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The United Methodist Church of Ephrata 
117 C Street NW 
Ephrata, WA 98823 

Thank you for supporting the work of the church through your prayers, your  
presence, your gifts, your service and your witness as we pursue our mission:  

  “We Serve God by Serving Others”  

     Office Hours 
Monday through Wednesday 

 9:00am to 1:00pm 

Thursday 9:00am-12:00pm 

Phone: (509)754-4664 

Email: office@umcephrata.org 

          

Pastor Don Dunn…...pastor@umcephrata.org 

Administrative Assistant:  Tresa Poe…….office@umcephrata.org 

Custodian:  Jamie Downing 

 

www.umcephrata.org 
facebook.com/umcofephrata 

   

 

                                               The United Methodist Church of Ephrata 

“We Serve God by Serving Others.” 

The Update Newsletter 

                    June 2020 
“I Didn’t See That One Coming!” 

Collision Corner 

In the past few weeks there have been two accidents on our church corner. I heard the impacts from 
my church office. In both cases, the vehicles traveling north on C Street ran the stop sign and collided 
with the vehicles traveling west on 1st Street. Neither of the C Street drivers could see past the cor-
ner buildings. Both accidents occurred in the day time. 

These kind of accidents put the drivers into shock and a confused, foggy way of thinking, even if they aren’t 
physically injured. Then the damage to the vehicle increases their distress. 

Most drivers, including me, have been involved in collisions caused by any one of so many possibilities - bad 
weather conditions, poor street design, distractions, inattention, incapacitated drivers. It’s a moment when 
seconds or fractions of seconds become imprinted in the memory and there is absolutely nothing that can be 
done to alter the course of it. Everything changes in a moment. 

Christianity changes over the course of history and not always for the better. When collisions occur it disrupts 
“our way of thinking.” We want to go back to “the way we were” and we may be less inclined to see what 
God can do in that transformative moment. 

Even when we have long traveled with the right of way, how might we respond to collisions at the intersec-
tions of life? Of course, laws are set up to determine who has the right of way but accidents happen. Some-
times installing a round-about, like the new one on Highway 282, slows us down, causes us to be more aware 
of the other drivers, and can prevent accidents. Is God encouraging us to install some spiritual round-abouts 
in our churches and communities? We are frequently colliding on topics such as human sexuality, immigra-
tion, and others. Can we build a round-about that slows us down, makes us listen to others so everyone can 
maneuver the intersections safely? God’s round-about allows us to see the other as real persons made in 
God’s image and with whom we navigate together in the round-about. Can we find ways to engage in the in-
tersections without a collision? The world is changing. God is moving us into a conversation with, not just 
about the other. God’s round-about gives room to everyone. 

Did you see that one coming? 

“The Word became flesh and made his home among us. We have seen his glory, glory like that of a father’s 
only son, full of grace and truth.” John 1:14 

       Peace,  

Pastor Don 
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Meals on Thursdays 
 I cannot say enough to Thank Christy Price for preparing and making available the Thursday evening 
dinners for the take out or delivery. She has certainly gone the 2nd mile in the number of hours to this minis-
try of the EUMC. Each week she and Camille make a trip to Wenatchee to purchase food and supplies. Then 
the hours of preparation of 100 or more meals. This is phenomenal! 
 I also really appreciate those who help Camille and Christy by doing               
preparations, distributing, and delivering food,  to homes of people who are 
very limited in getting out…the Sager Family, Mary Holleman, Louise Sivula, 
Donna Anderson, Bobbi Dunn, Mark & Janice Niehenke, and Tresa and her son 
Michael. 
 We plan to do this every Thursday until June 11th which will be the last 

one, when we hope to resume the normal Community Dinner day and time on 

the last Thursday in June which will be the 25th. If these dates change due to an 

extended closure we will let everyone know.      

        Pastor Don 

During the pandemic we are finding the challenges of church to unsettling. I find my weeks becoming 
a little disorienting. It may be Saturday or Sunday or Monday and I’m asking myself which day it is. I also miss 
seeing you on Sunday. We are making a video each week for those who can access the church on computer, 
but many do not have access to a computer.  
 We may try drive-in worship in the parking lot with folks either remaining in their cars. Some church-
es have figured out how to use an FM frequency for the short distance of a parking lot. We need some tech-
nical help to figure this out. 
 Meanwhile, we still offer Bible Study via Zoom, Church Council also meets using Zoom. Tresa runs the 
office week to week. Jamie cleans the church. Christy and Camille Price prepare Thursday dinners. Lonny  
Holleman and Nick White tend to issues with the building and grounds. God is in our midst, the Holy Spirit 
pulls the Body of Christ together even when we are in isolation. 
 A word of “thank you” to all who are able and who continue to give faithfully month by month, to the 
ministry and life of this church. May you find joy, may you know God’s blessing, as we share his abundance.  
 Psalm 65 is a good meditation in this pandemic. There are 13 versus for prayer – my eyes particularly 
settled on verse 7, “You (God) calm the roaring sea; calm the roaring waves, calm the noise of nations.” Day 
to day the news for us is overwhelming. It helps if we can pull away from it and sit in silence with God,    
offering our prayer, our tears, our pain to God, that we may know the Hope God has for us and our world. 
       
      In God’s Merciful Presence 
       Pastor Don 
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“I call to you, Lord, come quickly to me; hear me when I call to you.  May my prayer be set before 
you like incense; may the lifting up of my hands be like the evening sacrifice.”  Psalm 141: 1-2 

One of the most wonderful gifts we are given is the gift of prayer.   
We can pray for one another in times of need as well as times of celebration. 

To join the email prayer chain, email Tresa at office@umcephrata.org 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please let us know if someone should be added or taken off our prayer list by 
contacting the church office: Also contact the church office if you know of some-

one in need of a visit by our Congregational Care Team or Pastor Don. 

 Bob St. Clair Jr 

 Ed Sivula 

 Ron Gardner 

 Steven Grass 

 Brian Davisson 

 Renee Muse 

 Al Davisson 

 Steve Smith 

 Justin Townley 

 Gail Catlow 

 Joe Hatch 

 Eleanor Gausman 

 Dan Anderson 

 Randy Senn  

 Ed Warren 

 Marlene Fisk Warren 

 David Prince 

 Abbie Thorndike 

 Dennis Ackerman 

 Amy Torrens-Harry 

 Rayce & Tiffany Barnes 

 Tabatha 

 Susan Aldridge 

 David Thompson 

 Marie Marsh 

 Amy Torrens-Harry 

 Mike Dell 

 Dick Ross 

 Eric Moulton 

 Francie Hernandez 

 Shirley Johnson 

 Jeremy Warren 

 Kierra Smith 

 Jessica Smith 

 Julea Dunn 

Chris Wash 

Kevin Harmon 

Michael Oliveira 

Prayers for Health, Healing, and Well-Being 
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At this point we are still planning on holding our Yard Sale, but probably sometime late summer. However, 
we realize that flexibility is a must this spring! So please start sorting things that you may wish to donate 
with the idea that we will be going ahead with our plans. Also if you are willing to volunteer for this please 
let the office know. Stay tuned!! Thank you for your understanding. 

Our wonderful pianist, Betsy, sadly for us, has resigned. We're so grateful for the 
beautiful music she's blessed us with over the years. We're sad to see her go, and are 
looking for another accompanist, or multiple people to share the job, for when church 
services resume.  Please spread the word and if you know of anyone who may be    
interested have them call the church for more information. Thank you. 

Volunteer Coordinator Needed 
  
If you’d like to help when our church returns to regular worship services and other events,  consider volun-
teering to organize our volunteers.  Tura Yount, who previously held this position, has left a notebook detail-
ing how the task of scheduling the folks who serve as ushers, greeters, counters, fellowship hosts, liturgists 
and other assistants can be accomplished.  This coordinator also serves on the Church Council.  If you have 
questions about the position or you’d like to volunteer please speak with Church Council chair Mary 
Hollleman or Pastor Don. 

From Church Council - Our temporary prohibition of in-person worship in the sanctuary due to COVID-19 
pandemic has imported our sharing of mementos celebrating Mother’s Day and Father’s Day. The council 
has designated donations to our Food Banks in lieu of purchasing said mementos.  In a unanimous vote a  
donation of $50 each will be sent to the Ephrata and Soap Lake Food Banks.  
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Corbin Sager has been a part of our Church family for nearly three years. He has gone 

through confirmation, was Baptized and became a member of UMC. He has been a part of 

the church choir, helped with community dinner, delivered meals, and participated in wor-

ship service. Corbin has done all of these things at the church while singing in the choir at 

school, wrestling, and keeping up with his studies. Corbin plans to attend Junior College and 

then move on to a 4 year college. Corbin is interested in a career in the Agricultural industry. 

We are all very proud of you Corbin.  

Congratulations and good luck with your future endeavors.  

Pastor Don, Tresa, and the EUMC Congregation! 
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Tom Pheasant 
 We have lost one of our beloved members, Tom Pheasant. 

He died May 4th, 2020 at his home after three years of Alzhei-

mer’s.  He touched the lives of so many people over the years. In 

recent months special memories were made. At our Christmas 

Eve Service in 2019 a touching worship time, as music and fami-

ly were all gathered, and we sang of our hope in God. The Pheas-

ant family especially attended knowing that it would be Tom’s 

last Christmas Eve. At the end of the worship people moved to 

the isles to hold their candle light and observe one another in a 

circle around the sanctuary. It was for all present an unforgetta-

ble moment, but especially for Tom, Dolores, and their extended 

family. 

 On May 9th a private graveside service was held at the 

Soap Lake Cemetery. Under a warm sun and with a slight 

breeze we celebrated Tom’s life, and the God whose presence 

Tom has now entered into. A service of memory and hope, his cremains now rest near other 

family members who preceded him in death. Tom was a Blessed man among 

us who will be greatly missed.  

 I shared a brief reflection of Tom’s life from scripture, after which  

Darryl, Darla, Jenny, & Jeff each spoke carefully prepared reflections of 

Tom’s life and relationship with them. Their words spoke volumes of life, love, 

and experience. At the conclusion we sang “Praise God from who all blessings 

flow, Praise Him all creatures here below, Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen.” 

Pastor Don 

Dolores Pheasant has expressed her thanks to everyone 

for all of the love she and the family have received from 

the congregation during this time. She also expressed 

her great thanks to Pastor Don for making sure that 

Tom was honored in a beautiful graveside service. 

Thanks also goes out to Barb Deycous, Margaret 

Trieber, Ellen White, and Ann Chandler for the salads, 

as well as Christy Price for the apple pies that were 

provided for the family lunch after the service.  
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Andre Pascal 
June 10th 

 
Vivian Plew 
June 24th 

 
Marilyn Grass 

June 29th 
 

Alan Fulk 
June 30th 

June 3  Zoom Bible Study, 12pm 
 
June 4  Community Dinner, 5:30pm
   (Take Out or Delivery Only) 
 
June 7  Trinity Sunday 
 
June 10  Zoom Bible Study, 12pm 
 
June 10  Church Council Meeting,  
   (Zoom, 5 pm) 
 
June 11  Community Dinner, 5:30pm
   (Take Out or Delivery Only) 
 
June 14  Flag Day 
 
June 17  Zoom Bible Study, 12pm 
 
June 20  First Day of Summer  
 
June 21  Father’s Day 
 
June 24  Zoom Bible Study, 12pm 
   (If closure extends) 
    
June 25  Community Dinner, 5:30pm 
   (Take out or Delivery if  
   closure extends) 
 
 
All Sunday Worship Services and groups of 
any kind are cancelled until June 15th. If this 
is extended we will notify everyone through 

email, Facebook, and the website. 
 

Video Sermons 
Facebook - @EphrataUMC 

YouTube Channel 
Ephrata United Methodist Church 

Joe & Cammy Hatch 
June 3rd 
57 years 

 
Bob & Marilyn Bluhm 

June 4th 
60 years 

 
Francis & Joan Jensen 

June 13th 
61 years 

 
Don & Bobbi Dunn 

June 17th 
54 years 

 
Jeff & Carla Pheasant 

June 24th 
31 years 


