
 

1 

 

Jonah  
(Weekly Tuesday Night Conference Call Bible Study@630pm) 

OVERVIEW 

(Discuss these OVERVIEW questions both at the beginning of your study of Jonah, then 

again after you've studied all four chapters. Your answers may change significantly once 

you've looked more closely at the entire book.) 

Startup: Talk together about times in your life when you've most needed to understand 

God's love for someone whom you didn't consider very lovable. 

SEEING WHAT'S THERE 

1. Before launching into a closer look at Jonah, how would you summarize what you 

already know about this book? 

 

 

2. Scan the book together to find all the places where God speaks. What do these 

passages tell us about God's values and character? 

 

3. Look for the places where Jonah speaks. What do you learn about Jonah's view of 

God, especially in verses 1:9; 2:9, and 4:2? 

 

4. Imagine that you were helping to produce a film based on the book of Jonah. 

Describe the kinds of scenery, supporting characters, background music, lighting effects, 

etc., which you would use to help portray the central message of this book. 

 

 

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE 

1.  Throughout this book, how do you see God's sovereign control of all 

circumstances? 

 

 

2. Would you describe Jonah as a weak person or a strong person? 
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FOR LIFE TODAY 

 The book of Jonah has been tided "The Story of an Unwilling Prophet," "A Prophet 

Runs from God," "Israel's Mission to the Nations," "The Book of God's Mercy," "God's 

Concern for Gentiles," and "The Universal Sweep of Divine Grace." With that reputation for 

this book, what kinds of answers and guidelines and solutions would you like to gain as 

you examine it more closely? 

 

 

 

1.  When you get to heaven, if you have a long talk with Jonah and he asks you, 

"What was most helpful to you in my book?" how would you like to be able to answer 

him? 

 

 

 

2.  As you think first about who God is, and second about what the Bible is, how 

strongly would you rate your present desire to understand better the book of Jonah? 

Use a scale of one to ten (one = "no desire at all," ten = "extremely intense desire") to 

help you decide. 

 

 

 

3.  From the example you see in Jonah's words in 2:7, what would be a good 

personal prayer to offer to God as you study this book? 

 

 

 

FOR GOING DEEPER 

Jonah's name means "dove." Notice in the following passages how this word is used in 

other Old Testament Scriptures — Ps 68:13 and 74:18-19, and Hos 7:11. What clues do 

you see in these verses about the symbolism of this word, and what it might mean in 

understanding the book of Jonah?  


