as the Lord is leading into 2022. We also want to remind you of our 

availability for speaking engagements. Simply contact us for scheduling. In addition, 

we want to thank those who have financially supported this ministry with your tax deductible gifts down through the 

years. As a reminder, all the above products are available through this website. However, our recovery workbook is also 

available through Walmart, Barnes and Noble, Amazon and other book distributors. We love and pray for you as we jour-

ney through this new year of 2022. 
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We are thankful for the recently added Responding 12 step Recovery group meetings, which have begun in 

Arkansas. In addition, over the past two months, new meeting locations are also in Arizona and Florida. 

We encourage all new assembled groups to inform us so we may be an assistance to you, and so we may 

list them on our website for those interested who may live in or around these locations. However, not all 

NEW groups inform us but below are those we are aware. Also, we are in the process of making an effort 

to get the word out and to be virtually available to start up new groups in various areas. Below is a list of 

the groups we know of in various States. 

Responding Recovery Group Meetings - California 

Redlands ARK Church of the Nazarene -Redlands, CA 
Banning Church of the Nazarene -. Banning, CA 
Oroville Nazarene Church- Oroville, CA 
Hesperia Church of the Nazarene - Hesperia CA 
Highland Church of the Nazarene - Highland CA 
Garden Grove Friends Church- Garden Grove, CA 
Evergreen Royalle Motel-Anaheim, CA 
Calvary Road Church-Garden Grove, CA 
Grandma's House of Hope- Garden Grove, CA 
 Responding Recovery Group Meetings -
 Tennessee 
Cross Style Center - Lebanon TN (meeting 1) 
Global Vision Church - Mt Juliet, TN 
Cross Style Center - Lebanon, TN (meeting 2) 
Next Step Resource Center - Lebanon, TN 
Responding Recovery Center - Lebanon, TN 
Smith County Jail- Clarksville, TN 
Wilson County Jail- Lebanon, TN 
Lazarus Transformation Center- Lebanon, TN (2 
meeting locations) 
Lazarus Transformation Center- Lebanon, TN (2 
meeting locations) 
Christ Church -Nashville, TN 
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Responding Recovery Group Meetings - Nevada 
Fallon Nazarene Church- Fallon, NV 
 Responding Recovery Group Meetings - Oregon 
Hope Christian Church- Central Point, OR 
 Responding Recovery Group Meetings -
 Pennsylvania 
Responding Recovery Group -  Gouldsboro, PA 
 Responding Recovery Group Meetings -
 Arkansas 
Time to Stand Ministries - Clarksville, AR  (BRAND 
NEW) 
  Responding Recovery Group Meetings -
 Oklahoma 
Redemption House of Prayer Church of the Naza-
rene -  
Pryor, OK 
Community Church - Locust Grove, OK 
Responding Recovery Group Meetings - Arizona 
Responding Recovery Group Meeting - Clarksville, 
AZ (New) 
 Responding Recovery Group Meetings - Florida 
Responding Recovery Group Meeting - Wimbrow Se-
bastian, 
Fl (New) 
 

  

  

  

  

  


